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Town News

herst’s poor farm, although several of the superinten-
dents had families with young children; in both cases 
their stays were brief. At the end of its first year of op-
eration, in March 1832, there were 7 paupers under 7 
years old in the alms house, probably from two differ-
ent families. Children are not mentioned again in the 
annual reports until March 1856, when the year closed 
with 14 inmates, 3 male and 7 female adults and 4 chil-
dren, and the report noted that during the past year 
“3 children provided with places and put out.” In the 
year ending 4 March 1857, a baby was born to a pauper 
there. In 1860 (census), one Hannah Nichols, aged 43, 
lived there with three children of the same name, an 
“idiotic” boy of 18, a 10-year-old girl (who would mar-
ry at age 16 in Londonderry a man of 42) and another 
child aged 8. 

The children from Amherst “provided with places” 
were probably “put out” to work! In its 19 June 1851 is-
sue, the Farmers’ Cabinet said: “We are requested by the 
Superintendent of the County Poor Farm, to say, that 
there are on the farm quite a number of healthy boys 
that might be useful to Farmers and Mechanics, from 
eight to twelve years of age, that may be had on reason-
able terms until they are of age to act for themselves. It 
would seem a well directed charity could these youth 
be provided for in families away from the discourage-
ments that must attend their present situation.”

That notice may tug at your heartstrings, but keep 
in mind that parents too could bind their children to 
others as indentured servants, laborers or apprentic-
es for the income, and those children would also be at 
the mercy of their masters, usually until the age of 21. 
In these cases, the masters were supposed to provide 
schooling – which took up fewer weeks then than now 
– as well as food and clothing and job training. Per-
haps this was better than remaining at the county poor 
house. In 1858, according to the County Commission-
ers’ report, “Owing to the inconvenience of sending [the 
many children at the Hillsborough county farm] a mile 
to school [really?] and a feeling which naturally exists 
between the other scholars of the district and the pau-
per children, a school was opened in May at the farm; 
35 different scholars attended the school, and the daily 
attendance was 23.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 2 Feb. 1859.)

Poor House at “County Farm”
The legislature asked the towns for feedback about 

the county poor farm. At a meeting held in Amherst 
on 8 Oct. 1850, 7 votes were cast in favor of the county 
farm system, and 45 against it; 61 votes were given in 
favor of selling the county farm at Goffstown, and 14 
against it. (Secomb, p. 162.) 

In the issue prior to that vote, this report appeared in 
our newspaper, which shows that Amherst’s Overseers 
of the Poor (the Selectmen) had already availed them-

selves of this option. “We 
have received from the Jus-
tices of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas for this county, a 
statement of the expences of 
the county paupers for the 
past two years. The outlays 
at the new county farm ... 
up to the 1st of September 
amounted to $4453. There 
have been received at the 
poor farm since the com-
mencement of the estab-
lishment 176 paupers; 103 
have left, 7 have died, and 
66 now remain. 88 has been 
the largest number at any 
one time, 77 has been an av-
erage number. Of the above 
paupers Manchester has 
furnished 99; Goffstown, 
7; Weare, 9; New Boston, 
11; Nashville, 5; Bedford, 4; 
Deering, Hudson, Nashua, Hollis, Mont Vernon, Am-
herst, 3 each; Greenfield, Bennington, Wilton, 1 each; 
Sojourners, 2; born at the institution, 2; 33 are now out 
under contract, which will average about 50 cents per 
week; 4 are at the Insane Hospital.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 
3 Oct. 1850.) Between Jan. 1850 and Feb. 1853, the total 
number admitted was 584. (FC, 17 Feb. 1853.) Despite 
the vote of Amherst’s citizens, the county poor house 
at Goffstown persisted into the 20th century, with in-
creasing numbers of paupers – and insane patients and 
prisoners.  

The people of Amherst evidently felt that their local 
alms house was the kindest way to care for those unable 
to support themselves, so in spite of dwindling num-
bers needing such full support, changing state laws re-
garding paupers and more county support, Amherst 
kept its alms house decades longer than neighboring 
towns. Most local people needing relief were helped 
while staying in their homes. In the 1850s, the number 
of inmates ranged from 12 to 17, but around the time of 
the Civil War there was another drastic drop so that in 
the 1860s the number ranged from 4 to 9, down to 3 in 
the early 1870s. 

