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Safely Share the Road with School Buses

Schools

Classes Start 
September 4th
Registration is Ongoing

Register Today In-Person, 
by Phone or Online 

71 Route 101A, Amherst, NH
P: 554-8326  F: 554-8152
www.VouliDance.com

Training • Dance • Joy

Expendable Trust Funds AMS 
Roof Repairs

AMHERST - Back to School this 
year means working with a default 
budget for both the Amherst and 
Souhegan Cooperative School Dis-
tricts which have been designated 
academically by the state of New 
Hampshire as Districts In Need of 
Improvement (DINI).   

Clark-Wilkins School, Amherst 
Middle School and Souhegan High 
Schools will all be working on the 
2011-12 fiscal year budgets minus 
one-time expenditures and with 
the inclusion of contractual and ob-
ligated costs.

For the Amherst School Dis-
trict the default budget will be 
$24,245,571, which is $281,451 
more than FY2011-12.  

The SAU 39 business adminis-
trator, Elizabeth Shankel explained 
to the school board that $80,000 
would be deposited into the Ex-
pendable Trust Fund for capital fa-
cilities repair, maintenance and im-
provement as directed by the voters.  
These funds would be raised from 
the end of the year-unencumbered 
funds (surplus).  Ms. Shankel noted 
that $30,000 would be returned to 
the taxpayer.

Over the summer, repairs were 
made to the roof over the library at 
the Amherst Middle School, which 

had suffered damage after heavy 
spring rains.  Temporary repairs 
had been made to this roof five 
years ago and the warranty was no 
longer in effect.  The cost of the re-
pairs was $80,000 and the Capital 
Expendable Trust fund covered the 
cost.
Souhegan High School

The default budget ($18,378,827) 
that Souhegan is working with is 
$171,967 less than proposed.  The 
district is reported to have an end 
of the year surplus of $282,000.  Ms. 
Shankel explained to the school 
board that if the surplus were used 
to pre-buy items in the default bud-
get (2 copier replacements, laptops 
and new  wireless access point, 
$152,616) the FY 13 budget would 
then realize a surplus.  The FY 13 
budget shortfall would then be 
$19,351.

This is the first year that the 
math curriculum will be based on 
the program “Math in Focus.”  This 
new curriculum is based upon an 
internationally distinguished math 
program called Singapore Math.  
The system is significantly different 
than the way students have previ-
ously learned math.  Parents are en-
couraged to familiarize themselves 

Amy Conley Ukulele Classes 
MILFORD – Ukulele class-

es with Amy Conley will be-
gin the week of Sept. 17, after-
noons and evenings at Music 
Together of Milford, 102 Elm St.   
Three classes include  Adult/Teen 
Ukulele,  Uke ‘n Play for K’s,  and 
Ukulele Chorus for grades 1-8.   

Parents and caregivers must at-
tend children’s classes along with 
them.  Instruments and materi-
als are included in tuition.   
Free demo classes will be 
held Sept.  3 at 11-3 at the 
Community House Lawn 
in Milford after the Labor 
Day Parade (signup that 
day at the Ukulele Tent), 
Sept. 7 at 4:30 and Sept. 
10 at 6:30 for adults and 
teens,  Sept. 11 at 2:00 
(kindergartener w/adult) 
and 3:00 (elem. Ages w/
adult).  Call 249-9560 to sign 
up for a free demo, and visit www.
amyconleymusic.com for details.

Music Together classes for ages 
birth to five with their parents or 

caregivers also begin in Sep-
tember.   “The ages from birth 
to five are the best window of 
opportunity for a child to learn 

music skills that will affect brain 
growth in many areas that help 
overall learning later on and es-
pecially music learning as they 
get older.   The neural connec-
tions made at this stage of devel-
opment set the groundwork for 

further learning of patterns, 
language, spatial abilities, 
listening, problem-solving 
and many more functions 
which is why music com-
bined with movement is 

the ‘Supervitamin’ of ed-
ucation according to re-
searchers,” says Conley.   
This year she will be cel-
ebrating her 15th anni-

versary of Music Together 
of Milford which has grown 

to serve families in over twenty 
communities in southern NH.  Vis-
it her website to sign up for a free 
demo class.

Souhegan High School    
Robotics Team Call For Mentors 
for 2012/2013 Season

Commentary from Amherst School Board

Dear Pre-K through 8th Grade 
Parents & Guardians:

We hope you all enjoyed a fun and relaxing summer!  We also 
hope that you and your children are ready to step into a new school 
year with some exciting changes that will have a positive impact on 
our students, our educational staff and our facilities.

