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Tracking Your House & Land 
-  A Detective’s Quest!

Have you ever wondered how old your house 
really is - or how far back you can trace the history 
of your land? Please join the Historical Society of 
Amherst’s genealogist Jackie Marshall as she ex-
plains how to unlock the secrets of your home & 
land through deeds, probate, and other historical 
documents. This exciting program will be held on 
Monday, October 15th, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
vestry of the Congregational Church of Amherst. 
This program is free and open to the public. Re-
freshments will be served.

Candidate Forum, October 18
The public is invited to attend a Candidate Fo-

rum hosted by The Community Council of Souhe-
gan High School on Thursday, October 18 from 7 
– 9 p.m. in the theater of Souhegan High School 
located at 412 Boston Post Road in Amherst. The 
Community Council has hosted this event every 
election year since 2002 (with the exception of 
2010).   Candidates from all parties running in the 
Souhegan School District (Amherst/Mont Vernon) 
for the following offices are being invited to attend:  
NH Gubernatorial Candidates,   NH Executive 
Council – District 5,  NH Senate District 9 & 11; 
and  NH House Districts Hillsborough 5, 22, 40 & 
41.  More on page 7.

Meet Bob Heaton and Cynthia 
Dokmo candidates for State 
Representatives 

 Dave and Crystel Chen are hosting an open 
house for Heaton and Dokmo, to give voters a 
chance to meet and questions these candidates.   
The open house will be held at the Chen’s home, 
15 Martingale Road, on Wednesday, October 24th, 
from 6 to 8 PM.

Open House Dokmo and Heaton at the commu-
nity house at the Fells, off Baboosic Lake Road, 
Tuesday, October 30th from 6:30 until 8:00PM.  
Hosts Julie Livingston and Caroline Wojcicki will 
provide light refreshments. Check Heaton-Dokmo.
com for other scheduled open houses.

Halloween Candy Collection
Amherst Brownie Girl Scout Troop 20356 is col-

lecting and distributing Halloween Candy donations 
to the residents of the Amherst Village for Hallow-
een Trick or Treating. Please drop off your dona-
tions in the bins at the Amherst Library, Moultons 
Market, or The Homestead Grocery and Deli.  Col-
lection will take place from Sunday, October 7 thru 
Tuesday, October 23.   

Amherst Junior Women’s Club 
Annual Rummage Sale

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is holding 
their annual rummage sale on Saturday October 
20th from 9am to noon at the SHARE building 
located on 1 Columbus Ave. in Milford.  Money 
raised during this event supports the many activi-
ties sponsored by the Amherst Juniors to help peo-
ple and organizations in our area.

If you do fall cleaning, we hope you will set aside 
items that might be appropriate for the Rummage 
Sale.  Items can be dropped off at SHARE on 
Thursday October 18th from 4:00-8:00 PM and 
Friday October 19th from 12:00-8:00 PM.

The Sale begins Saturday October 20th from 
9:00-1:00.  $1 a bag sale from noon to 1pm. 
Items for sale include children’s and adult clothing 
and shoes, toys, household items, books and white 
elephant items. If you have any questions, please 
call 315-0048. 

SKI AND SKATE SALE
The Souhegan High School boys varsity hockey 

team will hosts its annual Ski and Skate Sale from 
6:30-9PM on Oct. 19 and from 8:30AM-12:30PM 
Oct. 20 in the cafeteria at Souhegan High School.

For more information, contact Annmarie Hayden 
at annmarie _ hayden@hotmail.com.

 

Politics 
Read NH’s new Voter ID Law, 
and letters from candidates and 
supporters. Vote, November 6th.
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Library 
Amherst Town Library events 
and programs are now in full 
swing. Don’t miss a thing!

ARTS & eNTeRTAINMeNT: ART eXhIBITS – MUSICAL PeRFORMANCeS – AWARD-WINNING TheATRe AND MUCh MORe

SportsFolio
Souhegan continues to    
    rack up more points  
as the season nears an end.
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Rte. 101, Bedford, NH
(603) 472-4080

www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-2

Now is the time to Purchase 
that Beautiful New Kitchen...

