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“Is it a bird, is it a plane?  No it’s a walking man.
This is absurd, this is insane, I think he even ran.
Don’t say a word don’t try to tame the spirit of ‘I can!’
Major alert, this will be fame, I’m now his biggest fan!
Look up, look up you won’t believe your eyes,
Look up, look up there’s a man up in the sky!”

This is the first stanza from the song “Look Up”, composed by Robert All-
warden as part of the Wilkins fourth grade performance of “The Man Who 
Walked Between the Towers”.  The book was written by Mordicai Gerstein.    
This show highlights the integration of all specials at Wilkins school as well 
the classroom teachers and the literacy program.   Mr. Allwarden chose the 
story partly due to the fact that this September was the ten year anniver-
sary of the terrorists’ attacks of “9/11”.  It is also a great story and loved by 
the children.  For those not familiar with the picture book, “The Man Who 
Walked Between the Towers” or the documentary film “Man on a Wire” 
this is the story of Philippe Petit who walked between the trade towers on 
a tight rope in a clandestine, improvised performance in 1974.  The open-
ing song begins:

“There once was a man, who walked on a wire in 1974.
He walked between the tallest towers, the world had  

 ever seen before,
Steady as you go, Steady as you go”

The story has provided many opportunities for integration  and cre-
ativity among the specialists.   Robert Allwarden began work during the 
past summer adapting the book for stage and composing original music 
to be sung and performed by the fourth graders.   At the time he was un-
aware the story was one of the most popular stories read by the Wilkins li-

brary-media specialist, Mrs. McIntyre, to students for years.   It also won 
the Caldecott in 2010.  This was performed school wide and Mrs. McIntyre 
read the books to classes again this year.  Mrs.  Prescott-Ninnis designed 
and made scenery and costumes for the performance.  She even created 
large life-like gulls (16 of them) to accompany Petit in his journey of cour-
age and art across the high wire.  Behind the towers is a beautiful sky scrap-
per landscape to help with the illusion of walking on a high wire.  This show 
also tied into Mr. April’s circus unit as the students will be showcasing 
their circus skills as part of the  street performer scene.  The circus unit is a 
four-week unit, which gets students, teachers, and even the Amherst police 
involved in mastering everything from plate spinning to walking on stilts.   

Mr. Vaupel was featured as Phillip Petit, and Mr. St. Amand had a cam-
eo as a judge.  The Amherst police will be featured in the arrest of Phillipe 
which occurred after his stunt.

As part of this show, students’ work will be featured that explores the 
topic of what it means to be a hero.    As some people look at the work and 
life of Phillip Petit they might, regard him as a hero, a role model, or at the 
very least as an artist.  The author of “The Man Who Walked Between the 
Towers” sees him as a person with “gifts of courage, impeccable art, and 
mythic sense of mischief. 

The final song of the show was a partner song.  “America” is partnered 
with a song from earlier in the show, highlighting the juxtaposition of the 
light hearted with the serious and the beauty and healing that can come 
from both.

Schools

May Day, a Celebration of Spring!

High Mowing students dance around the May Pole.

WILToN -- Come to High Mow-
ing’s beautiful hilltop campus to 
celebrate Spring with Maypole 
dancing, live music and seasonal 
merriment for all ages!  High Mow-
ing School presents May Day on 
Saturday, April 28 from noon to 4 
pm, at the campus on Abbot Hill 
Road, in Wilton. Admission is free, 
and the entire community is wel-
come!  Visit www.highmowing.org 
for more information.

Maypole and Morris dancing 
begin promptly at noon.  The day 

also features a performance by the 
Flying Gravity Circus, children’s 
games and crafts, scrumptious re-
freshments for purchase and High 
Mowing’s eagerly anticipated annu-
al pottery sale. 

High Mowing School is a Wal-
dorf high school for day and board-
ing students. The school, founded 
in 1942, is a place for young adults 
to grow intellectually, artistically 
and socially, while living and learn-
ing with students from across town 
and around the world.

“Teacher of the Year” Nominee
Clark-Wilkins School librarian 

Kathleen McIntyre has been nom-
inated for the 2013 Teacher of the 
Year program.  This is the third 
time Kathy has been nominated 
during her teaching career at Clark-
Wilkins Elementary School.  Kathy 
has served the community of Am-
herst and the elementary students 
for 35 years as librarian.  “Being 
nominated is a great honor,” said 
Kathy who works long hours to pre-
pare the program for her students.  
She organizes three donation drives 
during the year for SHARE when 
students bring in dental, paper and 
food donations from home.   She in-
troduces students to children’s lit-
erature, brings authors and illustra-
tors into the library to share their 
talents with the children.  She also 
organizes the Invention Convention 
program in Amherst which each 
year has a high participation rate 
and often produces New Hamp-
shire State Award winners.  The 
culmination of the school year is 
the Writing Festival, another event 
organized by Kathy.  This commu-
nity event which displays the writ-
ing done by the students over the 
course of the year, draws rave re-
views for the quality and quantity of 
the work on exhibit in the Wilkins 
School gym.   Amherst residents 
are invited in to read the books on 
display and write comments to the 
students and classes.

