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AMHERST - Betsy Wil-
liams, teacher, author, and 
lecturer from Andover, 
MA will speak on Design-
ing Window Boxes at the 
May 3 meeting of the Am-
herst Garden Club at the 
Amherst Congregational 
Church.  Window boxes are 
gardens in a box—fun, man-
ageable, and pretty!  They 
can be used to decorate 
steps, walls, railings, patios, 
or porches.

Betsy Williams has been 
growing, selling, decorating 
and teaching about herbs 
and flowers since 1972.  
Trained as a florist in Boston 
and England, she combines 
an extensive knowledge of 
plant lore and gardening as 

the basis for her presenta-
tions.

The public is encouraged 
to attend the meeting which 
starts at 9:00 a.m. with a 
short business meeting and 
refreshments followed by 
the program at 10:30 a.m.
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SportsFolio
Spring team results plus SHS ski 
team awards, student-athletes, 
and others are featured.
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Schools 
Music of Disney is performed 
by third graders at Wilkins 
school.
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Next Issue: May 8, 2012
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Mont Vernon
Mont Vernon Village School’s 
winners and artwork are  
featured in this issue.
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Selectmen - Default Budget 
Discussion

The Amherst Board of Selectmen will meet on 
Monday, April 30th, at the Amherst Town Hall at 
6:30 pm to discuss the 2013 default budget.  The 
public is encouraged to attend to listen, to offer 
input, and to ask questions.  The default budget 
is about $240,000 less then the proposed 2013 
budget that was defeated in March.

Amherst Rabies Vaccine Clinic
The clinic will be held on Saturday, May 5th, 

from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. at the Amherst South Fire 
Station, Stearns Road. Dogs on leashes and cats 
in carriers.  $13.00 per vaccination.  Amherst town 
clerk will be on site to register Amherst residents 
for licensing.  

DAR Program;  Dissent Among 
the Puritans

AMHERST  - The Captain Josiah Crosby Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution is pleased 
to bring a program sponsored by the NH Humani-
ties Council to the Amherst Town Library on Mon-
day, May 7th at 2:00 p.m. It is free of charge and 
open to the public. Dissent Among the Puritans by 
Linda Palmer is a fascinating tale about early New 
England. After the presentation there will be light 
refreshments and following refreshments there will 
be a brief DAR business meeting. 

Garden Club Plant Sale
Annual Amherst Garden Club Plant Sale will take 

place Saturday, May 12 from 8:30 am to 1:00 
pm at the Wilkins School on Boston Post Road in 
Amherst.  The sale will feature over 2000 locally 
grown perennials as well as annuals, vegetable 
plants, hanging baskets, shrubs, gently used gar-
den books, home baked goods and raffle baskets.  
Garden club members will be available to answer 
questions and give assistance.

AMHERST REPUBLICANS
Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, May 5, 8:00 AM
Joey’s Diner, Route 101A, Amherst

Guest speaker will be NH House Speaker Bill 
O’Brien. 

Read about Speaker O’Brien and all the accom-
plishments of our Republican House Majority at 
http://nhhousegop.com/  

For more information please visit www.amher-
strepublicans.org

Learn the Facts About Lyme 
Disease

A Community Lyme Disease Awareness Program 
will be held at Souhegan High School on Monday, 
May 7 in the Theater.  The event is free and open 
to the public. 

Speaking will be David Hunter and Sherrie Juris.  
Ms. Juris is a biologist and will explain the tick’s life 
cycle and offer strategies to make your yard less 
likely to harbor the ticks that transmit Lyme dis-
ease.  Mr. Hunter is a Lyme patient advocate and 
educator, and has been active in Lyme education 
for many years both in NH and in his former state 
of CT. 

The program begins at 7 p.m. and will conclude 
with a question and answer period.  Come learn 
about this growing concern and what you can do 
to prevent yourself or a loved one from contracting 
Lyme disease. Page 3.

Annual Spring Yard Sale Benefit 
for Souhegan Nordic Ski Team
Saturday May 12, 2012, 8:00 - 2:00, 
at The Meeting Place, Route 101 in 
Amherst

The sale will feature a huge variety of items 
including sports/exercise equipment, toys, books, 
tools, kitchen items, small furniture and many trea-
sures!  Rain date May 19.

Car Raffle for 2012 Toyota Prius Benefits  
Historic Meeting House of Amherst

Early Bird Raffle for Apple iPad, Red Sox tickets

Dissent Among The Puritans

Amherst Garden Club 

May 3 Meeting to Focus on 
Designing Window Boxes

Betsy Williams

AMHERST – The Con-
gregational Church of Am-
herst, United Church of 
Christ is raffling off a silver 
2012 Toyota Prius to benefit 
the preservation and main-
tenance of the building 
and grounds of the Histor-
ic Meeting House of Am-
herst, NH.  The Prius, from 
Toyota of Nashua, is val-
ued at $25,000.  The Meet-
ing House is used for many 
community events, includ-
ing Boy and Girl Scout 
meetings, Fourth of July ac-
tivities, and the Tree Light-
ing ceremony.  It houses the 
Preschool in the Village, 
and numerous community 
group meetings. 

