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Souhegan Valley Chorus Seeking 
New Members

PMEC Programs
Under the Full Moon Hikes

Let us help you around the night sky. Join us for stories and a 
walk in the woods along easy paths that accommodate people of all 
ages. Bring a flashlight to help you navigate uneven terrain. Join us 
for one or more of these full moon hikes and discover how well you 
can actually see during a full moon.
10/29 - Harvest Moon 7:30-9:00pm

These programs require registration one week prior to the date of 
the hike.
Where: PMEC
Fee: $8 Amherst Resident, $10 Nonresident, $20 Amherst Resident 
family (3+ people), $25 Nonresident family

 Fishing Rentals
Rent a rod, reel and tackle for only $5. Fishing in our pond is 

catch & release. A license is required for 16 and over. Rent in per-
son during PMEC hours of operation.
When: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-1:00pm.  Fee: $5

Parkhurst Place Marks 
10th Anniversary

he had buried his wife of six years, Dr. Bak-
er achieved notoriety. In May 1873 he was shot 
to death in the bedchamber of Miss Lucy Ann 
Mink, 29.  It sounds like a case of fatal attrac-
tion. They had intimate relations, called a “crim-
inal connection” in those days, when she was his 
housekeeper after he was widowed until about 

1868 when he moved away, and she wanted him 
to marry her and had previously threatened him 
with murder if he took on another housekeeper. 
In her testimony, she even claimed to have met 
him at Boston several times and spent a week 
with him when he was at Amherst, N.H. Public 
sentiment turned in her favor – and the pistol 
was never found so she was acquitted. The news-
papers loved this juicy story, the Farmers’ Cabi-
net and New York Times among those that car-
ried lengthy articles, but it must have so rattled 
or disgusted the usually accurate historian Sec-
omb, that he got both the name (middle initial) 
and residency date wrong for this doc – he did 
not even hint at the murder (page 470).  (By the 
way, Miss Mink aka Mank fatally shot another 
man not long afterward, in Lowell in Sept. 1876 
for breaking off their engagement when he found 
out the fate of her previous lover. He lived just 
long enough to grab the pistol and give his side 
of the story – but the male jury seems to have 
bought her claim at trial that he was shot while 
preventing her suicide so instead of hanging, she 
was sentenced to nine years for manslaughter.) 

For her first trial, in October 1873, Miss 
Mink “was attired in a dress of small black and 
white plaid silk skirt, with black silk polonaise, 
trimmed with Malta lace, close at the throat with 
a blue tie and bow, trimmed with white lace; gold 
watch and chain, jet earrings and bracelets, black 
kid gloves, black velvet belt, felt hat of sage green 
trimmed with black and sage green ribbon, black 
plume, and black lace veil drawn over face.” 
Some Sources:

For Dr. Pettengill and Dr. Chandler, Sleeping 
Town Awakens (1983), p. 68, 73.

For Dr. Buswell, History of Rockingham Coun-
ty, N.H. (1915), p. 755.
Secomb’s History of Amherst, N.H., p. 469-470, 
169-170, 916-918.

See Walking Tours of Amherst Village (2010) 
for more on houses & physicians of 13 & 15 Car-
riage Road, 19 Main Street, and 154 Amherst 
Street; and p. 31 for site of Dr. Ambrose Seaton’s 
drug store where he gave inoculations 1828-’30. 

Rev. Seneca White House (built 1846 by/for 
Harrison Eaton, an iron founder) – 7 Carriage 
Road. Dr. James B. Pettengill (1858-1911) 
& wife Ada (1859-1933) bought the house 
in Oct. 1890 and remained till their deaths. 
“He closed-in the [west] end of the porch 
and divided the space into 2 rooms, one for 
consultations and the other for  examinations. 
Later he added a pharmacy, compounding 95% 
of the medicines he prescribed, at a cost of 50 
to 75 cents a prescription.”  Dr. Pettengill did 
not have a car; he preferred the horse – and 
owned two of them. Dr. & Mrs. P. raised 5 chil-
dren in Amherst, the 3 younger ones probably 
born in this house.

Doctors’ House – 13 Church Street. Three 
successive doctor’s practices were here: Dr. 
Amory Gale (1801-1873) from 1835 to ‘39; 
Dr. Francis P. Fitch (1806-1874) from 1839 to 
‘65; and Dr. Edward Aiken (1830-1890) from 
1865 to 1883. There was a separate door into 
the bump-out addition on left (west) side, said 
to have been doctor’s office. Dr. Fitch looked 
after sick and wounded N. H. soldiers in Wash-
ington, D.C. area hospitals during the Civil War. 
Dr. Aiken was also a professor at New England 
Female Medical College at Boston, which grad-
uated women doctors; the town’s telegraph & 
telephone operator; president of the Amherst 
Library Association; and an insurance agent.

u Doctors’ Houses in the 19th Century   continued from page 4

MILFORD – Souhegan Valley 
Chorus (SVC) invites interested 
singers in the area to join the cho-
rus for the start of its new season.  
The first two rehearsals of the sea-
son are open rehearsals where pro-
spective members can “test the wa-
ters.”  The first rehearsal will be on 
Tuesday, September 11 from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. in the Milford High 
School Music Room.  The second 
open rehearsal on September 18 
and subsequent rehearsals will be 
in the Music Room of the Milford 
Middle School.  

