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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., August 28, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, August 22

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Thank You for a Successful Car 
Raffle!
To the editor: 

We would like to send a heartfelt thank you to everyone that helped 
make our Toyota Prius Car Raffle such a great success!  For all of you who 
sold and bought tickets, thank you!  To those who worked SO hard on this 
event, to make it the success it was, thank you!  To our sponsors, a very spe-
cial thank you for making this event possible: Toyota of Nashua, Moulton’s 
Market, Homestead Grocery & Deli, Toadstool Bookshops, Amherst Label, 
Brinestone, Shelley Fajans of CharmLab, and Susan Dugdale of Caesar’s 
Brook Business Solutions.  And of course thank you to our own Amherst 
Town Clerk, Nancy Demers, for drawing the winning ticket.  Your gener-
ous donations of time, effort and ticket purchases will help us maintain 
and preserve the building and grounds of our beautiful Historic Meeting 
House.  And last but not least, CONGRATULATIONS to our winner, Jean 
Tonnesen of Milford, NH!  We hope you enjoy your new car for many years 
to come!

 
Thank you,
Nancy Protzmann
Communications Committee
Congregational Church of Amherst

 

Project Graduation – “A Wonderful, 
Safe Way to Celebrate Graduation”
To the editor:

On June 15, 2012, 181 graduates from the Souhegan High School class 
of 2012 attended the 2012 Project Graduation celebration at the Hamp-
shire Dome.  Project Graduation is an all-night, organized, substance-free, 
adult-supervised, post-graduation party.  The graduates enjoyed a variety 
of entertainment during the night including a hypnotist, a comedian, a DJ, 
a photo booth, inflatable challenges, volleyball, and mini-golf as well as ice 
cream, pizza, and a smoothie bar.  There were over 50 prizes awarded dur-
ing the night including televisions, dorm refrigerators, a Kindle Fire, XBOX 
Connect, dorm accessories and many gift cards to local restaurants and 
retail shops.  It was a wonderful and safe way to celebrate graduation, and 
it would not have been possible without the tremendous generosity of the 
community.  The SHS Class of 2012 along with the 2012 Project Gradu-
ation committee would especially like to thank the following individuals 
and businesses for their donations:

Campbell’s Soup, Party Vision, Chris Beigel and Taggart Ice Co., 
Allstate Insurance and Jim Parolin, Gail and Mike Foley, Weathervane 
Seafood Restaurant , Absolute Mechanical Systems, Inc., Mack 
Hill Riding Academy, Uno Chicago Grill, Randy and Ellen Chapman, 
Bridget Herlihy, Amy and Richard Sparks, First Student Bus , SHS 
Community Council,
John Poulack,, J. Kenneth Fordham, CPA, Family Dental Care of Mil-
ford, PA, Kenneth G. Edwards, DDS , Allen Remodeling,
Julia R. Knowlton, Susan O’Hara-Cannon, Newcomers Club, Centrix 
Bank, Steve and Lorraine Callahan, Claire and Ed Bacher,
Susan Paquin, Fay King, Barbara and David Belak, Jay and Ginnie 
Lutze, Mary and Tim Ireland, Molly and Dave Dix,
Anna and Michael Rego, Omni Management Resources, Zahn’s Al-
pine Guesthouse, Souhegan Lighting Products,
Stewart Property Management, Jim and Beth Kimberly, Little Ein-
steins, Shaw’s Supermarkets, William and Sue Kenney,
Chris and Matt Howard, Dr. Edward Klopfer, Orthodontist, Robert and 
Jennifer Young, Eaton and Berube Insurance, 
Debora and James Velino,  Seasonal Specialty Stores, Alene Can-
dles, LLC, Catherine Doyle, Patricia Cauchon,
Victor and Carolin Sanchez, Shannon E. Chandley, Jonathan May 
– Yourpresenseontheweb.com, 
Community Action for Safe Teens/Boys and Girls Club, Brennan and 
Mackay Appliance Sales and Service, 
Susan and Jon Patt, Currier Self Storage, Janis and Bob Cox, Joe and 
Lori Cinque, Charles Glover and Cynthia Sears,
Amoskeag Pet Supply, LLC, Walgreens District Office, Diane and 
Michael Hirst, Bo Dean, Lori Bruno, Lynne Maloney,
Jo-Ellen Redmond, Nancy Bannon, Susan Vamos, Market Basket, 
Stephen and Siobhan Taylor, Mary Ellen and Stephen Noble, 
Al and Julia Astbury, Lisa Mazzerall, Souhegan Pet Supply, LLC Food 
for Pets

Project Graduation Committee:
Mary McGrath (chair) , Peg Bennett,  
Lisa Maresco, Meg Dworkin, Mary Ire-
land, Kathy Ford, Lisa Kent, Christina 
DeCesare Len, Laurie Holbrook, Elena 
Sheldon, Diana Jones, Mary Mahar, 
Sue Cannon, Ann Daigneau, Colleen 
Lynch, and Zoe Quindazzi-Ilaqua

