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September is Library Card 
Sign Up Month!

What little card costs nothing at 
all and is at home in your pocket at 
ages 8, 18, and 80? A library card, of 
course! During the month of Septem-
ber, new patrons who register for a card 
at the Amherst Town Library will receive a 
free library book bag.

Getting a library card is easy. Anyone living, 
working or owning property in Amherst is eligible for 
a card. Residents and property owners should present a 
photo ID and printed verification of address when ap-
plying for a card. Employees working in Amherst should 
bring a letter verifying employment signed by their em-
ployer. Children under age 12 should come with a par-
ent. Non-residents attending Amherst schools are also 
eligible for a student card, valid year-round until grad-
uation.

For more information on how to sign up for a library 
card, visit the library, call 673-2288 or visit the library 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us/eligibility.htm

Remember, a library card is a card for a lifetime!

2012-2013 Session Calendar:

We run five 6-wk sessions during the school 
year  
Session 1     week of  Sept. 17 - Oct. 2
Session 2     week of  Nov. 5 - Dec. 14 
(no storytimes Nov. 22 and 23--Thanksgiving)
Session 3     week of  Jan. 7 - Feb. 15
Session 4     week of  Mar. 4 - April 12
Session 5    week of  April 29 - June 7

Baby Listeners/Lapsit Storytime     
Fridays at 10:30
(birth to 24 mos.)  Caregivers present

Our “baby” group meets on Friday mornings and of-
fers an opportunity for babies and their caregivers to 

gather for rhymes,songs and puppets. 
This 30-minute program emphasizes 
traditional rhymes that reinforce lan-
guage patterns and provide for par-
ent/child interaction.  A simple book 
or two intended for this age is gener-
ally highlighted.
Toddler Time   Tuesdays at 
10:00  
(2 and 3-yr.-olds)     Caregivers 
present

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year 
olds who are just beginning to discov-

er the joy of books and stories!  We mix 
it up with simple rhymes, songs, and 

puppets to appeal to a toddler’s attention 
span.  The Tuesday story time offers a variety 

of books, songs, finger plays and felt board activ-
ities for our young preschooler.   Two or three stories 
geared to the younger child will be presented, and ev-
ery 45-minute session concludes with a simple craft for 
child and caregiver to complete together.   Come and 
join us, we have lots of fun!
Book Bunch   Thursdays at 10:00am
(3- 6-yr.-olds) Thursdays at 1:00pm

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is designed for the lon-
ger attention span of the preschool-kindergarten set. 
These action-packed 40 minute programs include a 
wide variety of books, finger plays, and songs.  At the 
conclusion of each session, caretakers are invited to 
come in and assist their children with a simple craft. 
All groups meet once per week for six-week sessions 
which run from September until June. No registration 
is required.  For more information, please call 603-
673-2288 and ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  For up-
to-date information concerning library programs and 
events, please visit our website, www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and click on Calendar of Events.      

ATTENTION CRAFTY FAMILIES!
Make a milk-jug skeleton here at the library!Saturday, 

Sep. 29 at 10:00am
This is a PARENT-AND-CHILD-TOGETHER 

craft—all children must beaccompanied by an adult.
Please sign-up online at www.amherst.lib.nh.us Bring 
5 or 6 clean, dry, de-labeled milk jugs with you,all other 
supplies will be provided. 

It’s About Conservation

My Aching Back 
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

More and more I find myself willing to become a 
spectator conservationist, sitting and watching the 
goldfinches vie for space with the painted ladies on 
the zinnias and bugbanes while humming birds 
make forays into the air space above.  Less and 
less time is spent doing active work in the woods.  
However, today Bill and I, and Princess of course, 
walked a route for a proposed trail that will form a 
loop on Patch Hill with the new Wilkins and Old 
Skid Road Trails.  It will be a good route, making a 
one-hour walk from Lyndeborough Road in Am-
herst to Founders Way in Milford over Patch Hill 
and back.

Bill and I started enjoying the out-of-doors to-
gether back in the 70s when our sons were in Troop 
613.  Then in the 90s we were appointed to the Am-
herst Conservation Commission on which we still 
serve.  While OSAC, the Open Space Advisory 
Committee, lasted we worked on it along with sev-
eral years on the Amherst Land Trust Board.  In all 
these roles we have worked to see open space pro-
tected and make it possible for all ages to enjoy and 
understand the natural world we occupy.

There does come a time when the feet and the 
back begin to protest this active volunteerism.  Two 
problems arise: first, you hate to admit that it’s time 
to back off – even if it hurts when you don’t -- and 
second, people think the job is being done by oth-
ers and don’t need to raise their hands to help.

Trail upkeep just can’t be ignored with the ex-
pectation that these paths into our woods and 

fields will remain safe and 
friendly for everyone, es-
pecially young feet.  Solu-
tion?  Trail Stewards!

Trail stewards will be the primary care givers: 
enjoying a monthly physical check-up walk on 
their adopted trails, clearing minor fallen limbs 
and seasonal growth, maintaining trail markings, 
and reporting major concerns and opportunities 
for trail enhancements to the ACC Trails Manager.

