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Town NewsEvents Calendar
Flea Market to Benefit Animal Rescue League

A Fall Flea Market to benefit the Animal Rescue League of NH will be hosted by, 
and on the lawn of Second Avenue Consignment Shop, 2 Paul’s Way on Saturday 
& Sunday,  September 15th & 16th.  Rain or shine from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m..  
Animals for adoption will be on site.  Last year it raised more than $1250 for the 
Bedford shelter.  For more information, or to reserve a table space please call the 
shop at 880-3323, or visit www.secondavenuenh.com.

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Photographers Forum Monthly Meeting
Photographers Forum camera club will resume its meetings on Monday, Sep-

tember 17 at 7:30 p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. We are an infor-
mal club offering educational programs for all ability levels and the opportunity to 
meet people of similar interests. The September meeting is a competition event. 
Categories for submission are Assigned: “Reflections” Challenge: “Smoke” and 
Open. We meet on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month. Be our guest for your 
first meeting. Dues are $30/year for individuals, $50 for dual families: $15 for full-
time students. For more information go to www.photographersforum.org and www.
facebook.com/photographersforumcameraclub 

Nashaway Chapter of the New Hampshire Audubon 
Society Upcoming Events

Annual Hawk Watch
The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon is going hawk watching! Join the group 

on Sunday, September 16, 2012  from 8am – 2pm as they travel to the Pack Mo-
nadnock Raptor Migration Observatory at Miller State Park in Peterborough, NH. 
Bring a chair, binoculars, lunch, and a drink/ the Northwest. Admission to Miller 
State Park is $4 for adults; $2 for children ages 6-11; children 5 and under and 
NH residents age 65 and over admitted free.  Meet the group in Nashua at the Exit 
7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind the Granite Inn, or at the destination. To register 
or for directions, contact Richard Bielawski 603-429-2537 or email to: bielawski@
mac.com 

For information about Miller State Park go to www.nhstateparks.com/miller.html.  
For information about the Observatory, go to www.nhaudubon.org/locations/rap-
tor-observatories

Understanding Bobcats in NH 
Have you ever spied bobcats in New Hampshire? Find out about the animal’s 

natural history in the Northeast and how NH Fish and Game uses the latest re-
search to manage them responsibly. 

This free program takes place on Wednesday, September 19 at 7pm and takes 
place in the downstairs theater room of the Nashua Public library. Presented in 
partnership with the Nashua Library, this free program is open to the public, but 
registration is required. To register, go to  www.tinyurl.com/npllectures

Monthly Meeting of Nashua GOP City Committee
The Nashua Republican City Committee monthly meeting will be held on Thurs-

day, September 13, at the Crowne Plaza in Nashua.  Doors open at 6:30pm and 
meeting starts at 7:00pm.  Special guest speaker is Corey Lewandowski, NH State 
Director for Americans for Prosperity.  Director Lewandoswki will discuss a variety 
of state legislative issues and upcoming activities including the AFP Foundation-NH 
legislative score card.  Additional speaker is Rep. David Bates of Windham, who 
is the Chairman, Election Law Committee.  Rep. Bates will give an overview of the 
new voter ID law.  The meeting is free.  Bring a friend and a neighbor.  For more in-
formation call Andrew Cernota at 886-6100 or visit www.nashuagop.org

Historic Amherst

Doctors’ Houses in the 19th Century
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Most of Amherst’s physicians have resided 
in the Village (town center). One early excep-
tion was Dr. Ebenezer Weston, Jr. (1731-1805), 
whose father Sr. in 1752 bought a 103-acre 
farm in the southeast part of town on Souhe-
gan River at 6 Thornton Ferry Rd2, which re-
mained in the family for several generations. 
Tons of his Weston’s Itch Ointment were 
manufactured and sold by Read & Spalding 
store in the Village – also by the newspaper 
printing office in 1811 and by Aaron Law-
rence’s store as late as 1837. 

