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 April Vacation in the Chil-
dren’s Room!  

If you’re staying home for April 
vacation, don’t worry--we have lots 
planned for the week! Whether you 
like live animals, music, a movie mati-
nee, legos or crafts---we’ve got you cov-
ered! Here’s the line-up:

Monday, April 23 at 2:30 Wingmasters 
Raptor Program--Birds of prey are also known 
as raptors. Jim Parks, a certified raptor rehabilitator, 
will visit with some live raptors.  Many of you have seen 
Jim’s program at school.  If you have, you’re sure to want 
to see these amazing birds again.  If you haven’t, make 
sure you come and meet them! Ages 6 and up. Register 
online or call 673-2288.

Tuesday, April 24 at 10:30 Wayne from Maine .  Join 
us for a rollicking good time with Wayne Read, chil-
dren’s musician from “up Maine”.  If you haven’t heard 
Wayne before, you’re in for a treat—he’ll get us all sing-
ing and dancing, and he’s always lots of fun! All ages 
welcome, no need to register.

Wednesday, April 25 at 2:00 Movie Matinee---to be 
announced You bring a pillow and a water bottle, we’ll 
provide the popcorn and a G-rated movie! Suggested 
for children 5 and up. No registration necessary.

Thursday, April 26 at 3:30  Lego My Library  Bring 
your creativity to the library, and we’ll provide the 
Legos! For children ages 5 and up. Register online or 
call 673-2288.

All Week Long---Make-it/Take-it craft Come 
in any time, and make a “Birds in a Nest” craft at our 
make-it/take-it craft table.

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes are drop 
in, we love to see you when you are able to 

attend. Storytimes are held the follow-
ing days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime 
( from birth to 24 mos.) is on Friday 
mornings at 10:30.  Next session 
meets: April 13.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year 
olds and their caregivers meet Tues-
days at 10:00.  Next session meets: 
April 10. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on 
Wednesdays at 1:00pm and Thurs-

days at 10:00am.  Next session meets: 
April 11 (Weds. afternoons) and April 

12 (Thurs. mornings)

Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub (for kids in grades 2-4 and parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  For the month of April, club members are 
reading the first book in the Nathaniel Fludd, Beastolo-
gist series---The Flight of the Phoenix.  Come in and 
talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th and 
6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 to review the newest fiction titles 
that we’ve all been reading—then Miss Sarah passes 
these ratings on to the Great Stone Face Committee at 
the state level.  We’re an opinionated group that loves 
to read---and loves to talk about what we’re reading! If 
you’d like to join us, come in and talk to Miss Sarah.

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club (for 7th and 
8th graders) gather on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month to share opinions about the newest YA fiction 
titles we’re reading.  Right now we’re planning a Hunger 
Games get-together to coincide with the movie release.  
If you love to read, and love to talk about what you’re 
reading, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested.
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Spring wildflowers have begun to make their 
showing.  Trailing-arbutus came first, growing 
with white bell-shaped blossoms on south-facing 
slopes.  Overhead, the complex red and yellow blos-
soms of red maples capture the eye.  Blueberries 
and shadblow, also called serviceberry, are ready to 
burst forth.  The shadblow gets its names from two 
other seasonal events.  This is the time when shad 
run (or try to run) up coastal rivers from the At-
lantic.  Also, it is the time when frost is gone and 
burial services can be held after a winter of freez-
ing weather and hard ground.

Trailing-arbutus also enjoys many names de-
pending on the region of the country; includ-
ing shadflower (there comes that fish connection 
again), mayflower and gravel plant.  Legend has it 
that, on landing in Plymouth, the Pilgrims saw this 
flower and named it after their ship:

Yet God be praised! The Pilgrim said,
Who saw the blossoms peer
Above the brown leaves, dry and dead,
Behold our Mayflower here!
God wills it, here our rest shall be,
Our years of wandering o’er,
For us the Mayflower of the sea
Shall spread her sails no more.

  — J.G. Whittier

Many wild plants that we appreciate today for 
their blossoms were used medicinally by the Na-
tive Americans and Colonists who learned from 
the Indians.  Tea made from the leaves and blos-
soms of the trailing-arbutus, for instance, was used 
in to the 1920s to treat malaria and diseases of the 

urinary tract (kidney 
stones, hence the name 
gravel plant).

