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Town NewsEvents Calendar
A Film About What is Right With the World

The documentary film “I Am” will be shown free of charge at Wilton Town Hall 
Theatre on Sunday, October 21 at 4:30. The film was so well-received when we 
showed it last February that we decided to show it again to give folks a break from 
the current climate of political divisiveness.  The film is directed by Tom Shadyac, a 
successful Hollywood director who amassed all the outward trappings of success 
but found, after a life-threatening injury, that the mansions and the private jet did 
not mean much any more.

He decided to take a small crew and travel around the world interviewing scien-
tists and academics to ask two basic questions: What’s wrong in the world? and 
How can we fix it?  The director and his crew ended up finding out that a lot of 
things are right in the world.

The film is sponsored by Souhegan Transition Town Network and Women Making 
a Difference.   Admission free. Donations welcome.

Join The Fight to End Breast Cancer Forever
Register now for the American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast 

Cancer® 3.5 mile walk on Sunday, October 14, 2012 at Greeley Park, Nashua 
starting at 10:00 am. By participating in this inspiring event, you not only honor 
and celebrate those impacted by breast cancer, but every step you take and every 
dollar raised helps save lives. When more walkers raise money to fight breast can-
cer, there will be more survivors able to celebrate more birthdays. 

To register, or for more information, visit cancer.org/stridesonline, call 1-800-
227-2345  or email strides _ nashua@cancer.org. 

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior  
Women’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. 

For more information, please contact membership chairwoman Kathy Wason at 
membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Photographers Forum Competition Meeting
Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, October 15 at 

7:15 at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. This competition meeting has three 
categories: Assigned: “Culture/Tradition”, Challenge: “Splash” and Open.  We are 
an informal club offering educational programs for all ability levels and the opportu-
nity to meet people with similar interests.  We meet on the 1st and 3 rd Mondays 
of the month. Be our guest for your first meeting. Dues are $30/year thereafter for 
individuals, $50 for dual families and $15 for full-time students. 

For more information go to www.photographersforum.org and www.facebook.
com/photographersforumcameraclub  

Ponomah Bog, New Hampshire Class, October 
2012 - New England Wild Flower Society

New England Wild Flower Society’s Education Department has announced its 
field trip Wednesday, October 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., to Ponemah Bog, Amherst. The 
centerpiece of a 75-acre sanctuary in southern New Hampshire, Ponemah Bog is 
less than an hour’s drive from Boston. At the center of the property lies a three-
acre kettle hole pond, encircled by a floating mass of sphagnum moss. The pond 
and bog are easily accessible by a boardwalk which includes spur trails to four 
viewing platforms. 

Fall is a beautiful time of year in a bog and instructor Roland “Boot” Boutwell, 
naturalist, expects to see a host of plants, including pitcher plants, sundews, tama-
racks and cotton grass.  Fee: $38 (Member) / $46 (Nonmember). Pre-registration 
is required either online or by calling the registrar (508-877-7630). 

HELP WANTED

Amherst Conservation Commission – 
An Equal-Opportunity Employer

ACC needs trail stewards to be  the primary care givers to make monthly physi-
cal check-up walks on their adopted trails, clearing minor fallen limbs and seasonal 
growth, maintaining trail markings, and reporting major concerns and opportuni-
ties for trail enhancements to the ACC Trails Manager.  ACC properties where trails 
will benefit from stewards’ attention include: Joe English Reservation East and 
West, Bicentennial Trail, Pond Parish Town forest, Grater Woods, Patch Hill, and 
Pulpit Brook and Joppa Hill Farm.  Standards for trail maintainers are available and 
guides to help plan major trail additions and improvements.  The ACC maintains 25 
miles of trails on the 2,000 open space acres it manages.

