
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  M A R C H    2 7 ,   2 0 1 2  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., April 10, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 4

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Best Of Luck to New Boards
To the editor:

I would like to congratulate all the winning contestants for the Amherst 
Board of Selectmen and Amherst and Souhegan School Boards.  Best of 
luck in your new terms as elected officials.

I would also like to thank all of the folks who supported my candidacy.   I 
always appreciate the opportunity to meet many of the citizens who come 
to the polls and take the time to make their voices heard.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Peterman
Amherst

Voters Make Strong Statement 
To the editor:

Amherst voters sent a clear message on March 13th. They made a strong 
statement that endless budget increases, from both the town and the school 
districts, are no longer acceptable. However, this year’s voting cannot be in-
terpreted as an across the board “no” vote. Many spending items were ap-
proved. Among them were increased spending for road maintenance, a new 
collective bargaining agreement for the Amherst Support Staff Association, 
and although it did not reach the 3/5 vote required for passage there was a 
clear majority in favor of the Souhegan renovation bond. Yet, both school 
budgets and the town budget fell short. These budgets reflected the spend-
ing priorities of their respective governing bodies yet all were rejected by 
Amherst voters, while those same voters said yes to specific targeted spend-
ing articles.  The no votes were directed toward ever-increasing operating 
budgets and questionable spending articles. 

In the midst of a shaky economy, and steadily increasing costs for almost 
all products and services, private sector businesses have been reorganizing, 
reprioritizing, and doing more with less. Amherst families have had to re-
examine their own spending as well. Is it too much to ask that our School 
Boards and our Board of Selectmen do the same? Perhaps it is time to end 
business as usual and take a closer look at where we can increase efficien-
cies and cut costs, while still maintaining necessary town services and high 
quality schools. I believe this is the message that was sent on Election Day. 

Mark Vincent
Amherst

Team Earley Thank you!
To the editor:

Just wanted to follow up on this past weekend’s very successful inaugu-
ral running of Team Earley’s Leprechaun Leap 5K race…for all of you who 
ran, volunteered, donated, supported, spread the word, or simply placed us 
in your thoughts and prayers….we at Team Earley owe you all a huge Thank 
you and debt of Gratitude! We had over 200 runners, a gorgeous day, and a 
huge family participation, resulting in a very memorable day! As I write this 
email….our Web and Social Media team members are diligently updating 
the www.TeamEarley.org and Team Earley facebook sites so we can share 
the moments with everyone! 

One of the biggest takeaway’s from Sunday’s LL5K event, was the num-
ber of runners and runner family members who approached either myself 
or Kathy to reveal a personal story about Melanoma and how it has affected 
their lives.

April 16th - there are exactly 25 days and a wake-up call left before Kathy, 
myself, and Dave Salvas run in the 116th Boston Marathon! Several Team 
Earley member/volunteers will be found along the 26.2 mile course, some 
volunteering for the BAA manning at water stations, while other unsung 
Team Earley members will be providing the much needed road crew sup-
port for all runners.  Seeing their faces and hearing their cheers will be 
inspirational forces that drive us runners on with feelings of accomplish-
ment. All support will be invaluable to us runners as we traverse the oldest 
marathon course in the US, in what now appears to be a very heated spring 
running season!

Each one of the 30K plus registered runners will have a goal in mind for 
completing this difficult contest.  Kathy, myself, and all Team Earley run-
ners are focused on raising Awareness, Educating, and Preventing future 
cases of Melanoma Skin cancer throughout our community of family and 
friends!

In all of our past and future Team Earley events; Tree Lighting-Holiday 
Cocoa Warm-up, Pancake Palooza, and the Leprechaun Leap 5K, our goal 
has been and will remain to create a positive, constructive family environ-
ment and experience. Hope to see you there and on April 16th!

 
Thank you!         
Team Earley
Amherst

Thanks To All For 12 Great Years! 

To the editor:
Have been meaning to write this since I decided not to run again for 

Souhegan School Board this time. Thanks to all who supported me over the 
last twelve years --- voters, parents, students, faculty/staff, administrators, 
board members and SAU office employees.  It was a privilege to represent 
Amherst on the Souhegan Board and a pleasure to work with you all.  I es-
pecially wanted to thank my family and friends for being there throughout.  
Finally, best wishes to Peter Maresco in his work as a new Souhegan Board 
member.

Although no longer a member of the board, I plan to continue to stay in-
volved with Souhegan by attending Community Council every week.  Hope 
you too can find the time to attend a Community Council session ---- it’s 
well worth it to see democracy in action and at its best.

Thanks again to all for a great twelve years! 
 

Sincerely,
Jeanne Ludt
Amherst

Dismal Unanimity of Reps
To the editor:

The eight Representatives, all male, all Republican, from Amherst and 
Milford in the New Hampshire House generally vote in lockstep, subservi-
ent, as it seems, to their political patrons and bosses, such as House Speaker 
O’Brien.  To report their votes on all bills and resolutions in the last two 
months would take too much space, so I notice only ten of the most contro-
versial that would be expected to elicit difference of opinion.  In all of these 
our Representatives voted with O’Brien and the Republican party all of the 
time, except for three times when William Belvin voted “no.”  The one ex-
ception was HB 1146, requiring school children to show their patriotism by 
standing during the pledge of allegiance, which elicited four “ayes” and four 
“nays” from our group and was defeated in the house.