Another early-bloom-
ing white flower is gold thread found in moist 
woods.  It is easily identified by its bright gold, 
thread-like roots.  This plant was used by the In-
dians to dye porcupine quills and by people, espe-
cially babies, suffering with mouth sores.  It was re-
ported in a 1930 publication that gold thread could 
be helpful in combating the drinking habit.  What 
more could one ask for?

Many, many books are available to help identi-
fy the flowers along the ACC trails.  The Commis-
sion’s Amherst Walk Book suggests trails in a va-
riety of habitats from the boardwalks of Ponemah 
Bog to the dry slopes of Joe English Reservation.  
Couple this with a guide we find invaluable - New-
comb’s Wildflower Guide, written by Larry New-
comb and illustrated by Gordon Morrison.  Other 
guides, based around photographs, too often don’t 
picture the leaves which are very important in 
plant identification.

Robert Frost who lived in Amherst for a time had 
this to say about springtime weather here:

The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day.
When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the middle of May.
But if you so much as dare to speak,
A cloud comes over the sunlit arch,
And wind comes off a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of 
March.

Songs Of Old New Hampshire
AMHERST - The Amherst Town 

Library is pleased to present the fi-
nal program of the Right Here in 
New Hampshire series, “Songs of 
Old New Hampshire,” on Tuesday, 
April 24th from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in 
the Johnson Meeting Room.  Draw-
ing heavily on the repertoire of tra-
ditional singer Lena Bourne Fish 
(1873-1945) of Jaffrey and Temple, 
New Hampshire, performer Jeff 
Warner offers the songs and sto-
ries that, in the words of Carl Sand-
burg, tell us “where we came from 
and what brought us along.”  These 
ballads, love songs and comic piec-
es reveal the experiences and emo-
tions of daily life in the days be-
fore movies, sound recordings, and 
for some, books.  Songs from the 
lumber camps, the decks of sail-
ing ships, the textile mills and the 
war between the sexes offer views of 
pre-industrial New England and a 
chance to hear living artifacts from 
the 18th and 19th centuries. We are 
grateful for the grant provided by 
the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council that makes this program 
possible.

Presenter Jeff Warner connects 
21st century audiences with the 
music and everyday lives of 19th 
century people.  He presents musi-
cal traditions from the Outer Banks 
fishing villages of North Carolina 
to the lumber camps of the Adiron-
dack Mountains and the whaling 
ports of New England.  Warner ac-
companies his songs on concertina, 

banjo, guitar, and several “pocket 
instruments,” such as bones and 
Jew’s harp.  Warner is a folklorist 
and Community Scholar for the 
New Hampshire Council on the 
Arts and has been named a 2007 
State Arts Council Fellow.  He has 
toured nationally for the Smithson-
ian Institution and has recorded for 
Flying Fish/Rounder Records and 
other labels.

 During the entire month of April, 
the Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library also present a Profession-
al Art Exhibit complementing our 
adult programming offerings with 
the theme of Right Here in New 

Hampshire.  The Art Exhibit will 
feature New Hampshire artists de-
picting New Hampshire scenes.  So 
please allow some extra time to view 
the Exhibit before heading down to 
the Johnson Meeting Room for one 
our April programs!

Presentations at the Library are 
free and open to the public.  How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
our adult programs due to space 
limitations. You can register for 
this program by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.” 

Volunteers Wanted for the Amherst Town Library
AMHERST - Please join The 

Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary, a non-profit all volunteer 
group that devotes time to support 
the library through fund raising ef-
forts along with developing pro-
grams that enrich the library’s cul-
tural services to our community. 

We are seeking volunteers who 
would be interested in helping out 
with some of the many services The 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary provide including: member-
ship drives, museum passes, fund-
raisers, newsletters, book sales, 
museum trips, library book bags 
and note cards, student art shows, 
professional art exhibits, display 
case collections, hospitality for 
events, book groups, and holiday 
decorations just to name a few.   

