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AMHERST - The Amherst Town 
Library presents a Halloween Spe-
cial program for adults, “The Vam-
pire in Literature and Film: A Very 
Strange Love Story,” on Tuesday, 
October 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room.  Pre-
senter Sue Weaver Schopf is Associ-
ate Dean and Director of the Master 
of Liberal Arts Program, Research 
Advisor in the Humanities, and 
Lecturer at the Harvard Extension 
School.  In 2010, she created a new 
course, “The Vampire in Literature 
and Film,” which became the largest 
humanities course ever offered at 
the Harvard Extension School and 
drew a world-wide audience.   The 
course garnered a great deal of un-
expected attention.   She was asked 
to write an article for the Times of 
London, was interviewed by the 
Boston Globe, the Chicago Tribune, 
MTV.com, and many other publica-
tions; and, she appeared on several 
NPR programs.  Everyone asked the 
same question: why vampires and 
why so many of them now?  We are 
delighted to have her come to the 
Amherst Town Library!

The vampire is everywhere in 
popular culture today—in novels 
such as the Anita Blake and Sookie 
Stackhouse series; young adult liter-
ature like The Twilight Saga; televi-
sion series such as Buffy the Vam-
pire Slayer, True Blood, Ultraviolet, 
and, The Vampire Diaries; as well as 
short fiction, comic books, graph-
ic novels and films.   Although this 
mythic creature has occurred in 
diverse mythologies for thousands 
of years, and occupied the literary 
imagination of authors and audienc-
es for over two hundred, at no other 
time has it been represented in such 
an intriguing variety of ways.  In ad-
dition to their expected place in the 
horror genre, vampire stories have 
been used as a “code” to address a 
host of provocative topics, ranging 
from sexuality, death, disease, and 
gender, to addiction, adolescence, 
immigration, and religious doubt.   
Most surprising, the vampire has 
morphed from a terrifying figure of 
pure evil to a handsome, self-hating 
outsider who only seeks communi-
ty with humans.  What do we make 
of this global phenomenon? How 
can we account for the popularity, 
adaptability, and unique appeal of 
the vampire figure? With what fears 
and fantasies in the human psyche 
does it connect? This lecture will 
explore the evolution of the myth—
including its anthropological, his-

torical, and psychological origins—
in an attempt to answer all these 
intriguing questions.

After completing the PhD in En-
glish at Vanderbilt University, Dr. 
Schopf came to Harvard in 1980 
as an Andrew W. Mellon Facul-
ty Fellow in the Humanities in the 
Department of English where she 
taught for several years before join-
ing the administrative and teaching 
staff of Harvard’s Division of Con-
tinuing Education.   She teaches a 
range of courses including English 
Romantic Poetry, Victorian Poet-
ry and Nonfictional Prose, Modern 
Poetry, Literary Criticism and Theo-
ry, Masterpieces of Western Drama, 
Milton and Paradise Lost, Irish Lit-
erature, and Orientalism and Helle-
nism in 19th-Century British Liter-
ature and Visual Culture.   She has 
received post-doctoral fellowships 
from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and is the winner of 
the Petra T. Shattuck Excellence in 
Teaching Prize.   As faculty lectur-
er on more than 30 Harvard Alum-
ni Association travel-study pro-
grams, she has spoken on a variety 
of literary and art-historical topics 
throughout England, Europe, Ire-
land, Turkey, Greece, Croatia, and 
Egypt.  She has published scholarly 
articles on various nineteenth cen-
tury literary topics and is a former 
trustee of the Salem Athenaeum, 
which she currently serves as co-
chair of its education committee.

Presentations at the Library are 
free and open to the public.   How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
our adult programs due to space 
limitations. You can register for one 
or all of the It’s All About Time se-
ries programs for adults by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

2012-2013 Session   
Calendar:

We run five 6-wk sessions during 
the school year:  
Session 1 week of  Sept. 17 - Oct. 2
Session 2 week of  Nov. 5 - Dec. 14 
(no storytimes Nov. 22 and 23--Thanks-
giving)
Session 3 week of  Jan. 7 - Feb. 15
Session 4 week of  Mar. 4 - April 12
Session 5 week of  April 29 - June 7

Storytimes
All of our traditional Storytimes are drop in, we love 

to see you when you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from birth to 24 
mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  This session 
meets: Sep. 21, 28,  Oct. 5 and 12, 19, and 26.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meet Tuesdays at 10:00.  This session 
meets: Sep. 18, 25, Oct. 2, 9, 16 and 23. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on 
Thursday mornings at 10:00am and 
Thursday afternoons at 1:00pm. This 
session meets: Sep. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, 18 
and 25. 
Book Clubs
We have book clubs for all ages—