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

A significant old private letter pertain-
ing to Amherst recently surfaced on eBay. It 
sheds light on rural architecture in 19th-cen-
tury Amherst, specifically a farmhouse that 
took more than two years to construct, by 
the farmer himself. The letter is postmarked 
“AMHERST, N.H. / FEB. 24” and addressed 
to “Thomas W. Melendy / Germantown Ohio 
/ Montgomery County.”  Inside, the letter is 
dated “Amherst Feby 16 – 1827.” It begins 
“Dear Brother and Sister” and is signed “A. 
W.”; the initials TWM and CSM appear to the 
left of the signatory initials.

The letter writer was Aaron Wilkins Jr. 
(1778-1862), born in Middleton, Mass. as the 
eldest child of Aaron Sr. who settled in Am-
herst, N.H., in the spring of 1779. (Middle-
ton was also the hometown of Amherst’s first 
minister, Rev. Daniel Wilkins, who had ar-
rived in Amherst in 1740 and was first cousin 
of Aaron Sr.’s pa.) When Sr. was killed at age 
55 in 1800 by a falling tree, he left his wid-
ow Lydia nee Smith (1755-1837) with 8 un-
married children. The next-to-
youngest, Clara Smith Wilkins 
(1792-1867) was married in 
1819 to Thomas W. Melendy 
(1789-1881) of Amherst. It was 
to this brother-in-law Thom-
as and sister Clara that Aaron 
Jr. wrote the letter. Arrival of 
Helpless Stranger

On the first page, Aaron 
wrote about a remarkable re-
cent event in his household: “I 
suppose you hear pretty much 
all the news that are a going in 
this quarter, but whether you 
have heard or not – I would just 
mention to you about a stranger 
that came to see us on the 25th 
of January about 2 o’clock in 
the morning, naked, destitute 
and in want of all things and 
so completely helpless that he 
could give no account of him-
self nor tell any thing what he 
wanted. But we have so great a 
regard for him that as instru-

ments in the hand of Providence we are en-
deavouring to do what we can to make him 
comfortable in hopes that if his life is spared, 
he will by and by be able to speak and act for 
himself. We know not but that there is as fair 
a prospect as human frailty will admit of. 
There has not been much enquiry yet to find 
out what his name is but I rather expect it is 
Aaron.”
House Built by Aaron Wilkins Jr.

A. W. continued with other news: “For more 
than 2 years past I have been very busily en-
gaged about building a house and the way I get 
along it will take a great while yet but how long 
I can’t tell. I got the outside boarded and shin-
gled [and] glazed, chamber floor laid, stairs up 
chamber and down cellar, dug a cellar under 
the whole, got it stoned and the house under-
pinned in a coarse and rough manner, [and] 
chimney laid. The frame is 37 1/2 by 26 1/2.”

Near the end of the letter, Aaron again took 
up the subject of his new house:  “Perhaps 
you would like to know the plan of our new 
house so I thought I would mark it out a little 
– thinking that I could give you a clearer idea 

of it than I could any other way.” At this point 
he sketched out the ground floor lay-out, then 
continued: “A year ago last fall I did a great 
job about the well, took up the stones and dug 
it 15 or 16 feet deeper. It cost me 46 days work. 
We have had a great plenty of good water ever 
since. The well is now 44 feet. I think it is the 
deepest well in town.”

The floor plan shows a 6-room house with 
a center-chimney that has three fireboxes and 
one bake oven. The kitchen is the left front 
room, 16 feet 2 inches by 16 feet 9 inches mi-
nus the up and down stairwell which lies at 
the back of it; it has a “closet” beside the chim-
ney, three windows, and four doors, one of 
which is the side door to the outside. Behind 
the kitchen are two little rooms, labeled “sink 
room / 6 by 7 1/2 [feet]” and “milk room / 6 by 8 
1/2,” each with a single window, unheated. The 
parlor is the right front room, 15 feet 3 inches 
by 15 feet 6 inches, with a fireplace, chimney 
closet, and three windows. Behind the par-
lor are two bedrooms. The “large bed room / 
11 by 18” has a small fireplace and one (west) 
window, and can be reached from either the 

kitchen or the parlor. The “small bed 
room / 7 1/2 by 11” has a north win-
dow but no fireplace (brrr); one has 
to walk through the large bedroom 
to reach the small one. The well is 
marked just outside the front door. 
The house faces east (where presum-
ably the road lies).