Right now there is a critical need 
for volunteers to help out with the 

Annual Student Art Show in May. 
(Note: next year’s art show will be 
cancelled if we don’t get additional 
volunteers). We also need people to 
assist with the monthly Profession-
al Art Exhibits. These are fun posi-
tions for those of you who enjoy art 
and want to promote and encour-
age student artists and professionals 
alike by providing them with rec-
ognition and a venue of their work 
with the benefit of adding beauty 
and culture to the community.  

Other top needs are for a record-
ing secretary for our monthly meet-
ings and   a vice-chair who will work 
closely with the current chairper-
son to organize and head commu-
nications between the various vol-
unteers.        

All volunteers are warmly wel-
comed, receiving group support 
and encouragement in a relaxed 

atmosphere, team training when 
needed and community apprecia-
tion. Best of all, you share in the fun 
and rewards that come with work-
ing with a great group of people. 
Our current Chair, Kimberly Ay-
ers would be happy to share with 
you the details of each opening, an-
swer your questions and invite you 
to our next meeting to see what we 
are all about. She can be reached at 
kimberlyayers@comcast.net.  Or by 
phone at 249-9108

Uprooted: Heartache And Hope In New Hampshire 
-- a Facilitated Film Discussion

AMHERST - As part of the April 
adult evening series Right Here 
in New Hampshire, the Amherst 
Town Library presents “Uprooted: 
Heartache and Hope in New Hamp-
shire—a facilitated film discussion” 
on Tuesday, April 17th  from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Johnson Meeting 
Room.  “Uprooted” is a 30-minute 
documentary based on interviews 
collected during the New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council’s Fenc-
es and Neighbors initiative on im-
migration.  It tells the story of five 
refugees who escaped from war-
torn countries to resettle in New 
Hampshire.  The film explores what 
it means to be a refugee, how it 
feels to make a new life in a strange 
place, often without English lan-
guage skills, family, jobs, or com-
munity contacts.  New Hampshire 
Humanities Council facilitator John 
Krueckeberg will introduce the film 
and lead the post-film discussion.

The film leaves us pondering 
questions of belonging and citi-
zenship.  What does it mean to be 
an American?  Once a refugee, are 
you destined always to be a refu-
gee?  What are our responsibilities 
toward one another? 

Professor John Krueckeberg 
earned his Ph. D. at the University 
of Arizona, where he studied the 
history of “fascism” and “antifas-
cism” as it manifested in the United 
States during the Great Depression.  
With expertise in American social 
and cultural history, John taught 
four years in Arizona near the U.S./
Mexico border.  Since 2001, “Dr. 
K” (as his students often call him) 
has taught U.S. History courses at 
Plymouth State University.

You are invited to join us for this 
presentation and the final pro-
gram of the series, “Songs of New 
Hampshire,” on Tuesday, April 24th 
from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. also funded 
through a grant received from the 

New Hampshire Humanities Coun-
cil.  And, during the entire month 
of April, the Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library also present a Profes-
sional Art Exhibit complementing 
our adult programming offerings 
with the theme of Right Here in 
New Hampshire.  The Art Exhibit 
will feature New Hampshire artists 
depicting New Hampshire scenes.  
So please allow some extra time 
to view the Exhibit before head-
ing down to the Johnson Meeting 
Room for one our April programs!

Presentations at the Library are 
free and open to the public.  How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
our adult programs due to space 
limitations. You can register for 
one or all of the Right Here in New 
Hampshire series programs for 
adults by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or 
by visiting our website at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and selecting “Cal-
endar of Events.” 

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

LAURA PIAZZA & DR.
LAURA GReensPAn

sat. Apr. 14, 1-3 PM
Laura discusses her book, “RECIPES

FOR REPAIR.” Joining her is the 
Hollis Naturopath to inform us about 

living well with Lyme Disease.
—————

PeteR GoLDen
sat., Apr. 21, 1-3 p.m.

What would you do if you had a second 
chance with the one that got away?

Please join the discussion when Peter 
visits to sign his stirring novel,

“COmEbACk LOvE”.
(Washington Square Pr., $15, pbk)

—————
www.toadbooks.com

Jeff Warner presents Songs of Old NH, April 24th