In February 1861, the town’s newspaper editor “[i]n 
company with some twenty or more of our townsmen 
... by invitation of our Selectmen ... visited our town 
farm, and viewed the improvements made there during 
the past and previous year... The house and out-build-
ings have been thoroughly re-built, and rendered pleas-
ant, ample and very convenient. A department has also 
been added for the insane, where two individuals are 

now cared for, with every 
view to their comfort and 
safety, with a large saving 
to the town. ... The number 
of paupers at that time was 
nine.”

The classification of 
county pauper changed, as 
the Farmers’ Cabinet re-
ported 21 July 1875, quot-
ing the Mirror: “By a law 
passed at the last session 
of the legislature towns 
are made not liable for the 
support of paupers unless 
they have “gained a settle-
ment” since 1860, the time 
having been 1840 till then.” 
The Amherst editor then 
opined, “This action will 
throw upon the county 
many of the aged poor who 
have been supported by the 

towns, at home, and it will bear very hard on many an 
old man or woman, who have been so unfortunate as 
to find themselves without money or friends in their 
declining years, and by the assistance of the town in 
which they were, perhaps, in their earlier years, respect-
ed citizens, but by removal or from some other cause, 
have “lost their residence” within the last 14 years, and 
will now be taken away from all familiar scenes and 
pleasant associations which is all that is left to them, 
and placed at the county house to be associated with 
the insane, idiotic, criminals and with foreigners. We 
believe that this tendency to economise in the support 
of the worthy poor by our towns is all wrong. ... When 
a proposition was made in our annual town meeting, 
some years ago, to sell the Amherst town farm to pay 
the town debt, it was with no small degree of satisfac-
tion that we made the record that but one man favored 
it, and our debt has been paid in a better way, and our 
poor still have a home on the best farm in town.” 
Formerly Productive, Still Respected

Joseph Putnam (1763-1861) had been a miller in town, 
who gave kids a lift to school in his wagon. In old age, 
he required financial assistance and the Town provided 
aid to him “off the farm” 1856 to 1859, while he lived 
at home with his widowed daughter Pamelia Brown 
near the home of son John Putnam, a brickmaker. By 
the1860 census, Joseph was cared for at the alms house; 
at 97 he was the oldest person in town when he died in 
Feb. 1861. His daughter would later move to the alms 
house and die there too.

“Shocking and Fatal Accident at Our Town Farm – A 
painful accident occurred at the town farm, at Amherst 
Station, on Saturday evening, resulting in the death 
of Mrs. Pamelia Brown, an old lady 82 years of age. ... 
[W]hile alone in a room she took a small fluid (naptha or 
high grade kerosene) metal packed lamp, and attempt-
ed to light it at the open stove by tipping it up. The heat 
drew the fluid out and it blazed up so as to thoroughly 
alarm the old lady, who instead of setting it down, as 
one familiar with such lamps would have done, under-
took to smother it with her apron. ... When her cries 
brought aid ...Mrs. Buzzell [the late superintendent’s 
widow, he having died of quick consumption less than 
a month before at age 48] suffered a very severe burn of 
her right hand in attempting to free the burning gar-
ments and extinguish the flames. Mrs Brown lived till 
... Monday morning, suffering but little... She was the 
daughter of the late “Miller” Putnam of this town [Am-
herst], and has a son at Nashua, Joseph A. Brown, for-
merly a miller here and at Milford.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 
12 Jan. 1871.) 

Lemuel Bissell (1799-c.1882) had been a house and 
carriage painter who in 1840 set up shop adjoining the 
whip factory of Melendy & David in the Village, and a 
decade later moved over Hardy’s general store. His wife 
died in 1868, buried in Meadowiew, and they had no 
children. In 1880, he was the only pauper at the alms 
house.

One mustn’t assume that all inmates were destitute 
– the Pauper Farm was a kind of nursing home for some 
who paid for their keep. For example, Mrs. Naamah Ba-
con (1780-1876), widow of cabinetmaker Isaiah Bacon 
(1802-1860), who had moved to the poor house by 1870, 
was “afflicted with blindness, deafness and paralysis” in 
the last decade of her long life. The Town (Overseers 
of the Poor) rented out her cottage house at 89 Boston 
Post Road and applied the income (nearly $50 per year 
minus repairs and water bill) to the pauper farm’s bud-
get. She was buried at Meadowview, inscribed on same 
stone with her husband.
Tramps

