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NASHUA— This is a transforma-
tive time for Rivier as it officially be-
comes Rivier University on July 1, 
2012—the newest American Cath-
olic university. With this change to 
university status, Rivier will offer 
additional opportunities for global 
engagement and new academic pro-
gram development, while retaining 
its strong Catholic heritage, aca-
demic quality and dedication to its 
mission of ‘transforming hearts and 
minds to serve the world.’

Rivier University enrolls a total of 
2,300 students in traditional under-
graduate programs, adult profes-
sional studies programs and grad-
uate and doctoral programs at its 
campus in Nashua and online.

Rivier has the breadth and qual-
ity of academic offerings typically 
found at a university, including the 
first doctorate in education in the 
state of New Hampshire, programs 
offered completely online, and 
more than 60 graduate programs 
and certifications. Two new M.Ed. 
programs in special education will 
be added this fall, one with a spe-
cialization in autism and the other 
with a specialization in ESOL—two 

areas where there is a significant 
need in the community. Rivier will 
also launch two new doctoral pro-
grams in the fall of 2013—a Psy.D. 
in Counseling Psychology and in 
School Psychology.

Today’s global environment has 
presented the need for American 
institutions of higher education to 
reach audiences around the world, 
and institutions such as Rivier 
have faced the challenge of brand-
ing themselves in a way that accu-
rately translates to foreign audienc-
es. In these countries where Rivier 
hopes to continue attracting stu-
dents, a post-secondary institution 
would rarely be called college. The 
term ‘college’ means ‘high school’ in 
many of these countries. The pres-
ence of the founding Sisters of the 
Presentation of Mary in 20 coun-
tries around the world will provide 
additional opportunities for global 
engagement.

“In order for Rivier to engage in a 
global environment, our name must 
reflect that of a post-secondary in-
stitution of higher education to an 
international audience,” says Sister 
Paula Marie Buley, IHM, Rivier’s 

president. “The move to Rivier Uni-
versity will broaden the institution’s 
profile beyond its Nashua campus, 
offering students an opportunity to 
learn on a global level.”

Rivier has recently created the 
position of Associate Vice Presi-
dent of Global Engagement, which 
will be responsible for managing 
agreements with international uni-
versities and creating international 
service experiences, study abroad 

opportunities and internships. With 
this increased emphasis, opportuni-
ties for global engagement and aca-
demic experiences will expand. 

Rivier University will continue 
to offer ready access to faculty and 
small class sizes and will remain 
true to its reputation of an academic 
community with a strong Catholic 
identity, focused on student leader-
ship and academic distinction.

 

Schools
Students in the News

Mont Vernon Resident   
Receives Ph.D from Harvard 
University

Daniel R. Hogan received his Ph. 
D in Health Policy from Harvard 
University in May. He received a 
Master of Science degree in Epi-
demiology in 2006 from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, in 
Ann Arbor, a Bachelor 
of Arts degree magna 
cum laude in Biology 
from Dartmouth Col-
lege in 2000, and grad-
uated from Souhegan 
High School in 1996. 
He is currently a Post 
Doctoral Research 
Fellow at the Har-
vard School of Public 
Health. He is the son of 
Bill and Sally Hogan of 
Mont Vernon. 
Local Student 
Named to Honor Roll

Elizabeth Hosage of Amherst 
was on the High Honor roll at the 
Berkshire School in Sheffield, MA. 
She has remained on high honors 
for each of the four grading peri-
ods during this, her freshman, year. 
She received Performance Awards 
for the first two quarters, which 
are given to students taking five or 
more advanced courses who also re-
ceive commendations of Excellent. 
She played Varsity Soccer last fall, 
and was a member of girls’ Varsity 
Track & Field team, who ended this 
season placing 4th at the New Eng-
land Championships held at Gover-
nor’s Academy in May.
Spring 2012 OU Honor Roll 
Announced

NORMAN, OKLA. – Students 
from 45 states and the District of 
Columbia are listed on the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma Norman campus 
honor roll for the spring 2012 se-
mester.  From Amherst,  Andrew 
Williams Amrein was included on 
the honor roll.  Students must earn 
a minimum 3.5 grade-point average 
on a 4.0 scale to be included on the 
honor roll.  
Amherst Resident Named to 
WPI’s Spring 2012 Dean’s List

WORCESTER, MA - Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) has an-
nounced that Nicholas Kepka Cal-
vetti of Amherst, a freshman, was 
named to the university’s Dean’s 
List for academic excellence for the 
spring 2012 semester. 
Drew University Names  
Students to the Dean’s List

MADISON, NJ - Drew Univer-
sity has named Christiana Carlini 
of Amherst to its Dean’s List for the 
Spring 2012 semester.

