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Nashua Community Concert   
Association Annual Campaign

NASHUA - The annual campaign 
of the Nashua Community Concert 
association is now underway. Sea-
son subscriptions for the six-con-
cert season are just $50 ($15 for 
children). The 2012-2013 repertoire 
includes “Broadway Today,” with 
three current Broadway perform-
ers singing memorable songs from 
recent hit shows; Yana Reznik, a 
Russian classical pianist; Alice Tan 
Ridley, who leapt from singing in 
the New York subway to fame on 
“America’s Got Talent”; Prima Trio, 

playing violin (alternating with vi-
ola), clarinet and piano; The Side 
Street Strutters, 25 years as jazz and 
big band performers; and “Redhead 
Express,”a family of nine from Alas-
ka, starring at Branson for two years 
and  presenting an exciting and 
eclectic mix of Bluegrass, Country, 
Celtic and Gospel songs.  Call 318-
1792 to subscribe. Go to our web 
site, www.nashuacommunitycon-
certs.org for further information 
about the shows.  

New Hampshire Chamber Choir Performs
NEW BOSTON – On Sunday, 

April 29, at 4:00 pm the New Hamp-
shire Chamber Choir will present 
its final concert of the season. Un-
der the direction of John Leslie, the 
choir will perform in the sanctuary 
of the Community Church of New 
Boston, Central Square, New Bos-
ton.

The program will feature works 
by Hans Leo Hassler, Thomas Ford, 
Orlando Gibbons, predecessors of 
Bach, as well as a vibrant cantata 
by George Phillip Telemann, one of 
Bach’s contemporaries, and finally 
Bach Cantata BWV 72.  Also in-
cluded in the program will be Or-
gan Concerto No. 3 by the Spanish 
composer, Antonio Soler.  

Soloists include sopranos Kathy 
Andrle and Kathie Calder, alto Bet-
sy Feiker, and bass Donald Burrill. 

The Chamber Choirs performs ac-
companied by a continuo organ and 
various instruments.

The New Hampshire Chamber 
Choir was formed in 2009 by sev-
eral church musicians and others 
who wanted to provide a setting 
for singers and instrumentalists to 
learn, perform, and enjoy the small-
er liturgical and chamber works of 
Johann Sebastian Bach and other 
Baroque composers. One of the sev-
eral hundred Bach Cantatas is fea-
tured in each concert. The choir has 
14 members and is now in its third 
season. Concerts are free and open 
to the public.

For upcoming concert and mem-
bership information, visit the New 
Hampshire Chamber Choir’s web-
site at nhchamberchoir.wetpaint.
com/ .

“Chicago” Musical 
Comes to Nashua, 
May 4-6

Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan Valley’s Presents

Anne Of Green Gables The Musical

MIFORD – The Riverbend School 
of Theater Arts is in rehearsal on 
stage at the Amato Center for the 
Performing Arts in Milford prepar-
ing for its May 10-13 production of 
Anne of Green Gables the Musi-
cal. The cast includes 40 enthusias-
tic and talented children and youth, 
ages 8-19!

One of the exciting recent addi-
tions to the cast in this delightful 
production of the family classic is 
that of Pearl, Matthew Cuthbert’s 
horse!

In the first act, Anne arrives in 
a buggy, driven by Matthew, as 
she sings her opening song, Gee 
I’m Glad. The problem was how to 
create the reality of a horse drawn 
buggy on stage during Anne’s song. 

Choreographer Bruce Williams and 
Costume Designer Michelle With-
ers agreed that a dancing horse 
would be a fun idea. Unfortunately, 
renting a horse costume was not in 
the budget.

Enter the Boys & Girls Club of 
Souhegan Valley’s Riverbend School 
of Theater Arts and its Costume 
Design and Sewing class taught by 
Michelle Withers. For the spring 
trimester, a special class project will 
be to create a horse costume for the 
show. Two of the Production Ap-
prentices helping with costumes 
for the show were offered the role 
of Pearl the dancing horse and they 
gladly accepted!  Keep an eye out for 
photos of the progress of the cre-
ation of Pearl!

‘S Marvelous...Jazz & More With Merrimack Concert Band and Chorus

The Capitol Center Jazz Orchestra Presents 

A Tribute To Louis “Satchmo” 
Armstrong, May 6th

Jazz trumpet Artist Byron Stripling

World-Renowned Violinist Performs With  Philharmonic 

CONCORD - As part of “A Mo-
ment in Time” Series, The Capi-
tol Center Orchestra, under the 
direction of Clayton J. Poole, will 
pay tribute to Louis “Satchmo” 
Armstrong on Sunday May 6th at 
4:00pm. The tribute features the ac-
claimed Jazz trumpet Artist Byron 
Stripling. The performance will be 
held at the Capitol Center for the 
Arts with tickets starting at $20.