Jr. Bookclub (for kids in grades 
2-4 and parents) meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm.  
For our meeting on October 10th, club 
members are bringing in a book that 
they read and enjoyed over the summer.  
We’ll chat about our books, snack a bit, 
and do a book-related activity.  Then 
Miss Sarah will introduce the book 
we’ll all be reading for our November 

meeting. Come in and talk to Miss Sarah 
if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s 
Club (for 5th and 6th graders) gets 
together on the first Wednesday of 
each month (Oct. 3) at 6:30 to review 
the newest fiction titles that we’ve 
all been reading—then Miss Sarah 
passes these ratings on to the Great 
Stone Face Committee at the state 
level.  We’re an opinionated group 
that loves to read---and loves to talk 

about what we’re reading! If you’d like 
to join us, come in and talk to Miss 

Sarah.
The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club 

(for 7th and 8th graders) gather on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month (Oct. 24) to share 

opinions about the newest YA fiction titles we’re 
reading.  We also snack a bit, plan special events, and 
even do a library chore now and then.  If you love to 
read, and love to talk about what you’re reading, come 
and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested.
Paws for Reading---Anna and Leo return!!

Anna and Leo, our reading therapy dogs, and their 
handler, Carol, will be here to listen to our children 
read on Tuesday, Oct. 9  from 3:30 to 4:30, and on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13 from 10:30 to 11:30.  This is a wonder-

ful way for beginning readers to practice 
their skills, and it’s lots of fun for more 
experienced readers, too!  To register for 
a 15-minute reading appointment, please 
call Miss Sarah or Miss Sue at 673-2288.
ATTENTION CRAFTY FAMILIES!

Make a milk-jug skeleton here at the 
library!

Saturday, Sep. 29 at 10:00am
This is a PARENT-AND-CHILD-TO-

GETHER craft—
all children must be accompanied by an 

adult.
Please sign-up online at www.amherst.

lib.nh.us 
Bring 5 or 6 clean, dry, de-labeled milk 

jugs with you, all other supplies will be 
provided.

It’s About Conservation

Fall Vestments
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

It’s a beautiful time of year.  Already the gum 
tree is putting on its magnificent deep red end-
of-season cloak.  Next to it, the sugar maple’s top 
branches are picking up the autumnal theme and 
down lower the garden flowers are still in a rain-
bow of summer colors, seemingly oblivious to the 
approaching frosts of fall.

In the woods, colored leaves are dropping on the 
trails.  The mitten shaped leaves of the not-to-com-
mon sassafras contribute different colors to the 
mix.  And then, there’s the swamp maple which 
can’t make up its mind with yellow veins lacing the 
red spaces as the chlorophyll green is displaced.  
Mushrooms now appear with the red and purple 
russalas being scattered among other species in 
white, yellow, and orange.

The orange is eye catching just like the orange 
construction signs on the roads.  Now is the time 
to wear your orange vestments in the woods and 
when walking country roads.  Fall is by no means 
a time to give up enjoying our local paths – to ab-
dicate, so to speak.  Fall is a time to be out enjoy-
ing Nature.  Hikers and hunters can safely share 

the conservation com-
mission managed reser-
vations.  Hunting, while 
repulsive to some, is one 
of the two remaining controls over the expanding 
and damaging deer population.  The other con-
trolling factor, aside from deep snow, is the coyote.  
Deer seasons run from September 15 to about De-
cember 16.  

One reader responded to our last article invit-
ing folks to become volunteer trail stewards.  We 
are grateful to her for making time in her busy life 
to assume stewardship of the trails in Pond Parish 
Town Forest.  Several other trails and reservations 
await others to offer a few hours a month of stew-
ardship as a friend of conservation.

Fund raising continues towards the purchase 
of two parcels in Grater Woods before December 
14th that can link protected parcels in Merrimack 
with ACC-protected land and trails.  Please help by 
contributing to the Amherst Land Trust at P.O.Box 
753 Amherst, NH 03031 to help keep open space 
natural forever.

Town News

September is Library Card Sign Up Month!

Amherst Town Library

Antiques Roadshow: What’s My Antique 
Worth Plus Tips Of The Trade

AMHERST - Join us at the Am-
herst Town Library for our own 
unique presentation by Ron Wac-
kowski, licensed auctioneer and 
certified appraiser, of “Antiques 
Roadshow: What’s My An-
tique Worth Plus Tips of the 
Trade,” scheduled for Tues-
day, October 16 from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the 
Main Reading Room 
of the Library.  Reg-
istrants for this pro-
gram are welcome 
to bring ONE “por-
table” small antique 
item of interest and 
Ron hopes to be 
able to offer historic 
and monetary value on 
about 25 items (as time al-
lows) during the evening.  The 
items will be placed on a large ta-
ble and Ron will choose what items 
to focus on.   Wackowski, who has 
more than 40 years of experience 
with the antique trade, will also 
provide answers to the most com-
mon questions he is asked.