Youth Group Trip to New Orleans
To the editor: 

I received a bird feeder from a local store in your area and found a de-
lightful surprise contained within the box, your local newspaper! As an 
avid reader I was very excited to get local news from such a distance. I thor-
oughly enjoyed the article from the local youth about their trip to New 
Orleans. You see, I live in the area devastated by Katrina, about 45 min-
utes from downtown New Orleans. What a great experience for your local 
youth church group to come to New Orleans and experience the culture 
first hand. Until you have had the opportunity to see some of the oldest 
structures in the USA and experience the multi-ethnic/multi cultural 
rhythm of the city it is hard to imagine. The city New Orleans gets so much 
terrible press coverage it is refreshing to see a positive article.

 Thank you from the deep south for a breath of fresh air!

Warmest Regards,
Bonnie Holland 
(Near New Orleans)

Call Your Amherst Selectman and 
Head of DPW
To the editor:

Over the past couple of years I’ve had the displeasure of listening to a 
friend gripe about the DPW in Amherst and the obvious waste that seems 
to be common place within the department. After listening for so long and 
not doing anything about it, a recent conversation put me over the top and 
I thought, enough is enough.   This information needs to be published so 
that common sense tax payers in the community can have a chance to hear 
about the lack of concern our selectman and department heads seem to 
have for the taxpayers of this community.

 I was recently made aware of a conversation regarding our building in-
spector and the vehicle the DPW is trying to purchase for him. Currently, 
the building inspector is driving an older Ford Explorer,  the department 
just put thousands of dollars into this vehicle to keep it up to safety stan-
dards.  Why would we then need to go and purchase a newer Ford F250 
with a plow for this position?  What would we do with the current vehicle 
that has really no value even after putting thousands of dollars into it? Does 
a building inspector in the town of Amherst need a Ford F250 with a plow, 
what does he carry with him in his daily job to require such a large gas guz-
zling vehicle, and a plow?!  Where is the benefit to the taxpayer, is he going 
to plow the roads and inspect buildings now?  There are dozens of options 
available to our inspector if he truly needs 4 wheel drive in his daily job, the 
first option is to keep what you have and be thankful for it, we did just pay 
to have a bunch of work done to it. The second option would be look into 
alternative vehicles or smaller 4 wheel drive options, why would you choose 
to buy a guy that spends his days driving,  the largest, most inefficient ve-
hicle available on the market? Where is the money coming from to pur-
chase this vehicle, is it the surplus that the DPW had at the end of the year? 
Shouldn’t that money be returned to the tax payer? Did the selectman in 
town not get the message when we voted down the budget this past March, 
was it not clear to them that we all need to tighten our belts in these tough 
times? I urge all of you to call our selectman and ask them why our build-
ing inspector needs this vehicle, should we be looking at a Chevy Volt or 
some other common sense vehicle for this position? Why would the DPW 
want to spend excess money at the end of the year rather than give it back 
to the taxpayer?  

I think we all know how it works in these departments; if they don’t spend 
the entire budget they can’t ask for more next year.   If they return their sur-
plus to the taxpayers then they can’t ask to have the budget increased, they 
have to work under the same size or maybe even smaller budget the follow-
ing year. So the best thing to do is spend it regardless of whether or not it’s 
needed,  that way they can ask for more money in the budget next year.  It’s 
a cycle that government at all levels seems to think we don’t understand. 

Call your selectman and ask them about this purchase!

Respectfully,
Jim Farrow
Amherst

Amherst’s July 4th Celebration  
Added Up to “Summer Fun!”
To the editor:

It was a glorious Fourth of July once again!  Although it was raining early 
in the morning of the Fourth, the skies were clear by the time the parade 
stepped off from Wilkins School at 10:00 o’clock.  The crowds were large 
and appreciative, the fireworks were among the best ever, the floats were 
unusually good, and our favorite bands were joined by a new pipe and drum 
band from Westford, Massachusetts.

New this year on the third was the Roaming Railroad which provided 
rides for the little ones—and some not so little.   Krickey the Clown, spon-
sored by Amherst Patch, did face painting, and Amy Conley and her Calico 
Toad Band provided music in the early evening thanks to Norm Wrenn’s 
Bot-L-Gas.   Fire department and EMS teams from Amherst and Milford 
met for a softball match on the Bean Fields while the REMAX hot air bal-
loon rides took place on the front lawn of the high school.   Members of the 
Community Emergency Response Team helped with the parking of hun-
dreds of cars.  