In the 1870s, the alms house would “board” the oc-
casional pedlar for a small fee. And an entirely differ-
ent class of people was helped. On 1 March 1879, the 
Overseers of the Poor of Amherst reported: “There are 
no paupers at the Town Farm. From March 1, 1878 to 
June 1, 1878, 114 tramps [were] supplied with food and 
lodging. From June 1, 1878 to March 1, 1879, 8 tramps 
applied for help. Total number of tramps provided for 
at the Town Farm, 122.” In the 1880s, only 2 to 4 pau-
pers resided there while about 44 tramps per year were 
lodged and fed. From 1889 until the fire, there remained 
a single pauper, a blind man in his 30s.
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The Cub Scouts of Weblos Den 14 in Amherst Pack 613 chose to build and donate a custom 
bookshelf to the Wilkins School to fulfill requirements for their Citizen and Craftsman badges.  
This project was specifically chosen to enable Mike Maguire and the custodial staff to provide the 
teachers at Wilkins with a sturdy shelving unit.  The boys of Den 14 include: Mike Maguire (cus-
todian), Andrew Taylor, Jake Aselin, Seth Ohlemacher, Connor Beane, Jacob Kayser, Chris Kohlen-
berger, and Luke Leighton with Gerry St Amand, principal of Clark Wilkins school.

tary team was comprised of 6th graders Liam Earley, 
Tommy Darnall and Sofia Husainy together with 4th 
grader Will Darnall.

The remarkable championship run includes at least 
one individual and one team championship in each 
of the 4 divisions of competition at the state level ( 
Primary, Elementary, Jr. High, and High School ). 
Few, if any, scholastic chess clubs in the country have 
achieved this level of success across all age groups. 
The club also has a New Hampshire Girls High School 
Championship to its’ credit thanks to Jolyn Ma of 
Mont Vernon who accomplished that feat in May of 
2010.

The secret to the success of such a small town all 
volunteer chess club?  Keep it fun and accomplish 
goals as a team. The scores of student chess players 
from Amherst and Mont Vernon who are or have 
been members of the club which was established in 
2002 view chess as an opportunity to get together 
with friends and maybe learn a few things about how 
to improve their game. Their parents and mentors 
know that chess can sharpen concentration and ana-
lytical skills that lead to improvements in academic 
performance but the kids are just in it for the fun and 
they know that their chess club considers all of them 
champions whether they play chess at the tourna-
ment level or not.

Thank you to The Congregational Church of Am-
herst, the Amherst Recreation Dept. and to the many 
parents and teachers who do so much to support 
our young chess enthusiasts. Of special note is third 
grade teacher Mary Ireland at Clark Wilkins Elemen-
tary School who mentored 3 of the 4 members of the 
primary team that won the state title and who has 
promoted systematic chess study as part of her math 
practice curriculum.  

u 10 Years... 25 Championships    
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Enroll Today for Summer Fun with 
Creative Camps in the Village! 

Sunshine + imagination + new friends=fun for children this 
summer at Creative Camps in the Village. With camps that 
range from dance to photography to sculpture to secret agent 
science to preschool fun—all 3-year-olds to 13-year-olds can all 
find something they enjoy.

Camps will be held 9 am-12 pm and cost $135 including ma-
terials, with exceptions for special programs this year by Bed-
ford Youth Performing Company (BYPC) and Mad Science. 
Camps will run the weeks of June 18-22, July 9-13 and July 16-
20, with additional BYPC camps July 23-27 and August 13-17. 
Parents also will like the convenient drive-through drop off, 
located at the Congregational Church of Amherst, 11 Church 
Street. Please visit  www.preschoolinthevillage.org/summer-
camp or call 672-3168 for more information.

Cub Scout Citizen and Craftsman Badges 

Infant

Pediatrics

Orthodontics &
Invisalign  

Adult & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Board Certified Pediatric 
& Orthodontic Specialists

Protect their 
teeth even
before they 
show up.

Healthy habits start early.

Infant & Pediatric

For tips and info, 
visit Lindner Dental 

on Facebook
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Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

26 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We NoWHAVe “SuPeR”Soil!

Ahhh...Beautiful 
Windows at Last!

VastSelection ofReady-MadeValances!

Linen & Shade Bin
Lordens Plaza – Milford

672-0010
www.LinenAndShadeBin.com 

Ready-Made Window Treatments    Custom Window Treatments    Bath & Bedding   Table Linens & Gifts

For more than a quarter 
century, Linen & Shade 
Bin has been providing 
superior personalized 
service to discerning 
homeowners and 
businesses throughout 
southern New Hamp-
shire. Large in-stock 
inventory, tremendous 
selection, and low prices 
mean you get the best 
for your hard-earned 
money. Come visit us 
today!


