
2  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  O C T O B E R   9 ,   2 0 1 2  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
 Phone:  603-672-9444
 Fax:  603-672-8153
 Mail:  PO Box 291
  Amherst, NH 03031
 eMail:  
  News: news@amherstcitizen.com
  Ads: ads@amherstcitizen.com
 on the World Wide Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., October 23, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, October 17

*Issue dates may be subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where the 
error occurs in the next issue. Photographs 
or artwork submitted become our property 
and will not be returned unless requested 
in advance. The Amherst Citizen reserves 
the right to reject and not to print any 
advertisement or article it believes to be 
offensive, defamatory or in otherwise bad 
taste, and not in keeping with the focus of 
this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be re-
produced by any means without the written 
permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Historical Society Thanks Garden 
Club For  New Trellises
To the editor:

The Historical Society of Amherst would like to thank the Amherst Gar-
den Club for their continued care of the gardens at the Wigwam Museum 
on Middle Street.  Visitors to the museum and all who frequent the vil-
lage will see that trellises have recently been placed in our gardens to hold 
plantings of roses, clematis and other flowering vines to give added interest 
to our grounds.  The trellises are a donation from the garden club and we 
hope that the community will help us thank them for this lovely addition.

The Wigwam Museum is open on the second Saturday of the month 
from May – October and for special events.  Plan to stop by on Halloween 
night with your trick or treaters!

Sincerely,
Janice McDermott
President, Historical Society of Amherst

Supporting Steve Morgan
To the editor:

We’re writing in support of Steve Morgan’s candidacy for State Repre-
sentative from Amherst.  Steve and Liz Morgan have been contributing 
members of the Amherst community for over 30 years.  Steve spent years 
coaching Amherst Rec softball.  He was on the Recreation Committee and 
the town’s Solid Waste Task Force.  He created and published the Amherst 
Men’s Cookbook, with the proceeds going to PMEC, and as a school volun-
teer visited classrooms to teach students about collecting coins as a hobby.   

Our two families have been neighbors and friends for 33 years, and we 
know Steve to be the perfect combination of a “people person” and a “policy 
wonk.”  Steve has many long-term friends of both political parties, and as a 
representative he will pursue respectful working relationships with all oth-
er representatives. He will also be responsive to, and care about, his constit-
uents.  Steve will thoroughly research every issue that comes before him, 
and will never blindly vote the way he’s told to by a party leader.

We urge you to vote for Steve Morgan on November 6th.   We need more 
people like Steve in Concord!

Faye & Joe O’Neill
Amherst

Heartfelt Thank You
To the editor:

A heartfelt thank you to all those that have made our recent events a 
great success!

Community Auction: Our auction was a huge success and will allow 
us to help our local and global ministries and preserve our beautiful His-
toric Meeting House.  Thank you to Steve Desmarais for your auctioneer 
services!  We are grateful to Bruce Beckley, Keith Hunt and all those who 
helped organize and run the auction - much time and effort was spent by 
many and it is all greatly appreciated!  And of course a round of applause 
to everyone that donated or bid on items - this successful event was really 
made possible by your generous actions and we thank you very much!

WA Rummage Sale: We would also like to thank all of our Woman’s As-
sociation members and their volunteers for their tireless efforts in the suc-
cess of our recent annual Rummage Sale.  The proceeds of this sale go to 
benefit both the church and the community.  The Woman’s Association has 
been a central part of the life of The Congregational Church of Amherst 
for many years. Their purpose is “to cultivate the spirit of Christ begin-
ning with our own lives and reaching out into the home, community and 
throughout the world.” Their dedication and commitment is a blessing to 
our church and our community.

 
Nancy Protzmann
Communications Chairman
Congregational Church of Amherst

Thank You to Amherst Emergency 
Services
To the editor:

On September 9th of this year the Fire Instructors and Officers Associ-
ation of New Hampshire (FIOANH) held the second annual NH 9/11 Me-
morial Stair Climb in Manchester, NH to honor the memory and sacrifices 
of the 343 New York City  firefighters who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001.  In addition to honoring the memory of these 343 heroes and remem-
bering the thousands of heroic acts performed by rescue personnel and ci-
vilians alike, the goal of this event is to raise money to benefit the National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation (NFFF) and support their work in helping 
the families and survivors of fallen firefighters across the nation rebuild 
their lives.

