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by Katrina Holman

This is the story of a woman who 
owned two of Amherst’s remaining 
antique houses – yet her name is 
missing from our town history and 
from Howard Locke’s house notes.

My interest in Amherst history 
takes me down unexpected paths. 
While researching taverns in town, 
I discovered the early area of indus-
try about one mile south of the Vil-
lage (see 25 Oct. 2011 issue, p. 4, 
5), which led to research into Am-
herst’s fulling mill (8 Nov. 2011, p. 
4, 15). That raised the question, was 
the house inhabited by fulling mill 
owner Ebenezer Taylor, which at 
the turn of the 18th to 19th century 
was the first dwelling south of the 
bridge by which Boston Post Road 
crosses Beaver Brook, the same as is 
still standing at 6 Ponemah Road? It 
was and is. In that deed chain there 
is a young single woman as grant-
ee (buyer). She is not to be found in 
Secomb’s History of Amherst but 
the internet yielded her genealogy, 
and her parents and brother are in 
Secomb. Lo and behold, under her 
married name she shows up in a 
deed index at the registry in Nash-
ua, buying another house in Am-
herst.
Roxanna H. Stiles

Roxanna was the second of four 
daughters of Lewis Stiles (1796-
1875), a cordwainer (shoemaker) 
born in Groton, Mass., & his wife 
Eliza nee Hartwell (1798-1879). The 
family moved around a lot. The old-
est, Walter Lewis, was born 1816 
in Fitchburg; daughter Dori(a)nda 
1818 in Boston; Dorinda Alice 1820 
in Acton, Mass.; Roxanna 1822 in 
Concord, Mass.; Melvina Claris-
sa 1823 and a son 1829 in Nashua; 
and Martha Ann 1832 in Pepperell.  
In Jan. 1834, Lewis Stiles occupied 
the former Atherton law office on 
Courthouse Road and in October of 
that year, in Merrimack, he “[gave] 
my son Walter Lewis Stiles his time 
to act and trade for himself as I shall 
claim none of his earnings, nor pay 
any debts of his contracting after 
this date.” In just a few years both 
men were back in Amherst.

Roxanna’s purchase in 1847 at 
the age of 24 of the “same premises 
on which Ebenezer Tayor deceased 
formerly lived” (deed 244:515, wit-
nessed by her father and brother) 
was rather unusual for the time be-
cause she was so young and unmar-
ried and no heiress. She nominal-
ly paid $500 but took out a 9-year 
mortgage (unusually long for those 
days) of $450 from the seller, busi-
nessman Aaron Lawrence who re-
sided in the Village. It’s most likely 
that she was a proxy for her father 
because he paid the annual taxes on 
the place as if he were the owner, 
and in the 1850 census Lewis, clear-
ly in this neighborhood (judging by 

comparing names on same page to 
neighboring owners on 1858 map), 
purports to own real estate valued 
$500, though he has no deeds what-
soever registered in Hillsborough 
County.

An interesting notice confirm-
ing his location and occupation ap-
peared in the Farmers’ Cabinet on 
31 Jan. 1850, signed by his son, Wal-
ter L. Stiles, who lived elsewhere in 
town: “The gentleman, who took a 
side of Sole Leather from the side 
of the road in front of Lewis Stiles’ 
house, a mile below Amherst Plain, 
on Saturday last, is requested to re-
turn it. The leather was left by the 
stage driver not ten minutes before 
it was picked up. The gentleman 
was seen to take and put it into his 
sleigh. He can return it soon, and 
save further trouble. The leather 
was marked as follows: Putnam’s 
Tannery, Brandt & Co., New York; 
and also, marked on the neck, A. P., 
Weight, 23 3/4 lbs.”
Mill Girl?