SVC is a community chorus with 
members throughout the Souhegan 
Valley and surrounding towns sing-
ing a repertoire that ranges from 
pops to light classical.  The chorus, 
now in its 33rd season, is known for 
its creative and entertaining con-
certs as well as the enjoyable and 
educational musical experience it 
provides for its members.  The cho-
rus presents concerts in December 

and May, performs mini-concerts 
at a Milford senior residence, and 
participates in various community 
events.  

Director, Jennifer K. Erdody, is 
choral director at Milford Senior 
High School, serves on the staff of 
the Souhegan Valley Boys and Girls 
Club School of Theatre Arts, and di-
rects the annual “Messiah” perfor-
mances in Mont Vernon.  

SVC is open without audition 
to anyone high school age or older 
who is interested in singing choral 
music.  Members bring a wide range 
of abilities and experience, so any-
one who loves to sing is invited to 
come give the chorus a try at one of 
the first two open rehearsals -- Sep-
tember 11th at Milford High School 
and September 18 at Milford Mid-
dle School.  

Visit the chorus website at www.
souheganvalleychorus.org or Face-
book for more information about 
joining.

AMHERST – Marge and Bill 
Theil and Denise Levesque were 
among the first residents to move 
into Amherst’s independent senior 
living community, Parkhurst Place 
on Veterans Rd.  Along with oth-
er residents who moved in during 
those first weeks in the fall of 2002, 
they will be attending the 10th An-
niversary Celebration on September 
16th.

Parkhurst Place is hosting an 
event for the residents, on Sunday, 
September 16th at 3:00 pm, invit-
ing local officials, service provid-
ers, former Parkhurst Place Board 
members (of the non-profit entity, 
Souhegan Valley Interfaith Hous-
ing Corp - SVIHC), and service or-
ganizations who have supported the 
growth of this active adult commu-
nity.  Anyone else wishing to attend, 
kindly RSVP to Lorraine Jost, 249-
1600 and leave a phone message.

There will be refreshments, tes-
timonials, and guests will be ener-
gized by the Souhegan High School 
Jazz Band’s music.  Some of us re-
member that the same High School 
band performed 10 years ago at the 
ribbon cutting, when Parkhurst 
Place officially opened its doors.  

On that crisp fall day, Paul Spiess, 
SVIHC President, acknowledged 
all those individuals and organiza-
tions who helped develop and build 
the community, including, How-
ard Parkhurst, who was recognized 
for the generous sale of his 10-acre 
farm to SVIHC.  

Over the past 10 years, Parkhurst 
Place has provided quality indepen-
dent living accommodations to the 
residents occupying the 42 one and 
two-bedroom apartments, man-
aged by Stewart Properties Man-
agement Inc., Bedford, NH.  In addi-
tion, Parkhurst Place has provided a 
wide range of wellness classes, cul-
tural and educational programs, 
van trips, social events and a variety 
of senior programs and services for 
both residents and area seniors.

Thank you to all those individu-
als and organizations that have con-
tributed to the success of Parkhurst 
Place.  By doing so, you honor the 
dignity of our older citizens.

Parkhurst Place
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 

03031, (603-249-1600)
A Development of The Souhegan 

Valley Housing Corporation

Not Just For Newcomers
 AMHERST – The annual “Wel-

come Social” of the Amherst Area 
Newcomers group will be held on 
Thursday, Sept. 13th from 7:00 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Amherst Cham-
ber of Commerce building located 
at 69 Route 101A, Amherst.   The 
event will be the start of another 
year for the long time group.    The 
event is free to any woman of Am-
herst and surrounding towns who 
would like to get to know their 
neighbors, share information, so-
cialize,  sit back,  laugh and relax.   
The Newcomers’ main purpose 
is social relaxation and growing 
friendships.  They do not fundraise,  
sell anything, or talk politics. They 
do share information about our 
towns, so if you are new to the 
area it is just for you!   If you  have 
been around for a while and yearn 
to  learn something new it is also 
for you!   There are married, single, 

not  so single, with children, with-
out, just entering the workforce, 
and near retirement aged women in 
the group who just want to get out 
to meet people.  

