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Schools
From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Did You Know?
Dear Community Members,

Did you know that SAU (School Ad-
ministrative Unit) #39 is made up of 
three separate and distinct school dis-
tricts? The school districts of Mont Ver-
non, Amherst and Souhegan have their 
own school board, governance and pol-
icies, as well as their own staffing and 
budget.

Our three districts come under the 
umbrella of School Administrative Unit 
#39 to create a ‘multi-district’ SAU, so that they can, together, 
share and reduce costs to each of the districts for: superintendent 
services, finance,  curriculum and professional development, spe-
cial education, maintenance, technology, grant oversight, human 
resources and benefits, as well as billing, purchasing and payroll.

The districts of Mont Vernon and Amherst are single school dis-
tricts where townspeople vote on the selection of board members 
and approve budgets. The Mont Vernon School District has a tu-
ition agreement with the Amherst School District to educate 7th 
and 8th graders from Mont Vernon.

The Souhegan School District is actually a Cooperative School 
District serving the towns of Mont Vernon and Amherst.  A Coop-
erative School District “means a district composed of two or more 
school districts of the state associated together… and may include 
the elementary schools, the secondary schools or both.” Coopera-
tive School District school boards are made up of members of both 
towns, proportionately, and have the same powers and duties of 
school boards in single districts.

Also,
Did you know?

…that 8th grade students at Amherst Middle School have built 
Adirondack chairs over the past few years in Leo Levasseur‘s class 
with the proceeds going to charity? Over $15,000 has been sent to 
a number of charitable organizations.

Two last items for this article: thank you to the parents who at-
tended the first ‘Coffee with the Superintendent” on Wednesday 
the 19th of September at the Brick School. Our next Community 
Coffee will be on Wednesday, October 31st at 9:00 a.m. at the Brick 
School. This meeting will be focused on our new math program: 
Math in Focus.

And, on Tuesday, September 25th, Sue Blair, Principal of the 
Mont Vernon Village School and I will be at our first monthly Par-
ent Forum at the Daland Memorial Library in Mont Vernon from 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Please plan to join us for either of these events if you are able.

Peter Warburton   
Superintendent of Schools
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With Art Instructor Brandie Pettus

www.createartwithme.blogspot.com
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WE ’ R E   S O
E X C I T E D !

N E W 
F A L L   &   W I N T E R

C O L L E C T I O N S
A R E   H E R E !

For Babies, Toddlers & Kids up to age 8

603-673-5381
273 Union Square

On the Milford Oval
www.storkorganicbaby.com

Organic Baby Boutique

The ToadsTool 
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

Tess GerriTsen
Fri., Oct. 5, Noonish

The best-selling author drives by to 
sign her new, Rizzoli of Isles thriller,  

“LAST TO DIE”.
————— 

r.A. & GenO sALVATOre
Fri., Oct. 5, 6:30 p.m.

The father and son D&D Fantasy writ-
ing duo visit to sign their latest,  

“STONE OF TYMORA”.
————— 

HAnk PHiLLiPPi ryAn
Fri., Oct. 12, 7 p.m.

The TV journalist and author joins 
us for a beer and chat about her 

new Boston-based mystery,  
“THE OTHER WOMAN”.

————— 
WALTer BUTTs 

& JiM kATes
Sat., Oct. 13, 11 a.m.

The New England writers host a 
poetry reading featuring their new 
works,  “THE CATHEDRAL OF 

NERvOuS HORSES” 
and “THE BRIAR PATCH”.

————— 
MAryAnne O’HArA
Sat., Oct. 20, 11-1 p.m.

The author presents her acclaimed 
debut novel set in western MA,  

“CASCADE”.
————— 

eriC sTAnWAy
Sat., Oct. 27, 2 p.m.

Our local writer and editor visits to 
scare us with his cilling new collec-
tions, “THE BLOOD IS THE LIFE: 
CLASSIC vAMPIRE TALES” and 

“MAD GHOSTS and ENGLISHMEN: 
CLASSIC BRITISH GHOST STORIES.

————— 
www.toadbooks.com

SHS Friends Galen Verney and 
Rich Lapham Work Together

In a time when graduates find it 
difficult to find steady employment, 
two Souhegan high school friends 
find themselves working together 
for the same company.

Rich Lapham, who attended 
Boston College, and Galen Verney 
who attended Salem State Univer-
sity, were in college during the re-
cession of 2008 and entered one of 
the toughest employment periods 
ever. Neither Verney nor Lapham 
were discouraged, they were well 
aware of the challenges they would 
face after graduation. Both studied 
communications and new media, 
which have developed into signifi-
cant fields of study as social media 
and technology have become a part 
of our lives and our businesses.  

Today Lapham and Verney are 
both employed at the Marlborough, 
Massachusetts headquarters of 
The DAVIS Companies. DAVIS is a 
staffing service company with offic-
es along the Atlantic seaboard, and 
clients across the country.

