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Town NewsEvents Calendar
Newcomers Club Welcomes New Members

Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 
array of interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have 

lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: 
NHNewcomers.com

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior Wom-
en’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

HELP WANTED
Amherst Conservation Commission – An Equal-Opportunity 

Employer
ACC needs trail stewards to be  the primary care givers to make monthly physi-

cal check-up walks on their adopted trails, clearing minor fallen limbs and seasonal 
growth, maintaining trail markings, and reporting major concerns and opportuni-
ties for trail enhancements to the ACC Trails Manager.  ACC properties where trails 
will benefit from stewards’ attention include: Joe English Reservation East and 
West, Bicentennial Trail, Pond Parish Town forest, Grater Woods, Patch Hill, and 
Pulpit Brook and Joppa Hill Farm.  Standards for trail maintainers are available and 
guides to help plan major trail additions and improvements.  The ACC maintains 25 
miles of trails on the 2,000 open space acres it manages.

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Besides announcing the 
birth of his son and sketch-
ing the floor plan for his 37.5 x 
27.5 feet dwelling house, Aar-
on Wilkins Jr. (1778-1862) of 
Amherst also gave a report on 
his farm in a letter he wrote to 
his sister and brother-in-law in 
Ohio.
Farm Yields in 1826

In Feb. 1827, A. W. wrote: 
“The last season was good in 
this part of the country for al-
most all kinds of produce ex-
cept hay and garden sauce. As 
for english hay, I have never 
seen so light crops. My stock 
this winter is only 7 head of 
neat cattle, 7 sheep and 1 four-
year-old colt – and I have as yet 
dealt my hay out pretty spar-
ingly – and think I must con-
tinue to do so to get along with 
what stock I have. I have not 
done so much on the farm since 
I have been about [building] 
my house as I used to do and 
I think I shall not for the time 
come plow and hoe so much 
as I used to do till the price of 
labor and produce agrees bet-
ter than it does now. Last year 
I raised about 70 bushels corn 
and about 25 of rye and wheat 
and 70 or 80 [of] potatoes; 
killed 2 hogs, one 402 [lbs.], the 
other 364 [lbs.].” 

Back in 1800, it had fallen 
to 22-year-old Aaron Jr. as the 
eldest child, with his mother 
Lydia nee Smith (1755-1837) 
unable even to sign her own 
name, to settle the estate when 
his father Aaron Sr., a tailor 
by training, was accidental-
ly killed at age 55. The whole 
of his real estate, presumably 
the 66 acres he bought in 1790 and house, 
was appraised at $700 – and would have been 
equally inherited by all 8 children. The per-

sonal goods amounted to 
$277.10, of which the livestock 
totaled $189.75 but there were fe w 

farm implements besides one old plow 
worth 66 cents. The probate inventory of Se-
nior’s livestock in June 1800 listed: one yoke 
oxen ($36), three red cows ($41), one black 
heifer ($11), one year-old heifer ($4.50), one 
pair steer ($5), one old horse ($4), one two-
year-old colt ($24), one fat hog ($10), and ten 
sheep and 9 lambs ($14.25). The administra-
tor’s probate record offers a glimpse into the 

cost of farm labor: Junior charged his late 
father’s estate $36 for four months la-

bor which he did in the summer 
season of 1799; $9 for a month 

and a half labor at $6 
per month; and $10 

for two months 
work on the 

farm in 
Spring 
1801.
When 

Junior 
wrote 

that letter 
a quarter 

century after 
his pa’s pass-

ing, he owned 
“improved” land 

of half-acre orchard, 
3 acres tillage (ara-

ble land), 5a mowing, 
and 10a pasturing, in 

addition to “wild land” on 
which his buildings stood 

(according to tax invoic-
es 1821 through 1832). Exact 

count of livestock varied but in 
1823, for example, he was taxed 

on 1 horse, 2 oxen, 3 cows, and 2 
3-year-old and 1 2-year-old neat 

stock. (Swine were not taxed at that 
time.)

School Named for Naked Strang-
er’s Grandson
The “stranger that came to see us on the 

25th of January about 2 o’clock in the morn-
ing, naked, destitute and in want of all things 
and so completely helpless that he could give 
no account of himself,” as Aaron Jr. wrote 

Historic Amherst

Naked, Destitute Stranger Stayed at Mack 
Hill Farm   News in Letter of 1827 – Part 2

Continued on page 10  u

Reminder:

Elegant Tea for Mothers and Daughters

Letter 
by Aaron 
Wilkins Jr. of 
Amherst, N.H. to 
sister & her husband 
in Ohio, 1827. The sheets 
were folded so that address 
on final page was on the outside, 
then sealed with wax.

When it comes to meeting your financial goals, you really 
only need to see one person. At Edward Jones, we strive  
to meet all your financial services needs while providing 
exceptional personalized service. 

Because we serve individual investors and business 
owners, all of our energy and resources are dedicated to 
helping you reach your long-term financial goals. That’s 
why we live and work in your community. We meet with 
you face to face to discuss the key steps to creating your 
financial strategy. 

