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1.  They both show a 5-bay front 
with two windows on the gable ends.

2.  They both show a center-chim-
ney.

3.  The orientation of the gable 
ends allows for the stairs to the up-
per chamber to work (i.e., there is 
a gable wall at the top of the stairs 
rather than a sloped roof to hit your 
head on).

4.  Assuming the window sash is 
the typical 2’ wide (based on 7”x9” 
glass panes and 1” muntins), the pic-
ture shows a house that is plausibly 
37 1/2 ft. x 27 1/2 ft.  

It’s too bad the photo doesn’t show 
a well-house that would validate 
the presence of a well to the left of 
the front door.  But, by the time of 
this photo, maybe there was anoth-
er source of water and the well-house 
removed and the well capped.”
Architectural Style of 1825

Quite a number of houses were 
built in the Village of Amherst in 
the two years directly following the 
construction of the brick court-
house (now Town Hall) in 1823 – in 
the fashionable Federal style, with 
chimneys and fireplaces against ex-
ternal walls. A pair of brick man-
sions: the hip-roofed, 3-story one 
at 117 Boston Post Road, 40 by 20 
feet with 22 by 13 foot ell, begun in 
March 1823 by Timothy Danforth 
(1778-1855); and the larger and 
more elegant one of attorney Robert 
Means Jr. (1786-1842) at 201 Boston 
Post Road, completed in Sept. 1825 
by an out-of-town master build-
er and mason who constructed it 
in eleven months. Look-alike hip-
roofed dwellings of 2-over-2 rooms 
with two chimneys along the back 
walls: the house at 154 Amherst 
Street (41 by 20 feet with a two-sto-
ry ell of 25 by 18 feet), construct-
ed by Hiram Leavitt (1802-1842), a 
joiner, from 1824 to 1825; and the 
one at 6 Main Street, built for Da-
vid Holmes (1778-1867), a manu-
facturer and merchant. Two-story 

neighbors with typical gabled roofs: 
the 4-over-4-room house at 97 Bos-
ton Post Road built in 1824 for three 
spinster Wakefield sisters, who used 
one side of ground floor for their 
millinery shop; and the one at 99 
BPR, built in 1825 by Moses Hills 
(1781-1855), a housewright and 
joiner, with two chimneys along 
the back walls of 2-over-2 rooms of 
main section.

Wilkins’ farmhouse, by contrast, 
harked back to an earlier style, with 
central chimney, and was more eco-
nomical, and practical for a farm-
er. What a pity that Aaron Wilkins’ 
house is no longer standing. Never-
theless, the letter is a precious pri-
mary source for farmhouse archi-
tecture of the time.
168 Mack Hill Road

Where was the house? Aaron 
Wilkins Sr. (1745-1800) in 1790 
bought 66-acre Second Division 
lot number 90 in Amherst. The 

deed (Hillsborough County 26:18) 
gives no further clue as to loca-
tion, but the Proprietors map hang-
ing in Town Hall shows that lot to 
be in the north end of town. How-
ard Locke’s house notes identify 168 
Mack Hill Road (Locke’s 129 Town) 
as the modern-day lot that corre-
sponds to the Aaron Wilkins Sr. 
& Jr. homestead. Bill Wichman of 
the Historical Society of Amherst, 
who has used graphics software to 
overlay a modern road map onto 
another Proprietors map on which 
lot 90 is labeled “Wilkins,” con-
firmed that 129T lies on that lot. 
It’s the house marked “A. Wilkins” 
on 1858 map and “A. S. Wilkins” 
on 1892 map of Amherst, located 
almost directly north of the Com-
mon, on the west side of the road, 
near the Mont Vernon boundary. 
In those days the road continued 
north and northeasterly to intersect 
with Brook Road and Chestnut Hill 

Road, but the north-most portion 
of Mack Hill Road, still in Amherst, 
got swallowed up by the U.S. gov-
ernment’s tracking station land, so 
today the road dead-ends.
Bride & Son

Aaron Wilkins Jr., according to 
his obituary (Farmers’ Cabinet, 3 
July 1862), “was one of our oldest 
and most respected citizens – a man 
of unblemished integrity and with-
out an enemy – beloved by all who 
knew him.” Junior was 22 years old 
when his father died, the eldest of 8 
children, the youngest being just 5. 
By the time Aaron Jr. wed in Sept. 
1824, all of his siblings were already 
married and had moved away from 
Amherst, three of them to Vermont 
and sister Clara as far as Ohio. At 
age 46, Aaron was married to the 
40-year-old widow of Simeon Flint 
of Mont Vernon, nee Sarah Kend-
all (1784-1861), a great-granddaugh-
ter of first settler Samuel Lamson, 
who had five children ranging in 
age from 9 to 19. Aha, so Aaron 
was building a new house for his 
bride. Their only child, Aaron Smith 
Wilkins was born on 25 Jan. 1827.  

