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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
 Phone:  603-672-9444
 Fax:  603-672-8153
 Mail:  PO Box 291
  Amherst, NH 03031
 eMail:  
  News: news@amherstcitizen.com
  Ads: ads@amherstcitizen.com
 on the World Wide Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., October 9, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, October 3

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where the 
error occurs in the next issue. Photographs 
or artwork submitted become our property 
and will not be returned unless requested 
in advance. The Amherst Citizen reserves 
the right to reject and not to print any 
advertisement or article it believes to be 
offensive, defamatory or in otherwise bad 
taste, and not in keeping with the focus of 
this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be re-
produced by any means without the written 
permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Am I the Only One??????
To the editor:

Am I the only one, or are others as tired of loud motorcycles as I am? 
I’m not talking about the quiet, non-intrusive Honda, Yamaha and BMW 
cruisers; I’m referring to Harley’s with altered or aftermarket exhaust sys-
tems. Those that roar past and sound like an old F4 Phantom in afterburn-
er. It’s only compounded when a group of 20 or 30 or more reverberate past 
on a “poker run” early on a Saturday or Sunday morning with their radios 
blaring, leaving behind a wake of noise.

Frankly, I’m less bothered by the noise than I am by the lack of consider-
ation for others. What’s a racket to me is music to them, I understand, but 
they have to know that most of us, who own the homes they pass, particu-
larly at 10 p.m or midnight or 6 a.m don’t find their tuned exhaust amusing. 
Particularly when we can hear them two miles before they arrive and for 
two miles after they pass. On the other hand, those who pass by at a slow 
speed (and many do this) purposefully to avoid infringing upon other citi-
zens have my admiration. They’re thoughtful and it’s appreciated.

Amherst Village is similar to your neighborhood except that it’s much 
more densely populated. We don’t have an acre or two between homes and 
it’s full of kids chasing footballs, baseballs, soccer balls and Frisbees; rid-
ing bikes and scooters and full of people walking, jogging and enjoying the 
architecture of an earlier period. It’s home to two elementary schools, two 
churches, one kindergarten, the town library, the town hall, the town com-
mon, Moulton’s Market, one very active Professional Building and numer-
ous town events.  It’s a very busy place with a posted speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour and many stop signs, designed to control the speed of traffic. I 
mention this because nearly no one pays attention to the speed limit and 
few motorists appear to recognize the familiar shape and bright color of a 
stop sign.

Already this summer, I’ve heard two cars come to a screeching stop, 
brakes locked, as they maneuvered to avoid kids crossing Boston Post Road. 
In one case the young driver was still talking on his cell phone as the kids 
scrambled for safety. I’ve seen several stop sign incidents where one vehicle 
simply assumes the sign couldn’t possibly be for him and fails to stop forc-
ing other vehicles to compensate. 

One young mother on a particular side street, a street that you wouldn’t 
imagine anyone could possibly gain speed on, has become so concerned, 
she and a neighbor constructed their own “go slow, children” sign.  As this 
young mother said to me, “I’d love to see more police presence in our down-
town.” Although I know our police are very busy, I couldn’t agree more. 

On 22 Feb 2012 House Bill 1442 passed (261-80) restricting motorcy-
cles to 92 decibels while idling. Residents of NH coastal towns fed up with 
intrusive and excessive motorcycle noise, joined by concerned motorcycle 
dealers brought about this legislation. It was a cooperative effort. The Bill 
now goes to the Governor who is expected to sign it, making it law by 1 Jan 
2013. The law was crafted after similar legislation in Maine that is current-
ly in effect.

Apparently I’m not alone after all.

Thank-you,
Rand Peck
Amherst

Court Reform
 To the editor:

 As chair of the House Judiciary Committee and in a leadership position 
I was able to craft and promote the passage of two major court reform laws 
this term. These two laws will greatly benefit the citizens of New Hamp-
shire.

The first court reform law is the new Circuit Court. Prior to this new 
court being established, if you had a family matter, (divorce, custody, sup-
port) you traveled to one courthouse; if the subject was probate you trav-
eled to a different courthouse, and if the subject was small claims, motor 
vehicle, juvenile you traveled to a third courthouse. Now, with the new Cir-
cuit Court, all three courts, Probate, District and Family have been con-
solidated into one court. Once judges are trained in new legal subjects, the 
local courthouse will be the one location for a wide variety of matters. This 
new Circuit Court will save the citizens travel time by providing greater 
utilization of the community courthouses.

The second court reform is the Early Offer Law. This gives the citizens 
a new method to quickly resolve their medical malpractice claims. Up to 
now injured individuals with claims under $250,00 in value have been un-
able to have their case accepted by law firms. These injured citizens were 
either not compensated or were left to the determination of the insurance 
companies. Now, with this new Early Offer law, claims can be processed 
with or without an attorney, and quickly. The Early Offer Law is a voluntary 
program that an injured party can or can not utilize. Even if this process is 
used or not the injured party can still bring suit.

