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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Preserve the Character of the 
Town
To the editor:

As you enter the town center from the West and take the off ramp from 
Rt. 101, there is a small strip of land on the right. You might have noticed 
it because the owner, a developer cleared out most of the trees in anticipa-
tion of building a high density, multi-family housing development on the 
land. The project has been before the Amherst Planning Board a number of 
times over the past 6 months without being granted approval to move for-
ward. The next attempt will be at the April 18 meeting.

The piece of land is a thin rectangle of 11 acres where they are proposing 
to build 18-19 units, each no bigger than 1300 sq. ft. Due to wetlands and 
set back limitations, the entire buildable land will be covered by a road and 
the buildings. There will be no open space for the occupants to use. The is-
sue beyond the density problems is that the site does not meet the noise re-
quirements for housing. The buildings are set back as far as they can from 
Rt.101 and the noise levels exceed the guidelines. If this project is approved 
and the noise problem continues, the builder can fix the problem by install-
ing a tall wall along the property facing Rt. 101.

We have all seen this type of noise abatement wall along the highways. 
Many covered with graffiti. I think this would destroy the character of the 
town entrance from Rt. 101 and is completely out of character with Am-
herst.

Virtually all the abutters of this property are against this development 
and would hope that if you want to preserve the character of the town, you 
will make your views known to the Selectman and Planning Board.

Respectfully,
Tim and Terry Gallagher
Amherst

Affordable Housing Saga
To the editor:

The Concerned Citizens of Amherst want to remind residents of Am-
herst that the next Planning Board Meeting to discuss the Limbo Lane Af-
fordable Housing Plan is scheduled for Wednesday, April 18, 2012 at the 
Amherst Town Hall on or about 7:30 PM. 

The proposed development is subject to the restrictive covenants in the 
Blueberry Estates.  The developer, Justin Bielagus, has known about these 
covenants since at least 1988.  The developer is proposing to build a large 
multi-family housing development on the property directly across from the 
Meeting Place which is currently zoned for general office.

However, it was Mr. Bielagus who petitioned the Planning Board to 
change the zoning from Residential to General Office in 1986.  Accord-
ing to the Planning Board minutes dated November 16, 1986 , Mr. Biela-
gus asked “the Board (Planning) to consider changing these lots from resi-
dential to general office.”  Mr. Bielagus continued, “The other alternative is 
single family houses and down the line the owners will be coming to the 
Town for variances to change the use for offices because the proximity of 
the highway does not make for good living conditions.”

Although the general office proposal was withdrawn in 1986 and 1987,  
the proposal for general office came back in 1988 as a petition article 
amendment #1  in the form of a ballot question which read “ Are you in fa-
vor of changing the Zoning Map so Lots 20-37, 4-68-32 and 6-67 located 
across from the Meeting Place from Residential to General Office Zone?”  
The Planning Board recommended a Yes vote. The vote by the residents 
was Yes 655 and No 473.

Now Mr. Bielagus wants to go back and rezone this for 18 affordable 
housing units.

Please join us in expressing your opinion at the next Planning Board 
Meeting on Wednesday, April 18th at 7:30 PM at the Town Hall.

Carol and Don Holden
Amherst

 
 
 

Not Seeking Reelection
To the editor:

The decision to seek public office results from a combination of quite per-
sonal beliefs and motivations...not seeking public office relies on the same 
process.  So after considerable thought, and with great appreciation for the 
opportunity to serve Milford and Amherst as a New Hampshire State Rep-
resentative these last four years, I will not file in June, for the Republican 
Primary this September.  I shall, however, be attentive to my duties and re-
sponsibilities in my current term of office until the new NH Legislature is 
elected on Election Day, November 6, 2012.

Respectfully,
Bill Belvin
State Rep., Hillsborough District 6
Milford/Amherst

The Notion of Change
To the editor:

Change can certainly be “good or bad” based on your frame of reference 
or perception. Looking at the definition of change, it is “to make the form, 
nature, content, future course, etc., of (something) different from what it is 
or from what it would be if left alone.”  Note that in the dictionaries defini-
tion it simply eludes to something being different without value being as-
sociated with the outcome. 

In order for a republic such as ours to undergo fundamental change as 
pushed by political parties, the States and citizenry of the country are re-
quired to be involved since it affects everyone in a good or bad way. It seems 
extremely simple and crystal clear that the politicians alone are not allowed 
to institute such changes otherwise we would have a vastly different form 
of government based on the tyranny of dictators.  Of course, politicians 
can certainly move to incite such changes through campaigns, debates, 
and speeches but can not by themselves institute such policies without the 
agreement by the country to amend the law of the land. 

That is why the reading of the Bill of Rights is for the most part very di-
rect using terms like “no law shall be,” “the right shall not be infringed,” 
“the right of the people,” etc. but as we have seen by men with no princi-
ples or character, these simple realities have been stretched beyond belief.  
Some basic examples of this which use the notion of fairness or safety as 
justification are laws which require citizens to fill out forms to be allowed 
to purchase and own a gun. 

It would seem reasonable that someone with extreme problems could 
be a danger to the country, so change the amendment and get everyone 
as required to agree. Don’t break the law by creating laws which take away 
the guarantees of the Constitution. Current laws recently passed that do 
away with your 4th amendment rights of search and seizure, and your 5th 
amendment rights concerning due process of law easily show the real in-
tent of these elites.  As Edmund Burke once wrote, “A government that en-
deavors to save man from his own folly succeeds only in creating a nation 
of fools.” Is that what we have become?