One of the biggest changes will be the implementation of our new 
math curriculum.  Over the past few years, many committed citi-
zens, teachers and administrators carefully evaluated several math 
programs that would allow us to implement a more rigorous, in-
tegrated math curriculum across all schools to improve student 
performance.  We are very excited to actualize some of the many 
positive results with the introduction of “Math in Focus”.  This new 
curriculum is based upon an internationally distinguished math 
program called Singapore Math.  We encourage you to become fa-
miliar with Math in Focus, as it is vastly different from how your 
children were taught in the past.  There are also many resources 
available to help everyone involved, as students will need the active 
support of both teachers and parents alike.  We are confident that 
with everyone’s commitment, Math in Focus will better prepare our 
students for future math success.

Another change is in revising how and when we evaluate our 
school employees.  The first such employee for whom a formal eval-
uation is being revised, is our superintendent. Given the pace of 
change in education, the need for educators and administrators to 
have meaningful and routine reviews will serve to grow and develop 
an already talented staff.  We believe our schools will continue to 
improve when dedicated employees have a means to receive appro-
priate feedback.  This year, we will begin that process with our su-
perintendent by revising the standards by which staff members are 
evaluated, and increasing the frequency in which they receive evalu-
ations.  Further discussion regarding evaluations will be forthcom-
ing in future communications.

Lastly, some of you may have noticed activity on the roof of Am-
herst Middle School during the month of August.  The library roof 
was in dire need of repair after heavy spring rains.  Thanks to voter 
foresight and generosity in continuing to fund the expendable trust, 
we were able to replace the library portion of the Amherst Middle 
School roof.  This is precisely the intent of these funds.  Although 
roof repair may not constitute a huge change this school year, it does 
underscore the need to be prepared to respond to similar emergency 
situations that may not be immediately noticeable to the citizens of 
Amherst.

Going forward, the Amherst School Board plans to communicate 
with voters, parents and staff on a monthly basis via similar com-
munications.  We will continue to dedicate ourselves to improving 
an already successful school system.  We look forward to your par-
ticipation in this process and greatly appreciate the efforts of the 
many parents who participated in our end of year survey. (Survey 
findings will be brought forward in our next letter.)  We encourage 
continued discussion with the voters through school boards meet-
ings, by participating at town deliberative sessions, or by reaching 
out to board members with questions and feedback.  We are not 
only seeking, but also welcoming you to actively participate in more 
firmly establishing a culture of excellence in our elementary and 
middle schools.

Thank you and have a great year!
Amherst School Board Members
Peg Bennett
Amy Facey
Lucienne Foulks
Jim Manning 
Paul Prescott

The Souhegan High School FIRST 
Robotics team is in urgent need of 
mentors with mechanical and soft-
ware engineering background for 
the 2012/2013 season.  The FIRST 
robotics program enables high 
school students to work hand-in-
hand with professional engineers & 
scientists in solving a unique engi-
neering challenge.    

The Souhegan High School 
FIRST Robotics team includes ap-
proximately 40 students and 10 
mentors.  The team begins meeting 
on Wednesday, October 3rd.   The 
robotics team meets one-two eve-
nings a week through December.  
We receive the FIRST game chal-
lenge the first week in January.  The 
team has six weeks to design, build, 
and test a competition robot meet-
ing three-four times each week.  
The team competes at the Gran-

ite State Regional in Manchester 
(March) & at least one out-of-town 
event (April).  

The mechanical team usually 
consists of 15 students and 5 men-
tors.  The team uses AutoDesk In-
ventor or Solidworks CAD tools 
to design and fabricate robot parts 
and assemblies.  The software team 
usually consists of 10 students and 5 
mentors with varying levels of pro-
gramming experience.  The team 
uses the Wind River workbench 
and C++ programming language 
running on National Instruments’ 
cRIO hardware platform.  

Interested individuals willing 
to support this noble activity are 
encouraged to contact Bill Price 
(billp@yankeepub.com or 673-
1355) or Brian Walters (bfwalters@
comcast.net or 424-8360) for more 
information.

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

New Technology Gives Students an 
Edge As They Go Back to School

As the summer comes to an 
end and students begin pre-
paring for the new school 

year, tech gadgets are one of the 
must-have items on any shopping 
list.

For students running from class-
to-class, high tech tools fit easily into 
a backpack or tote and make every-
thing from class activities to home-
work easier to manage. Where their 
parents’ generation relied on paper 
notebooks and folders, today’s stu-
dents need to keep pace with tech-
nological developments in the real 
world - and the classroom.

