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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
 Phone:  603-672-9444
 Fax:  603-672-8153
 Mail:  PO Box 291
  Amherst, NH 03031
 eMail:  
  News: news@amherstcitizen.com
  Ads: ads@amherstcitizen.com
 on the World Wide Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., September 25, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, September 19

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com

the Amherst Citizen
schedule of issues
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where the 
error occurs in the next issue. Photographs 
or artwork submitted become our property 
and will not be returned unless requested 
in advance. The Amherst Citizen reserves 
the right to reject and not to print any 
advertisement or article it believes to be 
offensive, defamatory or in otherwise bad 
taste, and not in keeping with the focus of 
this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be re-
produced by any means without the written 
permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
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Mary Salmon; Garden Club member,  Lindsay Moss, Alex Safarz, Aislinn 
Evans, Artimis Friel, Jeff Tuthill and Matt Segul

To the editor:
The Souhegan High School Community would like to thank the Am-

herst Garden Club for their continued support of and generous donation to 
the school’s gardens.  This past spring the Garden Club donated $500 to re-
fresh the front garden beds.  In collaboration with Souhegan’s Community 
Service office, students and garden club members worked together to reju-
venate these beds. Many thanks, as well, to landscape designer, Claudia Ev-
erest, who designed the beds and recommended the wonderful plantings.

Souhegan would also like to extend a special thank you to garden club 
member Mary Salmon, whose guidance and support were indispensible.   
Collaborating with landscape designer Claudia Everest on the plan, Mary 
ordered the plantings from the Amherst Garden Center and worked tire-
lessly to teach our students about gardening and to plant right alongside 
them.  Even the weather delays and false starts never held her back!

As Souhegan celebrates its 20th anniversary year, we want to thank all 
the members of the Amherst Garden Club – those who originally designed 
the beds in 1992 and all those who have helped reinvigorate the gardens 
again in 2012! For 20 years, the support and commitment of the Amherst 
Garden Club have helped to make our school gardens a reflection of our 
beautiful community. 

We invite all members of the Amherst and Mont Vernon communities 
to stop by and enjoy!

 
Sincerely,
 Maggie Paul
Souhegan High School
Community Service Coordinator  

Thanking Amherst Garden Club Voice for NH, Voice for Me
To the editor:

When I cast my ballot in November, I expect my candidate to remain a 
voice for NH. 

I have always been grateful and proud to call Charlie Bass my friend, 
good neighbor and congressman. Charlie understands the primary and 
limited purpose of government. He always conducts himself above the fray 
unlike many career politicians. 

Charlie holds town hall meetings across the second congressional dis-
trict, in addition to Tele-town halls with thousands of NH voices engaged 
in the conversations. Charlie’s Democrat opponent does not hold town hall 
meetings or open meetings but works for Democrats in Washington, ne-
glecting NH values. 

Charlie Bass and I share the same values since we met in 1992. Congress-
man Bass arranged for the U.S. Navy to provide my Dad his WWII medals, 
he nominated our son Craig to a U.S. military service Academy, and Char-
lie always makes time to hear and respond to my concerns about public 
policy and the strength and health of our nation. Charlie always asks about 
our son he nominated now serving as a U.S. Coast Guard officer. 

As a former Department of Interior career employee, nation-wide non-
profit public policy advocate, and senior account executive in business sales 
and marketing, I find Charlie Bass not only a good neighbor but among the 
best Congressman we could ever hope to have represent our NH values 
above the polarized fray too often seen in party politics. 

Sincerely, 
Barry Nilson, 
Amherst

Dokmo and Heaton Will Be on  
November Ballot
To the editor:

Thanks to the support of many Amherst voters, Bob Heaton and I will 
appear on the November ballot as Independent candidates for the office 
of State Representative. If you wondered why our names were not on the 
recent primary ballot, it is because there is no primary for Independent 
candidates.  However, in order to be placed on the general election ballot, 
we obtained almost twice the necessary signed nomination petitions from 
Amherst registered voters.  Those petitions were then certified by the Su-
pervisors of the Checklist and by the Secretary of State. 

Over the next two months, we will be out and about in the community 
to detail our commitment to make decisions that put the interests of Am-
herst citizens above those of ideology, partisan politics and special interests 
and to prevent Concord’s tax “cuts” from being passed down to your prop-
erty taxes.  In the meantime, if you would like more information about us 
and our reasons for running, please visit HYPERLINK “http://www.dok-
mo-heaton.com”www.dokmo-heaton.com or contact one of us directly by 
phone or by e-mail at HYPERLINK “mailto:cyndokmo@aol.com”cyndok-
mo@aol.com or HYPERLINK “mailto:RMheaton47@comcast.net”RMhea-
ton47@comcast.net.  Remember, independence matters.

