
  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m  •  M A R C H    2 7 ,   2 0 1 2  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  13

U

Come check out all the quality options now. You may be surprised at how well we stack up against the big box stores!

Available at
PJ Currier Lumber:

Retail Store • Rte. 101A
Amherst • 673-3130

www.pjclbr.com

Hours:   Monday -Friday: 10 - 6 
Saturday: 9-5, Sunday:11-5

272 Route 101 
Amherst • 673-2716

ThePatioBarn.com

Innovating Backyards. Inspiring Dreams.
Poly Furniture
2012 ColleCtion

100% Recycled • SS Hardware 
Color-Fast • Fade-Free • Rot Free 
termite Resistant • U.S.A. Made

Many styles, colors and sizes of chaises, chairs, tables, benches, swings, rockers to choose from...

Planning your new kitchen 
– renew or redo?

Upgrading the kitchen is on many homeowners’ “to do” list. And for good 
reason. A minor kitchen remodel ranks fourth on the list of the top 10 
home improvement projects that deliver return on investment, according 
to Remodeling magazine’s 2010-11 Cost vs. Value Report.

But whether you’re in it for the investment, or just to freshen up the 
space in your home where people spend the most time, a new kitchen look 
could be a fun, impactful improvement to your house. Some may start 
with a weekend project and a $40 can of paint, while others will jump 
into a $50,000-plus remodel. Either way, one thing is for sure - you can’t go 
wrong with a beautiful, highly functional kitchen. 

A simple refresh
If time or budget constraints limit you to changing just a few basic ele-

ments of the kitchen, focus on things that make the most impact. Even 
novice do-it-yourself homeowners can complete many of these items on 
their own:

* Paint the walls. Painting always tops the to-do list when a mini makeover 
is in order. It’s an affordable, high-impact way to change the decor of a 
kitchen. If you’re not changing out cabinets or countertops, be sure to 
select a color that complements those major elements.

* Add new accessories. Switching out the small decor details in a kitchen 
can make the room feel entirely new. Maybe it’s replacing bar stools at 
the island, reupholstering pillows or a bench cushion, or even hanging a 
few new pieces of art or photos on the wall.

* Change the faucet. Often underestimated, the kitchen faucet has a lot of 
influence in the overall style of the room. Choosing a more up-to-date 
pull-down or pull-out faucet not only improves the look of the room, but 
can add significant convenience and functionality.

“Faucets in the kitchen are much more than what they used to be,” says 
Kevin McJoynt of Danze, a manufacturer of decorative plumbing faucets 
and fixtures. “They play an important role in setting the decor and focal 
points of any kitchen.”

A full remodel
Homeowners throughout the country are staying in their homes longer 

than they once did. Because of that, significant remodeling projects tend 
to rise to the top of the priority list. If you’re in it for the long haul (or even 
to ensure you get that return on investment), a complete kitchen remodel 
could be for you.

When the entire room footprint is your canvas, the possibilities are 
exciting. While a contractor is recommended for most of these projects, 
make sure you’re involved in exploring the options that will help you use 
this space as wisely as possible (yet provide beautiful decor in the process):

*  Install display shelves. This hot kitchen trend is an eye-catching alterna-
tive to hanging wall cabinets. Taking down cabinets is a pretty simple 
task for two and hanging the shelves is even easier. 

*  Evaluate the flow of the workspaces. Adding more water sources to your 
room could improve efficiency and ease. Consider a simple, yet beautiful 
faucet on the island for prep, a pot filler by the stove to help while cook-
ing, and a hard-working faucet at the main sink for clean-up.

*  Mix and match your surfaces. Replacing countertops is one of the most 
noticeable changes to any kitchen venue. Quartz surfaces are a popular 
choice, providing a unique combination of quality, hygiene and a look of 
natural stone. Selecting a lighter color surface for the perimeter and a 
darker, bolder color for the island is a great way to add another design 
element to the room.

“ With today’s growing popularity in cooking and a rise in the number of 
at-home chefs, kitchen flow and workspace needs are critical aspects to 
consider when completely remodeling your kitchen,” adds McJoynt. “The 
sink and faucet choices for each of these areas can play a big role in 
the functionality and enjoyment of the space.”

Manufacturers such as Danze offer a wide range of faucet styles in vari-
ous functional designs, according to McJoynt. So, whether you’re looking 
to enhance a traditional decor, add sleekness to a contemporary profes-
sional-grade room, or something in between, leveraging faucets and other 
elements can help set the tone for the entire room.

To learn more about the beauty and variety of Danze, visit danze.com.

Courtesy ARA Content

(ARA) - Homeowners often 
worry about keeping their 
homes safe and secure for 
their families. And it’s no won-
der: 70 percent of home break-
ins are in the form of kick-ins 
to a door, according to the U. 
S. Department of Justice. Yet 
there are many easy and af-
fordable ways to ensure a safer 
home, and ultimately, greater 
peace of mind. 

Assess the perimeter. Walk 
around your yard at different times of the day to judge lighting 
and shadows. 

Add an alarmed lock. Most alarm systems trigger after a door 
has already been opened. However, if you don’t have an alarm sys-

tem, an alarmed lock is a great alternative, and will 
allow you to instantly hear what’s happening at 
your door. For example, Schlage, America’s most 
trusted brand in security according to Research 
Now, an independent research report funded by 
Ingersoll Rand Co., offers a first-of-its-kind Keyed 
Entry With Built-In Alarm. It’s an alarmed lock 
with the added safeguard of a sensor alarm that 
lets you know when it is being tampered with. For 
more home security ideas, visit www.schlage.com.

Tips for a secure home 
and peace of mind