The best-known physician of Amherst was 
Dr. Matthias Spalding (1769-1865), because 
on returning in 1802 from a visit to London 
to attend medical lectures, he brought back 
smallpox vaccine and helped introduce this 
important practice to this country. He prac-
ticed in Amherst from 1806 until debilitated 
by old age, and was instrumental in establish-
ing the Southern District N. H. Medical So-
ciety. He resided at 19 Main Street from 1809 
until his death, where he also was an enthusi-

astic gentleman farmer. He owed his longev-
ity to “a careful abstinence from all injurious 
indulgences.”
Solid Income

In 1866, Dr. G. W. Moor (who did not put 
up with delinquent payments by patients) had 
the 8th highest taxable income in Amherst 
and Dr. F. P. Fitch the 11th highest.
Office Hours

As Dr. Bartlett, whose home was at 15 
Church Street, was debilitated before his 
death late in 1878, and young Dr. C. M. Dodge, 
who had taken over Bartlett’s “riding practice” 
in March 1877, had been lured to Manchester 
in July 1878, Dr. Albert Currier Buswell (1853-
1916) moved to Amherst in Sept. 1878 to be-
gin his medical career as physician and sur-
geon by taking their place. He lived by grocer 
Wilson D. Forsaith (vicinity of Church Street 
and Old Jailhouse Road intersection) and kept 
office hours from 1 to 3, except Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. Of course, in those years doctors 
made house calls. During his two-year stay, 
Dr. Buswell wed at age 25 in Nashua in Jan. 
1879, celebrating afterward at Fay’s Hotel in 
Amherst, and his first child, a son, was born. 
He next went to New York for a year, then to 
Epping, N.H., where he remained in practice 
for the rest of his life.
Alternative Medicine

In August 1835, a Thomsonian physician 
named George E. Morrill established the Am-
herst Botanic Infirmary in the Hiram Leavitt 
House at 154 Amherst Street, where he treat-
ed patients with vapour baths (separate baths 
for men and women) and botanic medicines. 
He claimed to have had more than 300 pa-
tients there previous to 1836, coming from as 
far as 30 miles distant, some of them board-
ers. He soon opened a similar infirmary in 
Nashua and split his time between them. They 
had closed by 1837 or ‘38.

Miss S. D. Carman from Middletown and 
Denton, Orange county, New York was a trav-
eling practitioner of alternative medicine in 
the 1850s. In 1856 she took a room at C. C. 
Champney’s Hotel in Amherst (at 101 Boston 
Post Road in the Village) for one Saturday in 
August and for 3 days in November, offering 
“gratuitous advice to invalids.” She offered 
body braces (for which she received an en-
dorsement from the venerable Dr. Matthias 
Spalding of Amherst among others) and med-

icines that were “purely vegetable and perfect-
ly safe.” In Feb. 1858, she placed another ad-
vert in Amherst’s Farmers’ Cabinet, this one 
entitled “Cured Without Medicine” in which 
she called herself “the only Mechanical Pa-
thologist in Massachusetts.” She listed vari-
ous M.D.’s of N.Y. – and Hon. Horace Gree-
ley – as witnesses to the efficacy of her type 
of treatment. At her rooms in a Lowell hotel 
where she held office hours from 2 to 9 pm, 
Sundays excepted, she offered a diagnosis for 
50 cents or for free if the patient took treat-
ment. In June 1858 she opened an office in 
Linden Hall on Summer Street in Boston.

Scandal
Dr. Peyton Randolph Baker (1825-1873) 

practiced briefly in Amherst, for about a year 
1870/1, in an “office over Forsaith’s store, 
where he may be found at all hours of day 
or night, unless professionally engaged.”The 
1870 census shows P. R. Baker, aged 45, stay-
ing at the Amherst Hotel; and in January 1871 
the selectmen appointed him to the superin-
tending school committee. Six months after 
returning to Warren, Maine, where in 1864 

Much Has Happened in 20 Years from Opening a New High School to Welcoming a Community Newspaper
Twenty years ago, September 

1992 Amherst opened the doors of 
Souhegan High School, Wal-Mart 
was a new business in town, the  
Amherst Town Library was cele-
brating it’s centennial celebration 
and the premier issue of The Am-
herst Citizen was delivered to all the 
Amherst homes and businesses.

