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People in the News

Heaton and Dokmo Run for   
Election as Independents
To the editor:

For the past several years, our legislative leaders have  increasingly cho-
sen ideology and political dogma over thoughtful, fact based, common 
sense decision making.  Our representatives seem to no longer represent 
our best interests, but those of their political party and/or their ideology.  
This is true on both sides of the aisle.

The resultant polarization has created such gridlock  that the critical is-
sues which we face are either not resolved or resolved with an extremist 
solution which is unworkable and unsustainable, often causing unintended 
consequences which are more serious than the issue originally addressed. 

It is with this in mind, that Bob Heaton and I have decided to run for 
State Representatives as Independents  in the November election.  We want 
to put the interests of the citizens of Amherst ahead of partisan politics.  
We want to put the interests of Amherst taxpayers ahead of ideological 
driven solutions which simply pass down the cost of programs from the 
State to the local property taxpayer.

We want to put the interests of all Amherst citizens ahead of special in-
terest groups and lobbyists.

If you agree with our philosophy, you can help by signing a Nomination 
Paper which will enable us to have our names placed on the November 
ballot.  We hope to give Amherst voters more choice in November.  In ad-
dition, it will  send a message to our current leaders that we demand that 
our representatives represent us in Concord. Please contact cyndokmo@
aol.com or rmheaton47@comcast.net with any questions or to request a 
Nomination Form.

Thank you, 
Cynthia Dokmo and Bob Heaton
Amherst

Support Kevin Smith for Governor
To the editor:

We have a GOP Primary for Governor coming up in September 2012. I 
have to throw my support to Kevin Smith as the GOP candidate for Gov-
ernor. He has presented facts. Kevin is a strong proponent of improving 
the competitiveness of our state tax system. He is a supporter of reforming 
the Business Profits Tax and Business Enterprise Tax, which will make the 
state of New Hamsphire more attractive to employers and entrepreneurs 
in the creation of job growth. Now let me talk from a point that is very near 
to me, Veterans Affairs; as I served in the U.S. Navy, during the Vietnam 
Era Conflict. I have and continue to receive great medical services from the 
Manchester VA Hospital. Kevin has committed that he will work with our 
Congressional Representatives to provide a full service VA Hospital in our 
state and if needed medical partnerships with the great hospitals located in 
our state. So in summary, I urge all of my fellow Veterans, Independents, 
and Republicans to vote for Kevin Smith for Governor in the September 
primary. He presents strong leadership and managerial experience to our 
state. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Modis, 
Amherst

Stop The Fat Cats 
To the editor:

 
My name is Dan Dwyer and I am running for the newly redistricted  Dis-

trict 11 Senate seat, which includes the towns of Amherst, Merrimack, Mil-
ford and Wilton.I was born and raised in Manchester and have been living 
in Merrimack for 17 years. I have been married for 25 years to Julie (James) 
Dwyer from Nashua,  with whom I  have raised three children.

I am a graduate of Manchester Memorial High School and Saint An-
selm College, Class of 1986. I am a business entrepreneur, five years ago I  
co-founded Silver Chariot, a limousine service based in Merrimack, which 
I continue to own and operate. I also own and manage real estate hold-
ings in New Hampshire. I currently serve on the Merrimack Town Council 
and am one of the founders and organizers of the Merrimack Fall Festival/
Business Expo. 

District 11 needs a Senator that is working for them and not  for the Fat 
Cat Lobbyists. District 11 needs a Senator who understands that people 
and small businesses need to be able to have the free market to buy health 
care out of New Hampshire.  District 11 needs a leader who cares more 
about the residents of Amherst, Merrimack, Milford, Wilton  than filling 
their campaign coffers with money from Fat Cat Lobbyists representing 
the insurance, tobacco and healthcare industries. 

A failed voting record, an out of touch attitude, and an overflowing cam-
paign war chest is not what District 11 citizens wants from their Senator. 
I will work for the district to bring jobs, open the free markets on health 
care and  ensure that the States Motto “Live Free Or Die “ is adhered to in 
Concord. The Senate is a powerful place and it needs someone who under-
stands the term “Public Servant” and will use the power for the good of the 
people and not to serve the Fat Cats who think their needs are more impor-
tant than the needs of hard working citizens.