 Pat McMullen, conductor of the Amherst Town Band, gave her final 
Fourth of July performance.  Pat is retiring after many years of leading the 
band in the annual concert on the night before the Fourth.  She has done an 
exceptional job, and we thank her.  The fireworks followed the concert and 
were fantastic.  Our thanks to Jack Reed and his volunteers and to Granite 
State Credit Union, the major sponsor of the fireworks.  The magnificent 
“G” at the beginning of the fireworks display was Jack’s tribute to their gen-
erosity.

The Fourth was fun.  The parade featured the children’s bicycle parade 
run by Lion Ann Hoag, fire engines, the new fire department color guard, 
five bands, magnificent Friesian horses, numerous floats, the Wheelmen, 
mini kars, the 1st and 5th New Hampshire Regiments, clowns, marchers, 
puppies on parade, the Sons of the Union Auxiliary of the Civil War, some 
spectacular antique cars, the Silver Lining Circus Camp, and lots of politi-
cians!   Uncle Sam-on Stilts was with us once again thanks to Brad Odhner 
who took his father’s place.  The village green featured artists, craft demon-
strations, animals, the Music Man Quartet, Uncle Sam and the Declaration 
of Independence, a dog show, pocket ladies, clowns, children’s activities, 
and booths giving out information or selling items or food.  Liz Overholt, 
who has done a magnificent job of organizing  the green for eleven years, 
retired this year but worked closely with Gretchen Pyles who took over Liz’ 
duties.  During the Reviewing Stand Ceremony, the Lions Club presented 
May Balsama with the Citizen of the Year Award, the dignitaries were in-
troduced, Sean Corrigan was recognized as the winner of the pin design, 
Doug Kirkwood played Amazing Grace on the bagpipes, Kyra Whitehead 
sang a patriotic song, and the Souhegan Chorus sang.

Along with setting up and running events, the Fourth of July Commit-
tee raises over half of the cost of the celebration.   The committee sells food, 
drinks, pins, rides, and space on the village green.  In addition, it solicits 
business support. For the sixth year in a row, Granite State Credit Union 
made the fireworks possible.  Additional sponsorships by Amherst Patch,  
Bot-L-Gas, Jake’s, Atlas Pyrovision, and Sal’s Pizza helped to make the cel-
ebration what it was.  REMAX provided the hot air balloon with profits to 
be shared with the 4th of July and SHARE.

Many, many volunteers contribute their time and energy to make the cel-
ebration a success.  Thanks go to the committee members; the volunteers 
who work on organizing the parade, helping with parking, and manning 
the many booths; and the town and school departments.  And thanks, too, 
to all those residents who enjoyed the festivities and have given such enthu-
siastic feedback to the committee.  Amherst is a great town!  

Nancy Head , Chair
July 4th Committee

PHOtOS ON PAGE 14

The Cart Before The Horse
 To the editor:

For as many legislative terms as I can remember, the New Hampshire 
Legislature, both during Republican and Democratic administrations, has 
established its spending program backwards – in the past we put the cart 
before the horse. At the beginning of every legislative term the first order 
of business is enacting the biannual budget. In prior legislative terms, the 
process started with department heads, the Governor, legislators and the 
public presenting the Finance Committee with great spending suggestions. 
The Finance Committee responded to these requests and set the budget. 
Then, and only after the budget was set by the Finance Committee, it was 
passed to Ways and Means with the request that they come up with the 
revenue – normally it resulted in more taxes and/or fees necessary to meet 
the budget.    

Not this term. Ways and Means was initially challenged to determine the 
revenues expected to be received in the next two years. Then, and only af-
ter the revenues were determined, was the Finance Committee challenged 
to establish the state budget. Thus this biannual budget was set based on 
projected income and not just based on what we wanted to spend irrespec-
tive of income. This is how New Hampshire families manage – not to spend 
what they don’t have.

As a result we will end the current biennium with a balanced budget and 
return money to the Rainey Day Fund, without resorting to borrowing, de-
ferring bill payments, selling assets or using savings (Rainy Day Fund). It is 
important to return funds to the Rainey Day Fund to cover unanticipated 
events.

One thing I have learned in Concord is just how easy it is to spend other 
peoples’ money – increasing taxes is easy – living within your budget takes 
work. I firmly believe we can provide services to New Hampshire citizens 
now and in the future without the constant increases in taxation.

Next term, we can provide even more services with a cost effective gov-
ernment. There are many efficiencies and savings that can be made in state 
government; all departments must be challenged to meet their oblations 
and the needs of the citizens more efficiently.

 
Robert H. Rowe, Amherst
Representative for Amherst and Milford
 

Patio Furniture
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours
for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

120 Route 101A
Amherst, NH
(603) 880-8471

NOTICE
In compliance with RSA 7:19-a, the Historical Society 
of Amherst, N.H., hereby gives notice that it entered into 
transactions with the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center, of which William P. Veillette, a director and officer 
of the Society, is an employee.  The transactions are for 
the conservation and digitization of historical records in 
the aggregate amount of $9,298.00.