The Citizen had been in the con-
ceptual stage for over six months as 
we prepared to go head to head with 
an established regional newspaper 
with a long history. Amherst was 
full of excitement over its own high 
school, sports teams, business ven-
tures, a growing real estate market 
and a highly respected and award 
winning educational system in the 
state.  Amherst deserved a commu-
nity newspaper which reflected its 
accomplishments.

When questioned about what 
makes Amherst such a great place 
to live, there appears to be many 
reasons and organizations that 
standout but the primary factor is 
the remarkable people, your neigh-
bors, who want to make a small, 

historic, New Hamphire town their 
home.  The Amherst Citizen has en-
deavored to depict the efforts and 
accomplishments of its townspeo-
ple.  They define the everyday life 
in town.  Through their efforts they 
have enabled a quality education 
for the children K-12, champion-
ship sports teams,  a library which 
is the civic center of town, the first 
village district to be named to the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
a conservation commission always 
working to preserve and protect 
our semi-rural landscape, and local 
town wide celebrations (July 4th, 
Memorial Day, 250th Celebration, 
Tree Lighting).  The Historical So-
ciety of Amherst, the Historic Dis-
trict Commission and the Heritage 
Commission have elevated the role 
of historic stewardship and brought 
relevance and value to that position. 

In addition, all the civic groups, 
not-for-profits and charities do ex-
tensive work raising money and 
awareness for a great number of es-
teemed causes.  

September 1996
•	 “Antiques	on	the	Common”	

sponsored by the Milford/ 
Amherst	Chamber	of	Commerce	
started its long and profitable 
run in Amherst

•	 Later	it	would	become	“Antiques	
on	the	Green”	sponsored	by	the	
Historical Society of Amherst

•	 SHS	boys	and	girls	soccer	
teams were defending their 
Class	I	Championships	from	the	
previous year

•	 Souhegan	football	team		
continued its winning ways over 
Con-Val

•	 Back	to	school	with	increasing	
enrollments.

September 1997
•	 Growing	Pains	in	Amherst	–		

Ballot	Voting	(SB2)	considered
•	 Amherst	at	a	Crossroads,	voters	

asked	to	consider	Charter		

Commission
•	 Amherst	School	District	and	

Souhegan High Building 
Committee	evaluate	existing	
facilities	for	expansion	options.

September 1998
•	 Portables	solve	short	term		

overcrowding for schools
•	 Towers	and	local	land	use		

control go head to head
•	 Omnipoint	Communications	

made	request	to	erect	four	190	
foot	towers	in	Amherst	(one	in	
historic	district)

•	 Daytime	volunteers	needed	to	
staff	Rescue	Squad.

September	2000
•	 Selectmen	hire	new	town	

administrator,	Carl	Weber	and	
a	rescue	squad	director,	Brian	
Gleason

•	 Selectmen	approved	a	parking	

ban in the village to alleviate 
noise.

•	 The	SHS	Marching	Band	made	
their debut in the new black  
and white uniforms at Saber 
Stadium during the home  
opener	against	Pelham.

September	2001
•	 Amherst	School	District	Deficit	

Ballooning
•	 Deficit	up	$309,000.

September	2002
•	 Dedication	to	“Our	Daily		

Heroes”	–	September,	2002
•	 Amherst	elementary	and	middle	

school	students	donate	$500	to	
the	Police/Fire/Rescue	depart-
ments	for	safety	equipment

•	 Students	raised	over	$1,000	at	
bake and popcorn sales

•	 Remembrance	service	at	First	
Baptist	Church

•	 	Town	wide	property	values	
posted on the Web.

September	2005
•	 Amherst	prepares	for	2nd	an-

nual	Cider	Festival	at	Lindabury	
Orchard	on	Christian	Hill	Road

•	 	Interim	town	administrator	
named in Amherst.

•	 Katrina	relief	projects	organized	
in Amherst.

