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newspaper published in Hillsbor-
ough county; the death of William 
King on 31 Jan. 1795 was recorded 
by the Congregational Church of 
Amherst. Widow Esther King died 
in Amherst, April 1813, aged 72 
(death notice in the Farmer’s Cab-
inet). There is a William King in 
Merrimac in 1800 and 1810 cen-
suses. The only head of household 
named King in Amherst in 1810 was 
Robert M. King (b. c.1780 accord-
ing to 1850 census of Wisconsin), 
who in 1803 had married Betsey 
Barnard (1779-1872), eldest child of 
Rev. Jeremiah Barnard (1750-1835). 
A house on the Plain, owned by 
Col. Robert Means and occupied by 
Robert M. King, was burnt Sunday, 
19 Sep. 1807, but timely aid from 
people attending the nearby meet-
ing-house saved most of the furni-
ture and prevented the blaze from 
spreading. As Secomb’s History of 
Amherst contains no genealogy for 
King families, it’s unknown wheth-
er Robert was related to the fam-
ily warned out, but possibly he was 
Esther’s son, because Robert Means 
King and Esther King were both 
baptized as adults in the Congrega-
tional Church in Amherst in 1800. 
1769: Andrew Richardson and 

his wife Mary came from Tewks-
bury, Mass., on 4 Nov.; selectmen 
Thos. Wakefield and Nahum Bald-
win signed a warrant on 1 Dec., so 
these newcomers were warned on 
15 Dec. by constable W. Town Jr. to 
leave within 14 days.
1770: George Wilson, wife Mar-

tha, and children Abigail, John, 
Elizabeth, and Aaron, “lawful in-
habitants of Lyndeborough,” ar-
rived at the end of March; and were 
warned by constable Moses Nich-
ols on 22 June to depart within 6 
days, by virtue of warrant dated 19 
June and signed by selectmen Thos. 
Wakefield, John Shepard Jr., and 
Daniel Campbel. It appears that the 
family did return to Lyndeboro, be-

cause in addition to George Jr. born 
1758, Abigail 1759, Joseph 1762, 
John 1764, Elizabeth 1767, and Aar-
on 1769, Hannah was born there to 
this couple in July 1771. 
1771: Sarah Upton, “a minor 

daughter of Caleb Upton deceased,” 
came from Fitchburg in the Prov-
ince of the Massachusetts Bay to 
Amherst and was received into the 
house of Ensign Sam’l Stuard [spell-
ing later standardized to Stew-
art], who notified the selectmen of 
her sojourn and that she had not 
means sufficient to support her-
self; so Mssrs. Shepard, Wakefield 
and Campbel issued a warrant on 
14 Feb., about six weeks after her 
arrival, and on 21 Feb. constable 
Moses Nichols delivered the “cau-
tion against a pauper” to leave town 
within 14 days. Stewart must have 
known the 1766 law, still in effect, 
which imposed a penalty on those 
“secretly entertaining strangers in 
their houses till they become in-
habitants, which they are allowed 
to be in three months” and required 
the host to inform the authorities 
within 20 days. Note: The house of 
Samuel Stewart (1716-1776) was the 
older part of the one still standing 
at 19 Main Street, known after lat-
er owner-occupants as Hon. Samu-
el Dana Mansion and Dr. Matthias 
Spalding Mansion.

These eight nearly 250-year-old 
original warrants, with real signa-
tures, are all the ones kept in a dedi-
cated archival, acid-free folder at the 
N.H. State Archives on Fruit Street 
in Concord. Judging by the dates, 
one can assume that these warrants 
served in his Majesty’s name were 
filed with the provincial court at 
Portsmouth.  
Warned Out of Monson (South 
Amherst) But Stayed 

The land south of Souhegan Riv-
er, now part of Amherst, was not 
initially within the bounds of Nar-

ragansett No. 3 plantation, soon re-
named Souhegan West. It was part 
of Monson. 
1767: Josiah Kidder Sr. (b. 1717 in 

Billerica), a cabinet-maker, removed 
from Tewksbury, Mass. to Monson, 
N.H. about May 1767 and settled at 
a place known as Peacock village, 
now in the south part of Amherst. 
Monson’s selectmen warned the 
family out of town on 21 July 1767, 
but they stayed. Josiah Jr. (b. 1745 in 
Tewksbury), also a cabinet-maker 
who made coffins, settled in Mon-
son near his father. His children 
were born in Amherst. (Jr. & family 
are recorded in Secomb’s Amherst 
genealogy section.)
1770: John Dutton Jr. (b. 1751 in 

Billerica) was warned out of town 
by Monson selectmen. He married 
Rachel Stearns (c.1755-1829) in May 
1781 and settled north of Peacock 
village in Amherst. (This family too 
is in Secomb’s History of Amherst.)
Transient Paupers in 1790s

The state would reimburse towns 
for the care of transient paupers; 
such a case is recorded for Amherst 
in 1796, for example.