After working some part time 
jobs with various broadcast media 
outlets, Lapham is now a Technical 
Recruiter and places skilled engi-

neers in permanent positions with 
medical device companies. He said, 
“I rely on my networking abilities 
and my understanding of social 
networks in addition to job boards 
to source candidates for our clients. 
Staffing and Recruiting is all about 
building your network and finding 
a job is all about networking, it’s a 
fun job”.  

Verney used the skills he learned 
at SSU to essentially create a po-
sition at DAVIS that hadn’t previ-
ously existed. He came in as a con-
tractor to help build the companies 
social networks and the project de-
veloped into a permanent position 
as he was offered a newly developed 
position with the company’s mar-
keting team. 

The two high school friends 
found themselves working at the 
family owned business by net-
working. After Verney was estab-
lished with DAVIS he recommend-
ed Lapham for the open recruiter 
position and the rest is history. In a 
time when it is difficult to find em-
ployment these two old friends now 
are in careers where their job is to 
find other people jobs. 

Commentary

Evening Chats on Education in 
Amherst and Mont Vernon
 Dear Pre-K through Grade 8 Parents:

We hope that the start of the new school year has proven to be a 
positive experience for you and your children, and that all are settling 
into a new routine with ease.  There are many exciting things hap-
pening in the Amherst School District and we look forward to shar-
ing much of them with you through our monthly communications.

During this school year, Superintendent Warburton has set a goal 
of visiting 20 households in the towns of Amherst and Mont Vernon 
to discuss topics of interest in education.  We are seeking volunteers 
to invite their neighbors and friends into their homes for an evening 
chat with Peter and some members of the school board.  These events 
are intended to last one hour and are a time for you to share ideas, ask 
questions, and give feedback about the education we are providing 
our children. We’re all in this together and we want to hear from you.  
If you’re interested, please send an email to Amherst School Board 
chairperson, Peg Bennett at pbennett@sprise.com.

Additionally, there will be an informational evening in the audito-
rium at Souhegan High School on Oct 3, 6:30 -8 p.m. regarding our 
new math curriculum, “Math In Focus”.  We encourage you to attend 
and become familiar with Math in Focus, as it is vastly different from 
how our children were taught in the past.  This evening will hope-
fully shed more light on how this program will better prepare our 
students to be globally competitive in math.  Students will need the 
active support of their parents, as well as their teachers and the Math 
in Focus representative, Andy Clark, will speak to how parents can 
provide this support.

As members of the Amherst School Board, we will continue to 
dedicate ourselves to improving an already successful school system, 
and we look forward to your participation in building a culture of ex-
cellence in our elementary and middle schools.

Sincerely,
Amherst School Board Members
Peg Bennett
Lucienne Foulks
Amy Facey
Jim Manning
Paul Prescott

Local Students Enrolled at  
St. Lawrence University

CANTON, NY St. Lawrence Uni-
versity in Canton, New York, wel-
comes the following students as 
members of the class of 2016.

Each first-year student will par-
ticipate in St. Lawrence University’s 
innovative First-Year Program, an 
introduction to the liberal arts cur-
riculum taught in residence halls 
by faculty teams. Clear writing and 
speaking skills are stressed, and 
careful advising is provided for all 
students.

Timothy J. Beliveau, Brandon T. 
O’Connell and Peter G. Caulo of 
Amherst. Beliveau and O’Connell 
graduated from Souhegan High 
School. Caulo graduated from 
Brooks School.

Wentworth Celebrates   
Summer Commencement

BOSTON - Wentworth Institute 
of  Technology awarded 590 de-
grees at its Summer Commence-
ment ceremony on August 26, 2012.

The following local students were 
awarded degrees and were among 
the graduates of the Class of 2012:

Helena Cauchon of Amherst was 
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Civil Engineering Technol-
ogy.

Teresa Atwood of Amherst was 
awarded a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Interior Design.

Michael McHugh of Amherst 
was awarded a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Mechanical Engineering 
Technology.

Students in the News

Souhegan Senior Named National 
Merit Scholarship Semifinalist

Souhegan High School is proud 
to announce the name of senior 
Anudeep Gavini, semifinalist in the 
National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.  Anudeep is among approx-
imately 16,000 Semifinalists in the 
58th annual National Merit Schol-
arship Program announced by offi-
cials of National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC). These aca-
demically talented high school se-
niors have an opportunity to con-
tinue in the competition for some 
8,300 National Merit Scholarships, 
worth more than $32 million, that 
will be offered next spring. To be 
considered for a Merit Scholarship® 
award, Semifinalists must fulfill 
several requirements to advance to 
the Finalist level of the competition.  
About 90 percent of the Semifinal-
ists are expected to attain Finalist 
standing, and approximately half 
of the Finalists will win a Nation-
al Merit Scholarship, earning the 
Merit Scholar® title.

