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NH Voter ID Law Discussion– October 24thAbsentee Ballots Due November 5
AMHERST – The State gener-

al Election will be held on Tues-
day, November 6, 2012 at Souhegan 
High School from 6AM – 8PM.

Absentee ballots are available in 
the Town Clerk’s Office.  NH law 
requires that you vote in person at 
the polling place unless you plan 
to be absent on election day, can-
not appear in public on election 
day because of observance of a re-
ligious commitment, are unable to 
vote in person because of a disabili-
ty or you cannot appear at any time 
during the polling hours because 
an employment obligation requires 
you to remain physically at work or 
to be in transit to or from the time 
the polls open until after the time 
polls close.     To obtain an absentee 
ballot please submit a request for an 
absentee ballot form which requires 
the signature of the voter.  Forms 
are available at the clerk’s office or 
online at www.sos.nh.gov. Absen-
tee ballots may be obtained during 

regular business hours 9AM to 3PM 
Monday through Friday and Tues-
day night from 4:30 to 6:30.  Bal-
lots may be requested by mail or in 
person and must be received back 
by 5PM Monday night on Novem-
ber 5th if returned in person and by 
5PM on election day if returned by 
mail.  No absentee ballots may be 
returned in hand on election day.

The last day to register to vote 
before the election is Saturday, Oc-
tober 27th.  The Supervisors of the 
Checklist will be in session between 
11AM and 11:30AM.  No addi-
tions or corrections shall be made 
to the checklist after this session 
until election day.  NH law also al-
lows voter registration on election 
day.  Voter registration is accepted 
during regular business hours at the  
town clerk’s office.  The Amherst 
town clerk’s office will be closed all 
day on election day as we will be 
working at the polls.

MILFORD – Do you plan to vote 
in New Hampshire on Novem-
ber 6th? Are you concerned about 
changes in voter identification re-
quirements for elections recent-
ly enacted by the NH Legislature?  
The new laws may be confusing, 
but, unlike severe voter registra-
tion changes in many other states, 
they should not prevent any legit-
imate voter in NH from casting a 
ballot.  If you would like to learn 
more about these laws, plan to at-
tend a Panel Discussion on the sub-
ject on Wednesday, October 24th at 
the Unitarian Universalist Congre-
gation, 20 Elm Street, Milford, NH. 
The evening begins with a potluck 
supper starting at 6:00 PM (bring 
something to share), or come just 
for the Panel Discussion, starting at 
7:00 PM. The event is hosted by the 
Amherst Democrats. For more in-

formation, contact Graham Smith, 
603-673-6629, or <g_v_s@mac.
com>.

On board for the Panel Discus-
sion will be Amherst Town Mod-
erator, Steve Coughlan;  Supervisor 
of the Amherst Checklist, Jeanne 
Ludt; and NH State Representa-
tive, Peter Leishman. Mr. Cough-
lan and Ms. Ludt will speak to the 
implementation of the new law, and 
give their perspectives on its likely 
effects.  Representative Leishman, 
formerly of Milford, but now elect-
ed from Peterborough, was a mem-
ber of the Legislative Committee 
that developed the new law, and can 
give us the background on the inter-
nal discussions leading to its adop-
tion.  Please join us for an informa-
tive discussion on this important 
issue affecting our election process. 
locally and nationally.

2012 VOTERS’ GUIDE
EXPLAINING

TWO AMENDMENTS TO THE
NEW HAMPSHIRE CONSTITUTION
PROPOSED BY THE LEGISLATURE

TO THE VOTERS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE:

At the November 6, 2012 general election, your ballot will include two 
questions which propose amendments to the New Hampshire Constitu-
tion. If two-thirds of the people who vote on either question vote YES, then 
the Constitution will be amended as indicated in the question.

Question No. 3 appears on your ballot because Part 2, Article 100 of the 
Constitution requires the Secretary of State to submit to the voters the fol-
lowing question if this question has not been on the ballot in the past ten 
years: “Shall there be a convention to amend or revise the Constitution?” If 
a simple majority of the people who vote on the question vote YES, then a 
constitutional convention will be held at some future date.

Each question has been proposed by the New Hampshire Legislature 
which has the authority to consider and recommend changes to our Con-
stitution. This Voters’ Guide was prepared at the direction of the Speaker of 
the House and the President of the Senate with the approval and assistance 
of the appropriate policy committees of both houses of the Legislature and 
the Joint Committee on Legislative Facilities.

The Guide includes the constitutional amendment questions exactly as 
they will appear on the ballot, and it explains the effects of the proposed 
amendments. Each of the issues presented by Questions 1 and 2 are im-
portant and deserve your study and vote.