Since his debut at Carnegie Hall 
with Skitch Henderson and the New 
York Pops, Stripling has toured the 
country soloing with numerous 
music groups including the Boston 
Pops, the Vancouver Symphony and 
the American Jazz Philharmonic. A 
Count Basie Band alumnus, Strip-
ling has recorded extensively with 
the bands of Dizzy Gillespie, Woody 
Herman, Dave Brubeck, and Lionel 
Hampton, in addition to The Carn-
egie Hall Jazz Band and The GPR 
All Star Big Band.

Stripling, who holds a global rep-
utation as an outstanding musician 

and performer, was selected by Con-
ductor John Williams of the Boston 
Pops Orchestra as the featured so-
loist on the PBS television special 
Evening at Pops. Fittingly, Stripling 
was chosen, following a world-wide 
search, to star in the lead role of the 
Broadway bound musical, “Satch-
mo.”

An accomplished actor and 
singer, Stripling has performed 
in Broadway musicals, television 
shows and films, including a criti-
cally acclaimed virtuoso trumpet 
and comedic performance in the 
42nd Street production of From 
Second Avenue to Broadway.

Tickets are available now by call-
ing 225-1111, online at www.ccanh.
com, and at the box office on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Ticket prices: $45 
Gold Circle, $35 Orchestra/Mezza-
nine, $20 Balcony.

Chris Guild, Dave Morin, Pamela Smith, Joe Whalen, members of Jazz First

MERRIMACK – On Saturday, May 12th, Mer-
rimack Concert Association will present a vi-
brant musical evening of toe tapping rhythms 
and popular jazz standards. Henry Mancini 
leads the lineup joined by Duke Ellington, Lou-
is Prima, Harold Arlen, Glenn Miller, and Irving 
Berlin.  The performance will be enhanced by a 
dessert buffet and beverages. 

Members of the Merrimack Chorus and Con-
cert Band, old hats to swing and jazz favorites, 
sneak in some unexpected tunes including an 
elaborate Swahili song of praise with percussion 
accompaniment. The Merrimack Concert Band 
is conducted by band director Lelia Dutton and 

the Merrimack Chorus is under the leadership 
of choral director Jamie Saucier joined by choral 
accompanist Molly Wood.

In addition, Merrimack Concert Association 
will welcome special guests, members of Jazz 
First. Joe Whalen on piano, Chris Guild on bass, 
Dave Morin on drums, have been delighting au-
diences in the area in recent years.  Hearing the 
combination of the great instrumentals of Jazz 
First and the jazz vocals of Pamela Smith, you’ll 
be sure to enjoy the times and harmonies of the 
Golden Age of Song as they perform swing and 
jazz favorites from Tin Pan Alley’s great compos-
ers including the Gershwins, Hoagy Carmichael, 

and Cole Porter.
Make your table reservations early for this rare 

evening of musical entertainment and fine des-
serts at Merrimack High School.  The perfor-
mance starts at 7:30 P.M.  All seating is reserved 
and available for both singles and large groups.  
Tickets, $16 for adults, $14 for seniors (65 years), 
and $8 for students, may be ordered before May 
12th by calling Executive Director Laurie Lud-
vigsen at 424-0558, or emailing info@merri-
mackconcert.org, or writing to Merrimack Con-
cert Association, P.O. Box 461, Merrimack, NH 
03054. 

 

”Chicago” the musical comes to Nashua presented by  
Actorsingers.

 Still playing on Broadway since being revived in 1997,  
Chicago features a book by Fred Ebb and Bob Fosse, music  
by John Kander and lyrics by Fred Ebb. 

Set amidst the razzle-dazzle decadence of the 1920s, CHI-
CAGO is the story of Roxie Hart, a housewife and nightclub 
dancer who murders her lover after he threatens to walk out 
on her. Desperate to avoid conviction, she dupes the pub-
lic, the media and her rival cellmate, Velma Kelly, by hiring 
CHICAGO’s slickest criminal lawyer to transform her mali-
cious crime into a barrage of sensational headlines, the likes 
of which might just as easily be ripped from today’s tabloids.  
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

Actorsingers closes out its 2011-2012 season with Chicago, 
playing at the Keefe Auditorium, Nashua - May 4, 5 and 6th.

Tickets: www.actorsingers.org or call 320-1870     
$20 Adults/ $18 Seniors/Students.

Concert includes Firebird and Weber

MANCHESTER – The New Hampshire 
Philharmonic presents a concert of musical 
enchantment later this month. The program 
will feature the Tchaikovsky violin concerto 
performed by a world-renowned violinist, a 
classic Russian fairy tale with artwork from 
local schoolchildren in the music of Firebird, 
and a solo turn by a beloved area music teach-
er.