Roxanna moved to Manches-
ter, probably shortly after the pur-
chase of the Ponemah Road house. 
The 1850 census shows her (spelled 
Styles) residing in the household of 
a 29-year-old spinner (a mill job) 
with his wife & baby and 14 other 
unrelated girls/young women rang-
ing in age from 12 to 32. That evi-
dently was a boarding house. Surely 
the young women were not in the 
city for a vacation or their health 
but, in the sexist way of that census, 
no occupations were recorded for 
single females whereas they were 
for males no matter how young. In 
1850, her sisters Dorinda Alice, “22” 
in the census but actually 30, and 
Martha Ann, 18, were boarding to-
gether in Nashua with an unrelat-
ed family. I bet all three unmarried 
sisters were earning wages. (Dorin-

da married in 1851 a man 11 years 
younger, and Martha married at age 
21 in Nov. 1853 a widower 13 years 
her senior with a son.)

My guess is that Roxanna was a 
mill girl. The early 1850s were the 
transition time at the Manchester 
mills when the female workforce 
composed mainly of single Yankee 
girls and young women was being 
replaced by cheaper labor from Irish 
family groups and skilled weavers 
imported from Scotland, Sweden 
and Germany. 
Wife & Step-mother

When she was 30, Roxanna wed 
Lorenzo Cutter (1821/2-1892), a 
mill overseer at Manchester, N.H., 
becoming step-mother to a 7-year-
old girl and a 2-year-old boy in 

February 1853. It’s likely they met 
working in the same mill, although 
curiously they were both born in 
Concord, Mass. The newlyweds 
continued to live in Manchester for 
a few years, then in 1858 moved to 
Milford where Lorenzo worked in a 
cotton mill.
Her Second House

A month after she married, Rox-
anna sold the house which she had 
owned for five and a half years, for 
$650. (Actually Mr. and Mrs. Cut-
ter sold it together because back 
then, once a woman was married, 
her husband was included on deeds 
selling property, and usually list-
ed first, but the tell-tale clue that 
she was the owner, or that it came 
into their joint ownership through 
her, are the little words “in her own 
right” after her name as grantor.) 

A week later, Roxanna H. Cutter 
of Manchester bought, in her sole 
name, another place in Amherst 
as a home for her parents, namely 
half of the house at 6 Manchester 
Road. On the 1858 map of Amherst 
Village, a little north of the Court-
house (Town Hall) there is a house 
marked “Styles & Leavitt.” I’ll bet 
folks in town thought the owners 
were indeed Lewis Stiles, the shoe-
maker, on the south side, and Wil-
liam Leavitt, the carpenter, on the 
north side. However, the registered 
owners were in fact Mrs. Roxanna 
H. Cutter, daughter of Lewis Stiles, 
who had bought her half in March 
1853 for $325, and Sarah/Sally 
Leavitt, wife of Wm, who had paid 
her brother-in-law $500 in 1846 for 
the other half, which is when own-
ership was first split. Their deeds de-
scribed “a line passing through the 

From 1846 to 1900, the ownership of this house at 6 Manchester Road 
(moved here from elsewhere) was split, divided right down the middle 
with both owners sharing the front door, entry, and stairs. Mrs. Roxanna 
H. Cutter (1822-1898) bought the south (left) half for $325 in 1853 as a 
home for her parents, shoemaker Lewis Stiles (d. 1875, age 79) & Eliza  (d. 
1879, age 81). Roxanna moved in with them as a 48-year-old divorcee and 
lived out her life here.

The old house at 6 Ponemah Road (now site of McOsker Kennels), about 1 
mile south of Village, was built c. 1790 by Ebenezer Taylor (1761-1835), 
a clothier who owned & operated the fulling mill nearby on Beaver Brook. 
In 1847, a young single woman named Roxanna Stiles bought this house 
for $500. She went to Manchester to work while her parents Lewis & Eliza 
Stiles lived here. Five years later she sold the house for $650 to James 
Cochran, a shoemaker like her pa.