     About 1.5 million juniors in 
some 22,000 high schools entered 
the 2013 National Merit Scholar-
ship Program by taking the 2011 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (psat/
nmsqt®), which served as an initial 
screen of program entrants. The 
nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 

which represents less than one per-
cent of U.S. high school seniors, in-
cludes the highest-scoring entrants 
in each state. The number of Semi-
finalists in a state is proportional 
to the state’s percentage of the na-
tional total of graduating seniors. 
To become a Finalist, a Semifinalist 
must have an outstanding academic 
record throughout high school, be 
endorsed and recommended by the 
high school principal, and earn SAT 
scores that confirm the student’s 
earlier performance on the quali-
fying test. The Semifinalist and a 
high school official must submit a 
detailed scholarship application, 
which includes the student’s essay 
and information about the Semifi-
nalist’s participation and leadership 
in school and community activi-
ties. Approximately 15,000 Semifi-
nalists are expected to advance to 
the Finalist level and it is from this 
group that all National Merit Schol-
arship winners will be chosen. Mer-
it Scholar designees are selected on 
the basis of their skills, accomplish-
ments, and potential for success in 
rigorous college studies, without re-
gard to gender, race, ethnic origin, 
or religious preference.  National 
Merit Scholarship winners will be 
announced in Spring 2013.

PTA Announces 2012 Fall Grant Recipients
AMHERST - The Amherst PTA 

Board was excited to see that sever-
al teachers and staff members made 
an application request for the 2012-
2013 PTA Fall Grants.   Assistance 
in reviewing the grants was giv-
en by Anna Rego, a previous board 
member and committee chair for 
grants.   PTA President, Paula-Ma-
rie Passen, met with Mrs. Rego to 
review each request that was sub-
mitted.  The Executive Board then 
met and requested assistance from 
principal, Gerry St. Amand, to re-
view and discuss each application.    
Board members meet again to dis-
cuss and review each application.

After careful consideration, the 
board decided to offer the grant to 
Mr. Dean Lipson, Technology Net-
work Administrator at Clark and 
Wilkins Schools. Mr. Lipson made 
the request for a new public address 
system for the Wilkins School mul-
tipurpose room.  

“Congratulations!  We know this 
will be a huge benefit to the school, 
just think of hearing all those beau-
tiful voices when Mr. Allwarden 
and the children have their musical 

presentation.”   -The Amherst PTA 
Board

Each grant that had been received 
was approved and the board tried 
to work the budget to fulfill each 
request. Unfortunately, the majori-
ty of the requests had to be placed 
on hold  for the time being.   The 
board has  two major fundraising 
events that have been given conser-
vative expectations. The hope is to 
surpass  the preliminary goal so as 
to fulfill each grant request as the 
board truly believes that each re-
quest deserved to be received.  

These two major fundraisers will 
be taking place during the month of 
October.  We will be hosting a Cal-
endar Raffle and a new FaLaLa hol-
iday fundraiser (the magazine drive 
with a twist that will have some-
thing for everyone!)  We ask for the 
community’s support in assisting 
us with making them very success-
ful.   It is our goal to contact those 
teachers and provide them with 
their requests in January.

To stay informed about future 
PTA opportunities and events, go 
to www.amherstpta.org.

Talk on Community Building And Resilience

Errors and Omissions: 
The initial series of columns from the Superintendent of SAU#39 
appeared in the September 11th issue of The Amherst Citizen, 
with numerous typographical errors, caused by OCR scanning 
software in use at The Amherst Citizen.  Unfortunately, these 
errors were not caught prior to publication. We extend our sincere 
apology to Peter Warburton, Superintendent of Schools and to our 
readers. 
A corrected version of the column has been posted online. Ed.

WILTON – The Souhegan Tran-
sition Town Network and The High 
Mowing School are pleased to pres-
ent noted facilitator and workshop 
leader Tina Clark on Sept. 30 at 4:30 
in High Mowing’s Big Room.  Tina 
will be the inaugural speaker in the 
Speaker Series that will be ongoing 
throughout the Souhegan Valley 
during the upcoming months.

Tina Clark is a woman of many 
talents!  She has been a workshop 
facilitator in the Transition move-
ment in New England, has served 
as a consultant to Bill McKibben’s 
350.org initiative, and has provid-
ed professional guidance and sup-
port to community leaders and 
campaigns for over 20 years.  Tina  
helped design and build a below-ze-
ro energy, passive solar-heated, 
Platiunm LEED, low-toxic “Power 
House” in which she currently lives.  
She also helped found and develop 
a co-housing community in Am-

herst, MA.  
Tina will be speaking on commu-

nity building and resilience.  With 
economic and meteorological insta-
bility forecast to continue, she of-
fers suggestions on how can we best 
prepare and cope with these new 
realities.  The talk will offer plenty 
of opportunity for audience partic-
ipation.  High school students are 
particularly welcome. The event is 
free and open to the public, though 
donations to defray Tina’s travel ex-
penses and continue the speakers 
series are most welcome.  

The Souhegan Transition Town 
Network is a group of local citizens 
who seek to foster a healthy, local 
economy based on sustainabili-
ty.  They can be contacted through 
email via Michael Conley, Mi-
chael@michaelconley.net,, through 
their listserv, souhegan-transition@
yahoogroups.com, and can also be 
found on Facebook. 

Let’s Get Social!
www.amherstcitizen.com

Rich Lapham and Galen Verney