In partnership with Barons Major Brands 
Granite State Cabinetry is again offering our
FREE APPLIANCE SALE* — see store for details

Stop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

Lieutenant Mark Reams Appointed Chief of Police

Trip to the Peabody Essex 
Museum in Salem, MA  

Explore the Delightful Realm of Hats
Wednesday November 7th
Sponsored by The Friends of the Amherst Town Library 

Boardman Concert

Concert Guitarist Scott 
Sanchez To Perform At The 
Amherst Town Library

Amherst Selectmen Name New Chief of Police 

Police Chief Peter Lyon Retires 

AMHERST - The Am-
herst Board of Selectmen 
announces that Lieutenant 
Mark Reams has been ap-
pointed as Police Chief, re-
placing retiring Chief Pe-
ter Lyon effective October 
27th. Lieutenant Reams is a 
19 year veteran of the Am-
herst Police Department, 
having worked his way up 
through the ranks.  During 
that time, he has led both 
the Operations and Support 
Divisions of the depart-
ment.  

He attended the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, 
graduating in 1990 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 

political science.  He has 
since attended specialized 
training with the FBI Law 
Enforcement Executive De-
velopment Association, and 
the Police Command Train-
ing Center at Roger Wil-
liams University.

Lieutenant Reams and his 
wife Dawn, have made their 
home in Amherst with their 
two sons Benjamin and 
Jack. 

“Over the years, Mark has 
demonstrated that he is a 
proven leader and his com-
mitment to the Town of 
Amherst. The town is for-
tunate, to have someone of 
Mark’s caliber, to lead our 

Police Department, which 
started day one, when he 
graduated from the Police 
Academy at the head of his 
class, in Combined Aca-
demics, Physical Fitness and 
Firearms Proficiency. I am 
looking forward to work-
ing with Chief Reams and 
knowing, he will continue 
to maintain the profession-
alism of the Amherst Police 
Department,” says Chair-
man Bruce Bowler.

Chief Lyon expressed 
his satisfaction in know-
ing that “the police de-
partment will be in good 
hands,” with Mark Reams.  
“Mark possesses an intel-

lect and a level of common 
sense that have led him to a 
position of respect with the 
department members, dis-
trict court personnel and 
the community at large.  It 
is clear that Mark is com-
mitted to the town of Am-
herst, and to continuing the 
tradition of excellent polic-
ing that the residents have 
come to expect.  It’s a sign of 
a healthy and thriving po-
lice department when lead-
ers can be found within the 
organization.”

Selectman George Infan-
ti says “Lieutenant Reams 

by Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – In a brief letter 
to the Board of Selectmen, Police 
Chief Peter Lyon announced his re-
tirement effective at the end of Oc-
tober.   After 32 years in the police 
department and six years as Chief, 
Chief Peter Lyon said, “It’s time to 
retire and bring some new blood to 
this position.”

His letter of resignation was read 
at the meeting:

“I am writing  to advise you of 
my intention to retire from my po-
sition as police Chief with the Am-
herst Police Department, effective 
October 26, 2012. After many years 
of working for the police department 
my decision comes after consider-
able thought and introspection.  My 
time with the police department has 
been very rewarding and challeng-
ing.  I have always been guided by 
advise given to me by the late Chief 
John T. Osborn that hard work, 
common sense and treating people 
fairly will result in a job well done.  
It’s my belief that those values and 
other core principles will continue 
to steer the Amherst Police Depart-
ment in the right direction.  I leave 
behind a group of men and wom-
en that approach their jobs with a 
very high standard, continuing the 
reputation of the Amherst Police 
Department as second to none.  I 
thank you and your predecessors for 
the support you have provided over 
the years.  Sincerely Peter A. Lyons, 
Chief of Police”

In a conversation with the chief, 
he explained his decision to retire 
as, “I need some time for me and 
my family.  I would like evenings 
and weekends to myself.  This is an 
all encompassing job.’  He contin-
ued, “I was always looking out for 
the good of the town.  Making good 
decisions.  This is the only job I ever 
wanted – doing police work.”

Peter Lyon began full time em-
ployment with the Amherst Po-
lice Department in 1980, after first 
participating in a cadet program 
and working part-time from 1977 
to 1980. He was promoted to ser-

geant in 1991 and lieutenant of the 
support division in 2000. Lyon has 
served as the police department 
prosecutor since 1989 and has led 
the detective division since 1991.

He grew up in Amherst, attend-
ing Amherst schools and graduat-
ing from Milford Area Senior High 
School in 1976. He later graduated 
from University of Maine, with a 
bachelor of arts degree in criminal 
justice, in 1980.  Lyon lives in Am-
herst with his wife, Lisa.