In order to qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must earn a grade 
point average of 3.4 or above, which 
is equivalent to a B+ or better.
Felicia  Weber Received 
Dean’s List Recognition at 
Clearwater Christian College

CLEARWATER, FL - Senior Fe-
licia Weber of Amherst received 
the Dean’s List Award at Clearwa-
ter Christian College for scholastic 
achievement during the 2012 spring 
semester. In order to be recognized 
for this award, honorees are re-
quired to earn a GPA between 3.50 
and 3.90 on a 4.00 scale.  Weber, 
majoring in Humanities at CCC, is 
a homeschool graduate and is the 
daughter of James and Beth Weber 
of Amherst.
Worcester Polytechnic   
Institute Announces Spring 
2012 Dean’s List

WORCESTER, MA - The fol-
lowing local residents were among 
1,286 students from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) named 
to the university’s Dean’s List for 
academic excellence for the spring 
2012 semester.

James Davison of Amherst is a 
senior majoring in chemical engi-
neering.

Grant Raymond of Amherst is a 
sophomore majoring in mechanical 
engineering.
Local Residents Named to 
Hofstra University’s Dean’s List

HEMPSTEAD, NY - The follow-
ing local residents have been named 
to the Spring Dean’s list at Hofstra 
University: From Amherst, Amy 
Butenhof and Nicole Lewis.  
Local Students Named To 
Honors List at Franklin Pierce 
University

RINDGE - The following lo-
cal  students were named to Hon-
ors Lists for the spring semester at 
Franklin  Pierce University in Rind-
ge, New Hampshire:

Joshua Wielgoszinski of Amherst 
was named to the Dean’s Honors 

List. Wielgoszinski, a senior 
majoring in accounting/finance, 
earned 

Dean’s Honors List status by 
maintaining a term grade point av-
erage of at least 3.65 on a scale of 
four.

Timothy Dineen of Amherst was 
named to the Dean’s List. Dineen, a 
senior majoring in sports & recre-
ation management, earned Dean’s 
List status by maintaining a term 

grade point average of at least 3.3 on 
a scale of four.
Local Residents Named to 
Simmons College Dean’s List

BOSTON - The following local 
residents were named to the 2012 
spring semester dean’s list at Sim-
mons College in Boston:
Kelly Ferguson, a Amherst resident. 
Her major is undeclared.

Marissa Soucy, a Mont 
Vernon resident. Her 
major is mathematics.
Ashley Vitale, a Mont 
Vernon resident. Her 
major is undeclared.

To qualify for dean’s 
list status, undergradu-
ate students must ob-
tain a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or higher, 
based on 12 or more 
credit hours of work in 
classes using the letter 
grade system.
Michelle Weber Re-

ceived  President’s Recogni-
tion at Clearwater Christian 
College

CLEARWATER, FL - Michelle 
Weber of Amherst received a Pres-
ident’s Recognition at Clearwa-
ter Christian College for scholas-
tic achievement during the 2012 
spring semester. In order to be rec-
ognized for this award, honorees 
must have been enrolled full-time 
and earn a minimum grade point 
average of 3.90 on a 4.00 scale. We-
ber is a Sophomore Music BS ma-
jor at CCC. Weber is a homeschool 
graduate and daughter of James and 
Beth Weber of Amherst.
Local Students Earn Dean’s 
List Honors from Wells College

AURORA , NY - The following 
student from Wells College was 
named to the Dean’s List for the 
spring 2012 semester:  Idolyn Vil-
liotti, class of 2012, of Amherst. 
Idolyn graduated from Souhegan 
High School and majored in philos-
ophy at Wells.  The Dean’s List con-
sists of students who earn at least a 
3.5 grade point average for at least 
12 hours of coursework in a given 
semester.
Local Students Earned  
Academic Honors at Purdue 
University

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN - The 
following local student  has earned 
academic honors at Purdue Univer-
sity for the spring 2012 semester:

Christian Barrett, of Amherst.  
To earn honors, students must have 
had at least a 3.5 semester or cumu-
lative grade point average on a 4.0 
scale.
Local Students Graduated 
From Franklin Pierce University

RINDGE - The following local 
students graduated from Franklin 
Pierce University in Rindge: Cha-
rissa Roche of Amherst graduated 
with a bachelor of arts in criminal 
justice and a minor in psychology.

Zachary Wielgoszinski of Am-
herst graduated with a bachelor of 
science in management.

Christopher Nervik of Mont Ver-
non graduated with a associate of 
arts in management.
Local Students Make Dean’s 
List at the University of  
Delaware

NEWARK, DE - Joel Gerson of 
Amherst has been named to the 
University of Delaware’s Dean’s List 
for Spring 2012.  To meet eligibility 
requirements for the Dean’s List, a 
student must be enrolled full-time 
and earn a GPA of 3.33 or above (on 
a 4.0 scale) for the semester.
Local student makes Spring 
Arbor University’s Academic 
Honors List

SPRING ARBOR, MI - Spring 
Arbor University is pleased to an-
nounce student from Amherst who 
is on the Spring 2012 Academic 
Honors List. The Academic Honors 
List recognizes full-time students 
who have received a grade point av-
erage of 3.7 or higher for the semes-
ter. Part-time students must receive 
a 3.7 GPA for the semester and car-
ry a cumulative 3.7 GPA.

