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Go big or go home with 
your redecorating? 

Winterizing your 
light sources:

The addition of a bright wall mural makes a bold 
statement and transforms a space.

Why not both?

A blank wall offers an 
opportunity to go big 
with color or graphic 
elements.

“Go big or go home.” It’s a popular sports chant that’s found 
its way into numerous other aspects of American life. But 
when it comes to home decor, going big at home may not 
seem like an option, especially if your budget is less than 
grand.

In reality, it is possible to make a big difference in your 
home decor on just a moderate budget of $5,000 or less. The 
room that will give you the biggest “wow” for your investment 
is the one your guests spend the most time in - the living 
room. Here are some tips for getting that “go big” feeling for 
less money.

Do it yourself
Look for high visibility projects that you can reasonably 

do yourself, like painting, tiling or even installing murals for 
living rooms. Keep in mind your level of DIY skill and how 
polished and professional you can reasonably expect your 
finished product to look. If you choose a project that’s a bit 
above your current skill level, make sure you prep for the new 
experience with plenty of research or a hands-on class. Many 
home improvement stores offer low-cost or even free classes 
on popular home improvement projects.

Big projects look ... well, bigger
It’s no mystery why repainting the walls, changing out 

flooring or switching window treatments all make such an 
impact on how a room looks. The bigger the surface area of 
the design element you change, the greater its affect on the 
room’s overall appearance. Making a design change to a large 
room element can allow you to generate major impact with 

a relatively minor investment of money. Window treatments 
can add up if you go with custom options, but if your win-
dows are standard sized and you’re a savvy shopper, you can 
track down bargains that will allow you to dress up your win-
dows for as little as a few thousand dollars. Painting is even 
more cost effective, and you can redo a large room for a few 
hundred dollars.

Borrow a designer’s trick
When it comes to grand statements, designers have a trick 

or two up their sleeves. They also know how to make the 
most of a shoestring budget, so look to popular designer 
tricks for inspiration. One interior design technique that has 
held its popularity against the test of time (and the economy) 
is a wallpaper mural. Adding a custom wall mural to your 
interior design plans offers the opportunity for creativity and 
customization, and maximizes the use of your wall space in 
making a grand statement. You can find plenty of online op-
tions at websites like MuralsYourWay.com, many for less than 
$1,000 and most for well under $3,000. They’re easy to in-
stall, and you can even opt for the type that is removable and 
reusable. So if you tire of the look, you can take it down and 
move it elsewhere, fold it up and store it for another time and 
even color match it to your wall paint color.

If you’ve decided to keep your fun money at home this sea-
son, you can go home and go big, with some planning, savvy 
shopping and a touch of DIY creativity.
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Window and skylight tips

Sunshine and summer go together like coconut and pine-
apple. Yet when winter arrives with shorter days and cooler 
temperatures, the amount of sun that enters your home can be 
more important than at any other time of year.

Inadequate sunlight can influence seasonal mood changes, 
vitamin D deficiency and even your utility bills. It’s important 
to prepare for winter by taking care of the portals that allow 
natural light into your home: windows and skylights.

Caulking and weather stripping are the two most common 
ways to prep windows, and the jobs are easily within the abil-
ities of most do-it-yourselfers. Washing windows should also 
be part of your winter-preparedness measures; clean windows 
will allow the maximum amount of room-warming sunlight to 
enter your home.

Winterizing skylights is also important. Skylight manufac-
turer Velux, offers these tips for preparing your skylights for 
cooler months, as well as for year-round care and maintenance:

* Have your fixed or venting skylights inspected by a qual-
ified professional. While issues such as damaged claddings or 
flashings would be obvious, other problems might only be di-
agnosed through a professional inspection.

* Remove any debris that has accumulated around the ex-
terior of the skylight. Take appropriate care when climbing on 
the roof and consider hiring a professional if you’re not confi-
dent of your safety skills.

* Thoroughly clean the glass part of your skylight, inside and 
out. You’ll likely need a ladder to reach it, so be sure to take 
steps to prevent a fall. Use a mild, non-abrasive glass cleaner 

and a soft brush or other non-abrasive applicator to clean the 
glass, and immediately remove the cleaner with a squeegee or 
lint-free cloth. Never use metal scrapers, knives or blades of 
any kind to clean large areas of glass.

* Clean interior frames - often pre-painted wood or plastic 
- with a damp cloth or mild, soapy water for tougher dirt. Re-
move insect screens in venting skylights, spray with a garden 
hose and allow them to dry completely before replacing them.

* If your skylight’s pre-finished wood frame needs refinish-
ing, thoroughly remove the factory finish. Make sure the sur-
face is clean, then apply a coat of water-based acrylic varnish or 
paint, following the manufacturer’s instructions for application. 
Be sure to keep all varnish and paint off the skylight gaskets 

and glass. Velux does not recommend painting over plastic 
frames and sashes.

* Care for the mechanics of your skylights. Open venting 
skylights (turn off the power if they’re electric) and wipe off the 
chain using a clean, dry towel and no cleaner or solvent of any 
kind. For manual skylights, inspect the loop or crank handle 
to ensure it’s secure. Don’t add lubrication to your skylight’s 
moving parts; the internal workings of manual and electric op-
erators are considered maintenance-free, and are pre-lubed, so 
they should require no additional lubrication.

* Add blinds. A must-have aesthetic accessory available in 
more than 100 colors and patterns, blinds also provide ex-
tra insulation and allow you to control the amount of sunlight 
that enters through your skylights. They are also particularly 
effective at retaining heat during cool weather; studies show 
that adding a blind to make a complete skylight system can in-
crease energy efficiency by 37 percent.&nbsp; That gain in ef-
ficiency jumps to as much as 45 percent with a blackout blind 
used on a fixed skylight, according to Velux. Plus, you may be 
eligible for a 30 percent federal tax credit for solar blinds.

* Consider an inexpensive upgrade from fixed skylights to 
venting models. Venting skylights can help you enjoy fresh fall 
air by providing passive ventilation in addition to more natural 
light. If you happen to be replacing your roof, there is no better 
time to upgrade skylights, since most roofers will charge up 
to double to come back and replace units versus doing the job 
while replacing the roof. By upgrading, you can also gain the 
benefits of a No-Leak warranty, plus greater energy efficiency 

with advanced glass coatings. Finally, if you happen to be re-
placing a plastic bubble skylight with an Energy Star-qualified 
glass model, you can save up to $194 per year on your cooling 
costs.

Winterizing your windows and skylights can help ensure 
they provide you with the maximum amount of healthful, nat-
ural light during the dark, cold months of winter.
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Winterizing existing units or installing 
new Energy Star-qualified venting 
skylights, with energy efficient and 
decor-enhancing blinds, is a cost-ef-
fective and attractive home upgrade 
that provides healthful natural light and 
passive fresh air year-round.

Replacing older skylights 
with Energy Star-qualified 

models, and adding 
remote-controlled blinds, 

is an attractive and cost 
effective home upgrade.