Historic Amherst

Roxanna H. (Stiles) Cutter, 19th Century Owner 
of Two Old Amherst Houses

Spring is just around the corner and the Amherst Garden Club is 
planning digs in local gardens to support their Annual Mother’s 
Day weekend Plant Sale. Dividing perennials is healthy for your 
plants and supports a worthy cause. Digs are scheduled during 
April, please call 673-7054 or email martiwarren@comcast.net if 
you would like a dig.

Garden Club April Meeting

At the April 5 meeting of the Am-
herst Garden Club held at the Am-
herst Congregational Church, Rich 
Pomerantz, photographer, will pres-

ent a slide show and lecture entitled, 
Relax, It’s Only Garden Photogra-
phy.  He will explain the principles 
of garden photography including 
camera functions, composition, and 
lighting.

 Mr. Pomerantz, who special-
izes in garden and farm photogra-
phy, conducts photography classes 
at the NY Botanical Gardens and 
Mass Horticultural Society as well 
as many other venues. 

 The garden club meeting will  be-
gin at 9:00 a.m. with coffee and a 
short business meeting followed by 
the lecture at 10:30 a.m. The club 
welcomes visitors at their meetings.

Whether you’re looking to purchase a home, vacation home, 
or refinance your mortgage, we’re ready to help you realize your 
dream. We’ll answer your questions, work with you every step of 
the way, and make certain that you’ll get the mortgage that is perfect 
for you. So if you’re in the market, let us help. We’re the mortgage 
specialists you’ve been looking for. 

Low rates and closing costs
Expert guidance throughout the mortgage process
Loans serviced locally by a team you can trust
First-time homebuyer programs with no PMI requirement*

If you’re ready to take the next step, 
call 1 (866) 996-9828 or visit BCCU.org.

*To be eligible, you must be a first-time home buyer and your household income 
must be at or below the area median income.  Property insurance is required.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000

and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

Looking to buy or refinance? 
Take a look at Bellwether.

For more information, visit us at bccu.org.
Federally Insured by the NCUA. Where Easy Adds Up TM

$$ Earn Extra Money $$
Deliver The New Fairpoint Telephone Directories

Men & women 18 years and older with insured vehicles needed to 
deliver in Nashua, Amherst, Merrimack & surrounding areas. 

Also looking for office clerks & loaders. Delivery starts March 28. 
Work minimum of 6 daylight hours per day / get paid within 72 

hours, of successful completion of route.
Call 800-979-7978 Between 9 am & 5:30 pm Mon. – Fri.

Refer to Job# 30093-b

Distribution of the Fairpoint Yellow Pages are conducted on behalf of Supermedia the 
official publisher of Fairpoint Print Directories.  Equal Opportunity Employer.

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Our Dentists – Our Patients – Great Invisalign Smiles
Complimentary Consultation
Free Teeth Bleaching (when you begin Invisalign)

Financing available
iPod® Touch Raffle
Refreshments available

Call to schedule your appointment today!

Invisalign 
Open House 
Saturday, April 7th

Invisalign patients: 
Dr. Lesleyann Splagounias

Dr. Rochelle Lindner
Dr. Nina Casaverde

Join Us

11741_AC_Invisalign 4.25x5.5_PREP.indd   1 3/13/12   5:16 PM

Ask Joe Casey About New Acuras!

SUNNYSIDE

482 Amherst Street |  Nashua, NH |  1-877-427-7182 |  www.sunnysideacura.com

“I’d like to invite all of my customers and those ready for a quality luxury 
vehicle with an outstanding track record, to come see me!

Our award-winning dealership is now taking orders for the new 2013 Acura 
IL-X sedan and RDX 6-cyl SUV models arriving in April, also available with 
special financing and leasing programs. My personalized service and follow-
though customer satisfaction has earned me the Silver, Gold and Gold Master 
levels of awards from the Acura Council of Sales Excellence. 
Stop in or give me a call. I’d love to show what we have to offer you!”— Joe Casey, Sales Associate

Jcasey@sunnysideacura.com
Mobile: 603-930-6105

Amherst Garden Club

Rich Pomerantz, photographer
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