Why have our elected representatives felt it necessary to twist and in 
some recent cases deny that these expressed and guaranteed rights really 
carry the meaning we have lived under since the beginning?  Could it be 
that they know that the country would not except those changes and amend 
the bill of rights, thereby preventing the expansion of their power over the 
governed?  I think the expression of the “squeaky wheel gets the grease” has 
given rise to our misplaced priorities with the politicians increasing the 
noise (squeak) to change wants to needs. I think most of us know this sim-
ple truth but it is hard for us to admit that we have been taken advantage of 
over the years and must blame ourselves for allowing such non principled, 
dishonorable individuals to con us into thinking they really cared.  

Carl Sagen once wrote,” One of the saddest lessons of history is this: If 
we’ve been bamboozled long enough, we tend to reject any evidence of the 
bamboozle. We’re no longer interested in finding out the truth. The bam-
boozle has captured us. It’s simply too painful to acknowledge, even to our-
selves, that we’ve been taken. Once you give a charlatan power over you, 
you almost never get it back.”

A speech by Bill Clinton in August of 1993 is evidence of this ongoing 
usurpation when he said.” If the personal freedoms guaranteed by the Con-
stitution inhibit the government’s ability to govern the people, we should 
look to limit those guarantees.” This was said by someone who took an 
oath to defend those guarantees as has all members of the government. Un-
fortunately, I sincerely believe that they have been blinded, as Andre Gide 
once said, “The true hypocrite is the one who ceases to perceive his decep-
tion, the one who lies with sincerity.” This sincerity in lies has deluded us 
into giving up our liberties without the required voice of the people.  

 
Don Bessler
Amherst

Peterman’s Viewpoint
To the editor:

My take away from the Amherst election results is not quite the same as 
Mr. Vincent’s in his letter of the March 27th in the Amherst Citizen.

The Secretary of State’s office puts Amherst registered voters at 7,889 as 
of December 2011.  So, my interpretation of the results is that only 29 % of 
the registered voters bothered to vote.  About 16-17% of the voters were 
decidedly not in favor of most everything on all the ballots except for a few 
warrant articles.    

So, citizens of Amherst, of the 29% minority who did bother to vote a 
few more that 50% of those voters made the decision for the other 71%.  
They turned down the town and school budgets despite the fact that they 
were supported by the elected boards and the Ways & Means and Finance 
Committees.   My take is that  this small minority of citizens decided that 
perhaps we should have fewer “dump” hours, fewer town hall hours, fewer 
library hours,  fewer sports activities, less technology, fewer employees to 
serve us and that a 20 year old building does not need major repairs.   

My take is that elected officials still believe that they do not have to reach 
the citizens that use most of the services.  No longer is it possible to have a 
deliberative session that hardly anyone attends, put out a voter’s guide that 
hardly anyone reads and expect to get the result you would like.  If you re-
ally believe in your budgets, warrants and bonds, then you need to become 
more proactive in telling your story.  

My take on this election was that a majority just do not care what is hap-
pening to their town and schools.   

I read the other day, that in Australia and New Zealand, voting is manda-
tory.  What a novel idea.

Marilyn Peterman
Amherst

Conservatives Don’t Want Health 
Care Reform
To the editor:

By some accounts the Supreme Court hearings this week on the Afford-
able Care Act didn’t go too well. The Conservative members of the court 
wanted to equate the health care mandate to other non-relevant purchases. 
Justice Scalia compared the Affordable Care Act mandate to purchase in-
surance to that of forcing everyone to purchase broccoli which in my mind 
is a silly comparison. 

Scalia’s example would be relevant if the government forced markets to 
provide broccoli free of charge to a segment of the population and then 
forced the rest of us to absorb that cost as a part of our purchase of broc-
coli. However, currently no one gets broccoli free simply by showing up at 
the market and requesting it. Note: you can substitute just about any other 
commodity for broccoli in this example.

But this is exactly what happens with health care. People can show up at 
a hospital without fear of being denied care or having to pay for it. We as a 
nation have decided that denying care to those suffering would be immoral 
and unacceptable for a great nation. It is this very generosity that current-
ly costs every family purchasing health insurance an additional $1000 per 
year.

President Obama’s Affordable Care Act attempts rationalize these as-
pects of US health,i.e. providing health care to everyone and through pri-
vate insurance.

The Supreme Court will hand down its opinion sometime this summer. 
For the good of our country I can only hope they uphold all of The Afford-
able Care Act provisions. If not, when will we as a nation and state align our 
economic realities with our supposed moral values? 

RJ Iannuzzelli
Amherst

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder
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Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England
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John Leonard
Master Plumber & Gas Fitter / Owner

Lic# 4690; Gas Lic# GFE0804031

6 Tamarack Lane
Amherst, NH 03031
Ph: 603.554.5911

Email: john@tamarackplumbing.com

“What’s Bugging YOU?”
Residential • COmmeRCial

through inspection, monitoring, seasonal 
treatments and minor exclusion work, 
we will create a program to keep your 

home or business pest free.

112a amherst street • amherst, nH • (603) 673-2433 • www.4seasonspest.com

Spring Grooming Time...
All Natural Shampoos and Treatments! 

Summer cuts, field cuts, flea and tick treatments 
7 days a week with our professional groomers.  

Call to make an appointment TODAY!

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032