The full orchestra of the New Hampshire 
Philharmonic will perform, led by Music Di-
rector Anthony Princiotti.

In a late-breaking programming change, the 
Philharmonic has agreed to present a world-
renowned violin soloist in the Tchaikovsky vi-
olin concerto at its upcoming concert. The or-
chestra had planned to present another work 
on the concert – Scheherazade – but when 
this particular soloist suddenly became avail-
able, the Philharmonic moved rapidly to se-
cure her appearance with the orchestra.

Violinist Sirena Huang has been featured as 
soloist with more than 40 orchestras world-
wide including the Cleveland Orchestra, the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Staatska-
pelle Weimar in Germany and the Russian 
Symphony Orchestra. She has performed as a 
guest artist at the Aspen Music Festival, Ver-
bier Music Festival, Sarasota Arts Series, and 
the Albuquerque Chamber Music Festival.

Music Director Anthony Princiotti com-
mented on the chance to present this particu-
lar soloist: “I’m extremely happy that the Phil-
harmonic’s audience will have the opportunity 
to hear and see this extraordinary young tal-
ent. Sirena Huang’s mastery of the violin is 
complete; more importantly, she brings a 
mesmerizing degree of intention and commit-
ment to literally every phrase she plays.”

Huang has received rave reviews for her 
performances. The Baltimore Sun praised 
her: “a substantial tone…..impeccable tech-
nique and deeply expressive phrasing…….
Huang’s performance revealed considerable 
personality and poetic weight.” The Washing-
ton Post wrote: “Huang, a mere slip of a girl, 
dug a strong, penetrating tone out of her fiddle 
….absolutely secure technically and full of de-

light.” The New York Times said of her recent 
performance: “Sirena Huang brought down 
the house.”

Sirena Huang is the First Prize Gold Med-
alist of the International Tchaikovsky Com-
petition for Young Musicians held in Korea in 
2009. More recently, she was the First Prize 
Winner and recipient of the Audience Award 
of the 2011 Cooper International Competition 
as well as the Hannloser Prize Winner for Vi-
olin at the Verbier Music Festival in Switzer-
land.

Ms. Huang will perform the Violin Concer-
to of Tchaikovsky.

Executive Director Paul Hoffman comment-
ed on the programming switch: “The fact that 
we could pull the trigger on this programming 
change is a testament to the commitment and 
agility of the musicians of the Philharmonic. 
Having rehearsed diligently to present Sche-
herazade, our musicians were gracious about 
turning on a dime to instead present this ex-
traordinary young violinist to the discerning 
audiences of New Hampshire.”  

The evening will include a unique perfor-
mance of Firebird, as illustrated by the school-
children of New Hampshire. Artwork from 
more than a hundred local schoolchildren will 
help the orchestra tell the story of the Russian 
fairy tale, as set to music by Igor Stravinsky. 
The illustrations themselves will be projected 
over the stage as the orchestra plays, in a pre-
sentation closely choreographed to the music. 
The project’s producer Paul Hoffman noted, 
“The music is already powerful. When you 
add original images 20 feet high overhead, the 
effect is riveting.”

Also featured in the concert is the orches-
tra’s principal clarinetist Pat Cunningham in 
the Weber Concertino. Ms. Cunningham is 
a beloved area music educator, and the long-
time principal clarinet of the Philharmonic. 
When asked about the piece, Ms. Cunning-
ham allowed that she is especially fond of its 
slow introduction and cadenza: “The intro-
duction resembles a tragic opera aria; it is a 
wonderful example of Weber’s distinctly vocal 
approach to writing for clarinet. The cadenza 
is similar in character to the introduction, but 
more flamboyant in technique.”

Patricia Cunningham serves as the prin-
cipal clarinetist of the New Hampshire Phil-
harmonic, a position she has held since 1985. 
Cunningham was last featured as a soloist 
with the Philharmonic in 1992. Cunningham 
holds music degrees from Boston University 
and the University of Northern Iowa.

The concert is led by Music Director An-
thony Princiotti, now in his twelfth year at 
the podium of the Philharmonic. Princiotti is 
a graduate of Juilliard, Tanglewood and Yale, 
and studied with conducting legends Leonard 
Bernstein and Seiji Ozawa. Princiotti is also 
the Principal Guest Conductor of the Ver-
mont Symphony Orchestra.

The concert takes place Saturday evening, 
April 28, at the Palace Theatre Manchester, at 
7:30 pm.

Violinist Sirena Huang

&Entertainment

Arts