What to do when an out-of-town-
er up and died with an outstanding 
bill while staying at a local inn? At 
the court of common pleas held in 
Amherst in September 1799, John 
Watson of Amherst presented a pe-
tition for the support of “Polly Park-
er who was not an inhabitant of any 
town or any place in this state nor a 
charge of any town or place to the 
amount of $30.88.” He itemized his 
expenses: To keeping and nursing 
Polly Parker from Sept. 27 to Oct. 
10, 1798 – $13.00; 2-1/2 gall. W[est] 
I[ndies] rum – $3.34; 1 quart bran-
dy – $0.46; 1 pint _ – $0.22; 2 gall. 
vinegar, 2 lbs candles – $0.86; Dr. 
Samuel Curtis attention and med-
icine – $5; William Danforth for 
pine coffin and funeral expenses – 
$6.50; costs – $1.50. J. Watson was 

proprietor of the inn/tavern newly 
opened at 1 Carriage Rd.

According to the custom of the 
time, there ought to be a bundle 
more warnings out of Amherst from 
the last quarter of the 18th century. 
Anybody know whether they still 
exist and where they are? Such doc-
uments from other N.H. towns were 
kept with their town clerks’ records. 
A number of N.H. towns, including 
Peterborough, warned out all new-
comers, desirable or not, as a matter 
or course. The website of Historical 
Society of Cheshire County states 
that in Oct. 1794 the selectmen of 
Surry ordered more than 20 people 
to depart and that between 1777 
and 1788 the selectmen of Dub-
lin warned more than 100 families 
out of town. However, many peo-
ple so warned eventually went on 
to become respectable taxpaying 
citizens. They cite the example of 
a man warned out in 1778 who was 
elected selectman of Dublin three 
years later and for many years was 
the highest taxpayer in town.
Sources:

“Warning Out in New England, 
1656-1817” by Josiah Henry Ben-
ton, 1911, online Google Books; 
reviewed in Boston Evening Tran-
script, 21 Nov. 1911, p. 13, online 
news.google.com. 

“An Account of Some of the Ear-
ly Settlers of West Dunstable, Mon-
son and Hollis, N.H.” by Charles S. 
Spaulding, 1915.

“Amherst Town Treas’y’s Book 
1770,” begun by town treasurer M. 
Nichols in 1770, starting with ac-
counts of 1763-1766 delivered to 
him by his predecessor, Capt. Wm 
Peabody; continued in ever less de-
tail until 1810. Besides the two cases 
of fees for “warning out” mentioned 
above, there are no others recorded 
in it. 
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Children’s Tea in Amherst
AMHERST - Sara Crespi and Alison Vallieres,  co vice-presi-

dents of the Nellie W. Perkins Doll and Miniature Society, that 
meets monthly in Amherst,   are ready to serve all the little Am-
herst girls ages 6-12 who wish to attend their Second Annual Tea 
Party, on Saturday afternoon,  April 28.

Last year the tea featured the famous doll Hitty.  This year the 
featured doll is Fancy Nancy.  Little girls are invited to dress up 
in their interpretation of “FANCY” and bring their favorite doll.....
along with a parent or guardian who shall remain at the tea with 
his/her child.

For details, and to register a child,  contact Ann Bergin at AC-
Bergin@aol.com  Space is limited!

‘Meal from the Middle East’ at  
Congregational Church of Amherst

AMHERST – On Friday, May 4, 
at 6:30 p.m., Regina Kinney, Ph.D, 
Amherst resident and ministerial 
student at Andover Newton Theo-
logical School,  together with the 
Congregational Church of Amherst-
UCC’s Adult Education Commit-
tee,  will present a dinner program 
“Understanding the Dual Narra-
tives of Israel and Palestine; Images 
and Stories from a Border Crossing 
Trip.”  Regina will share pictures, 
impressions and experiences of her 
fascinating journey to Israel and 
Palestine this past January...in the 
Church’s Community Room.   The 
Adult Ed Committee of Irene La-
bombarde, Carolyn Mitchell, Ruth 
Colwell, Cynthia Sears, and Nadine 
Obermiller invite the townsfolk to 
attend and share a ‘Meal from the 
Middle East’ at   6:30p.m.  Regina’s 
presentation begins at 7:30 p.m., 
and a Question and Answer  session 
will follow.

