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Hope St. was building a stage for a 
local school that couldn’t afford to 
build its own. We cut and measured 
the wood, nailed it together, sanded 
and primed it, and we finished it off 
by signing our names and inscrib-
ing these words: 

“The world is your stage. Shine 
like the star you are!

We are so grateful for Senior 
High Youth Group and everyone in 
our congregation for making it pos-
sible. They placed their trust in us 
and sent us off with their best wish-
es and we were proud to represent 
our church while we were in New 
Orleans. You never know what’s go-
ing to happen when you’re traveling 
with 34 people, but we managed to 
get there and back without losing 
anybody, and we survived work-
ing and living in close quarters and 
came back liking each other even 
more than when we left. We slept 
in bunk beds in small rooms and 
at one point we had 94 people stay-
ing in the dorms with us. The boy’s 
bathroom only had three showers, 
and the girl’s had four. They were 
lucky; they didn’t have to live with 
“man stink” in their rooms. 

But even with all of this we still 
enjoyed spending all of our time 
together. Before we left on this 
trip some of us were already good 
friends and some of us were either 
new to the group or we hadn’t had 
the chance to get to know each oth-
er well. This trip changed all of that. 
We bonded on this trip as friends 
and as members of the Senior High 
Youth Group. During our chapel 

time on Wednesday 
and Friday night we 
shared things with 
each other that we 
had never shared in 
a group before, and 
at one point near-
ly everyone in the 
room was in tears. 

One of our fa-
vorite group expe-
riences was hang-
ing out on the levee 
on our last night in 
New Orleans. We 
ate pizza, watched 
the tanker ships go 
by, and watched the 
sunset over the riv-
er. Another favor-
ite experience was 
the night we went 
to Bourbon Street, 
where we saw street 
performers, musicians, and crowds 
of people having a good time. It was 
there that we met a homeless man 
who was surprised to see so many 
young people traveling together on 
Bourbon Street on a Monday night. 
He asked us who we were and why 
we were there, and when we told 
him he led us in a rousing chorus 
of “This Little Light of Mine.” We 
let our light shine while we were in 
New Orleans, and we hope to keep 
our Senior High Youth Group shin-
ing for years to come.

For the seniors in our youth 
group, it’s been wonderful to see 
how much the group has grown 
from our freshmen to senior years, 

and to see how much we have 
grown as individuals. We’ve learned 
a lot from each other. Each year 
the seniors have set the standard 
by contributing to the direction of 
the group and taking on leadership 
roles, and every year when the se-
niors leave, the juniors step up and 
do the same. We witnessed this in 
New Orleans, when on our day off 
we visited the French Quarter and 
the chaperons allowed us to set off 
in our own groups armed with a 
map and instructions to meet back 
at Jackson Square three hours later.  
We enjoyed the freedom to do what 
we wanted on our day off, and it felt 
good to have the adults place trust 
in us as young adults. 

We experienced a 
lot of wonderful mo-
ments in New Or-
leans, but what stood 
out the most is the 
great need and the 
great gratitude that 
is present in the city 
and the people that 
we met. While we 
were working on the 
houses, we had sev-
eral people stop and 
ask if we could help 
them clean up and 
rebuild their homes, 
but we also had peo-
ple stop to ask what 
we were doing and 
then ask how they 
could volunteer to 
help YRNO on their 
own. 

Giving is conta-
gious, and Kenny, our instructor 
at Hope St. was a living example of 
that.  On our last day in New Or-
leans, Kenny took us to see his 
church and we were amazed by 
what we saw. The sanctuary was 
huge. It had padded pews, a state-
of-the art sound system, and an at-
tached gymnasium for the youth. 
The church has 6,000 members 
but has outgrown its space, so Ken-
ny showed us a picture of the new 
sanctuary they plan on building to 
accommodate the church’s growth. 
This church is in one of the poor-
est areas of New Orleans. What was 
most amazing is that Kenny told us 
that the church was under 9 feet of 

water during Hurricane Katrina. 
Everything was ruined. But the 
congregation pulled together and 
rebuilt the sanctuary. Kenny told us 
his story of how he came to follow 
Jesus’ call to help others and how 
he found a supportive, loving com-
munity in his church. The best ad-
vice he had for us as young people 
is this: “No one can change you but 
yourself.”

Reflections from the chaperones:
We appreciated all the times peo-

ple said “Thank you, thank you for 
helping us.” Those words embod-
ied our trip.  We heard them from 
waiters, people living in the neigh-
borhood and even the TSA agent as 
we left New Orleans. We have a true 
community of dedicated teens will-
ing to give of themselves.  They all 
understood the greater good in the 
work they did that week.

The teens worked hard, played 
hard, shared intensely, made great 

decisions as a group and compro-
mised when they needed to.  They 
lifted each other up and showed 
great empathy for each other and 
for those we were helping. They 
were humbled both by our work and 
by the devastation they heard about 
and experienced first-hand. 

In  thinking of the promises we 
make as a congregation at baptism 
and again at confirmation, that we 
will love and support them in their 
faith journeys, this youth group has 
been about acting on that promise, 
and this trip was an intense immer-
sion in walking with the teens and 
those promises.  The most amaz-
ing part of the whole thing is that 
the effort expended to keep those 
promises by working with SHYG is 
dwarfed by what we receive back in 
joy in watching these kids grow and 
do incredible things. 
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State Orthopedic Surgery

Volunteer NH Announces 2012 
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Volunteer Manager
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Volunteers Needed to Knit Comfort 
Shawls for St. Joseph Hospital

Amherst Educator at Hollis Kindergarten
Sonya McTeague, a resident of 

Amherst, has been a Kindergarten 
teacher with Hollis Academy for 
Children for the past six years.  She 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Early Childhood Education and 
has earned numerous workshop 
certificates focusing on child and 
family development, before and af-
ter school program directing, and 
educational focus and goals. She 
has experience with teaching stu-
dents ages 5-10, and was published 
in The Mailbox Magazine; a teacher 
resource magazine. 