An old photo, believed by his de-
scendants to be of Aaron Wilkins’ 
homestead, depicts a one-story house 
with center-chimney and barn.  Bill 
Veillette, former head of the New 
Hampshire Historical Society, long-
time board member of the Histori-
cal Society of Amherst and owner of 
an antique house in Amherst, offered 
this comparison of the 1827 floor 
plan with that old photo:

“The picture of the house is inter-
esting. I think it could be a plausible 
structure for the plan that is drawn in 
the letter for the following reasons:

Historic Amherst

Naked, Destitute Stranger Welcomed at 
Mack Hill Farm

News in Letter of 1827 Includes Floor Plan of New House

“$178,000 Warrant Article for Amherst Transfer Station”

Sue Morbey checking out how much money the town saved by recycling - 
2011 it exceeded $178,000!

Birth Announcement
Simon Grant Breeding is now part of our lives
With a blissful disposition and constant sparkle in his eyes
He has filled our home with immense pride and joy
We are most grateful to God for this special little boy.

 

The 15th of April was Simon’s birthday
Southern NH Medical Center was the place we did stay
The time of arrival was 9:07 at night
And at 9lb 8oz he was a big healthy sight!

 

He was 22 inches from his head to his toes,
And joins 3 others siblings in a family that grows.
Phil and Isabelle of Amherst are proud parents its true,
There is no greater blessing than life so new.

 

Oh God in heaven please hear our prayer
We give unending thanks for this soul so dear
We promise to raise him in goodness and truth
And that his greatest virtues may be learned in his youth

 

And from this present day to eternity
May Simon, meaning “one who hears,”  hear always from Thee.

Tracking Your House & Land –   
A Detective’s Quest!

AMHERST – Have you ever won-
dered how old your house really is 
- or how far back you can trace the 
history of your land? Please join the 
Historical Society of Amherst’s ge-
nealogist Jackie Marshall as she ex-
plains how to unlock the secrets of 
your home & land through deeds, 

probate, and other historical doc-
uments. This exciting program will 
be held on Monday, October 15th at 
7:30 p.m. in the vestry of the Con-
gregational Church of Amherst. 
This program is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
served.

End portion of 1827 letter by “A. W.” of Amherst, N.H., to Thomas W. 
Melendy & wife C.S.M. in Ohio, showing floor plan of house under 
construction.

AMHERST – Imagine the reaction by the voters if such a warrant arti-
cle were to be put on the town ballot this year!  Take a look at the new white 
board at the Transfer Station and you see that last year’s recycling meant over 
$178,000 to Amherst through a combination of dollars generated by the re-
cycled items plus the money saved by keeping those items out of the waste 
stream.  If we did not recycle, town costs would have been $178,000 higher.

However our recycling rate is stuck between 22% and 25%.  We can and 
need to do better to continue to drive down costs.  The effort to recycle is 
minimal compared to the cost savings.  While none of us want taxes to go up 
we have to ask ourselves what we are we doing to help keep costs down.  Recy-
cling is easy and pays off.  Increasing recycling to just 30% translates to about 
$16,000 in additional cost savings.

Three items that are easy to recycle and have impact on reducing town costs 
are: glass, cardboard, and newspapers and magazines.  So if you are not now 
recycling please pull at least those items out and toss them in the well marked 
containers.

Send comments or questions to: talking_trash@amherstnh.gov

Submitted by The Solid Waste Task Force
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Back to School - Back to Work
Don’t let your pet stay home alone! 

Offering “Play All Day Doggie Care”! Just $15/day 
Dropoff 7am, Pickup by 6pm Call for details:

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

No Fumbles!
Don’t hurt yourself! Let an expert 
handle your pesky projects so you 

can take in a little football!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996