You talk, we listen, and we get to know you.

Why go anyWhere else?

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.
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Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101a
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Estate Planning*

Annuities 

Retirement Plan Rollovers
and Consolidation

Equities

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

Trent Blalock, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

64 South St Suite 1
Milford, NH 03055
603-672-5819

For more information or to schedule a complimentary financial review, call or
stop by the Edward Jones location nearest you. 

Estate Planning*

Retirement Plan Rollovers
and Consolidation

Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520 

Jason Nero
Financial Advisor

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Call or visit any of our 4 financial advisors in the Souhegan Valley area. 
To find an Edward Jones office near you, call 1-800-ED-JONES.

Trent Blalock, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

64 South St Suite 1
Milford, NH 03055
603-672-5819 

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.
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ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Specializing in

 ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992 • 22 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning
801-5366 • pruningbymike@aol.com

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   e m e R g e n C Y   g e n e R a t o R s    i n s t a l l e d   –   C a l l    F o R    d e t a i l s  •

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

No Fumbles!
Don’t hurt yourself! Let an expert 
handle your pesky projects so you 

can take in a little football!

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

ANTIQUES • COLLECTABLES

Holiday Open House

Rt. 122, 106 Ponemah Rd., Amherst, NH 03031
2/10 Mi. South of 101A • Daily 10-5 • 603-672-2535 • 888-777-0430

Member: NH Antique Trail Assoc. • Consignments Welcome
www.TreasuresNH.com  •  email: Treasuresantique@aol.com

Like us on     at Facebook.com/treasuresantiques

& MORE!

Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4 • 10am - 5pm
KITTY ANGELS, INC w/ Kitties on site! Marshmellow & Miss Mazzy, too!

Special Added Features Include: Amherst Animal Hospital • Seven Lincoln • Paradise 
Farms • Mythical Noble Hill Farm • Sillie Puffs • Funnyface4u • Initial Touch 
• Karen’s Everyday Beaded Jewelry • Valentine’s Seeds • Dove Chocolates 
• Pampered Chef • Anthony Acres • Kitty Cat Farm • Lil’ Iguana’s 
• The New England Brethren of Pirates • Cash for Gold! 
• Cluck and BAA Farm • Hemlock Springs Cottage

Thoughtful Gift Certificates
Blistering Sales • Cool Raffles
Scrumptious Refreshments!

AMHERST - For twenty-three 
years Jeannie Weller has been host-
ing The Elegant Tea for Mothers and 
Daughters. When her shop Little 
Kids’ Duds was at Salzburg Square 
in Amherst, the Tea took place at 
the Black Forest Cafe and Restau-
rant, which was also at the Square. 
Eventually Jeannie moved the Tea 
to the Bedford Village Inn where it 
has happily resided for 16 years.

 In addition to an elegant setting 
in the holiday festooned Great Hall, 
party favors are given for everyone, 
often handmade by Jeannie herself. 
Music is provided by  master harp-
ist Bill Tobin of St. Johnsbury, VT. 
At last year’s Tea, Jeannie’s daugh-

ter Julie Scott was overheard telling 
Bill that he had  been playing for her 
mother’s Teas for over half his life-
time! The only  year he missed was 
the very first one when Christina 
Jolly of Amherst  played her harpsi-
chord.  Karen  Ferrin of Gallery Por-
traits of Salzburg Square  is on hand 
to  take beautiful photos of each at-
tendee. She is an accomplished pho-
tographer who always manages to 
get a fabulous shot.

 For more information and reser-
vations (required), please email juk-
ki@aol.com and put Tea as the sub-
ject. This year the Tea will be held 
on Sunday, December 2nd from 
1:30-3:30 PM.

Rent Includes Heat and Hot Water
1 Bedroom Units: $800/mo. • 2 Bedroom Units: $860/mo.

Heritage estates apartments 
Come See Us – We Offer Value

Feels like 
Family

A Special Place to Live 

4 Fully Applianced Kitchens
4 Wall-to-Wall Carpeting
4 Air Conditioned Comfort
4 Convenient Laundry Rooms
4 We Are Pet Friendly
4 24 Hour Maintenance 

4 2 Car Parking 
4 On Site Mini Storage 
4 Children’s Play Area
4 Convenient to Milford/Nashua
4 Low Density Buildings
4 Very Clean and Quiet

504 Nashua St. 
Milford, NH

603-673-4800
Bill Morin – owner

Family Owned 
since 1992

For a Limited Time

$190030 Day 
Risk-Free Trial Only Next to the Amherst 

Post Office

Integrity is HER GYM - no men, no 
children, no housework – it’s clean, 
inviting, a peaceful retreat from a 
busy life. Convenient, available to 
members 24 hours a day. 
An atmosphere of support - 
all women all the time.

Join Now – You could win $2,000!

The Meeting Place / 199 Route 101 / Amherst • 769-3388

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black


