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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, September 5

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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A Good Ending For Affordable 
Housing Plan
To the editor:

Last April we wrote a letter to the editor  alerting the residents to a Plan-
ning Board hearing regarding the affordable housing plan for the lots across 
from the Rt 101 Meeting Place Mall. We are pleased to  let you know that 
not only has the project been abandoned by the developer but an abutter 
has also bought the lots to keep them from being developed as affordable 
housing.  In March our daughter, Helen Holden Slottje, filed a petition in 
the Hillsborough County Superior Court on behalf of the residents of Blue-
berry Estates to intervene in the suit that the developer had filed against 
the Town in 2011. This petition by the residents put the developer on no-
tice that the residents would follow up this petition with another petition 
to block the Amherst Planning Board from approving the affordable hous-
ing plan. We also discovered in researching the minutes from Planning 
Board meetings in the 1980’s that the developer placed on the town ballot 
a petition zoning warrant article to rezone the lots from residential to gen-
eral office claiming that the lots were not suitable for residential use. We 
publicized this in a letter to the Amherst Citizen in April just prior to the 
scheduled Planning Board meeting where the Affordable Housing Plan was 
to be discussed.

Sensing that the plan was not going to be approved, the developer with-
drew the plan. The land reverted back to the previous owner, the Souhegan 
Christian Church. The pastor of the church contacted us about finding an-
other buyer. We put him in touch with several potential buyers including 
an abutter who eventually purchased the two lots. The new owners told us 
of their purchase and said that there will be no affordable housing units 
there.

A year ago the outlook for blocking this plan seemed grim, but it was 
stopped thanks to the efforts of many including the following: the area res-
idents who led the early organizing effort, our daughter and her husband 
who did extensive legal and land records research as well as filing the court 
petition and drafting a suit that proved unnecessary to file, and the abutters 
who just purchased the land to ensure no affordable housing on those lots. 
Thanks also to the new Amherst Planning Director, Sarah Marchand.

Carol and Don Holden
Amherst

2012 Summer Reading Program a 
Success!
To the editor:

The Amherst Town Library would like thank the many contributors who 
helped make the 2012 Summer Reading Program a success. This summer, 
the children of Amherst not only met, but surpassed their reading goal by 
2,000 hours, reading for a grand total of 7,109 hours.  Thank you to read-
ers of all ages, who “Dreamt Big” and read books or attended many of our 
events throughout the summer.

Summer readers also won great prizes that were generously supplied by 
many local businesses. Special thanks to:  The Copper Door Restaurant, 
The Black Forest, Shorty’s Grill, The Mile Away Restaurant, The Toadstool 
Bookshop, Homestead Grocery and Deli, Jakes Old Fashioned Ice Cream, 
Canobie Lake Park, Cinemagic of Merrimack, Giorgio’s Restaurant, Labelle 
Winery, and NH Fishercats.

We appreciate everyone’s generosity. Thank you.

The Staff of the Amherst Town Library

Support for Dan Dwyer for District 
11 Senate 
To the editor:

On September 11th I will be casting a vote in the NH Primary for Dan 
Dwyer Senate candidate in District 11. Dan is a lifelong NH resident who 
will bring new blood and conservative beliefs to Concord. Dan was a State 
Representative in the 80’s while still in college and is currently serving a 
term on the Merrimack Town Council. Dan is a critical thinker who gets 
things done. Please consider voting for Dan Dwyer on September 11th.

Sincerely,
Lisa Mooney
Merrimack

Senator Bragdon Is Not Your 
Typical Politician
To the editor:

I write to support the re-election of Peter Bragdon as the State Senator 
for District 11 (Amherst, Merrimack, Milford, and Wilton).   As a small 
business owner and Past President of the NH Dental Society, I have been 
impressed with Senator Bragdon’s even handed approach to public policy 
and his willingness to listen to his constituents about the concerns of small 
business.   Senator Bragdon has supported small businesses in our area by 
working to streamline regulation, eliminate unnecessary bureaucracy and 
keep taxes low. 

Our dental team works hard to provide optimal oral health care services 
to our patients in the communities we serve.  Unnecessary bureaucracy 
leads to only increased costs and increased barriers to care.   I have appre-
ciated Senator Bragdon’s support for improving access to dental care with 
policies that work for New Hampshire. 