Please consider voting for me on September 11th as your  new Senator 
for  District 11 and Stop The Fat Cats. 

 
Dan Dwyer, 
Merrimack

Regarding Mark Vincent’s Letter 
and the ACA
To the editor:

I was taken aback by the comment of Mark Vincent, ACA, regarding the 
Board of Selectmen and the Ways & Means Committee “voting in lock-
step”.  In my experience (6 of last 14 years on Ways & Means, 2 as Chair-
man), there was nothing resembling that going on.  On the contrary, we 
always had major questions and often intense disagreements.  We did a lot 
of number crunching and negotiation with the Selectmen and Dept Heads 
to try and arrive at a budget for which we felt we could vote. 

It’s important to keep in mind that the ultimate goal is to actually get 
to a budget number that will allow the Town to operate.  There are real 
buildings to maintain, actual employees to pay (and with benefits), roads to 
maintain, salt and plow.  We want to be safe so funding Police, Emergency 
Medical Services and Fire is essential.  One can quibble about a lot of bud-
get lines and issues, but you have to decide about what kind of town you 
want to live in, what kind of services you want, and when are you not cut-
ting fat, but rather cutting meat, bone and the heart out of the town.  We 
have a very expensive Library, but have seen no support for cutting it back 
to any degree.  And that’s fine.  It’s what the people of Amherst want. 

Ultimately, the goal of the town budget season is to negotiate the best 
budget we can for the our citizens.  And if you can’t do that, then I don’t 
care what side of the table you are on, you have failed the people.  It was our 
goal to never be in that position, but to be able to look any one in the face 
and discuss a reasoned, well hammered out agreement.

Jack Kunkel, 
Amherst

Speak Out
To the editor:

Once again, the Lyndon LaRouche hate group brought their hate mes-
sage to Amherst.  Depicting our President as Hitler is an affront to every 
decent and thoughtful person in our town.

For anyone even remotely connected or knowledgeable about the Nazi 
killing of six million Jews along with Catholics, homosexuals, gypsies etc., 
knows that Hitler is the personification of hate and evil.  By contributing 
to or agreeing with the LaRouche message is a tacit approval of their hate 
message.

A former black civil rights leader described the LaRouche organization 
like this; “LaRouche appeals to fear, hatred and ignorance.  He seeks to ex-
ploit and exacerbate the anxieties and frustration of Americans by offering 
an array of scapegoats and enemies…Jews, blacks, labor unions… much like 
Hitler did in Nazi Germany.    This is not Nazi Germany.

Whatever your opinion of President Obama, I implore people to speak 
out against the LaRouche hate message.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Peterman, 
Amherst

Political Posters
To the editor:

 I just went by the Routes 122 and 101 exit triangle and observed this 
“display”. Does anyone think this type of “advertising” overkill is effective? 
It was for me; my vote is settled!

This is OUR town, too.  Respect it and its citizens!!!
Thought we passed an ordinance re: number of signs that can be placed 

in one location.  Guess I was in error.
However, in summary, ITS AN EYESORE!!!!!

 

Jonathan Prew, 
Amherst

Rent Includes Heat and Hot Water
1 Bedroom Units: $800/mo. • 2 Bedroom Units: $860/mo.

Heritage estates apartments 
Come See Us – We Offer Value

Feels like 
Family

A Special Place to Live 

4 Fully Applianced Kitchens
4 Wall-to-Wall Carpeting
4 Air Conditioned Comfort
4 Convenient Laundry Rooms
4 We Are Pet Friendly
4 24 Hour Maintenance 

4 2 Car Parking 
4 On Site Mini Storage 
4 Children’s Play Area
4 Convenient to Milford/Nashua
4 Low Density Buildings
4 Very Clean and Quiet

504 Nashua St. 
Milford, NH

603-673-4800
Bill Morin – owner

Family Owned 
since 1992

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

FREE BACK PACK 
Filled with School Supplies and a Surprise

When you sign up for any one of our programs during August and September

ATA Martial Arts of Bedford
292 Route 101, Bedford 472-4022

Bedfordata.com (see our website for more details)

Paid for by Dan Dwyer For State Senate Fiscal Agent Phil Straight 11 Spruce Street Merrimack NH 03054

POLITCAL ADVERTISEMENT  POLITCAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITCAL ADVERTISEMENT

Hodes’ five-piece band, “Northern 
Light,” will brighten the afternoon 
musically with their renditions of 
classic 60’s and 70’s hit tunes - mu-
sic to make you want to sing along, 
or even get up and dance.