To attend the dinner, please RSVP 
by Monday, April 30th,  to Carolin 
Sanchez at c.n.sanchez@comcast.
net or at 391-5977.   Small contribu-

tions to cover the cost of the meal 
will be welcome, proceeds will ben-
efit the church.  The event is part of 
a new ongoing group of bi-monthly 
dinners as the church reaches out 
and welcomes visitors from the area 
and from afar.

Regina Kinney, Ph.D

Amherst Town Band Seeks New Conductor
AMHERST - The Amherst Town 

Band is seeking a new conductor.  
The conductor receives a modest 
stipend, but this is essentially a vol-
unteer position.  If you are an expe-
rienced director who is dedicated 
to community music and helping 
amateur performers of all ages en-
hance their musical abilities, please 
visit our website at www.amherst-
townband.org for a complete de-
scription of the position duties.  In-
terested candidates should submit 
a letter of application and resume 
to info@amhersttownband.org be-
fore May 15, 2012.  We will invite 
several of the best-qualified appli-
cants to conduct the band at one of 
our regular rehearsals during June 
as we prepare our repertoire for the 
summer season.

The band currently numbers ap-
proximately 35 members from all 
over southern New Hampshire. The 
band annually performs a series of 
8-10 summer concerts, a Christmas 
celebration, and a spring concert to 
benefit an area charity.  

The band celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary season in 2011.  It is 
featured in several area parades, 
including the Keene Pumpkin Fes-
tival and the nationally-renowned 
Amherst 4th of July Parade.  The 
band has also performed in Wales, 
UK, as part of an exchange pro-
gram with the Milford Haven Wales 
Town Band.  

The band rehearses regularly on 
Tuesday nights throughout the year 
at Souhegan High School.

CROP Hunger Walk 2012 – May 6th

AMHERST - May is almost here, 
and that means another Souhegan 
Valley Interfaith CROP Hunger 
Walk!  The date is Sunday, May 6th.  
This will be the twenty-third year 
for the annual event. Why Walk? 
One reason is for those who are able 
to walk to share, for a few hours, 
the daily routine of one-sixth of the 
world’s people who have no choice. 
Of course, walking is not the hard-
est part of their lives: think about 
access to clean water, sanitation, 
medical care, food, shelter. When 
Walkers get sponsors, or sponsor 
themselves, the Walk raises mon-
ey to help those in need, locally and 
globally.

The Chair of this year’s walk is Rev 
Tom Teichmann, Pastor of Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Amherst.  He 
will be talking about the Walk with 
area clergy and helping to promote 
the Walk in the community. Last 
year’s CROP Walk, on May 15th 
2011, raised almost $36,000, with 

257 Walkers, from age 5 – 86. The 
money has been put to work bring-
ing relief and development assis-
tance to those in need around the 
world, with a portion going to our 
own Souhegan Valley neighbors, 
through SHARE Outreach in Mil-
ford and Open Cupboard Pantry in 
Wilton. The CROP Walk Organiz-
ing Committee has set a goal for 
the 2012 Walk of having 400 Walk-
ers who will collectively raise over 
$40,000.

The Walk is for all ages. Stroll-
ers, Wheelchairs and dogs are wel-
come. The “full Walk” is 10 km in 
length (about 6.2 miles). It begins at 
St. Patrick Church in Milford and 
makes a loop up to Amherst Cen-
ter and back via the Milford Oval. 
A shorter loop of about 1.8 miles 
is also provided for those who, for 
reasons of time or physical abil-
ity, cannot do the full Walk. Wa-
ter Stops are along the way and ice 
cream is waiting at St. Patrick at the 

finish.  On the Thursday following 
the Walk, May 10th, there is a free 
Celebration and Awards pizza party 
where individuals and families are 
recognized for their participation, 
and preliminary results of the Walk 
are announced. 

