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2012-2013 Session   
Calendar:

We run five 6-wk sessions 
during the school year  

Session 1     week of  Sept. 17 - Oct. 
2 (done)

Session 2     week of  Nov. 5 - Dec. 14 
(no storytimes Nov. 22 and 23--Thanksgiv-

ing)
Session 3     week of  Jan. 7 - Feb. 15
Session 4     week of  Mar. 4 - April 12
Session 5     week of  April 29 - June 7

STORYTIMES BEGIN!

SESSION 1
Starts Sep. 17 and runs to October 26
Baby Listeners  ( newborn-2yrs.)
Fridays at 10:30
Caregivers present

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity for babies 
and their caregivers to gather for rhymes, songs and 
puppets. Emphasis is on tradition-
al rhymes that reinforce language 
patterns and provide for parent/
child interaction. A simple book or 
two intended for this age is gener-
ally highlighted.
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds)
Tuesdays at 10:00
Caregivers present

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 
year olds who are just beginning to 
discover the joy of books and sto-
ries!  

We mix it up with simple rhymes, 
songs, and puppets to appeal to a 
toddler’s attention span.  Each ses-
sion concludes with a simple craft 
for the caregiver and child to cre-

ate together.  Come and join us, we have 
lots of fun!
Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.)
Thurs. at 10:00
Thurs. at 1:00pm

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is 
designed for the longer attention 
span of the preschool-kindergarten 
set. These action-packed 40 minute 
programs include a wide variety of 
books, finger plays, and songs.  At 
the conclusion of each session, care-

takers are invited to come in and as-
sist their children with a simple craft.

All groups meet once per week for 
six-week sessions which run from Sep-

tember until June. No registration is re-
quired.  

For more information, please call 603-673-2288 
and ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  For up-to-date 
information concerning library programs and events, 
please visit our website, www.amherst.lib.nh.us and 
click on Calendar of Events.                                                                                            
Paws for Reading---Anna and Leo return!!

Anna and Leo, our reading therapy dogs, and their 
handler, Carol, will be here to listen to our children 
read on Tuesday, Oct. 9  from 3:30 to 4:30, and on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13 from 10:30 to 11:30.  This is a wonderful 
way for beginning readers to practice their skills, and 
it’s lots of fun for more experienced readers, too!  To 
register for a 15-minute reading appointment, please 

call Miss Sarah or Miss Sue at 673-
2288.

 

Monday, Oct. 29 @ 3:30pm

THIS JUST IN!!!
Steve Blunt
Will be joining us for our 3rd 
annual 
Not-So-Scary 
Halloween Party!!
Everyone is welcome-
WEAR YOUR COSTUME!!

It’s About Conservation

Theme & Variations
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

The Theme:  The Power of Place
Variations:  Sometimes obscure, but related

Recently we tried downsizing.  It didn’t work.  A few 
items were deported; however, the survivors easily ex-
panded to fill the gaps.  One category of things was 
sacred ground: books, real books.  As you must know 
by now, I often turn to our book shelves for material 
to use in these essays.  No exception today.

The places we discovered and explored as young 
people and the memories of them are foundational in 
our lives.  In “Give Me The Hills” Miriam Underhill 
wrote about her introduction to the New Hampshire 
forests at age 6.

My early childhood’s most memorable experience 
was a trip, the summer of my sixth birthday, into a re-
mote wilderness region of northern New Hampshire.  
The mountains around, the northern foothills of the 
White Mountains, were merely hills.  It was the for-
est that entranced me and the feeling of primitive re-
moteness.  I was allowed to go by myself to the bram-
bles of the river bank, to a great boulder in the dark, 
cool woods.  I got there my first taste of the wild, un-
crowded places of the earth.  For years afterward, I 
cherished these impressions in my thoughts.

Richard Louv, writing in “Last Child in the Woods”, 
has this to say: 

Children need Nature for the healthy develop-
ment of their senses, and, therefore, for learning and 
creativity. This need is revealed in two ways: by an 
examination of what happens to the senses of the 
young when they lose connection with nature; and 
by witnessing the sensory magic that occurs when 
young people – even those beyond childhood- are 
exposed to even the smallest direct experience of a 
natural setting.

Numbers and examples abound about the young 
person’s need for ties to the natural world.  For Em-
ily, the young heroine of A Tree Grows In Brooklyn, 
the natural world was a single tree growing out of a 
crack in the concrete.  Miriam’s stretched across the 
North Country from Franconia to Aziscohas and 
the peaks of the world.  Mine expanded every time 
we moved.  First, it was a field with one large boulder 

next to the house in Wa-
tertown.  Then it became 
the woods of New Ca-
naan where we could hike 
a mile past forest pools to 
camp by the reservoir.  By 
high school time, we had moved again to Kent beside 
the Housatonic River.  I could still take you up the 
tote roads we learned on the Indian Reservation on 
Scatacook Mountain leading to Civil War-era char-
coal pits that supplied the iron furnaces below.  One 
day the dog and I returned home with a rattlesnake 
(beheaded).  No comment on the home front, it was 
accepted.  Just part of seeing what you are looking at, 
as Paul Rezendes would point out. 

