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Congress Has Forgotten How to 
Oversee the Executive Branch

By Lee H. Hamilton
 
You’ve likely never heard of William Natcher, which would have 

been just fine with him. Natcher, from Kentucky, spent four decades 
in Congress, many of them as one of the powerful Appropriations 
subcommittee chairs known as “the College of Cardinals.” They were 
feared and respected not just by their colleagues, but, more impor-
tantly, by the people who ran executive-branch departments.

These days, there are no Cardinals. As Scott Lilly, a longtime con-
gressional staffer who now teaches at Georgetown University, put it 
recently in an insightful article, the chairmen are now “more like a rag 
tag band of parish priests.”

I’m telling you this because what might seem like a bit of obscure 
congressional trivia is actually a key reason Congress is often inef-
fective as an institution and why power has shifted to the executive 
branch. Congress still oversees executive agencies, but not very well. 
The disappearance of legislators like Natcher is a big reason why.

Watching Bill Natcher at work was a lesson in what it means for 
Congress to be a co-equal branch of government. He prepared pains-
takingly for his subcommittee hearings, and then spent days grilling 
administration officials, making them explain their policies and hold-
ing them accountable for every dollar they’d spent and proposed to 
spend. He wasn’t rude or impatient or partisan — officials of both par-
ties knew they’d be treated courteously, but that when they came be-
fore him, they’d better know their budgets and operations in detail 
and be able to justify every increase they proposed.

Most of the Appropriations subcommittee chairs did this. They se-
cured the information Congress needed to make informed decisions 
about the federal budget and government policies. And they put the 
executive branch on notice that Congress was watching its every 
move.

Various changes have undermined this role, including the time now 
spent on fundraising and public relations instead of committee busi-
ness, and Congress’s excessive reliance on omnibus and supplemental 
bills. Power has shifted away from congressional experts who had the 
time and interest to oversee executive agencies.

Why does this matter? Because the appropriations process is the 
strongest lever Congress controls to ensure that taxpayers’ money is 
being spent effectively and wisely. When legislators no longer have the 
skills, interest or ability to gather the detailed information they need 
to hold executive-branch officials accountable, Congress simply can-
not do its job properly. It leaves the power of the executive unchecked.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at Indiana 
University. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

Laurie Sanborn Will Grow the 
New Hampshire Economy
To the editor:

There will be some familiar names on your November 6th ballot when 
you cast your votes for State Representative. Our Amherst Representatives 
have done a magnificent job of controlling state spending, making our gov-
ernment live within its means, and promoting an economy in New Hamp-
shire that leads the nation – even in these very difficult times. Steve Ste-
panek, Bob Rowe, and Peter Hansen certainly deserve to be re-elected so 
they can continue their great work. But you will also see a new name on 
the Republican line: Laurie Sanborn, who is running in the new district we 
share with her town of Bedford. Laurie is new to Amherst but not to the 
New Hampshire House. She was elected in 2010 while living in Henniker 
and quickly made a name for herself at the State House by creating the larg-
est pro-business caucus in state history, called the NH House Business Co-
alition. Since Laurie formed the House Business Coalition in January 2011, 
the non-partisan group has grown to over 100 legislators and has succeed-
ed in passing over 50 bills that substantially improve the climate for job 
creation and economic growth in our state.  These bills have made critical 
tax reforms, improved our state’s competitiveness in attracting and retain-
ing employers, and have significantly reduced excessive regulations and red 
tape. Laurie and her husband, the next State Senator from district 9 – Andy 
Sanborn, own The Draft, an award-winning restaurant in Concord. They 
know that small business is the backbone of the New Hampshire econo-
my. Both have become active in state government to ensure that we have a 
positive business climate that rewards entrepreneurial risk-taking and pro-
motes private sector job growth. We need to send Laurie Sanborn back to 
the NH House to continue her work growing the New Hampshire economy 
while ensuring that taxpayer dollars are spent wisely to serve the needs of 
our citizens. Please join me in casting a vote for Laurie Sanborn for State 
Representative on November 6th.

Mark Vincent
Amherst

Reps Need to Explain Their Votes
To the editor:

With the fall elections rapidly approaching, I have taken a little time to 
review the voting records of our three incumbent state representatives (Pe-
ter Hansen, Bob Rowe and Steve Stepanek). As members of the Republican 
Party, a voter would expect them to be pro-business, pro-growth,  and ded-
icated to creating good jobs for New Hampshire residents.