Were you perplexed by the help-
less stranger? Perhaps thinking 
that surely a naked man roaming 
the Amherst countryside couldn’t 
survive long in winter, so couldn’t 
have come from afar? But then why 
wouldn’t his name have been ascer-
tained in a month’s time? Actually, 
Aaron Jr. was announcing the birth 
of his newborn son! With wonder-
ful humor. 

In the 1830 census of Amherst, N. 
H., by which time he had presum-
ably completed his new house, there 
were 5 people in the household: 1 
male under 5 yrs [=baby A.S.W.]; 
1 male 15-19 yrs [=Daniel K. Flint, 
wife’s youngest by first marriage, 
b. 1815]; 1 male 50-59 [=Aaron Jr. 
himself,  52].; 1 female 40-49 [=wife 
Sally, 46]; 1 female 70-79 [=Aaron’s 
mother, Lydia, b. 1755]. 

AMHERST - For twen-
ty-three years Jeannie Weller 
has been hosting The Elegant 
Tea  for Mothers and Daugh-
ters. When her shop Little 
Kids’ Duds was at  Salzburg 
Square in Amherst, the Tea 
took place at the Black Forest 
Cafe and  Restaurant, which 
was also at the Square. Even-
tually Jeannie moved the Tea 
to the Bedford Village Inn 
where it has happily resided 
for 16 years.

The event has become a 
much-loved memory -maker 
that one mother and daugh-
ter fly in from Baltimore every 
year and many others travel 
from New York, Massachu-
setts, Vermont, Connecticut 
and Maine. Of course most 
attendees come from Man-
chester, Bedford, Merrimack, 
Amherst, Hollis, Hudson, Mt. 
Vernon and Milford.

  In addition to an elegant 
setting in the holiday fes-
tooned Great Hall, party fa-
vors are given for everyone, 
often handmade by Jeannie herself. 
Music is provided by  master harp-
ist Bill Tobin of St. Johnsbury, VT. 
At last year’s Tea,  Jeannie’s daugh-
ter Julie Scott was overheard telling 
Bill that he had  been playing for her 
mother’s Teas for over half his life-
time! The only  year he missed was 
the very first one when Christina 
Jolly of Amherst  played her harpsi-
chord.  Karen  Ferrin of Gallery Por-
traits of Salzburg Square  is on hand 
to  take beautiful photos of each at-
tendee. She is an accomplished pho-
tographer who always manages to 
get a fabulous shot.

Once the guests are seated, scones 
and tea are served. A while later a 
luncheon of salads or little sand-
wiches is presented, followed by a 
platter of fantastic finger desserts.

 Over the years hundreds of moth-
ers and their daughters have attend-
ed   the Tea. Now even young men 
are welcomed. And it is always so 
special   when some young women 
come home from college to continue 
the family  tradition.

 For information and reservations 
(required), email jukki@aol.com and 
put Tea as the subject. The Tea is 
Sunday, December 2nd from 1:30-
3:30 PM.
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Garden Club Awards Grant to Opportunity Networks and Summit School
AMHERST - The Amherst Gar-

den Club recently awarded a gar-
dening grant to Opportunity Net-
works in Amherst. Opportunity 
Networks is a non-profit Organi-
zation serving residents from the 
immediate Amherst and Greater 
Nashua area, living with acquired 
and developmental disabilities such 
as Downs Syndrome, Autism and 
Traumatic Brain Injuries. They pro-
vide services to individuals with 
all levels of disabilities, ranging in 
age from their early 20s to late 60s. 
They have been providing employ-
ment placement and support and 
day programming opportunities to 
the community for over 30 years. 

Working in conjunction with The 
Summit School, the project con-
sisted of the planning, design, and 
construction of outdoor raised gar-
den beds, including work table ar-
eas with handicap accessibility. Vol-
unteers from The Summit School 
provided much of the labor in the 
building of the raised flower beds, 
and were chosen by Opportuni-
ty Networks to partner with them 
on this project due to the benefi-
cial aspects the project would have 
not only on their disabled clients, 

but on their students as well. The 
Summit School is a private special 
education high school in Amherst 
that provides services for students 
with emotional and behavioral ed-
ucational disabilities from approxi-
mately twenty-five different school 
districts. The school offers a stan-
dard high school curriculum with 
the therapeutic component of Ad-
venture Based Counseling that fos-
ters cooperation, builds self-esteem, 
and instills trust among all. 

It is important to note, that be-
fore the completion of this project, 
many of Opportunity Networks’ 
disabled clients have never been 
able to participate in gardening 
projects due to their physical lim-
itations, such as wheelchairs, walk-
ers, or other handicaps that makes 
it impossible for them to garden in 
the traditional sense. 