September	2010
•	 Three	day	event	honors		

Amherst’s	250th	Anniversary
•	 	Amherst	Mansions	Tour	to	

Benefit Historical Society r 
estoration of watering trough.

September	2011
•	 9/11	We	Remember
•	 Math	Initiative	Has	Highest	

Priority

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS:

For a Limited Time

$190030 Day 
Risk-Free Trial Only Next to the Amherst 

Post Office

Integrity is HER GYM - no men, no 
children, no housework – it’s clean, 
inviting, a peaceful retreat from a 
busy life. Convenient, available to 
members 24 hours a day. 
An atmosphere of support - 
all women all the time.

Join Now – You could win $2,000!

The Meeting Place / 199 Route 101 / Amherst • 769-3388 U-Pick
 Apples

Fresh Cider • Pickles • Jams • Honey
Homemade Pumpkin Bread

 U-Bake Apple Pies 

 Currier Orchards
 9 Peaslee Road • So. Merrimack
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Weekends & Holidays 9-6
Weekdays 10-5

“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert Bateman

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford  
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-8, Sat. 9-4
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Gift 
CertifiCates

always available

Autumn Art!
lot’s of Gift ideas, too!

Originals & Prints by over 
35 local artists plus we have 
sports, family, nature, and 
general themed art, as well 

as many unique gifts.
see our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.
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H
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big box stores can’t beat our prices, 
quality, variety, or personal service! 

Custom Framing – to Fit Your needs
From that special heirloom piece to cherished artwork and 
photographs, we capture it best. Ask about shadowboxes!

“Pumpkin Pickin’, Mt. Monadnock” by Joan Tierney

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

We are looking for a nursery “person” or two to join our growing business.  
If you have a knowledge of plants, if you thrive in a fast-paced environ-
ment and enjoy working hard in the outdoors, if it gives you pleasure to 

help people with their gardening needs and you can do all this with a smile 
and a great attitude, you should consider a career with Amherst Garden Cen-
ter.  Check out our website at  
www.amherstgardencenter.com  
and please apply in person at 
305 Route 101, Amherst, NH.  
Applicants must be able to  
lift 50 lbs.  EOE

EXPERIENCED 
Nursery Personnel 
and Landscapers

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   e m e R g e n C Y   g e n e R a t o R s    i n s t a l l e d   –   C a l l    F o R    d e t a i l s  •

Continued on page 6  u

Jonathan	Smith	Jr.	House	(c.	1790)	–	15	
Church	Street.	Dr.	George	W.	Moor	(1820-
1866)	owned	&	occupied	this	house	at	its	
prior	site	in	the	empty	space	west	of	the	Con-
gregational	Church,	from	1844	until	his	death.	
His little office building was wedged between 
the house and church. Although eccentric and 
rough	in	manner,	Dr.	Moor	was	skillful	and	
willing to travel far into the country to see pa-
tients,	so	his	practice	grew	large.	Dr.	Bradley	
H.	Bartlett	(1829-1878),	a	physician	and	sur-
geon,	became	owner-occupant	of	this	house	
at	its	present	location	in	May	1873.	He	arrived	
in	Amherst	in	Feb.	1872	and	opened	an	office	
over	W.D.	Forsaith’s	store,	but	was	stricken	
with paralysis in Oct. 1876 and needed help 
with his practice as his health declined.

9	Church	Street	(built	c.	1830	by/for	shoe-
maker	David	Russell).	Dr.	Isaac	Buckminster	
(1823-1859),	dentist,	owned	&	occupied	with	
wife	and	2	children	from	1852	to	1855.	Dr.	
James	B.	Pettengill	(1858-1911),	newlywed	
two	years	earlier,	rented	from	1884	to	1890,	
and had his first Amherst practice in the little 
office building that formerly stood between 
houses	at	9	and	7	Church	St.	Dr.	Frederick	
Chandler	(1852-1919),	physician,	owned	&	
occupied	with	wife	&	one	son	from	1891	to	
1914,	and	also	had	his	office	(now	gone)	next	
door east.