In the last few years, Kathy has 
been teaching the children of her 
former students.  A reunion of 
sorts for teacher and students.  one 

young mother said how great it was 
to walk into Wilkins and see Mrs. 
McIntyre and know her kids were 
in good hands. 

The NH Department of Education 
describe candidates for A Teacher 
of the Year as “exceptionally dedi-
cated, knowledgeable, and skilled 
person from any state-approved or 
accredited school, pre-kindergarten 
through grade twelve, who intends 
to continue in the teaching profes-
sion. The purpose of the program 
is to select a teacher who is worthy 
of speaking for and energizing the 
teaching profession, and represent-
ing the positive contributions of all 
teachers statewide.

Congratulations to Kathy Mc-
Intyre on being nominated as a 
candidate.

Students in the News

Students Named to Vermont 
Technical College Academic 
Honor Lists

RANDoLPH, VT—Vermont 
Technical College announces its 
Dean’s List Academic Scholar’s for 
the 2011 fall semester. To be recog-
nized on the Dean’s List, students 
must be seeking a degree; carrying 
at least 12 credit hours; and may not 
have received a failing or incom-
plete grade in any subject during 
the semester. Both lists recognize 
high academic honors: the Dean’s 
List criteria run from a 3.5 to 3.9.  
Taylor George of Amherst has been 
named to the Dean’s List.
MCC Students Inducted Into 
Honor Society

M A NCH ESTER—Si x t y-f ive 
Manchester Community College 

students were inducted April 12 
into the Phi Theta Kappa honor so-
ciety, chapter Alpha Pi Rho at MCC. 
Since 1929, PTK has been recog-
nized by the American Association 
of Community Colleges as the offi-
cial honor society of two-year col-
leges.  To qualify for membership, a 
student must have a grade point av-
erage of at least 3.5 and exemplify 
the hallmarks of scholarship, lead-
ership, service and fellowship.  New 
PTK members  from Amherst are 
Karlene Giusti; Tesia Whittier
Phillips Exeter Academy Winter 
2012 Honor Students 

EXETER – Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy announces that Justin R. Gal-
lagher, grade 11, of Amherst earned 
Highest Honors for the winter 2012 
term. Justin is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael F. Gallagher.

Open House Night at Nashua  
Catholic Scheduled for April 19 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

NASHUA  -- Nashua Catholic 
Regional Junior High School, along 
with Infant Jesus and St. Christo-
pher elementary schools, will hold 
a combined open House Night on 
Thursday, April 19, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m. at Nashua Catholic es-
pecially designed for 5th grade stu-
dents and parents.  The evening 
will highlight the curriculum and 
opportunities for students from el-

ementary through 8th grade in the 
Catholic school system.  Teachers, 
staff and students from the three 
schools will be on hand to answer 
questions.  Come see the differ-
ence Catholic schools make.  More 
information can be obtained at the 
Nashua Catholic school office on 6 
Bartlett Avenue, Nashua (near Gree-
ley Park) or by calling 882-7011.

Music of Disney Performed by 3rd Graders

Walking the Line Between the Arts and Literature at Wilkins School
Submitted by Robert Allwarden, Music Specialist

The halls of Wilkins School 
echoed with the sound of Disney 
music as the third grade class prac-
ticed and prepared to sing and dance 
to Disney Productions famous mu-
sic from the early television show, 
The Mickey Mouse Club and mov-
ies, The Jungle Book, Aladdin, 101 
Dalmatians and Toy Story.

The performance on April 18th 
was titled “You’ve Got a Friend in 
Me,” adapted and directed by Rob-
ert Allwarden, music specialist at 
Clark Wilkins School.  Grandpar-
ents attending the performance 
knew all the words to The Mickey 
Mouse Club theme, “Hey there, Hi 
there, Ho there, you’re as welcome as 
can be ……”

In addition to singing, the chil-
dren showed off their talents on the 
recorder, and orff percussion in-
struments.  

Dancing was choreographed to 
the Beach Boys’ “Catch a Wave,” 
from “Finding Nemo” and Ras-
cal Flats’ “Life is a Highway” from 
Cars.

As a finale everyone joined in 
singing “It’s a Small World.”

other class performances this 
spring also centered on a Disney 
theme.

Third graders play “The Mickey Mouse Club” song on their recorders.

Members of Mrs. Irelands third grade class. Xylophones  all in a row.Orff instruments add percussion

Nominee, Kathy McIntyre

Mr. Vaupel was featured as Phillip Petit

4th grade chorus performs “The Man Who Walked Between the Towers.”
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