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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., June 12, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June 6

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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August 28
September 11
September  25
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October 23
November 13*
November 27*
December 4*
December 18 
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
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 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Let Your Vote And Voice Be Heard 
at September Primaries
To the editor:

Last Saturday was bright and clear, as I met the public at the Amherst 
Transfer Station in the morning, and at Milford’s similar facility in the af-
ternoon.  A number of people made cordial small talk on the fine Spring 
day; others thanked me for my 10 years of legislative service in the NH 
House of Representatives as I am not seeking re-election, but others had 
more serious topics.  Concern was expressed for the high cost of Medical 
Insurance, and another about the rising incident of “human trafficking” 
most visibly in Southern NH but perhaps more broadly else where in the 
state.  There was one comment expressing concern about the legislature’s 
current agenda and another with quite the opposite view showing great 
appreciation for the House Speaker Bill O’Brien and his initiatives.  So get 
ready for the September Primaries, and November 6, 2012 general election 
and let your vote and voice be heard.

Respectfully,
Representative Bill Belvin
Hillsborough District 6, 
Milford/Amherst

It’s a Witch Hunt
To the editor:

The Republican party has been moving so far to the right that it’s about to 
fall off the planet, a possible event within the flat-earth perspective.  Here’s 
how it works.  If you’re a Republican candidate, you feel vulnerable on your 
right.  That is, you’re scared of a challenge from the more radical, Tea-Par-
ty extreme of your party.  So you move further to the right.  But the right 
extreme keeps moving the goal posts, so you’re always trying to catch up.  
Thus the Republican wish-list has become and is still becoming more and 
more remote from the American mainstream.

It’s a witch hunt.  From the radical, right-wing point of view virtually any 
candidate may be a bit suspect.  So the candidates try to prove they’re un-
questionably, extremely, far-out conservatives.  Hence we see Republican 
resolutions and bills in the New Hampshire legislature that to common 
sense are just silly: that the US congress should affirm its loyalty to the US 
constitution; that the US should withdraw from the United Nations; that 
NH counties and towns are forbidden from having any dealings with the 
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives; that the Federal 
Reserve should be phased out; that gold and silver money should be re-
stored; etc.  Even the sponsors of these measures don’t expect them to pass.  
But they serve to wave the right-wing flag.

David Perkins
Amherst

Restore The Center
On Tuesday, May 15th, a new political organization called “Restore The 

Center” held a press conference to announce an initiative to restore bal-
ance, integrity and common sense to the New Hampshire Legislature.

This initiative has been organized by present and former State Senators 
and Representatives, Republicans, Democrats and Independents who are 
concerned by the continuing polarization of party politics and pressure for 
strict allegiance to party leadership and doctrine. Their goal is to restore 
the center of the political spectrum by encouraging candidates to commit 
to five basic principles:
 1. Respect the opinion of others and the interests of minorities
 2. Represent the interests of constituents over “party” doctrine   

(ideology)
 3. Encourage respectful discourse and social tolerance
 4. Strive for consensus, compromise, collaboration and effective  

problem solving
 5. Promote fact based decision making over political (party) dogma

Restore The Center will be focused on seeking and supporting NH can-
didates running for the House of Representatives and State Senate who 
commit to principles of representative government and civil legislative 
process.

There is a reason why the largest bloc of voters (44.4%) chose to be iden-
tified as Undeclared. They no longer can identify with polarizing party 
platforms and representation that serves the interests of party over peo-
ple. Candidates who seek consensus, collaboration and problem solving 
are squeezed out by the extreme wings of both parties. Unless and until a 
strong political center can be restored, permanent solutions to real prob-
lems will be sacrificed.