ACC properties where trails will benefit from 
stewards’ attention include: Joe English Reserva-
tion East and West, Bicentennial Trail, Pond Parish 
Town forest, Grater Woods, Patch Hill, and Pulpit 
Brook and Joppa Hill Farm.  Standards for trail 
maintainers are available and, we who are stepping 
back will be around to guide and help plan major 
trail additions and improvements.

The ACC maintains 25 miles of trails on the 
2,000 open space acres it manages.  Additional 
trails for hiking and cross-country skiing are in the 
planning stages to meet the growing need for more 
local recreational opportunities.  When complet-
ed, these will add about three more miles to the 
popular ACC trail system.  Our trails need and de-
serve more care than two people are able to give 
anymore.  

HELP WANTED
Amherst Conservation Commission – An 
Equal-Opportunity Employer

Carolee Clarke Exhibits at Amherst Town Library
AMHERST – During the month 

of September, The Friends of the Li-
brary would like to welcome Carol-
ee Clarke who will be showing her 
diverse paintings and collages at 
the Amherst Town Library.  Carol-
ee has a studio at Riverview Mill in 
Wilton and is a resident of Amherst.  
She is a member of the Manchester 
Art Association, Keyes Art Group 
in Milford, and The Craftworkers’ 
Guild in Bedford, NH.  Carolee has 
participated and placed in a num-
ber of local juried shows over the 
last few years.

 Carolee Clarke began paint-
ing after her retirement and con-
siders it to be an evolving process.  

“All this madness started with wa-
tercolors; expanded with acrylics, 
and eventually encompassed col-
lage; although watercolors remain 
my first love.”  She uses her explo-
rations with media to have fun and 
to enhance her life with the joy that 
comes from being creative.  Carolee 
also hopes that her joy will spread 
to others though her paintings and 
teachings.

There will be an Artist Reception 
on Sunday, September 16th from 2 
to 4 in the afternoon.  Come  meet 
Carolee, see her beautiful paintings 
and collages, and enjoy a lovely af-
ternoon.  

“Passion Lillies” by Carolee Clarke

3rd Cider Fest Promises Family Fun
The 3rd Cider Fest – 2012 at the 

Lindabury Orchard at the top of 
Christian Hill will be held on Satur-
day, September 22 with a rain date 
of Sunday, September 23.

The Cider Fest will be hosted 
by The Friends of The Orchard to 
raise funds for the preservation and 
maintenance of the Lindabury Or-
chard.

Graham Hanky speaking on be-
half of the Friends of the Orchard 
at the Board of Selectmen’s meeting 
on August 28 said that  fund rais-
ing is what has been keeping the 
Orchard going and the profits from 
the Cider Fest were needed.  

The board unanimously support-
ed the event as long as the feedback 
on the insurance concerns is posi-
tive. 

The Lindabury Orchard Conser-
vation Land is 46.9 acres and in-
cludes both orchard and forest. It 
was purchased in October, 2003. 
“Friends of the Orchard” is a com-
munity group formed to manage 
the orchard on behalf of the town 
and the Amherst Conservation 
Commission (ACC).   “Friends” is a 
subcommittee of the ACC and re-
ports directly to the ACC. Neigh-
bors of the Orchard and Amherst 
citizens may join this group to help 
maintain and manage the orchard.

According to the ACC, the Lind-
abury Orchard falls away from 
Christian Hill Road at a gentle 
grade, transitioning from orchard 
to heavy forest near the bottom of 
the hill. A large stonewall marks the 
end of the orchard and the begin-

ning of the forest. There are parts 
of the orchard just a few hundred 
yards from Christian Hill Road that 
are as serene and scenic as any in 
southern New Hampshire. These 
areas are often used for passive rec-

reation by neighbors (everything 
from painting to snowshoeing). The 
wildlife is abundant with  turkey, 
some deer, and a fox or two are the 
most observable tenants in the or-
chard.
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603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

n Plantings
n Walkways
n Patios
n Water Features
n Walls
n Driveways and Aprons
n Low Voltage Landscape Lighting

amherst, nh | 603.801.4136 | srhlandscapedesign.com | residential | commercial

...cooler temps==time to plant
Fall is NATURE’S SEASON TO PLANT and to give your greenscape a great 
start before next Spring! Considering a yard and garden makeover?  Escape 
from the ordinary and let SRH Landscape Design, llc  of Amherst create the 
outdoor environment you’ve always wanted!  
 
If you can dream it... we can create it...

“Come Experience The Devine Difference... You’ll Be Floored!”
www.devineflooring.com

438 Gibbons Highway 
Route 101

W Wilton, NH 
654-5400

Tue-Fri: 10AM-6PM 
Sat: 10AM-4PM

CLOSED: 
Sundays & Mondays

Over 120 styles in stock at all times. Images are examples only.

Family fun includes pressing cidr the old way.