QUESTION NO. 1:
Are you in favor of amending Part 2, Article 5-b of the New Hampshire 

Constitution by adding Article 5-c ?:
Notwithstanding any general or special provision of this constitution, 

the general court shall not have the power or authority to impose and levy 
any assessment, rate, or tax upon income earned by any natural person; 
however, nothing in this Article shall be construed to prohibit any tax in 
effect on January 1, 2012, or adjustment to the rate of such a tax.
EXPLANATION:

Explicitly forbids the Legislature from imposing any new income tax on 
personal income.

QUESTION NO. 2:
Are you in favor of amending Part 2, Article 73-a of the New Hampshire 

Constitution?:
[Art.] 73-a. [Supreme Court, Administration.] The chief justice of the su-

preme court shall be the administrative head of all the courts. The chief 
justice shall, with the concurrence of a majority of the supreme court jus-
tices, make rules governing the administration of all courts in the state 
and the practice and procedure to be followed in all such courts. The rules 
so promulgated shall have the force and effect of law. The Legislature shall 
have a concurrent power to regulate the same matters by statute. In the 
event of a conflict between a statute and a court rule, the statute, if not oth-
erwise contrary to this constitution, shall prevail over the rule.
EXPLANATION:
AT THE PRESENT TIME

As a result of Part 2, Article 73-a, which was amended to our Constitu-
tion in 1978, the Supreme Court makes rules governing the administration 
of all courts in the state and the practice and procedure followed in the 
courts. Those rules have the force and effect of law. This article has caused 
confusion over whether court rules or legislative statute shall have priority.
IF THIS AMENDMENT IS ADOPTED

The rulemaking authority of the Supreme Court will remain in place. 
However, the Legislature will have concurrent power to regulate the ad-
ministration of the courts, and further, if there is a conflict between a law 
and a court-established rule, the law prevails unless it is contrary to provi-
sions of the Constitution.

QUESTION NO. 3:
Shall there be a convention to amend or revise the Constitution?

EXPLANATION:
The New Hampshire Constitution may be amended in two ways. The 

Legislature may submit proposed amendments to the Constitution to the 
people for their approval, or a specially elected constitutional convention 
may submit proposed amendments to the people for their approval. The 
Constitution requires that the question of whether to hold a constitutional 
convention must be submitted to the people no less than every ten years. 
Since the last time the question was voted on was in 2002, it must be placed 
on the ballot at this election.

If a simple majority of the voters who vote on this question vote YES, the 
2013 Legislature will set a time for election of delegates to the convention. 
Delegates will then be elected in the same manner and in the same number 
as the members of the New Hampshire House of Representatives.

Should the voters elect to hold a convention, delegates may, by a three-
fifths vote, propose amendments to the Constitution. However, just like 
proposals for amendments made by the Legislature, such amendments 
only become effective if they are adopted at a later election by two-thirds 
of the voters.

Meet the Candidates Forum
AMHERST - Souhegan High 

School Community Council held 
their Candidates Forum at the high 
school on the evening of October 
18.  Representing the Community 
Council was Patrick McDeed, Grif-
fin Davis, John Bowler, Alex Mares-
co, Natalie Nelson, Hannah Dean, 
Anudeep Gavini, Jack Lowell and 
Casey Foulks.  The students along 
with assistance from their advisers 
Jeannie Ludt, Mary Lou Mullens 
and Nan Stearns chose the date, 
format and questions for the candi-
dates.

Chairman of the Town Republi-
can Committee Mark Vincent for-
warded the invitation to Republican 
candidates and commented, “This 
close to the election most of them 
really require more advance notice. 
I requested that the organizers get 
us involved earlier in the planning 
stages of such an event next time to 
make it more likely that most if not 
all of the candidates could attend.”  
He continued, “I heard no discus-
sion of holding one this year until I 
received the invitation and the date 
had been set.”  

Representative Peter Hansen at-
tended and Representatives Robert 
Rowe and Stephen Stepanek sent 

statements explaining their sched-
uling conflicts.

The candidates took the opportu-
nity to introduce themselves to the 
audience and explain their reasons 
for running for election.  The stu-
dent moderators asked questions 
about legislative action, spending, 
education, Medicare, and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Bill 
O’Brien.  However, each candidate 
received different questions making 
it impossible to compare positions. 
At a reception following the forum, 
voters were given an opportunity to 
ask questions of the candidates.
Democrats attending:

Lee Nyquist (Mont Vernon, State 
Senator)’ Shannon Chandley, Ste-
phen Morgan and John Shonle 
(Amherst State Representatives), 
Len Gerzon (State Representative 
Floterial seat with Bedford)
Independents:

Bob Heaton and Cynthia Dokmo 
(Amherst State Representatives – 
Restore the Center)
Republicans 

The only Republican able to at-
tend was Peter Hansen running for 
reelection as State Representative.
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