Our kids grew up in the same free-to-explore vein.  
Cindy would ride off on her horse with cat riding be-
hind her for a couple of miles to camp somewhere in 
what now is Souhegan Woods.  And Stu pedaled his 
bike up to Pinkham Notch and back.  Dave fished ev-
ery pond from Hollis to Hancock.

Place has a power in each of our lives.  Place now 
is Amherst and the open spaces in abutting towns.  
It is so important that we preserve land in our Place 
that is open for young minds and bodies of all ages 
to explore unfettered.  Emily had to grow up loving 
one tree growing Brooklyn.  We have 2,500 acres 
managed by the Amherst Conservation Commission.  
Now, we look forward to the day when remaining par-
cels in the Merrimack to Bedford Greenway, includ-
ing Grater Woods, can be protected before black top 
sprawl over tops Nature.  Can we do it?  Yes, together 
we have to.

Henry van Dyke writing in Franconia gives our last 
variation:

But there is a nameless valley among the hills 
where you can still trace every curve of the stream; 
and see the foambells floating on the pools be-
low the bridge…There is a small flower trembling 
on its stem in some hidden nook beneath the open 
sky, that never withers throughout all the changing 
years…It abides forever in your soul, unfading word 
of truth and beauty.

Town News

AMHERST - The Amherst Town 
Library presents a Halloween Spe-
cial program for adults, “The Vam-
pire in Literature and Film: A Very 
Strange Love Story,” on Tuesday, 
October 23 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Johnson Meeting Room.  Pre-
senter Sue Weaver Schopf is As-
sociate Dean and Director of the 
Master of Liberal Arts Program, 
Research Advisor in the Human-
ities, and Lecturer at the Harvard 
Extension School.  In 2010, she cre-
ated a new course, “The Vampire in 
Literature and Film,” which became 
the largest humanities course ever 
offered at the Harvard Extension 
School and drew a world-wide audi-
ence.   The course garnered a great 
deal of unexpected attention.   She 
was asked to write an article for the 
Times of London, was interviewed 
by the Boston Globe, the Chicago 
Tribune, MTV.com, and many oth-
er publications; and, she appeared 
on several NPR programs.   Every-
one asked the same question: why 
vampires and why so many of them 

now?  We are delighted to have her 
come to the Amherst Town Library!

The vampire is everywhere in 
popular culture today.   Although 
this mythic creature has occurred 
in diverse mythologies for thou-
sands of years, and occupied the 
literary imagination of authors and 
audiences for over two hundred, at 
no other time has it been represent-
ed in such an intriguing variety of 
ways.   Most surprising, the vam-
pire has morphed from a terrifying 
figure of pure evil to a handsome, 
self-hating outsider who only seeks 
community with humans. 

 What do we make of this global 
phenomenon? How can we account 
for the popularity, adaptability, and 
unique appeal of the vampire fig-
ure? With what fears and fantasies 
in the human psyche does it con-
nect? This lecture will explore the 
evolution of the myth—including 
its anthropological, historical, and 
psychological origins—in an at-
tempt to answer all these intriguing 
questions.

Presentations at the Library are 
free and open to the public.   How-
ever, registration is REQUIRED for 
our adult programs due to space 
limitations. You can register for one 
or all of the It’s All About Time se-
ries programs for adults by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

The Vampire in Literature and Film: 
A Very Strange Love Story

“Sending your kids off to college can be a stressful time 
for parents, and so can coming up with the cash to pay 
tuition bills. We understand the burden on families in 
a challenging economy and are here to help.”

 Timothy M. Naro
 Sr. Vice President, Lending & Branch Operations

Starts Low. Stays Low.

2.49%*

apr

gscu.org/borrow • 800-645-GSCU (4728)

Home Equity Line of Credit

• Low Rates

• No Closing Costs

• No Checking Account Required

• Online Application

• Local Mortgage Professionals

Home must be a 1-4 family primary residence. 10 or 15 year Home Equity Line of Credit with a maximum LTV of 80%, minimum line of credit of $40,000 and minimum credit 
score of 640 to qualify. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is fixed until 1/28/2014 with a variable rate of Prime minus .25% thereafter. Prime Rate is based on the Wall Street 
Journal Prime Rate. The 2.49% APR is based on an amount of $40,000 for a term of 15 years. At the end of the initial fixed rate period, the Minimum APR for the Variable 
Rate Equity Line is 3.00% with a Maximum APR of 18.00%. No closing costs on Home Equity Line of Credit if $40,000 minimum line or loan amount, GSCU is in second lien 
position, and home is not for sale. Minimum fee incurred if GSCU is in first lien position or title is in a trust. Early termination fee of $425 applies if loan is paid in full within 3 
years. A fee of $45 is due annually. Hazard Insurance is required. Other rates and terms available. Offer subject to change at any time. Federally insured by NCUA.

AMHERST • CANDIA • CONCORD • MANCHESTER • NASHUA • SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Granite State Credit Union • We are New Hampshire!

(603) 472-8200
280 Route 101, Bedford, NH

www.mirsultanrugs.com

Open Mon - Sat
9 am- 5 pm

Expert Restoration • Cleaning/Hand Washing • Pickup & Delivery • Storage Service

Fabulous Fall 
Arrivals!
Arts & Crafts, Ikats, 
Suzanis and more

Sundays
By Appt.

Sue Weaver Schopf


