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State of New Hampshire 
Voter ID Law - Laws of 2012, Chapter 284 

Explanatory Document 
 

During the 2012 legislative session the legislature passed Senate Bill 289, also known as the “Voter ID” 
Law.  The new law will phase-in a photo identification requirement over a period of time.  
 
This explanatory document is required under the “Voter ID” law as part of the process of educating the 
public about the law’s requirements and application and outlines the law’s requirements for 2012. 
 
What type of photo ID will I need in order to vote?  
 

For any election before Sept. 1, 2013, you will be asked to provide one of the following:  
 Driver’s license issued by any state (even if expired); 
 ID card issued by NH DMV (Division of Motor Vehicles); 
 U.S. Armed Services ID card; 
 U.S. Passport (even if expired); 
 Valid photo ID card issued by either the federal government or a state, county or municipal 

government; 
 Valid student ID card  
 Other photo ID deemed legitimate by the supervisors of the checklist, the moderator, or the clerk; or 
 Verification of identity by a supervisor of the checklist, the moderator or the clerk. 

 
What if I do not have an approved photo ID? 
 

Before November 1, 2012, any voter who does not present an approved photo ID will be informed of the 
new law and permitted to vote. 
 
Between November 1, 2012 and September 1, 2013, any voter who does not present an approved photo 
ID will be permitted to vote after executing a “challenged voter affidavit.” 
 
A voter who does not have an approved photo ID may obtain a free photo ID for voting purposes only 
by presenting a voucher from their town/city clerk or the Secretary of State to any NH DMV office that 
issues identification. 

 
Is there any post-election action required by me after I vote without an approved photo ID? 
 

After November 1, 2012, if you filled out a “challenged voter affidavit” in order to vote on Election Day, 
you will receive a verification letter from the Secretary of State, requesting confirmation that you voted 
in the election. If you do not respond in writing to the Secretary of State within 30 days of the date it 
was mailed, the Attorney General will conduct an investigation to determine whether fraudulent voting 
occurred. 

 
Where can I get more information? Your city or town clerk or the Secretary of State 

 
 

       SOS.NH.GOV       (603) 271-3242 

Absentee Ballots Available
The State general Election will be held on Tuesday, November 6, 
2012 at Souhegan High School from 6AM – 8PM.

NH Voter ID Law Discussion –  
October 24

Candidate Forum – October 18

Absentee ballots are available in 
the Town Clerk’s Office.   NH law 
requires that you vote in person at 
the polling place unless you plan 
to be absent on election day, can-
not appear in public on election 
day because of observance of a re-
ligious commitment, are unable to 
vote in person because of a disabili-
ty or you cannot appear at any time 
during the polling hours because 
an employment obligation requires 
you to remain physically at work or 
to be in transit to or from the time 
the polls open until after the time 
polls close.     To obtain an absentee 
ballot please submit a request for an 
absentee ballot form which requires 
the signature of the voter.   Forms 
are available at the clerk’s office or 
online at www.sos.nh.gov. Absen-
tee ballots may be obtained during 
regular business hours 9AM to 3PM 
Monday through Friday and Tues-

day night from 4:30 to 6:30.   Bal-
lots may be requested by mail or in 
person  and must be received back 
by 5PM Monday night on Novem-
ber 5th if returned in person and by 
5PM on election day if returned by 
mail.   No absentee ballots may be 
returned in hand on election day.

The last day to register to vote 
before the election is Saturday, Oc-
tober 27th.  The Supervisors of the 
Checklist will be in session between 
11AM and 11:30AM.  No addi-
tions or corrections shall be made 
to the checklist after this session 
until election day.  NH law also al-
lows voter registration on election 
day.   Voter registration is accepted 
during regular business hours at the  
town clerk’s office.   The Amherst 
town clerk’s office will be closed all 
day  on election day as we will be 
working at the polls.

MILFORD – Do you plan to vote 
in New Hampshire on Novem-
ber 6th? Are you concerned about 
changes in voter identification re-
quirements for elections recent-
ly enacted by the NH Legislature?  
The new laws may be confusing, 
but, unlike severe voter registra-
tion changes in many other states, 
they should not prevent any legit-
imate voter in NH from casting a 
ballot.  If you would like to learn 
more about these laws, plan to at-
tend a Panel Discussion on the sub-
ject on Wednesday, October 24th at 
the Unitarian Universalist Congre-
gation, 20 Elm Street, Milford, NH. 
The evening begins with a potluck 
supper starting at 6:00 PM (bring 
something to share), or come just 
for the Panel Discussion, starting at 
7:00 PM. The event is hosted by the 
Amherst Democrats. For more in-

formation, contact Graham Smith, 
673-6629, or <g_v_s@mac.com>.