Representatives are not elected to follow their party blindly on all oc-
casions.  Sometimes they must exercise independent judgment, especially 
when their votes vitally affect the lives of their constituents.  Their dis-
mal unanimity is the more shocking because some of the bills and resolu-
tions they supported are radical and extreme from the far-right agenda, 
such as the one (HB 1146) that allows most everybody to use firearms in 
compact parts of cities or towns and the one (HB 1560) that would enable 
New Hampshire to supersede and thus nullify any federal law regarding 
health care.  Some of the issues are just silly, such as HCR 32 to withdraw 
from the United Nations, a resolution that seven of our eight Representa-
tives supported.

Party hacks aren’t much respected and admired, not by their fellow cit-
izens, not even by the bosses who use them.  I recommend this consid-
eration to Messrs. Belvin, Coughlin, Daniels, Hansen, Palmer, Rowe, Ste-
panek, and Willette.

David Perkins
Amherst

SB2 Really Does Work! 
To the editor:

Thanks to you and your staff for printing letters (sometimes late!) we sent 
to the Amherst Citizen regarding Mont Vernon SB2 and school budgets.  
With your help we have had a part in successfully winning the war and 
some very important battles.  SB2 remains in effect and unnecessary in-
creases in big budgets have been denied by the voters!  Congratulations and 
accolades to all! 

A special thanks to the Mont Vernon voters who supported us not only 
by their votes but by writing letters or standing outside the polling place 
holding an SB2 sign!  SB2 really does work! 

For the second year we voted to cut budgets and retain our right to ballot 
voting.  All by putting pencil to a little black square on a paper ballot.  That’s 
all.  No hassle, no worry about repercussions to parents of school children, 
or how others will view you if you don’t vote their way and more important-
ly, making your own choice privately to add to your tax burden or not.  You 
have proved, beyond a doubt, that you are aware of what goes on in the vot-
ing process and you are to be commended.  If Medals of Honor were given 
for Voting Prowess, you would certainly receive one!

Other battles will ensue, however, and we hope that you will continue to 
be diligent and keep yourselves informed.  You now have the ammunition 
to do so and that includes your ability to present decisions based on your 
research of school websites, the media, and by other means.  Attend Public 
Hearings and Deliberative Meetings which preclude School District Voting 
and voice your opinions.  Encourage your neighbors and friends to attend.  
If this is not possible, use the Amherst Citizen and other media to make 
your opinions known.

As for other battles we will face, one on the horizon will certainly be 
about a property lien dating back to 1988 of $214,102.63 in addition to 
$3,380.02 this year.  It is listed in the 2011 Town Report along with other 
pertinent information.  

Why has this been allowed to continue for so many years?  According to 
the report, this property was used as a waste disposal site and that illegal 
operation may now cost the town a whopping $700,000 for cleanup costs.  
Paying for it will be another hurdle. 

In an earlier letter to the editor, we predicted that eventually this little 
town might end up like a scene from “The Planet of the Apes.”  Noting that 
the center of town has already suffered a drawback because of leaking gaso-
line from a former gas station, we can now add the illegal dump site to the 
list of growing problems. Perhaps a better moniker for the town would be 
“Love Canal II?”

Thanks to all and kudos to the Mont Vernon voters who steadfastly re-
mained solid in keeping their voting rights and cutting back taxes!

 
Norma and Tom McKinney
 Mont Vernon

Hunger Games Not For Youngsters
Letter to the editor:

I am a 7th and 8th grade teacher (in a different school district), so I have 
seen the popularity of The Hunger Games books and the excitement about 
the movie first hand.

I understand that the town library wants to take advantage of the high in-
terest in the books/movie because it get kids reading... and we all want them 
to read. I am very glad that the library is not offering the hunger games ac-
tivities to kids younger than 7th grade.

I did read the book and agree that it is a very well written, compelling sto-
ry. I do not, however, think that it is appropriate for pre-teens and younger 
children.It is very disturbing to me that the kids in the story are forced into 
adult roles and pitted to fight against one another to the death. When you 
add in the fact that the “games” are offered up as entertainment, viewed by 
a public audience, it sickens me.

I feel thatyoungsters today have been exposed to so much violence from 
TV, movies, and video games, theyhave been de-sensitized to it all.... and 
THAT scares me!

I have talked to many adults and students about the story, and most folks 
give it a thumbs up. I just wanted to share why I give it a thumbs down for 
the younger audience.

Sincerely,
Kristi Parker
Amherst

Patio Furniture
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours
for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

120 Route 101A
Amherst, NH
(603) 880-8471

Tasty Tobacco Shop
The New Boutique Cigar, Pipe, Tobacco and Accessory Shop

April 13 Cigar Event • 4-8pm
Come meet our rep from La Flor Dominicana Cigars

View our vast selection of boutique cigars, quality pipes, tin tobacco 
and smoking accessories • Enjoy our new private smoking lounge

877-96-Smoke  
www.tastytobaccoshop.com
 139 Union Sq., Milford Oval

M/T/W 10-7 • Th/F/Sa 10-10 • Su 10-5

event Special:
Buy 3 • Get 1 Free!
Buy 5 • Get 2 Free!

Buy a Box • Get 
8 Cigars Free! 

Jeanne Ludt was commended for her 12 years of service on the Souhegan 
School Board