Tickets will sell for $100 
each, and a maximum of 
600 tickets will be sold. 
Tickets for the car raffle 
may be purchased until 
11pm EST July 10th. There 
will be an early bird raffle 
for Apple’s newest iPad, and 
2 Red Sox tickets.  Everyone 

who purchases a ticket by 
11pm EST May 16th, will be 
entered into the early bird 
raffle, which will be drawn 
in the Church’s Communi-
ty Room, Sunday, May 20th, 
2012 at 11:30 a.m.  The car 
drawing will take place Sat-
urday, July 14th, 2012, at the 
5:00 p.m. Bean Supper at 
the Congregational Church 
of Amherst.   

Tickets can be purchased 
from Congregational 
Church of Amherst mem-
bers, at Moulton’s Market 
and the Homestead Gro-
cery & Deli in Amherst, 
the Toadstool Bookstore 
in Milford or online at 
http://ccamherst.org/raffle/.  
Please check the website 
for more information, full 
terms and conditions.

Protect the past and look 
to the future, as you support 
the Historic Meeting House 
with your chance to win an 
iPad, Red Sox tickets, and a 
2012 Prius.

AMHERST - The 
Captain Josiah Cros-
by Chapter Daugh-
ters of the American 
Revolution is pleased 
to bring a program 
sponsored by a grant 
from the New Hamp-
shire Humanities 
Council to the Am-
herst Town Library 
on Monday, May 7th 
at 2:00 p.m. It is free 
of charge and open 
to the public. Dissent 
Among the Puritans 
by Linda Palmer is a 
fascinating tale about 
early New England. 
The year is 1637. Ann 
Vassall, wife of Wil-
liam Vassall of Essex, 
England, one of the found-
ers of the Massachusetts 
Bay Company, welcomes 
you to your new home in 
the bay. Her words of advice 
and narration of events go-
ing on in town might make 
you wish you had stayed in 
England or look toward New 
Hampshire or Connecti-

cut as a place of settlement. 
The living history portion of 
the program is followed by a 
colorful PowerPoint presen-
tation, chronicling the dis-
sent among fellow puritans 
after they reached Massa-
chusetts, focusing on the 
anger directed at William 

Linda Palmer as Ann Vassall

Continued on page 4  u

Recent Bear Sightings in Amherst

On Friday afternoon April 13th 
at approximately 4pm, Amherst 
Police and NH Fish & Game officers 
blocked Thornton Ferry Rd II near 
the entrance of David and Susan 
Paquin’s driveway for 200 yards. 
Apparently, a passer-by called po-
lice to report a bear sighting. Upon 
arrival, the bear and her cubs were 
in a pine tree at the front corner 
of the Paquin’s property near the 
wetlands. 
At approximately 4:30PM the 
mother bear crossed Thornton Ferry 
Rd II and her cubs followed behind 
and proceeded along the wet-
lands abutting the Souhegan river. 
The bears were last seen walking 
around the back of the wetlands, 
towards the river and disappeared 
into the thickly wooded area. (If 
they crossed the river at that point, 
they would be in the Simeon Wilson 
neighborhood, very close to the 
Souhegan High School playing 
fields.) Fish & Game experts esti-
mated the bear to be approximately 
400 lbs.
Paquin’s bird feeder was pulled 
from a wrought iron bracket at-
tached to the house and was found 
mangled and empty nearby.

Three “neighbors” wandered into Bill Swift’s back yard in Amherst on Friday April 20th at 11:30am 
looking for leftovers from the bird feeders and suet feeders they demolished the previous week. This 
week they went home empty handed but it was still an enjoyable family outing. It was the second 
year the family has dropped in. The first year Bill made the mistake of sprinkling cracked corn 
around the back yard for the wild turkeys. “We had the three bears in our back yard for three days. 
We were hostages in our own house. Not recommended.”

Gubernatorial Candidate 
Visits Amherst

AMHERST – Ovide 
Lamontagne is a Republi-
can party candidate for the 
office of Governor of New 
Hampshire.  At a recent cof-
fee held in his honor by Mrs. 
Nancy Tarpley. Lamontagne 

greeted over 60 guests.  In 
his remarks he vowed to “re-
new our New Hampshire 
advantage” and build an ex-
ceptional state that would 

Nancy Tarpley with Ovide Lamontagne
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CROP Walk 2012
The annual CROP Walk for Hunger 
is set for May 6, organized by Souhe-
gan Valley Interfaith. 
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Arts 
World-renowned violinist performs 
with NH Philharmonic, April 28 at 
the Palace Theatre, Manchester.