CROP is an acronym for Com-
munities Responding to Overcome 
Poverty, the community appeals 
program of Church World Service 
(CWS), Elkhart, IN, one of the larg-
est non-governmental world-aid 
organizations www.churchworld-
service.org CWS sponsors and fos-
ters the CROP Walk Program. Last 
year, 1,600 locally-run CROP Walks 
were held across the U.S., raising 
close to $20M for emergency relief, 
food aid, water and sanitation proj-
ects, and basic development in over 
80 countries through CWS and its 
USAID partner agencies. These in-
clude organizations such as Catho-
lic Relief Services (CRS), American 
Jewish JDC, Habitat International, 
CARE and many other faith-based 

and secular organizations doing 
this life-saving and life-enhancing 
work. Walker Sponsors may des-
ignate their pledge to one of these 
other organizations, many of which 
are listed on the back of the Sponsor 
Envelope. This makes CROP Walks 
inter-faith and non-sectarian in na-
ture, something everyone can sup-
port.  Business, church, faith-com-
munity, club, and school groups are 
invited to Walk together and wear 
distinctive shirts or carry a banner 
or sign.

Registration on Walk Day, May 
6th, starts at 1:15 at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Milford, and the Walk 
steps out, following opening ex-
ercises, at 2 PM. Go to www.svn-
hcropwalk.org. There is information 
for Walkers, links to donate directly 
to a Souhegan Valley Walker, and a 
“Contact Us” section for questions.

In a time when human suffer-
ing around the world and at home 
might be discouraging, rather than 
withdraw in apathy or resignation, 

join in the CROP Hunger 
Walk! Carry a sign! When 
we walk together, we raise 
awareness and show our 
concern.  And by asking 
those who cannot walk 
to be Sponsors, the Walk 
generates resources to 
help relieve suffering and 
build hope for a better 
world. 

For information on how 
to get a Sponsor Form 
and start getting pledges 
–including setting up a 
Personal Pledge Page on 
www.cropwalk.org to get 
pledges on line – contact 
John David, email: JG-
David@aol.com or phone 
603-801-7108.

“The Power of Angels”
    Kitty Angels Fundraiser

Saturday & Sunday
May 5 & 6
9-5 Rain or Shine
Huge Yard Sale/Fair!!!
Over 130 Vendors & Crafters
Food, Fun & Raffles

treasuresantique@aol.com  •  www.TreasuresNH.com 

Special Guests:
Amherst Animal Hospital

Cash For Gold!
A Petting Zoo

Whimsical Face Painting
Much, much more!

Kitties on site!!!

106 Ponemah Rd. 
Rt. 122, Amherst
(603) 672-2535

• OPen DAilY 10-5 •

WALNUT HOLLOW FARM
Horseback Riding Camp
Available week of  July 16th

ONLY $395
If  Registered by May 15th!
Receive voucher for 1 Free Lesson ($45 value)

Call 673-6406 for details
visit: www.walnuthollowfarm.com
40 Walnut Hill Road, Amherst 

P l u m b i n g  /  H e a t i n g  /  G a s F i t t i n g

John Leonard
Master Plumber & Gas Fitter / Owner

Lic# 4690; Gas Lic# GFE0804031

6 Tamarack Lane
Amherst, NH 03031
Ph: 603.554.5911

Email: john@tamarackplumbing.com

Spring Grooming Time...
All Natural Shampoos and Treatments! 

Summer cuts, field cuts, flea and tick treatments 
7 days a week with our professional groomers.  

Call to make an appointment TODAY!

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls

RANDY GAGNON EARTHWORKS LLC
	 LANDSCAPING	 EXCAVATION

	603-921-1705 www.rgearthworks.com

Stunning Colonial Style
Home in a cul-de-sac 
neighborhood bordering 

Amherst Middle and Souhegan 
High Schools. Hardwood floors 
on 2 levels, 4 bedrooms, private 
bath, jack & jill bath & master 
bath. Private Office, formal 
rooms, exquisite kitchen with 
a breakfast nook & open 
to the family room. Gorgeous 
sunroom, patio, granite lamp 
posts and 4.7 acres with 250 ft 
along the Souhegan River. Laundry room, mudroom,   
3 car attached garage, paved driveway. Exquisite – please call for 
a showing. Theresa M. Grella, The Bean Group, 732-1800 X118.

Allesandra Martel with her mother, Stephanie

Walk Start, May 2010 – note the giant carrot sign!