Student from Amherst is Janette 
Rondeau, a junior majoring in social 
work. She is the daughter of Dan 
and Susan Rondeau. 
Local Students Named to 
Dean’s List at Merrimack  
College

NORTH ANDOVER, MA - The 
following local students were re-
cently named to the Merrimack 
College Spring 2012 Semester 
Dean’s List:

Jacquelyn Jones, of Amherst, a 
sophomore majoring in biology and

Kathryn Eagan of Amherst, a ju-
nior majoring in civil engineering.
Local Students Receive  
Degrees at Miami University 
Spring Commencement

OXFORD, OH - Miami Univer-
sity awarded 3,219 degrees to stu-
dents during spring commence-
ment exercises Saturday, May 5 at 
Yager Stadium.

Meredith Ashley Joyce of Am-
herst received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree.

Souhegan Unveils New School Seal and Mascot
We are pleased to share the new 

designs for the SHS seal and Saber 
mascot. The Souhegan High School 
community of students, faculty and 
support staff recently voted for their 
favorite seal and mascot design. The 
options presented were the origi-
nal school seal and mascot and two 
new designs. The SHS Community 
Council, comprised of representa-
tives of community, school board, 
students, support staff and teach-
ers, recommended the school wide 
vote as a vehicle for everyone to ex-
press their preference regarding the 
potential change.  It was a decisive 
vote for the new seal and mascot. 
The overwhelming majority voted 
for a change and the majority voted 
for the new “crest logo” and new sa-

ber graphics. The new logos will be 
displayed on a variety of media in-
cluding the web, print publications, 
athletic and activity uniforms, and 
other applications.   

Similar to the way professional 
sports teams honor their histori-
cal logos, SHS intends to honor 
the original Saber.  Tilea Warren 
Toy’s ’95 beautiful illustration of 
the Saber will remain as the central 
graphic on the gymnasium floor 
and ensconced on the athletic trib-
ute wall.

SHS remains a member of the Co-
alition of Essential Schools which 
will be noted on letterhead and oth-
er documents.

VFW Post Awards Scholarships to Local Students
The Richard K. Harvell Post 8401 

of the Veterans of Foreign Wars re-
cently awarded scholarships to 12 
local students.  Post Commander 
Gary Backus noted the academic 
and community service achieve-
ments as well as the courses of 
study and future plans of the stu-
dents during the 9 July ceremony 
at the Bedford Old Town Hall.  The 
awardees were Vanessa Rodanas, 
Linnea Hilchey, Jennifer Hilchey, 
Sean Van Anglen, Robert Young Jr., 
Robyn Keriazes, Kristina Pervanas, 
Alexa Pervanas, Stephanie Lamy, 
David Cummings, Hillary Hughes, 
and Hannah Zeltner.  Over 40 fam-
ily and Post members gathered to 
honor the awardees.   The scholar-
ship program was initiated in 1992 
to honor the memory of past All 
State Post Commander George T. 
Wiggin and expanded in 2005 to 
also honor the memory of past All 
State Post Commander Marga-
ret “Peggy” Rice – the first woman 
so honored in the New Hampshire 
VFW.   The scholarships are award-
ed to a child or grandchild of a Post 
member, a veteran, or a Bedford res-
ident.  Since the program’s incep-
tion, the Bedford Post has awarded 
nearly $30,000 in scholarships and 
educational grants.

2012 Bedford VFW Scholarship recipients (l to r) Hannah Zeltner, Jennifer Hilchey, Linnea Hilchey, Robert Young 
Jr.(Amherst), Hillary Hughes, Sean Van Anglen, Stephanie Lamy, Alexa Pervanas. 

Fall 2012 Girls on the Run in Amherst
The nationally acclaimed pro-

gram Girls on the Run (GOTR) will 
be offered to girls in grades 3 -5 in 
Amherst beginning in early Sep-
tember.

Girls on the Run is a transforma-
tional learning program for 8 to 13 
year-old girls. It teaches life skills 
through dynamic, conversation-
based lessons and running games. 
The program culminates with the 
girls completing a celebratory 5k 

run.
Two teams will be offered at the 

Wilkins School on Monday/Friday 
and Tuesday/Thursday.  Both teams 
will meet right afterschool, 3:00-
4:15 pm.  The program will be held 
twice a week for 10 weeks.  Online 
registration will begin at 7pm on 
July 18th.  Visit the program web-
site for more information: www.
girlsontherunnh.org.

 

Rivier University – a New Name for a Transformative Institution

Program Seeking Teachers
The Souhegan High School Adult Enrichment Pro-

gram 2012-13 is looking for community members willing 
to share their talents and skills.  “Teachers” would be 
responsible for one evening class each week for a six 
week term.  The Fall term begins the week of September 
24th.  If you have an idea or a talent that you would like 
to share, Please contact Maggie Paul to discuss the pos-
sibilities.  mpaul@sprise.com
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