Ultrabooks, one of the newest 
options for students who want to 
tackle schoolwork in style, come in 
a variety of colors and several ultra-
thin, ultra-sleek designs. The devic-
es also offer five hours or more of 
battery life, allowing students to be 
untethered from a plug for extended 
periods without having to fight for 
spots next to an outlet at the library. 
With the addition of Intel Smart 
Connect Technology, students will 
always be in the know on the lat-
est news from their study groups, 
friends or family as emails and so-
cial networks are kept up-to-date by 
periodically syncing with informa-
tion stored on the Web.

So whether finalizing a paper, 
digging into research, connect-
ing to social networks or staying in 
touch with friends and family back 
home, it’s important that students 
are equipped with the technology 
to get it all accomplished. With the 
variety of Ultrabook systems avail-
able today, there is something out 
there for everyone. 

A few choices to consider are:
* Dell XPS 14

Staying connected with loved 
ones easy, using the Dell XPS 14 and 
Skype4 video conferencing. This 
Ultrabook device is one of the first 
laptops to be certified by Skype and 
offers pre-installed Skype software. 
Coupled with the Dell XPS 14’s HD 
Webcam, this Ultrabook device will 
help first-time college students fight 
off homesickness and keep families 
close, no matter how far away they 
live.
* HP ENVY

No more panicking about power 
cords left behind at home - the HP 
Envy 4 is incredibly compact and 
boasts up to eight hours of battery 
life. This device is perfect for heavy-
duty study sessions at the library, 
especially when all the desks near 
outlets are full.
* Samsung Series 

When taking a much needed 
study break, this computer offers 
students the ultimate entertainment 
experience. Students can watch 
movies, check out photos, listen to 
music or play games with lightning 
speed. And with Intel Wireless Dis-
play and a TV adapter, content can 
be easily streamed wirelessly from 
the device to a TV screen to share 
the experience with friends.

For more information about the 
technology that will make this 
school year easier and more fun, 
visit www.intel.com/ultrabook.

ARAContent

This years must-have product for back-to-school is the ultra-sleek and 
ultra-responsive Intel-inspired Ultrabook device that delivers powerful per-
formance in stylish designs.
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According to the American School Bus 
Council, school buses are designed to be 
safer than passenger vehicles in avoiding 
crashes and preventing injury. Today, as 
compared to years ago, school buses are 

built with safety in mind. In fact, a study by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation states that children are 
safer riding the bus to and from school than being driv-
en in a car by an adult. When you are sharing the road 
with school buses, follow these tips.
Yellow and Red Flashing Lights

School buses have yellow lights to warn drivers they 
will be making a stop and red flashing lights and an ex-
tendable stop sign to tell drivers to stop. Yellow does not 
mean go faster, it means slow down. Be aware of your 
surroundings and always come to a complete stop. Do 
not continue driving until the lights have turned off and 
the sign is pulled in.
Passing a School Bus

It is illegal to pass a school bus on the right side of 
the road because you cannot be aware of where the bus 
needs to stop to load or unload. Always wait for the 
bus to move to the right lane or stay a safe distance be-
hind it. Additionally, it is illegal in all 50 states to pass 
a school bus that is stopped to load or unload children. 
It is vital that you stop your vehicle at least 10 feet away 
from the school bus to allow for riders to enter and exit 
safely.
Railroad Crossings

In most states it is required that school buses stop at 
all railway crossings. Be alert when a crossing is ahead 
and a school bus nearby so that you can stop as well.
Divided Highways

You must always stop for flash-
ing red lights; however, most 
states do not require driv-
ers to stop when on the 
opposite side of a divided 
highway. Use extreme cau-
tion if you are in this situ-
ation as passengers may be 
trying to cross in that area, es-
pecially if there is a crosswalk.
Buses Need Turning Space

Just like trucks, buses have a wide turning radius. Re-
member to provide them with ample turning space so 

they can maneuver easily on the road.
Watch for Children Waiting for the Bus

As the driver, you are responsible for keeping an eye 
on the road and on children waiting for the bus. Come 
to a complete stop at all stop lights and stop signs, drive 
slowly near bus stops and watch for children crossing 
the road.
Slow Down

Use caution if you are driving in residential areas 
and school zones. Fines for speeding in an area can be 
hefty.
Allow for Extra Time During Your Commute

School bus drivers have to follow the same speed 
limit rules as every other driver; however, they make 
frequent stops which can delay traffic. Know the bus 
routes in your community and allow ample travel time 
when school is in session.

About the author: David Silvey is a Vice President at 
AlliedBarton Security Services, www.alliedbarton.com, 
the industry’s premier provider of highly trained secu-
rity personnel to many industries including higher ed-
ucation, commercial real estate, healthcare, residential 
communities, chemical/petrochemical, government, 
manufacturing and distribution, financial institutions 
and shopping centers.
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