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Town NewsEvents Calendar
Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society

Upcoming Events
The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon is looking for volunteers for their annual 

Ponemah Bog Work Day. The group will meet from 9-noon on Saturday, April 28 to 
spruce up the bog trails and boardwalks. Ponemah Bog is a kettle hole bog located 
in Amherst, NH and managed by NH Audubon. To volunteer for the work day or for 
more information, please contact Jack Gleason at 673-3177. 

To learn more about the bog and for directions, download the brochure at http://
www.nhstateparks.org/uploads/pdf/Quest-PonemahBogMap.pdf

Camera Club’s May Meeting
Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, May 7th at 7:30 

p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. The meeting will feature NECCC 
commentary regarding some of the award winning photographs in inter-club com-
petitions.  We are an informal club offering educational programs for all ability lev-
els and the opportunity to meet people with similar interests. We meet on the first 
and third Mondays of the month. Be our guest for your first meeting. Dues for the 
remainder of the year are $20 for individuals. For information or to leave a mes-
sage go to www.photographersforum.org. 

Dementia Support Group
Summerhill holds a monthly Dementia Support Group meeting: 
Open to Families, Caregivers or anyone wishing to learn more about dementia.
Held the third Wednesday of each month from 6 - 7 pm in the Monadnock 

Room at Summerhill Assisted Living, 183 Old Dublin Rd., Peterborough.  Please 
RSVP to Perry at 924-6239 or info@summerhillal.com

Amherst Area Newcomers Club
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of  interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have  lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

Amherst MOMS Club
The Amherst MOMS Club holds a monthly business meeting open to residents 

every third Tuesday  at The First Baptist Church, 25 1/2 Middle Street in the Town 
of Amherst.  The International MOMS Club is a non-profit organization supporting 
moms who are home with their children.  Members can be stay-at-home, work-at-
home, or work part-time outside the home, but most activities take place during 
the weekday to support these moms without taking away from family time in the 
evenings and weekends. The exception to this rule is MOMS Night Out, a once-a-
month chance for moms to get out and have some me-time with friends. Other ac-
tivities include play dates, outings, get-togethers, and community service projects. 
For more information please e mail amherstmomsclubnh@gmail.com

Historic Amherst

Warning Newcomers Out of Town in 1700s
Paupers in Amherst – Part One

Continued on page 6  u

Vassall, Ann’s husband, who was 
despised by minister and magistrate 
alike for his liberal ideas about civ-
il liberty and religion. Presented by 
Linda Palmer who earned her MA 
in Teaching at Indiana University. 
Her fascination with the early set-
tlers of New England resulted in a 
walking tour of 17th century Boston 

called Where Did the Puritans Go? 
She has performed her Ann Vassall 
monologue at many Massachusetts 
and Connecticut venues. After the 
presentation there will be light re-
freshments. Following the break 
there will be a brief DAR business 
meeting. Contact Jackie Marshall 
673-8029 for information.

Amherst Garden Club Accepting 
Requests to Fund Projects

The Amherst Garden Club’s 2011 Garden Tour was a great suc-
cess.  The proceeds from that Tour are now available to be dispersed 
to individuals and organizations that have projects in need of fund-
ing.  The projects must support the Mission Statement of the Am-
herst Garden Club which reads:

     “Our mission is to provide education, resources and network-
ing opportunities for our Members to promote the love of gardening, 
civic landscaping and environmental responsibility.”

Additionally, the project must be in Amherst.
To apply for funding, please provide the following:

1.	 	Background	information	on	your	project	and	how	it	supports	the	
Mission	Statement	above.

2.	Your	plan	for	using	the	awarded	funds.
3.	 The	amount	of	money	you	are	requesting.

Send the above information to Charlene Carper, 3 Madison Lane, 
Amherst.  The deadline for receiving all requests is May 15, 2012.  
Awards will be given out by June 15, 2012.  If you have any questions, 
contact Charlene at 673-8422.                                                         
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Bellwether makes it easy to get a great home equity line! This unique line locks 
in a historically low rate for three full years before returning to a variable rate. 
Own the flexibility of an equity line with the stability of a fixed rate for 36 months. 

Apply today and take advantage of historically low rates!

Bellwether—making it easy to get a great home equity line

Move into a better 
home equity line.

Apply online at 
BCCU.org/Equity
call 1 (866) 996-9828
or visit a Bellwether branch today!

2.75%

2.75%

APR*

APR*

First 3 Years 
As low as

-

Thereafter
As low as 

Where Easy Adds Up TM

Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates has one of the most 
experienced hygiene teams in the region.

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit	independent	living		

community for Seniors
•	 Large	function	and	activity	rooms
•	 Library	with	fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
•	 Planned	social	activities	

and functions
• Wellness and exercise 

programs

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are	now	available,	with	heat	and	
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives,

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

6-1 Manhattan Drive 
Amherst, NH 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
       603-521-7757 

 Check us out at: 
www.knottlandcare.com 

“We Are Your Property Care Experts” 

• Landscape Maintenance Packages 
• Shrub removal and replacement 

• Mulching 
• Irrigation Systems 

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

At the time the Town of Amherst, N.H. 
was incorporated, newcomers who didn’t 
have the means – or perhaps maybe might 
no longer have the “wherewithall” in the near 
future – to support themselves were simply, 
legally and officially, kicked out of town in or-
der to make sure that they would not become 
charges of the town. The selectmen would 
make out a warrant addressed to the consta-
ble, who carried out the “warning” to depart, 
confirming the action in writing with date at 
the bottom or reverse of the warrant paper; 
and then it was returned to the Court of the 
General Sessions of the Peace (held in Ports-
mouth until the Province of New Hampshire’s 
division into counties was implemented in 
1771). Such warrants were also called “cau-
tion against a pauper.” Actually, the person or 
family “warned out” wasn’t necessarily forced 
out of town. The warning was a pre-emptive 
strike so-to-speak to prevent future liability.