Senator Bragdon is not your typical politician.  He is an honest and hard-
working man who has represented his constituents and his State very well.   
Return him to Concord.

Sincerely 
Dr. Drew Wilson
Family Dental Care of Milford 

Vote for Vincent for Delegate
To the editor:

 
On September 11th, New Hampshire voters will head to the polls to 

make important choices on nominees for Governor, Executive Council, 
State Legislature, and County offices. Those who take a Republican ballot 
will also find they have a choice of delegates to the Republican Convention. 
I am Mark Vincent, Chairman of the Amherst Republican Committee, and 
my name will be one of those you will see at the bottom of the ballot. I ask 
for your vote on primary day.  Your choice of delegates will have a major 
impact on how our New Hampshire Republican Party will operate for the 
next two years. Elected delegates, as well as nominees for State Represen-
tative, attend the NH Republican Convention in September to vote on our 
GOP Platform, and then later in the year they will select State Committee 
members for the next two year term. The State Committee will meet in 
early 2013 to elect a Chairman as well as other NHGOP Officers and vote 
on bylaw amendments.  This process begins when you cast your Republican 
ballot on primary day. 

 I have been privileged to serve as Amherst Republican Town 
Chairman for the last 3 years and as an elected member of the Hillsbor-
ough County Republican Committee for the last two years. And at the 
2012 NHGOP Annual Meeting, I was elected Area 3 Vice Chairman for 
the State Party. I have worked at the Town, County, and State level to pro-
mote our Republican platform, organize and assist Town GOP Commit-
tees, and help raise funds to elect Republicans at all levels of government. I 
am very proud of what the Amherst and Milford Town Committees were 
able to accomplish in 2010 as we saw a solid delegation of good conserva-
tive Republicans elected to represent us in Concord. We are on track to do 
so again this year in our new House districts. But without a strong, well or-
ganized, and well funded Republican State Committee, it is difficult to get 
the right candidates elected to keep our government limited and our taxes 
low. That is why I filed for delegate and that is why I ask for your vote. Elect-
ing the right people to our State Legislature and sending the right people to 
represent us in Washington DC starts with electing the right people to the 
NH Republican State Committee. I would appreciate your vote for Delegate 
and I look forward to continuing my work with Republicans and conserva-
tive Independents in Amherst and across Hillsborough County.

Mark Vincent
Amherst

Economics of Happiness
To the editor:

There will be a free showing of the documentary film The Economics of 
Happiness at Wilton Town Hall Theatre on Sunday, September 16 at 4:30. 
Admission is free. Donations are welcome.  Sponsored by NH Green Co-
alition, Souhegan Transition Town Network, and Women Making a Dif-
ference.

Jo Deckert
Nan Stearns
Amherst

Why I Support Ovid Lamontagne 
for Governor
 To the editor:

Republicans are fortunate to have two excellent candidates running for 
governor on the September ballot. My choice is for Ovid. Here is why.

 Ovid Lamontagne has an extensive background in government. There 
will not be a learning period in the early months. This is critical in that the 
first task for a new governor is to propose a budget for the state. This bud-
get must be presented to the legislature in January, immediately after the 
governor’s inauguration. Ovid knows New Hampshire government and the 
needs of our state; he can act quickly and propose a budget that provides for 
the state needs and not the many wishes of state departments.

 He knows the importance of meeting the needs of our citizens, while at 
the same time establishing a responsible cost effective budget that will en-
courage business growth in New Hampshire. If we are to have a state that 
provides good jobs and economic security for our children and grandchil-
dren the highest priority must be improving our economic climate. Ovid 
has the experience and desire to do this. We need private economic growth 
not just growth in government.

 Ovid understands the importance of providing a quality education to 
our children. Ovid served as chairman of the state Board of Education. He 
knows the importance of a quality education for our children so as to pro-
vide a quality work force in order to attract industry to New Hampshire.

 He is a native of Manchester and, except for graduate school, has lived 
his entire life in New Hampshire. Throughout his professional career, he 
consistently volunteered his services to the community and his profession. 
He is one of those citizens where we can honestly say we are better because 
of him.