On board for the Panel Discus-
sion will be Amherst Town Mod-
erator, Steve Coughlan;  Supervisor 
of the Amherst Checklist, Jeanne 
Ludt; and NH State Representa-
tive, Peter Leishman. Mr. Cough-
lan and Ms. Ludt will speak to the 
implementation of the new law, and 
give their perspectives on its likely 
effects.  Representative Leishman, 
formerly of Milford, but now elect-
ed from Peterborough, was a mem-
ber of the Legislative Committee 
that developed the new law, and can 
give us the background on the inter-
nal discussions leading to its adop-
tion.  

Please join us for an informative 
discussion on this important issue 
affecting our election process. lo-
cally and nationally.

Would you like to learn more 
about the candidates running for 
office in your districts?

The public is invited to attend a 
Candidate Forum hosted by The 
Community Council of Souhegan 
High School on Thursday, October 
18 from 7 – 9 p.m. in the theater of 
Souhegan High School located at 
412 Boston Post Road in Amherst. 

The Community Council has host-
ed this event every election year 
since 2002 (with the exception of 
2010). 

Candidates from all parties run-
ning in the Souhegan School Dis-
trict (Amherst/Mont Vernon) for 
the following offices are being invit-
ed to attend:

NH Gubernatorial Candidates
NH Executive Council – District 5

NH Senate District 9 & 11
NH House Districts Hillsborough 5, 22, 40 & 41

The forum will be conducted by 
students on Community Council. 
The Community Council believes 
that the Candidate Forum is a great 
way to involve students directly in 
the political process as well as to 
provide a mechanism for the voters 
of Amherst, Mont Vernon, and sur-
rounding towns to become better 
acquainted with the candidates and 
the issues.

As you may or may not know, 
Community Council is the govern-
ing body of school affairs at Souhe-
gan High School.  It operates with 
the authorization of the School 
Board as a link between students, 
faculty, administration, school 
board, and the community.  Al-
though the majority of Council is 
made up of students (30), 17 mem-
bers are adults with 10 being from 
the faculty or staff, one Dean of Stu-
dents, 5 members of the communi-
ties of Amherst and Mont Vernon, 

and one school board member.  The 
Council meets weekly to discuss is-
sues or activities that come under 
its purview. 

The forum will be set up so that 
each candidate will be given a brief 
opportunity to make introductory 
remarks and then answer questions 
selected by the student moderators.  
The audience will be able to ask 
questions of candidates afterwards 
in the cafeteria where refreshments 
will be served and the candidates 
will be available for conversation 
and distribution of campaign ma-
terials. 

Candidates running for other 
federal, state or county offices not 
specified above are welcome to at-
tend as audience members and may 
distribute campaign materials in 
the cafeteria after the forum is over.

For further information, please 
contact Jeanne Ludt at 673-1072.  
Thank you. 

Community Council of Souhegan High School

More Letters

A Modern Day Rip Van Winkle 
Tale
To the editor:

I remember the evening very clearly.  It was August 28, 2008 and Sen-
ator Barack Obama was giving his acceptance speech at the Democratic 
National Convention in Denver.  The crowd enthusiastically cheered as 
he blamed all of the country’s problems on George Bush and then say he 
would fix all our problems.  I must have dozed off in the middle, but I woke 
up in time to see him conclude his speech by repeating that all of the coun-
try’s problems were Bush’s fault and only he could fix things.

“Well, you are finally awake,” said my wife.
“I guess I nodded off.  How long was I asleep?” I asked.
“Four years!  Barack Obama was elected president and he’s been running 

the country while you were asleep,” she said.
“Ah, that would explain me needing a shave,” I said.  “But it seems Presi-

dent Obama gave essentially the same speech this year as he did four years 
ago.”

“That’s very good observation, sleepy head,” said my better half.  “And 
things haven’t exactly been rosy while you were snoring.”

“Really?  But Barack Obama was supposed to be the smartest man to ever 
run for president.  Surely the economy is rolling along by now.”

“Not exactly,” said my wife.  “The unemployment rate is higher now than 
when he took office, median family income is down over $2000 per year, 
and many economists are saying our economic growth rate is so slow we 
face a double dip recession next year.”

“That’s not good.  At least we can celebrate that we have energy indepen-
dence now, right?” I asked.

“Not really,” replied my wife.  “The Obama administration has refused to 
permit new drilling or allow pipelines to be built, so gasoline has more than 
doubled in price -- it’s almost four dollars per gallon.”