Both of these major court reform laws will benefit us all.

Rep. Robert Rowe, Chair
House Judiciary Committee

Thanks to United Way of Greater 
Nashua Day of Caring Volunteers
To the editor:

Regional Services and Education Center (RSEC) in Amherst and the pro-
grams of Sunrise Children’s Center, The Summit School, and The RSEC 
Academy would like to publicly thank the United Way of Greater Nashua 
Day of Caring volunteers for providing much needed maintenance, clean-
ing, and carpentry skills at our Amherst facilities.  Volunteers Alison El-
liott, Southern NH Medical Center, John Locher, Saint-Gobain Crystals, 
John Salome, BAE Systems, Dawna Schleifer, St. Joseph Hospital, Chris 
Webber, City of Nashua, Tammy Kost, TD Bank, and Betsy Packard, Kim 
Enwright, Rachel Mason, Linda Pushee, Ingrid Rahaim, PSNH, graciously 
donated their expertise, muscle, perseverance, and patience.  Their gener-
ous efforts included much needed grounds work to improve and beautify 
the play space and entrance to the buildings at Sunrise Children’s Center 
and RSEC, and school van cleaning at The Summit School, and building 
and repair of picnic tables and benches at The RSEC Academy.  Also, many 
thanks go out to the staff at the RSEC programs who provided food and 
supplies to make the event possible.  The services provided by the volun-
teers was truly appreciated and made an extremely positive difference to 
our community!

Regional Services and Education Center, Inc. (RSEC) is a nonprofit (501(c)
(3) entity created to provide school districts and families in Southern New 
Hampshire with a variety of high quality educational and special needs fo-
cused programs and services.  For more information about RSEC and its 
affiliate programs, contact Judy Koch, Executive Director at (603) 886-8500 
or visit the web site at www.rsec.org.

Judy Koch
Executive Director, RSEC
Amherst

President Obama’s Inequality
To the editor:

My husband and I clean houses for a living and we have carefully saved 
for our retirement over many years.  Unfortunately, thousands of dollars of 
AAA rated General Motors bonds that we bought in 2000 are worthless.  
And we bought them because we didn’t like the risk of stocks! That’s why 
I’m so tired of hearing how President Obama cares about the middle class 
and so he saved GM.  The President didn’t save GM, WE, the taxpayers, did 
- by his decree.  Obama used our tax money to save union jobs partially to 
pay back union bosses who financed his campaign and in order to buy the 
votes of the UAW.

In the meantime, GM bondholders, like me and many other retirees and 
pensioners, lost all the principal in our bonds, contrary to the contractual 
promises made to bondholders.  Obama said in his convention acceptance 
speech that in America “everyone gets a fair shot and everyone plays by 
the same rules”. But he changed the rules for bondholders in the middle of 
the game!  We ended up with GM stock worth about thirty cents for every 
dollar we invested in bonds. General Motors was bailed out to the tune of 
around $50 billion tax dollars and we may never get all that money back. 
Also, GM paid nothing in taxes for 2011 and even got millions back from 
the IRS in a sweetheart deal from the government that will last for years. 
Talk about subsidizing big corporations!  The President should not be pick-
ing winners ( GM and the UAW) and losers ( GM bondholders and retir-
ees).   President Obama’s move was bad for taxpayers and bondholders in 
this country and left us with less retirement savings and even more nation-
al debt.

Sincerely,
Margaret Waterman
Amherst 

Thank You For Your Support
To the editor:

I would like to extend my thanks and appreciation to all who voted for me 
on Tuesday, September 11 in the New Hampshire Primary for my bid as an 
Amherst State Representative.  Although unsuccessful, I was overwhelmed 
by the encouragement and kind words by those of you who stopped by in 
support of my campaign. I congratulate Robert Rowe, Stephen Stepanek 
and Peter Hansen on their win and wish them well in the general election 
in November.  My plan is to continue to stay active in the town of Amherst 
and the state of New Hampshire and perhaps run for State Representative 
in the future.  

With gratitude 
Reed Panasiti
Amherst

Thank You
To the editor:

I want to thank all of the voters in Hillsborough County who partici-
pated in the Primary election on September 11, 2012 and supported my 
candidacy for Hillsborough County Register of Deed.  I will continue my 
efforts to improve the efficiency and reduce taxpayer costs at the Registry 
of Deeds.  Also, the Registry staff and I are available to assist you and to 
answer questions.  We also have a website at www.nhdeeds.com and I en-
courage you to take the time and view our web site.

 
Pamela D. Coughlin
Hillsborough County Register of Deeds

 

Working from the Center
To the editor:

I write today to announce my candidacy for State Representative. I am 
seeking a seat in a newly created district (Hillsborough District 41) that 
covers the towns of Bedford and Amherst. I believe I am uniquely qualified 
to serve in this seat.  I am common-sense fiscal conservative who can both 
balance budgets without new taxes AND maintain state government ser-
vices that contribute to economic growth and our quality of life.