  Once a month the group 
holds  social  gatherings.   Some  are 
themed gatherings, some are “how 
to’s” with speakers.   There are also 
smaller sub-groups.   Join in any 
group that interests you every time 
they meet, or when  your sched-
ule allows, or none at all.  The cur-
rent  interest groups are Walking 
group, Book group, Out to Lunch, 
Bunco (easy game night), Knitting 
Group, Crafts group, and Charity 
group. 

 They also host an annual “Break-
fast  With Santa” morning in  early 
December.  The event is open to all 
children in the community.  Partici-
pation is optional for members.

When it comes to meeting your financial goals, you really 
only need to see one person. At Edward Jones, we strive  
to meet all your financial services needs while providing 
exceptional personalized service. 

Because we serve individual investors and business 
owners, all of our energy and resources are dedicated to 
helping you reach your long-term financial goals. That’s 
why we live and work in your community. We meet with 
you face to face to discuss the key steps to creating your 
financial strategy. 

You talk, we listen, and we get to know you.

Why go anyWhere else?

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.
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Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Estate Planning*

Online Account Access

Equities

Mutual Funds

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

Trent Blalock
Financial Advisor
.

64 South St Suite 1
Milford, NH 03055
603-672-5819

For more information or to schedule a complimentary financial
review, call or stop by the Edward Jones location nearest you.

Back to School - Back to Work
Don’t let your pet stay home alone! 

Offering “Play All Day Doggie Care”! Just $15/day 
Dropoff 7am, Pickup by 6pm Call for details:

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032 Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

No Fumbles!
Don’t hurt yourself! Let an expert 
handle your pesky projects so you 

can take in a little football!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000

and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

Federally insured by the NCUA.

    (Rt. 101 across  
        from Safety  
            Complex) 

Now Open
    Bedfordin  

A rewards Checking Account  with all the EXTRAS!

The Bellwether rewards you’ll love to spend.

Extra free time, family time, fun time. 

Making your financial life easier is what Bellwether is all about. That’s why Loyalty Rewards 
Checking gives you lots of extras–free features, access and services. Check it out. It all  
adds up to less time banking and more time for living! 

• 28,000+ free ATMs through CO-OP Network for 24/7 access to funds  

• 6,700 Service Center branches for personal attention across the country 

• Free Mobile24 for easy smartphone banking at your fingertips

• Free Web24 for online banking, including Bill Pay, whenever you need it 

• Free CheckDeposit24, remotely deposit checks from anywhere

Bellwether Community Credit Union, Where Easy Adds Up.

Call 1.866.996.9828  
or open your account today at BCCU.org.

Amherst Woman Awarded Public 
Relations Accreditation

NH Comprehensive Cancer Collaboration 
Names Christine Howard to Board of Directors

CONCORD – The New Hamp-
shire Comprehensive Cancer Col-
laboration (NH CCC) has elected 
Christine Howard of Amherst to its 
Board of Directors.

The NH CCC developed the 
state’s Cancer Control Plan and 
works with hundreds of individuals 
and organizations to eliminate can-
cer in New Hampshire.

“We are pleased to welcome 
Christine to our board,” said NH 
CCC Chair Nancy Kane. “She 
brings a unique experience and tre-

mendous dedication to addressing 
cancer, and she will be a great addi-
tion to our team as we work togeth-
er to reduce the burden of cancer in 
New Hampshire.”

Howard, MSW, LICSW, is the 
Oncology Resource Coordinator at 
Elliot Regional Cancer Center.  She 
previously served on the Board of 
Directors for the NH Hospice and 
Palliative Care Organization and is 
a member of the NH CCC’s Pallia-
tion and Treatment and Survivor-
ship workgroups.

Mary Ellen Hettinger of Amherst 
has been awarded Accreditation in 
Public Relations (APR) certification 
from the Public Relations  Society 
of America. Hettinger is communi-
cations manager with Girls Scouts 
of the Green and White Mountains 
in Bedford. The APR is a mark of 
distinction for public relations pro-
fessionals, demonstrating a com-
mitment to ethical practice, knowl-
edge, strategic perspective and 
sound professional judgment. 

“Accreditation increases the lev-
el of professionalism and  exper-
tise public relations practitioners 
contribute to the organizations 
they work with,” said Robert Lind-
quist, APR, co-chair of the Yankee 
Chapter’s professional accreditation 
committee. “Our chapter has al-

ways prided itself on the number of 
members who have earned accred-
itation and we are pleased to  wel-
come Mary Ellen to our ranks.”

Mary Ellen Hettinger

Clubs, Civic Organizations, Non-Profits please submit your 
publicity to The Amherst Citizen: news@amherstcitizen.com


