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Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter of the Daughters of the American  
Revolution   Announces Recipients of  Good Citizen Award

AMHERST - Recipients of  the 
D.A. R. Good Citizen Award are  
Amherst’s Souhegan High School 
senior, Hannon Young,  daughter 
of York Edward and Jayne Mary 
Young; Wilton-Lyndeborough Co-
operative School senior, William 
Tremblay, son of  Ellen and Ran-
dall Tremblay; High Mowing  High 
School senior, David Janetos, son 
of Dale and James Janetos of Peter-
borough, and Milford High School 
senior, Allyson LaForge, daughter 
of Andrea and Lawrence LaForge.   
The Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter 
awards each student a pin, a certifi-
cate, and a US Savings Bond.

The selection of a Good Citizen 
is based on the qualities of depend-
ability, service, leadership and pa-
triotism demonstrated at home, at 
school and within their commu-
nity.  To enter the state level, each 
student must write a 500-word es-
say, with the title being selected by 
the National Good Citizen Chair-
man and only disclosed when the 
student writes the essay. The essay 
is written under the supervision of 
a faculty member with no access to 
reference materials and a time lim-
it  imposed. The essay along with 
school transcripts and a description 
of their extra curricular activities, 
future goals, school activities, and 
academic achievements are sent to 
the State Good Citizen Commit-
tee. Judging is based on rules estab-

lished by the National  Society of 
D.A.R.

On Friday, April 13th at the Hol-
iday Inn in Concord, the students, 
their parents, and members of the 
Josiah Crosby Chapter of the DAR, 
are invited to attend the state meet-
ing along with the other Good Cit-
izen recipients from across New 
Hampshire. The State DAR Good 
Citizen winner will be announced 
and receive $250.00. The State win-

ner continues on to the National 
level where a $3,000 scholarship is 
awarded to the winner. The  winner 
also is invited to the Continental 
Congress in Washington, DC and 
given a commemorative engraved 
silver bowl. The National second 
place winner receives a $1,000 
scholarship and third place receives 
a $750 scholarship.

Nancy Spears, Chairperson Good Citizen,  David Janetos, High Mowing High;  
Hannon Young, Souhegan High School;  William Tremblay, Wilton/Lynde-
borough Cooperative School;  Allyson LaForge, Milford High School; Helen 
Tognetti, DAR Regent. 

Amherst Juniors Organize Bingo Night

The winners of the large prizes given away during Family Bingo Night. Top 
row: Daniel Pariselli, Maren Allcock, Kelly Sileo and Kiera Gilman. Bottom 
row: Jonathan Heins, Patrick Forster and Izzie Caulton.

Emma Brown won a stuffed Tootsie 
Pop.

Dozens of students went home 
winners after Family Bingo Night 
on March 23rd. The event was held 
at Wilkins Elementary and was or-
ganized by the Amherst Junior 
Women’s Club.

The AJWC would like to thank 
the following donors: Moulton’s 
Market, Amherst Police Lt. James 
Brace, school librarian Kathleen 
McIntyre, Amherst PTA, Panera 
Bread, Cinemagic, The Toadstool 
Bookshops and Uno Chicago Grill  
and the numerous AJWC member 
donors and volunteers.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit local schools and area non-prof-
its. The AJWC is a group of Am-
herst-area women who volunteer 
their time, energy and talent to en-
hance the community by focusing 
their efforts on civic needs, educa-
tional advancement and those who 
are less fortunate.  

Local Garden Clubs host Gordon Hayward, April 19 at 7:30PM at the 
Bedford High School Theatre. Tickets are available for a nominal fee at the 
Toadstool Bookshop and at Moulton’s Market. Gordon, from Vermont and 
is a renown expert on gardening and will speak on the Intimate Garden. He 
has wonderful, informed advise on how to create the right garden for your 
land.

property is Lewis Stiles aged 55 (but 
you, faithful reader, know that legal-
ly his house at 6 Ponemah Road was 
owned by his daughter Roxanna). 

In the 1860 census of Amherst, 
there are eight shoemakers, two 
boot makers, and one 15-year-old 
apprentice shoemaker to his pa. 
Five of these men, including Stiles 
father and son, also had this occu-
pation here ten years earlier. In the 
1870 census, only 3 men in Amherst 
identify their primary occupation 
as shoemaker. Neither Stiles man 
was residing in Amherst at that 
time. Lewis Stiles had retired and 
was briefly living in Milford. Wal-
ter is missing, although his wife and 
daughters aged 21, 19 and 13, were 
in Nashua, where Frances appears 
to have taken in boarders (2 young 
children, 2 young women cotton 
mill workers, and an elderly wom-
an all with different surnames) in a 
house she does not own.