Thanks.
Cynthia Dokmo
Amherst

Obama is Right for America
To the editor:

As we near and cross the 60 day window before the general election in 
November, we all have an important duty to perform as Americans in this 
country - the right and privilege to vote. And when you reach that poll-
ing booth (after having been forced to prove that you are indeed who you 
say you are, but that is another topic), the choice should be crystal clear - 
Barack Obama for President.

President Obama’s vision for our country moves us forward and creates 
an economy built to last.  Investments in education will provide a vehicle 
for young Americans to keep and maintain the edge the United States has 
in the technology sector.  Mitt Romney’s budget plan calls for cuts in fund-
ing for K-12 education and Pell Grants for college by 20 percent.  The Pres-
ident’s energy policy invests in renewable energy like wind power, while 
Romney’s plan only slashes funding for it and at the same time keeps bil-
lions in taxpayer subsidies for oil companies.

Obama’s strategy of rescuing the auto industry saved more than a million 
jobs up and down the auto industry, and today, Chrysler, GM and Ford have 
paid back all their loans, are experiencing record profits, and are exceed-
ing analyst’s expectations.  Romney’s “Let Detroit Go Bankrupt” (his Op-
Ed in the NY Times, look it up) approach would have devastated the entire 
American auto industry and led to scores of job losses in not just the auto 
industry itself but all related companies which serviced the auto industry.

America was losing nearly 800,000 jobs per month when Obama took the 
oath of office, but since then has presided over the addition of 4.5 million 
private sector jobs over the 29 months since his presidency began.  This is 
the trend America needs.

Lastly, there are those who say Obama is to blame for the over $5 tril-
lion increase in the national debt.  While the increase is true, to say that 
Obama is the reason is just plain false.  It is the combination of policies in-
herited from Bush’s 2 terms, and the refusal of the GOP majority to work 
with Obama during his term to enact the policies necessary to move our 
country forward.

Leave Romney to his millions.  Obama is the right choice for America.

Sincerely,
Shawn Bertrand
Mont Vernon

Billiard Tables
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on Sales/Specials for weekly specials, or Hours 
for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio 

Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

State of New Hampshire
Voter ID Law - Laws of 2012, Chapter 284

Explanatory Document
During the 2012 legislative session the legislature passed Senate Bill 289, also known as the “Voter ID” Law. The new law will phase-in 
a photo identification requirement over a period of time.

This explanatory document is required under the “Voter ID” law as part of the process of educating the public about the law’s require-
ments and application and outlines the law’s requirements for 2012.

What type of photo ID will I need in order to vote?

For any election before Sept. 1, 2013, you will be asked to provide one of the following: 
•  Driver’s license issued by any state (even if expired); 
•  ID card issued by NH DMV (Division of Motor Vehicles); 
•  U.S. Armed Services ID card; 
•  U.S. Passport (even if expired); 
•  Valid photo ID card issued by either the federal government or a state, county or municipal government; 
•  Valid student ID card 
•  Other photo ID deemed legitimate by the supervisors of the checklist, the moderator, or the clerk; or 
•  Verification of identity by a supervisor of the checklist, the moderator or the clerk.

What if I do not have an approved photo ID?

Before November 1, 2012, any voter who does not present an approved photo ID will be informed of the new law and permitted to 
vote.

Between November 1, 2012 and September 1, 2013, any voter who does not present an approved photo ID will be permitted to vote 
after executing a “challenged voter affidavit.”

A voter who does not have an approved photo ID may obtain a free photo ID for voting purposes only by presenting a voucher from 
their town/city clerk or the Secretary of State to any NH DMV office that issues identification.

Is there any post-election action required by me after I vote without an approved photo ID?

After November 1, 2012, if you filled out a “challenged voter affidavit” in order to vote on Election Day, you will receive a verification 
letter from the Secretary of State, requesting confirmation that you voted in the election. If you do not respond in writing to the Secretary 
of State within 30 days of the date it was mailed, the Attorney General will conduct an investigation to determine whether fraudulent 
voting occurred.

Where can I get more information? Your city or town clerk or the Secretary of State

SOS.NH.GOV    (603 271-3242