“Four bucks a gallon!” I exclaimed.  “That’s terrible.  Well, President 
Obama must have restored our standing in the Middle East by now.”

“Wrong again, bearded one.  The Muslim world is in flames.  Our embas-
sies and consulates have been attacked, crowds in virtually every Muslim 
country have rioted and burned American flags, and one of our Ambassa-
dors was killed by terrorists.”

All this bad news took a while to sink in.  “Has anything gotten better?” 
I asked.

“Well, Apple came out with a new iPhone,” she said.
“I guess there are some things we can be thankful for,” I said.  “Plus, I bet 

the Red Sox are still the best team in baseball…”

With apologies to Washington Irving,
Russ Hodgkins
Amherst

Romney Knows How Jobs are  
Created
 To the editor:

Our country’s job creators are waiting.  They are waiting for an America 
that instills confidence, encourages achievement, and rewards responsible 
business behavior.  Until a new leader is elected, they are filled with uncer-
tainty, anxiety and doubt, and are not likely to start a new company, grow 
their current one, or hire new employees.

As a business owner myself, I know this to be true.  Why would I expand 
my restaurant and risk subjecting my staff to a whole new set of suffocat-
ing federal laws and mandates?  Why would I invest if I know that I will be 
punished with new taxes?

Unfortunately, our current President’s policies have not helped bring 
clarity, confidence, cost savings, or regulatory relief.  His plan is to contin-
ue more of the same.  It’s time for a new direction and a proven job creator 
to lead the way.

I believe that man is Mitt Romney.
Mitt Romney started his career as a business owner, not a politician.  He 

understands the choices and challenges business owners make every day.  
As a businessman, he helped to fix once-broken companies into now-prof-
itable ones and worked to build new enterprises, creating thousands of jobs. 

Mitt Romney understands that a strong and enduring economy is built 
by individuals and businesses, not the government.  He has a clear appre-
ciation for what the private sector can and will do with sound policies that 
reassure, not discourage, innovation, hard work and success.  

While the economy in New Hampshire is better than most states, we 
still have 40,000 people looking for work and another 40,000 who have 
stopped trying to find a job.  Every one of us knows people who are “under-
employed,” making substantially less money than before.  People are fright-
ened about the prospects of a worsening economy, and they know that a 
second term for President Obama won’t bring any relief.

But we can turn this around.  We can elect a thoughtful and knowledge-
able leader, who has rolled up his sleeves time and time again, to bring clar-
ity, focus, direction, and results to organizations of all sizes and industries. 

America needs someone now who knows how to ignite our economy.   
Mitt Romney has proven to me that he has the skills to do this, and has 
earned my vote.  I hope he has earned yours as well.

Laurie Sanborn
Bedford 
Candidate for State Representative   
to serve Bedford and Amherst

Independence Needed
To the editor:

Many of my friends have become increasingly alarmed and dismayed 
with the current, outrageous level of political discourse.  I agree with them.  
It seems to me that there is a complete lack of civility in serious polemic ar-
guments within the current process.  Today’s candidates delight in telling 
you what the opposition thinks, and backing it up with fictional numbers.  
Wouldn’t it be refreshing to hear the candidate’s vision in his or her own 
words?  So I ask who is responsible for the “mongrelisation” of the political 
process.  

It would be very easy to blame our broadcast media, but they are being 
paid for what they air.  I choose to think they are the symptom, and not the 
actual disease.  Rather, I believe our current political parties are the source 
of this rancor.  The major political parties have created a climate of divisive-
ness and class warfare through negative attacks, actions, and statements. 
This is contrary to what I think.  Government is “of the people, by the peo-
ple, and for the people,” not “of the party, by party, or for the party”.  

As a result, what we end up with is “party stereotyping.”   If you ask a 
Democrat they will say the Republicans are mean-spirited, cut basic ser-
vices , are nefariously rich, and will starve widows and orphans (especially 
if they are minorities).  If you ask a Republican they will say the Democrats 
excessively tax, squander money, disrespect god, and push radical social-
ism. 

And so discord continues turning off the ears of the voters… 
Nowhere is this more evident than in Concord.  This rancor has whee-

dled its way into the NH legislature.  In my opinion, a lot of the NH legisla-
tive sessions would make Barnum and Bailey proud.  This is absolutely the 
result of lack of moderate leadership at the top.  

So I agree we need true moderate, reasonable, and sound discourse in our 
legislature.  However, if you want the mantle of “moderate”, you need party 
independence.  A candidate cannot claim a moderate voice when their pub-
lished persona repeats the party line on every issue.  The only way we trust 
sound reasoning in the legislature is to vote for independent candidates.

Steve Nolan 
Amherst
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Election 2012
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