In 2006 when he was selected as 
Chief, the then chair of the Board 
of Selectmen, Marilyn Peterman 
stated, “We are very fortunate in 
Amherst to have such a qualified 
and dedicated member of our po-
lice department ready to take over 
as chief. I am sure that Peter will 
be a terrific chief of police carrying 
on the tradition of his two mentors, 
Chiefs John Osborn Jr. and Chief 
Gary MacGuire. I know that the 
department will be in good hands.”

Lyon said that in the 50 years he 
has lived in town it has changed.  It’s 
not as small and people don’t know 
their neighbors anymore.  “People 
expect the police to solve neighbor-
hood problems.  It’s good to have a 
police department to rely on to pick 
up the small issues.  We live with a 
high level of stress in our lives,” he 
said.  “My passion for police work is 
to help someone when they need it.  
As chief, that gave me a lot of satis-
faction.”

Saying that it was time for him to 
go and let a younger person come 
in, Lyon is certain that the depart-
ment will continue to do the police 
work of a small town – doing things 
for people and not always police is-
sues.  He said the department is a 
healthy organization with the lead-
ers already here.

“I’ll be around,” he said.  “I hope 
to keep doing good things for the 
town.”

Stephen Jones, hat mak-
er to the rich and famous 
including the late Princess 
Diana and pop-personal-
ity Madonna, displays the 
wit and whimsy of “HATS: 
An Anthology Exhibit”, fea-
turing more than 250 hats 
from the past 900 years.   
“HATS” originally ran 
at London’s Victoria 
and Albert Museum 
in 2009 and is a 
collection drawn 
from the Victo-
ria and Albert 
archive of 
nearly 5000 
hats plus 
s e v e r a l 
from pri-
vate collections.  

The trip cost 
of $40 per per-
son includes 
the price o f 
admission, 
bus trans-

portation, driver gratuity, 
and a one hour guided tour 
of the “HATS” collection, 
with the remainder of the 
time free to view other ex-

hibits. The bus will de-
part from the Meeting 
Place in Amherst at 9 

a.m. and return to the 
Meeting Place by 5 p.m. 

All are welcome, but regis-
ter early since bus 
seating is limited. 

To register, just 
mail a check made 

out to the Friends 
of the Amherst Li-

brary and send it to 
Jane Cosmo, 12 North 

Meadow Rd., Amherst 
NH, 03031. Please in-

clude your telephone 
number and cell 

number if you have 
one. For more de-

tailed informa-
tion call 673-3192. 

A M H E R S T 
–  Scott Sanchez, 
concert guitar-
ist, will perform 
at the Amherst 
Town Library.  
The program is to 
take place on Sun-
day, October 21 at 
5:00 pm. as part of 
the popular Anna 
Boardman Con-
cert Series.  Scott 
Sanchez is often 
praised for his vir-
tuosic and musi-
cally passionate 
performances.  His 
repertoire is vast, 
spanning the mu-
sic of the Baroque 
era to modern day 
masterpieces. Sanchez has 
three CD’s to his credit on 
the INTRASPECT label.  
His recordings have been 
featured on various Public 
Radio Stations in the USA.  
His past concert highlights 
have included recitals and 
masterclasses for the New 
York City Classical Guitar 
Society; London’s St. Bride’s 
Church; Dorset, England’s 
Bournemouth University; 
Boston’s King’s Chapel; and 
California’s Ventura Classi-
cal Guitar Society.

Sanchez graduated with 
a Bachelor of Music from 
the University of Den-
ver as a student of Cuban 
classical guitarist Ricardo 

Iznaola.  At Yale Universi-
ty, he earned his Master of 
Music while studying under 
American classical guitar-
ist Benjamin Verdery.  He 
has also performed in mas-
terclasses for a number of 
renowned guitarists such 
as Eliot Fisk, David Russell, 
and Pepe Romero.  Sanchez 
has been on the faculty at 
Wesleyan University, Trin-
ity College, UMass at Am-
herst, and Springfield Col-
lege.  He presently teaches 
guitar at Franklin Pierce 
College.

Sponsored by the Trust-
ees of the Library, this an-
nual concert honors the 

Continued on page 6  u
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PMEC Fall Festival
The 4th Annual Fall Festival will be   
held Sunday, October 21 1-4 p.m. at   
Peabody Mill Environmental Center.

Continued on page 6  u

Scott Sanchez performs Sunday, on 
October 21 at 5:00 pm.

Police Chief, Peter Lyons retires after 32 years on the force.