 
Robert H. Rowe
Amherst

We Can Work Together To Keep 
Improving New Hampshire
To the editor:

As a Republican running for State Representative in the new floaterial 
district of Amherst and Bedford, I am asking for your consideration and 
vote in the upcoming election.

 As a 4th generation native and lifetime resident of NH, who happens 
to be a business owner, I reached a level of frustration with a government 
which has stopped listening and stopped respecting our tax dollars.  With 
my background in human resources, healthcare and business operations, I 
knew I could help solve some of the problems facing our State and decided 
to run for the House in 2010.

Just after getting elected, and to solidify my promise to bring common 
sense solutions and get people back to work, I created the first-ever busi-
ness focused caucus in the NH legislature.  Under my leadership, we be-
came one of the largest groups ever with over 100 Representatives, and have 
been very pivotal in rolling back excessive and expensive regulations on our 
state’s employers.  

While we have done much to re-establish NH as the best place in Amer-
ica to live, work and play, we still have work to do.  I have been clear that I 
do not want to be in politics for a long period of time.  I believe we have a 
duty to participate, help solve our challenges, and then leave.  I think any-
one who spends too much time in politics runs the risk of forgetting why 
they are there. 

When considering why I am seeking re-election, I believe we need to 
aggressively work to reduce health insurance and energy costs, further 
improve the relationship between business and government, expand the 
economy, create good-paying jobs, and keep youth in our state. 

Many of you have seen me going “door to door” while campaigning over 
the last few months, meeting voters and listening to their concerns.  Many 
people feel they are working harder but making less, or are struggling to 
make ends meet or pay their property taxes.  I will work tirelessly to reform 
how we do things in state government, so we can be more efficient and ef-
fective with your tax dollars, better prioritize spending, and reduce your 
tax burden. 

 I hope that I can earn your vote on September 11 and November 6.  Please 
see my website at www.Laurie4NH.com or contact me at RepSanborn@
gmail.com or 682-1557.  I would love to hear your thoughts and ideas as we 
work together to keep improving New Hampshire.

Laurie Sanborn
Bedford

On the Environmental Impact of 
Human Consumption
To the editor:

The central theme proclaimed by the environmentalists today centers 
for the most part around the earths ability to “sustain” the ever increasing 
population of the world. As outlined in Agenda 21 by the U.N. and sup-
ported vigorously by the last four Presidents, the need to reduce the num-
bers of humans on the planet, as well as restricting their movements and 
their living areas, is the only way for the planet to support and “sustain” life.  
Notable figures such as Al Gore, Paul Ehrlich ……etc have pointed out this 
reality and how it is rapidly approaching.

If I may quote such a person,” Our teeming population is the strongest 
evidence our numbers are burdensome to the world, which can hardly sup-
port us from its natural elements.  Our wants grow more and more keen 
and our complaints more bitter in all mouths, while nature fails in afford-
ing us our usual sustenance.  In every deed, pestilence and famine and wars 
have to be regarded as a remedy for nations as the means of pruning the 
luxuriance of the human race.”  Sounds as if it is taken out of one of these 
present day environmental fortune tellers books, but unfortunately it was a 
Carthaginian priest in 210 AD named Tertullian.  If we look at the popula-
tion at that time in history (real history) we find that the world stood at 250 
million. Seems odd that today we stand at over 6.5 billion people and we 
still haven’t seen the “burdensome” humans swamp the planets capability.  

The reason for this is obvious if you simply look at the multifaceted na-
ture of man.  We can not be measured simply by our consumption. Our 
ingenuity and creativity has continually provided and developed new re-
sources, new ways to preserve the environment, as well as look beyond our 
own world.   If we regress to a point that these natural abilities are restrict-
ed or even forbidden to continue to flourish, as can clearly be seen by this 
“Borg” planet scenario called U.N. Agenda 21, then such a socialistic dream 
will be our reality. Just remember what Thomas Sowell said. “Socialism in 
general has a record of failure so blatant the only intellectuals could ignore 
or evade it.”  I would consider the individuals perpetrating this ruse on the 
American people as pseudo-intellectual and criminally political.

I think Fred Smith Jr. said it best when he forwarded this statement, “The 
threat posed by humans to the natural environment is nothing compared 
to the threat to humans posed by global environmental policy.”  This sim-
ply says it all for our fate if we don’t start to recognize the threat.

Don Bessler
Amherst