Being a shoemaker was no way 
to get rich in old Amherst. From 
the beginning of the 19th century, 
if a man lasted for ten years in this 
business here, that was a long time. 
The exception was David Russell 
– he outlasted all his competition 
but he also diversified into running 
a drug store as well. Although one 
could still buy custom-made boots 
and shoes in Amherst and Milford 
in 1870, here’s an article from the 
Nashua Telegraph of 29 Jan. 1859 
that tells how industrialization 
changed this trade: “The project of 
introducing the shoe manufactur-
ing business into Nashua is once 

more up for discussion. We hope 
this time that it will result in some-
thing more than talk. ... [T]here is 
no business which adds more to the 
material prosperity of a place. Un-
like most other mechanical busi-
ness, it affords employment to all 
classes to an indefinite extent. Men, 
women and children are employed 
in different states of shoe making, 
so that whole families are profit-
ably employed. A thousand persons 
could be employed here ...” (Re-
printed in 19 Oct. 1982 150th anni-
versary issue, p. B-19.)
Aid to Paupers

The family of Walter L. Stiles 
crossed the line into poverty. The 
town helped out its paupers, ei-
ther by providing space in the alms 
house for those totally destitute or 
unable to care for themselves or by 
providing financial aid as needed 
to cover certain bills for those liv-
ing in their own homes; the county 
reimbursed aid to county paupers 
(born out of state) who were town 
residents; and aid to both town 
and county paupers was reported 
in the town’s annual reports with-
out explanation. The first year the 
family of W. L. Stiles received aid 
was 1865/6, in the amount of $27 
for bills from two Nashua gener-
al stores (while a divorced mother 
with young children received $6 
and an elderly woman with an in-
valid husband received $9 to pay 
for her doctor’s bill and wood). In 
1868/9, out of a total $22.50 aid for 
persons living in their own home, 

the Stiles family received $17.50. 
For the next four years, Mrs. Stiles 
received support from Amherst. It’s 
possible that she was living in Nash-
ua as shown in 1870 census. (Nash-
ua would not have provided aid to a 
native of Amherst.) I have found no 
clue where Walter was during these 
late years. When his death in July 
1875 at the age of 59 was reported in 

the local newspaper, it said “former-
ly of this town.” Although neither 
Walter nor his wife Fanny (d. 1878 
at age 62) died in Amherst, they are 
both buried in Meadowview Cem-
etery along with their three babes 
who died in infancy. One of their 
daughters, as a married woman, be-
came quite a well known speaker 
advocating Temperance.  

Samuel Eaton House (c. 1847) at 6 Foundry Street. In 1846, Walter L. 
Stiles (1816-1875), a shoemaker, bought for $56 the empty lot of 65 
square rods with 4 rods and 1 link of frontage, across the street from 
the “Old Vestry” (former courthouse) where his father Lewis Stiles, also a 
shoemaker, had been renting for several years. Walter sold this house in 
March 1850 for $900 to foundry worker Samuel Eaton (1825-1892). 1850 
was the year that Daniel Hartshorn (with partners Aaron Lawrence and 
Charles Tuttle) moved their Souhegan Iron Foundry from the 3-story Brick 
Block on Main Street to Foundry Street.

u The Shoemaker Who Built Two Amherst Greek Revival Houses   continued from page 4

Low maintenance, energy efficient detached  
condos from NH’s premier builder, Stabile Homes 

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Great Homes. 
Great Communities. 
Great Time to Buy. 

50% off  
sunroom, our 
most popular 

option!* 

*On most floor plans for a limited time only 

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

26 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

NOW OPEN FOR THE 2012 SEASON!

FRAME DEPOT
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available
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In our Store Gallery: Originals & 
Prints by over 35 local artists plus 

sports, family, nature, general 
themed art, and many unique gifts.

Fantasy Art
Visit our website to find 

wonderfully unique artwork. 
Or stop in to frame your own 

cherished family memory.

View our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.

Fine Custom Framing 
 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4

We have ready-made frames & mats!

“Fiona” by James Christensen

www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

A Glass Enclosure is 
No Place to Cut corners.

Let us expertly design, 
measure and install 
your glass enclosure 
and leave your worries 
behind. 

•  Heavy Glass Frameless

•  Framed and Semi-Frameless

•  Water Spot Protection

•  Free Estimates

1144554   1 7/30/10   3:39:54 PM

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Nashua, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com www.amherstcitizen.com

Readers, please be sure to let our advertisers know 
that you saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen. 