Since 1985, I have led the property tax function for Public Service of New 
Hampshire, a subsidiary of Northeast Utilities (NU).  In this role I have be-
come an expert on New Hampshire’s property tax. I was appointed by both 
Republican and Democratic governors to serve on the New Hampshire As-
sessing Standards Board, where I worked to improve NH tax policy and 
was the lead author of the state’s property tax policy manual.  My expertise 
in this area led me to an appointment on Governor Lynch’s transition team, 
where I completed a zero-based budget analysis on the NH Departments of 
Education, along with several other state agencies.

My main promise is that I will meet regularly with my constituents, mak-
ing myself available with “office hours” at the local libraries.  I will report 
regularly to town counsel members, selectmen and school boards. Repre-
sentation is the starting point.  Beyond that I have knowledge and skill that 
is needed in state government.  I have a history of working “across the aisle” 
and a history of doing the hard work needed to support our communities. 

More information about my candidacy is available at www.lengerzon-
fornh.com.  It would be an honor and a privilege to serve you, and I ask for 
your vote on November 6th.

Len Gerzon
Amherst

Obama Will Improve Our Lives
To the editor:

 You have a choice in November. You can pick Romney, the rich guy who 
will never understand the plight of the average American, who wants the 
rich to pay less and the rest of us more, who has done nothing to convince 
us that he supports women’s issues, who wants to foment war, and who 
changes his mind so often that he’s been compared to an Etch-a-Sketch. Or 
you can pick President Obama who has a track record of being steady as a 
rock and cares deeply for all Americans.

During his presidency, he succeeded in avoiding a Depression and has 
made every effort to shore up our economic infrastructure by creating jobs 
and cutting taxes to small businesses 18 times. While tackling the econo-
my, he also took on the issues of affordable health care, women’s rights, gay 
marriage rights, student loans, and improving our system of education, to 
name a few. Just imagine how much progress could have been made had his 
proposals not been blocked by obstructionist Republicans and Blue Dog 
Democrats.

 In light of recent increased volatility in the Middle East, it’s also import-
ant to remember that Obama’s foreign policy skills have been tested and 
proven impeccable --- ending the very expensive war in Iraq and eliminat-
ing Osama Bin Laden as well as successfully negotiating with heads of gov-
ernments throughout the world. I sleep much better knowing we’ve got the 
cool head of Barack Obama in the White House.

 President Obama cannot do this alone. We can help him succeed in his 
second term by electing other Democrats to Congress who can help him 
get legislation passed that will improve our lives. Barack Obama is the clear 
choice to keep us moving forward and keep us safe.  

 
Sincerely,
 Jeanne Ludt
Amherst

What Obamacare Means to Me
To the editor:

When my husband and I became self-employed in the late 1990s, we had 
to decide what to do about health insurance.  Since our family is healthy, 
our primary criterion was ensuring we wouldn’t lose everything in the 
event of catastrophic illness. We chose a Health Savings Account (HSA) 
compatible high-deductible policy.

At first affordable, we watched the premium skyrocket each year.   At one 
point we were paying over $1200 per month for a $10,000 deductible poli-
cy.  Yes, you’re reading this correctly – a healthy family paying over $1200 
per month for peace of mind, and the small tax savings the HSA afforded.  

Since 1998 we have shouldered the entire cost for all our medical ser-
vices.  And the prices have increased dramatically. When my husband 
broke his finger playing baseball in 2007, the fee was nearly $3,000. What 
might it be now?

After the Affordable Care Act – or what I affectionately term Obamacare 
– was enacted, things began to change for the better. The $1 million life-
time cap on each of us has been lifted.  This is a relief, for you can imagine 
how fast one could go through $1 million in the event of catastrophic ill-
ness. My 23 year old son will now be able to stay on our policy until he’s 27.  
Good news again. 

Best of all, because of Obamacare, all preventive services are covered.  
Now if we go to the doctor for a physical, the insurance company will pay, 
even if we haven’t met our $10,000 deductible.  Wow!  Finally, after 14 years 
we’re actually receiving some real benefits.  And, as more of the provisions 
are enacted, I trust our premiums will also become more affordable.

To my fellow liberals who wanted Medicare for all and are disappointed 
with Obamacare, I say it’s a step in the right direction.  To my friends on 
the right who think Obamacare is socialism, I say it is anything but.  Origi-
nally a Republican idea, it represents compromise.  And compromise is the 
engine that drives our democracy.

Our health care system was spiraling out of control. After years of kicking 
the can down the road, President Obama decided to do something about it. 
In the wake of extreme criticism from both sides, he showed extraordinary 
courage by following through on his universal health care promise.  For 
this reason, and many more, he deserves another term.

Susan Fischer
Amherst