In 18th century New Hampshire, towns 
were legally obligated not to let inhabitants 
starve or freeze to death. The smaller the 
community, the greater the burden, so towns’ 
liability for paupers hinged on the definition 
of “inhabitant.” Early law recognized the right 
of towns to exclude strangers. In 1679/80, the 
General Lawes & Liberties of the Province of 
New Hampshire enacted by the General As-
sembly in Portsmouth dealt with the right of 
a constable or selectman to warn out 
of town a newcomer who had need of 
relief. A law of 1680/1, stipulated that 
masters of vessels were not allowed to 
drop off such persons, except if some-
one took them on as apprentice or 
covenant servant, or they had to post a 
bond. “An act directing the admission 
of town inhabitants” of 1718 clarified 
that only freeholders and proprietors 
of land, those born there, and those 
that had served an apprenticeship and 
had not moved to become inhabit-
ants elsewhere, shall be admitted to 
the privilege of elections in such town, 
others only with approval from the se-
lectmen. This law further spelled out 
that towns were not obliged to sup-
port any needy persons not approved 

who had been warned to depart and leave be-
fore 12 months’ residency. A 1719 act gave the 
towns 3 months to warn a newly arrived per-
son out (except those there for education or 
medical treatment). In 1771, the warning out 
period to defeat settlement was extended to 
12 months. The practice of warning out con-
tinued in N.H. for some 119 years.
People	Warned	Out	of	Amherst

1762: Rebecca Boutwell of Reading in the 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay & Coun-
ty of Middlesex arrived in Amherst, N.H., on 
7 September; a warrant, addressed to con-
stable David Heartshorn, warning her to de-
part & leave within four (4) days after being 
served, was signed by selectmen Solomon 
Hutchinson, Robert Read, and John Shepard 
Jr. on 30 Nov.  Note: Folks named Boutwell 
(later spelled Boutell), hailing from Reading, 
were among the earliest settlers of Souhe-
gan West township. One was a deacon who 
settled about one mile south of the Village; 
others settled along Souhegan River on what 
is now called Thornton Ferry Rd2; some re-
turned to Reading. So this Rebecca probably 
had relatives (though evidently not close) in 
Amherst.

1763: The record book of Amherst town 
treasurers, 1763-1810, contains this entry for 
1763 regarding accounting for Lieut. Andrew 
Bradford, constable: “to Serving Warrants to 
warn 3 persons out of Town –  7 [pounds] -

0-0 [old tenor].” (Constables also “warned” 
male citizens about town meetings and col-
lected taxes.) 

1764: Eleanor Davis, single woman, ar-
rived 26 June; and was warned to depart & 
leave within two days  by constable Ebene-
zer Lyon by virtue of warrant dated 20 Au-
gust in 4th year of his Majesty’s reign signed 
by selectmen John Shepard Jr., Thos. Wake-
field, Robert Read, and John Graham. Town 
treasurer Wm Peabody’s records for 1764 in-
clude: “by his [“Eben’r Lyon Constable”] Serv-
ing a Warrant to warn Nel Davis out of Town 
– 0 [pounds] - 15 [shillings] - 0 [pence] [new 
tenor].” 

1765: Ruth Johnston, “an illegitimate 
daughter of Mary Williams,” came to Am-
herst on 6 April; and was warned by con-
stable William Peabody on 11 June to leave 
within 14 days, by virtue of warrant signed 
by selectmen John Shepard Jr., Moses Nich-
ols, and Thomas Wakefield in June (May 
scratched out).

1765 and 1770: William King and wife Es-
ther with two of their children came to Am-
herst in the middle of January 1765; in early 
April selectmen J. Shepard, Thos. Wakefield, 
and Moses Nichols issued a warrant to warn 
them out within two days, and on 7 April, 
constable Nathan Kendall delivered it. Pre-
sumably they did leave, because this same 
family was warned out a second time. On 
19 Jan. 1770, William King & wife Esther to-

gether with their children Esther, 
William, John, Elizabeth, and Jo-
seph, last from Merrymac, again 
came to sojourn or dwell in Am-
herst and this time were warned to 
depart within 14 days, selectmen 
Reuben Mussey, Nahum Baldwin, 
Thos. Wakefield, and W. Town Jr. 
having issued a warrant on 21 Feb., 
which constable M. Nichols served 
on 12 March. 

Note: Two men named William 
King, presumably Sr. and Jr., are 
listed with families on same page 
of 1790 census of Amherst. A death 
notice at Merrimac for Mr. William 
King, aged 64, appeared 5 Feb. 1795 
in the Amherst Journal, the first 
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