I must ask then, why all three voted against establishing a State health 
insurance exchange that would create more competitive opportunities for 
the self employed and small business owners to secure health insurance 
coverage? It seems to me that the small business owner is singularly disad-
vantaged in competing for quality employees by their inability to find com-
petitively priced health insurance.

I must also ask why all three representatives voted to terminate the New 
Hampshire Rail Transit Authority, effectively blocking an opportunity for 
the State to accept a $3.5 million federal  transportation grant to conduct a 
feasibility study? Wouldn’t high speed rail transit afford more New Hamp-
shire workers faster access to the Massachusetts employment market, and 
conversely, New Hampshire employers better access to the Massachu-
setts labor market? Wouldn’t high speed rail also reduce the congestion on 
Routes 3 and 93, enhancing access to our tax free retail markets?

Why would all three representatives vote to cut state aid to our universi-
ty system, which is already the highest cost state university system in New 
England and already receives the lowest per capita state aid for higher ed-
ucation of any state in the nation? Don’t we want to entice our well educat-
ed New Hampshire students to be educated in-state in order to supply the 
high skilled labor that our businesses will need to compete globally?

Is it possible that our three incumbent representatives are more interest-
ed in party doctrine and  currying favor with the House leadership, than in 
voting in the interests of their constituents?

I would certainly welcome their response.

Paul D. Spiess
Amherst

Promises Made - Promises Kept 
Here is what your Representatives accomplished for YOU: 

LIVED WITHIN OUR MEANS 

 Passed a 11% smaller state budget and still provided for citizens’ needs 
 Passed a state budget that includes no new taxes or fees 
 Balanced the budget without gimmicks, borrowing, or selling state assets. 

REDUCED AND REFORMED TAXES 

 Eliminated the motor vehicle registration surcharge 
 Eliminated the tax on internet services 

IMPROVED CLIMATE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES and JOBS 

 Passed over 80 bills reducing business and consumer regulatory burdens, 
putting out the “Open for Business” sign again 

ELECTION INTEGRITY 

 Passed a Photo ID requirement for voting to prevent fraud 

THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES ON YOUR BALLOT ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND MORE! 

Vote FOR All Our Republican HOUSE Candidates: 
Peter Hansen   Robert Rowe 

Laurie Sanborn  Stephen Stepanek 

 Vote FOR SENATOR   Peter Bragdon 

WE WILL STRIVE FOR A FISCALLY PRUDENT  
AND COST EFFECTIVE GOVERNMENT THAT MEETS THE NEEDS OF 

OUR CITIZENS 
 

VOTE REPUBLICAN ON NOVEMBER 6 
This advertisement paid for by the Amherst Republican Committee 

When it comes to meeting your financial goals, you really 
only need to see one person. At Edward Jones, we strive  
to meet all your financial services needs while providing 
exceptional personalized service. 

Because we serve individual investors and business 
owners, all of our energy and resources are dedicated to 
helping you reach your long-term financial goals. That’s 
why we live and work in your community. We meet with 
you face to face to discuss the key steps to creating your 
financial strategy. 

You talk, we listen, and we get to know you.

Why go anyWhere else?

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.
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Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101a
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Estate Planning*

Annuities 

Retirement Plan Rollovers
and Consolidation

Equities

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

Trent Blalock, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

64 South St Suite 1
Milford, NH 03055
603-672-5819

For more information or to schedule a complimentary financial review, call or
stop by the Edward Jones location nearest you. 

Estate Planning*

Retirement Plan Rollovers
and Consolidation

Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520 

Jason Nero
Financial Advisor

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Call or visit any of our 4 financial advisors in the Souhegan Valley area. 
To find an Edward Jones office near you, call 1-800-ED-JONES.

Trent Blalock, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

64 South St Suite 1
Milford, NH 03055
603-672-5819 

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

When Jesus told the rich to give to the poor, 
he did not call it socialism.  He called it 

the Kingdom of God.

I call it helping those in need.

Vote for John Shonle 
State Representative
Amherst District 22

Paid for by Shonle for Representative, John Shonle fiscal agent.

Amherst, NH • 603-249-5801
email: info@neip-sales.com

Example: PostBase 30

Mail Room Solutions
For small offices to large, we offer 
postage meter solutions that are quiet, 
dependable and economical with  
options to suit your needs. Best of all, 
we’re right here in Amherst. Call us!

SRH Landscape Design, llc

n Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 
n Plantings n Walkways n Patios
n Water Features n Walls
n Driveways and Aprons 

...the art of light 
scaping!

amherst, nh | 603.801.4136 | srhlandscapedesign.com
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