This project will be an on-going 
program at Opportunity Networks, 
and the project goals will include: 
growing vegetables for use in Op-
portunity Networks’ cooking class 
as part of their health and wellness 
program, with the clients donating 
any extra vegetables to local food 
pantries. Another important aspect 

of the gardening project would be 
to grow flowers which the clients 
and students then will donate to 
the elderly living in our communi-
ty, either residing in assisted living 
facilities or  those living at home 
in order to brighten their day. For 
example, Rocky Morelli, Executive 
Director of Opportunity Networks 
said, “The community aspect of 
this gardening project is as import-
ant to our clients as the process of 
growing their plants from start to 
finish. At Opportunity Networks, 

we encourage our clients to be ac-
tively involved as volunteers in their 
community.  Our clients want to be 
a part of the bigger community in 
Southern New Hampshire, and it is 
important for them to view them-
selves as being a vital part of their 
communities. Active community 
involvement has proven to be one of 
the most important aspects of the 
success of our Day Programming.” 

Several community programs 
will directly benefit from this gar-
dening project. 

Elegant Tea for Mothers and Daughters

Jennifer Kendrick and her daughters  Jac-
queline and Victoria at the Elegant Tea for 
Mothers and Daughters.

House believed by his descendants to have been the Aaron Wilkins home-
stead in Amherst, N.H., on west side of upper Mack Hill Road. (Burned 
early in 20th century.)

Clients and staff from Opportunity Networks and students and staff from The 
Summit School show off new handicap accessible raised flower beds that 
were part of a gardening grant awarded by the Amherst Garden Club.

brings to the table all that Amherst 
wants and needs in a Police Chief. 
His years of experience as a patrol-
man, then as an officer within the 
department have given him the 
training required to take over from 
Chief Lyon. His education level and 
commitment to always bettering 
himself has convinced me we have 
made the right decision. I wish him 
well and I look forward to working 
with him in the future”.

Selectman Dwight Brew com-
ments that, “I am extremely pleased 

that Lieutenant Reams applied 
for the position of Amherst Police 
Chief. His interview, training and 
recommendations all convince me 
that Mark will make an excellent 
chief”.

Town Administrator Jim O’Mara 
says “Lieutenant Mark Reams is 
eminently qualified to assume 
command of the department. He is 
a well rounded police professional, 
having worked in all areas in the de-
partment, I am confident he can hit 
the ground running.”

u Lt. Reams Appointed Chief   continued from page 1

late Anna Boardman, one of the li-
brary’s most generous benefactors.  
Please join us for a wonderful hour 
of classical music with this talent-
ed guitarist.  Refreshments will be 
served after the performance.   The 
concert is free and open to the pub-

lic, but tickets are required due to 
limited seating.  They are available 
now at the library circulation desk. 

For further information, please 
call the library at 673-2288 or visit 
the library homepage at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us. 

u Boardman Concert at Library  continued from page 1

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110 

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Our Dentists – Our Patients – Great Invisalign Smiles
 Complimentary Consultation
 Free Teeth Bleaching (when you begin Invisalign)

 iPod® Touch Raffle
 Financing available

Call to schedule your appointment today!

October is Invisalign Month  
 at Lindner Dental!

We’re also  
Invisalign patients! 

Dr. Lesleyann Splagounias 
Dr. Rochelle Lindner 
Dr. Nina Casaverde

Dr. Gary Lindner is the first orthodontist in NH to receive Invisalign Elite Provider status.
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For a Limited Time

$190030 Day 
Risk-Free Trial Only Next to the Amherst 

Post Office

Integrity is HER GYM - no men, no 
children, no housework – it’s clean, 
inviting, a peaceful retreat from a 
busy life. Convenient, available to 
members 24 hours a day. 
An atmosphere of support - 
all women all the time.

Join Now – You could win $2,000!
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Fall Festival Planned at PMEC
AMHERST - The Peabody Mill 

Environmental Center has planned 
the 4th Annual Fall Festival on 
Sunday, October 21 from 1 to 4 p.m.  
The afternoon will offer activities 
featuring the W.I.L.D. Center and 
Zoological Park of New England 
and local musician Amy Conley, 
with special presentations by Boy 
Scout Troop #22 who are celebrat-
ing their 80th year. 

The fun begins at 1 p.m. with a 
WILDLIFE Live Animal Encounter.  
A meet and learn about the Prehen-
sile-tailed Porcupine, the Fennec 
Fox, the Striped Skunk, and more! 

From 2 to 3 p.m. there will be 
games and crafts for all ages, in-
cluding a large-scale “Capture the 
Scarecrow” for the more venture-
some! Take part in the powdered 
donuts on a string, candy in the 
haystack, and games for everyone!  
From 3 to 4 p.m.

Amy Conley will lead a sing along 
around the campfire while we roast 
marshmallows and celebrate the 
harvest season. Amy will have some 
favorite percussion instuments 
available for our yourger musicians!

Local vendors include Hoynacki 
Kettle Korn.  The Cider Mill will be 
on hand for samples and sales along 
with a local garden center (TBA).

Amherst Girls Scout Troop 
#22977 will be selling homemade 
Pumpkin and Cholcolate Whoopie 
Pies.

Seating is limited- purchase your 
tickets early!

Pre-sale tickets are $4 adults/$2 
children 3-18 and will be $5 
adults/$3 children at the door. Chil-
dren 2 and under are free of charge.

Rain location Souhegan High 
School-All ticket-holders will be 
notified if location is moved.
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