For the second year in a row members of Amherst EMS have provided 
stand-by emergency medical services to the almost 300 climbers during 
each year’s event.  Countless climbers were evaluated as they made the ar-
duous climb up the Brady Sullivan Building five and a half times equaling 
110 stories to represent the 110 stories in the World Trade Center build-
ings.  Each evaluation yielded the same excellent quality of service citizens 
of Amherst have come to expect from their hometown emergency medical 
providers.

And for the second year in a row, members of the Amherst Fire Depart-
ment showed their support and made the 110 story climb.  This year nine of 
your AFD’s bravest took the day to participate as climbers in the memori-
al stair climb paying the $25.00 per person registration fee and having the 
honor of being the first team to enter the building and begin the 2012 stair 
climb.  Dressed in full firefighting turn-out gear, scba and carrying hand 
tools, these nine men made the 110 story climb and once again exempli-
fied the pride and professionalism citizens of Amherst have come to expect 
from their fire department.  Additionally, for the second year in a row the 
Amherst Firefighters Relief Association made a monetary donation to the 
NH 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb in support of the NFFF.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Fire Instructors and Officers 
Association of New Hampshire, I wanted to take this opportunity to say 
thank you to the members of Amherst EMS and Director Brian Gleason 
for their continued support.  Also I wish to thank the AFD Relief Associ-
ation for their support and the members of the AFD who took the time to 
participate in the stair climb.  Their commitment to and support of the NH 
9/11 Memorial stair Climb helped make this event a huge success raising 
approximately $40,000.00 over the last two years with 100% of the money 
raised going directly to the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.  We 
couldn’t have reached this level of success without their support.

With great thanks,
Bill Campbell
V.P. FIOANH
Event Coordinator
NH 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb

Gerzon for State Representative
To the editor:

As a member of the Amherst Board of Selectman now for over 10 years, 
I have come to know Len Gerzon well over those 10 years. He has contrib-
uted to our quality of life in Amherst in many ways – as a member of the 
Amherst Conservation Commission, as the Chairman of the Peabody Mill 
Environmental Center Board, as a member of the Amherst Energy Com-
mittee, and as a participant in the town’s recent Master Plan Project.  If 
you are not sure what Len has done for the town, that’s not a surprise –he 
is one of those people who are working quietly behind the scenes to make 
things happen.

But if you want to know about Len Gerzon, I will tell you that he helped 
create our Peabody Mill Environmental Center, a public-private partner-
ship that is used by school children throughout our region to learn about 
environmental sciences. I will tell you that he cares deeply about veteran’s 
causes and began a partnership through the Souhegan Valley Chamber of 
Commerce that has now raised over $100,000 for local veterans and their 
families. And I will tell you that Len is fair-minded, listens to all voices, and 
finds common-sense solutions to challenges.

It is for these reasons that I endorse Len for New Hampshire State Rep-
resentative, representing a new district that serves both Amherst and Bed-
ford. I trust Len Gerzon to be our voice in Concord. He is one of us.

Sincerely,
Bruce Bowler
Amherst

I Ask for Your Vote for State Rep
To the editor:

On November 6  citizens of Amherst will vote to elect not only the Pres-
ident of the United States, a Representative to Congress and the Governor 
of New Hampshire, but also a number of state and county officials. Among 
those whom we will be electing are our representatives to the NH General 
Court, those whom we frequently call our “state reps.” For the past several 
sessions, Amherst and Milford, together, comprised Hillsborough County, 
District 6. Eight seats in the 400 member House were elected from District 
6.  Under the newly drawn district map, Amherst stands alone as Hillsbor-
ough County, District 22.  We will have three representatives. 

I am running for one of the seats in District 22.  I look forward to serving 
the people of Amherst with dedication and common sense.  I am commit-
ted to maintaining fiscal discipline, building a vibrant economy, attract-
ing jobs to our state, protecting our natural resources, respecting privacy 
and ensuring that our citizens have access to a quality education.  I will 
fight downshifting costs that increase local property taxes. I will work too 
improve government efficiencies and increase transparency. I will be re-
sponsive to the people of Amherst. In Concord, I will address our common 
concerns and represent our shared values. I will work tirelessly to find solu-
tions to the problems our state faces through sincere debate, innovation 
and collaboration.  I encourage you to contact me if you are interested in 
learning more about my campaign. Please feel free to call me at 672-6540 
or email me at shannon.chandley@gmail.com.  I, respectfully, ask for your 
vote.