Tickets for the Amherst Demo-
crats Barbecue are priced at $40 per 
person and may be obtained by call-
ing 673-6629, or 672-2701; sending 
a check made to “Amherst Demo-
crats” by August 20th to: PO Box 

1341, Amherst, NH 30301; or go on-
line to www.amherstnhdemocrats.
org. The event will be held at Am-
herst Country Club, 72 Ponemah 
Rd. (Rte. 122), and is scheduled 
to run from 3:00 – 6:30 PM.  Pro-
ceeds will go to support campaigns 
of local democratic candidates. If 
you cannot attend, please consid-
er making a donation. All are wel-
come, regardless of political party 
affiliation.

At Last, Keith Griffith Finds 
His Calling 

AMHERST - It 
takes a certain de-
gree of dedication 
to build Shaker box-
es and Amherst, 
N.H., resident Keith 
Griffith is definite-
ly a devotee of the 
centuries-old craft. 
What’s amazing 
about his story is the 
lengthy and circular 
path he took to fi-
nally realize his call-
ing.

For 25 years, 
Griffith had focused 
on a career in high-
tech finance, earn-
ing a Master’s degree 
and steadily climb-
ing up the corporate 
ladder. At one point, 
he directed the fi-
nances for a $13 bil-
lion computer busi-
ness in Europe.

“I was pretty big in the corporate 
world but was never really content 
with what I was doing,” says Griffith, 
who now operates All Things Shak-
er out of a Manchester storefront at 
250 North Commercial St. The one-
man operation, a full-time business 
since early 2012, recently launched 
a Web site (www.allthingsshaker.
com) and is selling Shaker boxes, 
trays and carriers all over the coun-
try.

“I’ve always had a passion for 
woodworking,” he says, “and I kept 
my hand in it over the years. I’d do 
small projects around the house. 
Plus, I have a particular fascination 
for the Shakers and their crafts-
manship. They had some ideals 
that were quite progressive for their 
time. Their sense of community, 
work ethic, and design has a unique 
charm.”

The Shakers, a religious group 
in 18th-century England, were 
also very pragmatic and dedicated 
to quality. They built finely-craft-
ed storage boxes that were the 
“Tupperware of the 1700s.”

Griffith toils away in his Man-
chester shop for 40-50 hours a week, 
displays his goods at trade shows all 
over the Northeast and markets his 

products any way he can. He takes 
pride in his workmanship, selecting 
the finest wood and paying close at-
tention to detail.

“I spend extra time in the fin-
ishing process because that’s what 
makes the boxes look great and last 
longer,” explains Griffith.

His wife, Marcia, unintention-
ally steered his life in a new direc-
tion, presenting him with a unique 
Christmas gift: a father-son class in 
Shaker box-making at nearby Can-
terbury Shaker Village.

It re-ignited Griffith’s long-lost 
passion for woodworking. Pretty 
soon, he was making Shaker box-
es for friends and attending crafts 
fairs. “People liked these quaint lit-
tle boxes and I loved to make them,” 
he says. “A friend of mine ordered 
40 boxes as gifts for his executive 
team at a West Virginia hospital 
system. After that, I was hooked.” 

The rest is history. Griffith formed 
his new company, All Things Shak-
er, and starting making Shaker box-
es every day. His passion is now re-
ality.

“My wife can’t quite believe what 
I’m doing and neither can I,” he says. 
“But here I am. And I’m as happy as 
I’ve ever been.”

Keith Griffith in his Manchester workshop.
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