 CONCORD – Marcia (Mar-
ty) Sink, President and CEO of the 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
of New Hampshire is the recipient 
of the 2012 Governor’s Award for 
Outstanding Volunteer Manag-
er. Marcia Sink’s work in building 
Court Appointed Special Advocates 
of New Hampshire (CASA) into an 
exemplary organization utilizing 
volunteers has given voice to New 
Hampshire’s abused and neglected 
children.

Marcia Sink began CASA of New 
Hampshire in 1989, after learn-
ing about the national program. 
Over the past 23 years, under Mar-
cia Sink’s leadership CASA of New 
Hampshire has trained more than 
1,600 volunteers as Guardians ad 
Litem. They have advocated for over 
7,200 children. Currently, 400 vol-
unteers, supported by 20 paid staff 
members and a 16-member board 
of directors represent about 85% 
of New Hampshire children who 
have been abused and/or neglected.  
Working on behalf of New Hamp-
shire’s children, CASA often works 
in conjunction with child protec-

tion and juvenile justice agencies, 
mental health organizations, do-
mestic violence shelters and family 
support systems, ensuring no child 
gets lost in the system. CASA trains 
citizen volunteers to give undivided 
attention to abused and neglected 
children as their court-appointed 
Guardian ad Litems. Working on 
behalf of a specific child may take 
many years and CASA Guardians 
may become the most consistent 
adult in a child’s life. CASA volun-
teers are thoughtfully recruited and 
carefully screened. They receive 40 
hours of pre-service training and 12 
hours of annual continuing educa-
tion, in addition to CASA volunteer 
support groups.

The Governor’s Award for Out-
standing Volunteer Manager was 
created by former Governor John 
Sununu to honor volunteer admin-
istrators and salute their excellence 
in leadership and management of 
volunteers in New Hampshire. 

NASHuA – St. Joseph Hospital is 
currently looking for volunteers to 
help knit or crochet comfort shawls. 
The shawls bring an extra special 
measure of comfort to patients who 
may be seriously ill, undergoing 
medical procedures, emotionally 
or physically traumatized, seeking 
hope and healing or grieving.

The Comfort Shawl Ministry is 
just one of many programs that 
St. Joseph Hospital offers patients 
as part of their mission to provide 
compassionate care that contrib-
utes to the physical, emotional and 
spiritual well-being of our com-
munity of patients, family, friends 
and neighbors. The comfort shawls 

are knitted or crocheted with great 
love by volunteers who donate them 
to the hospital. The program com-
bines the care and the love of a craft 
that reaches out to those in need of 
comfort and solace.

The need for shawls is on-going 
and frequently the supply becomes 
depleted. If you or someone you 
know loves to knit or crochet and 
would be interested in sharing your 
talents, please contact the Spiritual 
Care Department at St. Joseph Hos-
pital at 882-3000, ext. 67800. You 
will receive more information and 
a brochure with both knitting and 
crocheting instructions.

NASHuA— David Hoang, DO, 
has joined Granite State Orthope-
dic Surgery located at North 1, 8 
Prospect Street, Nashua. He joins 
Robert Davis, MD. Dr. Hoang is af-
filiated with Foundation Medical 
Partners and is on the active staff at 
Southern New Hampshire Medical 
Center.

Dr. Hoang received his medical 
degree from Ohio university Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine, Ath-
ens, Ohio. He completed his resi-

dency at Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine in Pennsyl-
vania and completed the San Di-
ego Sports Medicine Foundation 
Fellowship in California. Dr. Ho-
ang is board certified in orthope-
dic surgery and is a member of the 
American Academy of Orthopedic 
Surgeons. 

To make an appointment with 
Dr. Hoang, call 577-2663. For more 
information, please visit www.sn-
hhs.org.

NASHuA – If you haven’t sched-
uled your annual mammogram 
screening then join us for “Healthy 
Summer Fun” on Wednesday, June 
6, from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m., at the 
Breast Care Center at St. Joseph 
Hospital. Join us in the fight against 
breast cancer as we encourage 
women to have their annual mam-
mogram screenings. Attendees will 
enjoy mini-massages, facials, Der-

maScan facial screenings, mani-
cures, handbag shopping, health 
tips, fun, friends and great food. 
Space is limited, so pre-registra-
tion is required by calling 595-5700, 
ext. 2. This special service is being 
offered to women who are due or 
over-due for their yearly screening 
mammogram. Check with your in-
surance company, as most will cov-
er the screening fee.
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PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit	independent	living		

community for Seniors
•	 Large	function	and	activity	rooms
•	 Library	with	fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
•	 Planned	social	activities	

and functions
• Wellness and exercise 

programs

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are	now	available,	with	heat	and	
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives,

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Access

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

Junie B. Jones 
 The stupid smelly Bus Tour

Thur., May 24, 4 PM
Junie and Mr. Woo return to the Amato 
Center to entertain us with her hilarious 

adventures.
—————

Kasey MaThews
Tue., May 29, 7 PM

Local author shares her uplifting true 
story of love, life, and motherhood in: 

“Preemie”
—————

www.toadbooks.com

MOVING
SOON!

to the Upper Building 

at Lorden Plaza

88

Landscaping • Light Construction
General Cleanup & Hauling

472-5185

I will take care of that
“Honey to do List”

Hope St. house reconstruction

Senior High Youth Group Tree of Life

Visiting Mr. Kenny’s churchNext Issue:  June 12   
Deadline:  Jun 6

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad in The Amherst Citizen!