Co-host of “Let’s Talk Antiques,” 
a radio talk show, Wackowski holds 
professional memberships in sever-
al organizations including the Cer-
tified Appraisers Guild of Ameri-

ca, the National Auctioneers 
Association, and the New 
Hampshire Auctioneers As-

sociation.  He holds a B.A. 
in History from State 

University in New 
York at Buffalo and is 
a M.A. Candidate at 
Harvard University. 

P r e s e n t a t i o n s 
at the Library are 
free and open to 

the public.   Howev-
er, registration is RE-

QUIRED for our adult 
programs due to space 

limitations. You can register 
for one or all of the It’s All About 
Time series programs for adults by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

Amherst Town Library

The Joy of Getting Things Done
AMHERST - As the second of-

fering in the Amherst Town Li-
brary’s October adult program-
ming series, It’s All About Time, 
Linda King presents “The Joy of 
Getting Things Done” on Thursday, 
October 11 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room.   Is 
your life running you instead of the 
other way around?  Do you struggle 
to keep up with everyday demands 
and challenges?   The problem is 
often not a lack of willpower or 
self-discipline; it’s a lack of having 
effective systems in place.   Linda 
teaches systems, skills, and strate-
gies for meeting goals, getting or-
ganized and using time most effec-
tively.   By the end of the evening, 
participants will have a “toolbox” 
of strategies for accomplishing im-
portant but daunting projects and 
incorporating effective new habits 
into daily routines.  Successful peo-
ple have systems in place to manage 
life’s logistical challenges.

King is a trained and certified 
Life Coach and ADD Coach who 
draws on prior experience as an 
educator, software programmer, 

software project leader and own-
er of her own software company.   
She has been successfully coach-
ing people for much of her adult 
life and opened a formal coaching 
practice in early 2010.   As a Life 
Coach, Linda specializes in plan-
ning, organization and time man-
agement; helping people to get their 
schedules, living spaces, and other 
commitments under control.

You are invited to join us for this 
presentation and the final offering 
of the It’s All About Time series at 
the Amherst Town Library: “An-
tiques Roadshow: What’s My An-
tique Worth Plus Tips of the Trade” 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 16 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Presentations at the Library are 
free and open to the public.  How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
our adult programs due to space 
limitations. You can register for 
one or all of the It’s All About Time 
series programs for adults by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

Amherst Town Library

The Vampire in Literature and 
Film: A Very Strange Love Story

Sue Weaver Schopf

What little card costs nothing at 
all and is at home in your pocket at 
ages 8, 18, and 80? A library card, 
of course! During the month of Sep-
tember, new patrons who register 
for a card at the Amherst Town Li-
brary will receive a free library book 
bag.

Getting a library card is easy. 
Anyone living, working or owning 

property in Amherst is eligible for a 
card. Residents and property own-
ers should present a photo ID and 
printed verification of address when 
applying for a card.  Employees 
working in Amherst should bring a 
letter verifying employment signed 
by their employer. Children under 
age 12 should come with a parent. 
Non-residents attending Amherst 

schools are also eligible for a stu-
dent card, valid year-round until 
graduation.

For more information on how to 
sign up for a library card, visit the 
library, call 673-2288 or visit the li-
brary website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us/eligibility.htm

Remember, a library card is a card 
for a lifetime! 

Carrying on a tradition of quality care established by Charles H. Lambert, DMD, PC

Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS  | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates has one of the most 
experienced hygiene teams in the region.  

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman  

Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

26 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road  672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer 
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road   672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We NoW HAVe “SuPeR” Soil!

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

HAD ENOUGH TEA?
New Hampshire values for New Hampshire!

Vote for John Shonle 
Amherst District 22

Paid for by Shonle for Representative, John Shonle fiscal agent.

ADVERTISERS:  Find out how easy and cost-effective it 
is to reach every resident and business in Amherst and 

Mont Vernon. Call 603-672-9444 TODAY!

Candidates for PolitiCal offiCe:  Our October 9 & 
23 issues will be your final chance to advertise before 

the November Election.  Submit your ad instructions to:   
ads@amherstcitizen.com, and editorial information to:  
news@amherstcitizen at least one week in advance.

Let’s Get Social!
www.amherstcitizen.com

Clubs, Civic Organizations, Non-Profits please submit your 
publicity to The Amherst Citizen: news@amherstcitizen.com