Former NH Representatives  
Paul Spiess and Cynthia Dokmo

Free Film, “Miss Representation” 
at Wilton Town Hall  Theatre
To the editor:

Anyone who favors de-regulation as a way to increase corporate profits 
should really make a point of seeing the documentary film Miss Repre-
sentation. According to this documentary, the regulations and standards 
that used to govern the media have gradually been weakened over the past 
twenty years. Now sex and violence appear all too frequently in music vid-
eos, television, and film.  Media outlets are owned by powerful conglomer-
ates. Profits are high. Sex and violence sell. Politicians do not want to take 
on these conglomerates because they need them when it comes time for 
the next political campaign.

In the print media, models are air-brushed and photo-shopped to look 
thinner and more perfect than they really are. Girls and young women 
compare themselves to this impossibly high standard of beauty.

The costs of putting profit before the mental health of our young people 
are violence, depression, and self-destructive behavior - especially eating 
disorders in girls and young women. Many 7-year old girls say they want 
to be president when they grow up. Many 15-year old girls are constantly 
concerned about how they look. Instead of focusing on educational and 
professional goals above all, many girls are distracted and depressed by the 
pressure to look pretty and sexy enough.

We all lose in this scenario. Boys as well as girls are hurt by the barrage 
of sex and violence in film, music videos, and television. Parents need to be 
educated and aware of the pressures on our young people.

Please join us for this important film. Miss Representation will be shown 
at 4:30 on Sunday June 10 at Wilton Town Hall Theatre.

Admission free. Donations welcome. Sponsored by Women Making a 
Difference.

Jo Deckert
Amherst

 Commentary

Redistricting – The Short Story
Every ten years immediately following the census the federal government 

requires districts for all elected offices, except those that are elected state 
wide, to be redistricted. It is a process where almost everyone is unhappy 
with the results, especially as to the New Hampshire House of Representa-
tives districts. Here is why.

New Hampshire has the most democratic legislature of any state legis-
lature - one House seat for every 3,291 citizens. In other states the ratio of 
citizens for each state representative can be as much as 50,000 (fewer legis-
lators, larger population). Further we have a Constitution that requires that 
every town with the adequate population have its own representative seat. 
As a result our task should be easy and we should have upwards of 300 dis-
tricts for our 400 Representatives. Sadly, it’s not so simple.

The problem is that federal law trumps state law. The nation wide federal 
law of one size fits all together with their redistricting statistical metrology 
negates a simple and logical process. The Washington mandate component 
deviation requirement of plus or minus 5% that we must follow causes a 
massive problem. Towns that have adequate population for one or more 
seats must be joined with abutting towns that have a slight population ex-
cess or shortage in order to meet the federal requirements. If we don’t re-
district their way we risk having the court redistrict for us, and you know 
the disastrous results that was in 2002.

None the less the current plan developed by the House is far better than 
our current districts in that it doubles the number of House districts.

So, my advice, as a member of the Redistricting Committee is: Hold your 
nose and accept the plan we developed; it meets federal law.

 
Robert H. Rowe
Representative from Amherst   
and Milford

 

TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will be in session 
at the Town Clerk’s Office at the Amherst Town Hall on Tues-
day, June 5, 2012, between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. This will be 
the last day for voters already registered to change or declare a 
party affiliation before the September 11, 2012 State Primary 
Election. New voter registrations and additions and correc-
tions to the checklist may be made on June 5 as well.  New vot-
ers who register subsequent to this date may declare a party 
when they register.  If you’re unsure of your current party af-
filiation, you may go online to check it at:

http://cfs.sos.nh.gov/app/Public/PartyInfo.aspx 

Memorial Day Observance 
Step Off 6:00 pm, May 25 in the Village

Volunteer, Dave Lipkin seen here placing a flag on Sgt. Charles Phelps 
gravesite. Phelps died at the Battle of Gettysburg.

Christie Belvin along with other Amherst residents and school children 
planted flags near the graves of Amherst’s soldiers.

Patio Furniture
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours
for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

120 Route 101A
Amherst, NH
(603) 880-8471

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Specializing in

  ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992 • 22 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning
801-5366 • pruningbymike@aol.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

It’s Spring!
Call me this spring to schedule 

those home maintenance chores you 
need to do. Grab your clubs!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996