Sincerely,
Shannon Chandley
Amherst

Reelect Charlie Bass to Congress
To the editor:

My fellow residents of Congressional District 2. We have yet again anoth-
er general election coming in just a few short weeks. And yet again our cur-
rent Congressman Charlie Bass is faced with the same opposition he had 
two years ago. Charlie has always been there for us as individuals and for 
our District in the total scheme of things when we are placed in competi-
tion with fellow states for various federal grants. He always comes through 
for District 2. I also want to point out to you, that Congressman Bass has 
been awarded numerous awards for his committed work to his District and 
to the United States when voting on various bills, that being the Concord 
Coalition award, the “Economic Patriot” award. Well, Charlie Bass just re-
ceived another very important and prestige’s endorsement for his relection 
to Congress. He has been endorsed by Former Chief of Staff to President 
Bill Clinton, Erskine Bowles and by Alan Simpson, Former United States 
Senator. They have endorsed him for his Leadership, Courage, and Biparti-
san work to put our nation back on a path of fiscal responsibility and eco-
nomic growth. Congratulations Congressman Bass, we are proud of you 
and thank you once again for your hard work for the citizens of District 2. 
So all said and done, we need to reelect Charlie Bass to Congress, this is a 
no brainer folks. 

Regards, 
Bill Modis
Amherst 

A Community of Readers
To the editor:

The SHS Summer Reading Committee and members of the literacy team 
would like to thank the wonderful people in our community who support 
literature and reading at Souhegan High School. There are two reading 
programs that involve many people in the area.

Summer Reading at Souhegan is an all-school event. Our summer read-
ing list is extensive, providing a wide variety of titles. Every staff member 
and student chooses a book from the list in June, reads it over the summer 
and meets early in September in small groups to take part in discussions. 
Many of our students choose to read several books on the list.

The folks at the Amherst Town Library and the Daland Memorial Li-
brary in Mont Vernon are invaluable resources for students who need ac-
cess to these books during the summer months. Ruslyn, Carlos, Carole, 
Sarah, Karen and the rest of the staff at both libraries do a marvelous job 
keeping these books on hand. How lucky we are to have such fine libraries 
in our communities! We appreciate the dedication these people show to 
our students throughout the year. Additionally, the Toadstool Bookshop 
in Milford makes summer reading books available to our students at a dis-
counted rate, and their well-read staff offers valuable input for the creation 
of our list. We thank them for their support!

In addition to Summer Reading, the Community Readers program brings 
adults from the community into the high school several times a year to dis-
cuss literary novels with our English students. We’d like to thank Nancy 
Head, and Paula & David Schmida for helping us organize our Commu-
nity Readers program. Nancy, Paula, David, and several other community 
members bring with them rich experiences and literary knowledge, and 
help students develop a deeper understanding of classroom titles. As we 
head into another school year at Souhegan, we look forward to seeing our 
Community Readers at Souhegan and thank them for their commitment 
to our kids.

We do many things very well in our schools, but do them even better 
with the support of our local community. On behalf of all of us at Souhe-
gan, thank you, and happy reading!

Lisa Petrie, Library Media Specialist
Jeanne Sturges, Literacy Coordinator
Aimee Gibbons, English Teacher
John Ranta, Media Arts Teacher

Thank You for Voting!
To the editor:

First of all, I would like to thank all of the people who voted on Tuesday, 
September 11th.  It does not matter whether you voted Republican or Dem-
ocrat, or whether you voted for me or one of the other qualified candidates 
on the ballot.  What matters is that you exercised your God given right to 
vote.  Today as our flag is being torn down and burned around the world, 
and as our fellow citizens who represent the United States are being bru-
tally murdered, it is important that we all vote; that we do not take this im-
portant right for granted; that we are not apathetic.  

So thank you for voting!
I would also like to thank all of the constituents who voted for me, and 

especially those who placed my signs in their yards.  I was truly humbled by 
the number of people who cast their vote on my behalf.

As the campaign season ramps up to November, I will again be asking for 
your support.  Regardless of whether you ultimately vote for me or another 
candidate, get involved on November 6thand again exercise that God given 
right to vote.  Millions of Americans have in the past, and are still, fighting 
and dying to protect that right.  You can pay them no greater tribute than 
to GET OUT AND VOTE!  Do not let their sacrifices be in vain! 

Thank you,
Representative Stephen Stepanek
Amherst


