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On a crystal clear sunny day, the 
Parkhurst Place extended commu-
nity joined together to celebrate the 
property’s 10th Anniversary.   The 
spirit of Parkhurst Place is best cap-
tured by the thoughts shared by 
a resident who recently moved in 
with his wife:

“My wife Priscilla and I moved 
here in May.  You might say we are 
some of the “new kids on the block”.

Our first impression was of a 
charming New England sprawling 
house in a beautiful country setting.

Once moved in, we were im-
pressed by the sense of Communi-
ty and the friendliness of the peo-
ple here.  It is a relaxed atmosphere 
where you can choose to participate 
or not.

We could not get over the activ-
ities offered to keep the residents 
active and alert for both mind and 
body.

Rather than the 7 AM racers.  We 
have the 7 PM pacers.

Our Spring gardeners turn out to 
be the Fall harvesters.

We have Joe the maintenance 
man, instead of Joe the bartender.

Fancy restaurants have been re-
placed with Church suppers.

We have had birthday parties and 
potluck dinners.

Weekly Monday morning coffees, 
where coming events are discussed 
and planned.

Movie night and bingo games for 
those who desire them.

And of course, our beautiful li-
brary and gazebo that is used night-
ly by a large gathering of residents.

I’ve also experienced exercise, 
toenail cutting and blood pressure 
clinics.

Parkhurst Place truly lives up to 
its motto of “LIVE WELL, LAUGH 

OFTEN, LOVE MUCH”.
I think I speak for all the resi-

dents in saying “Thank You” to the 
responsible parties for sprucing up 
and refurbishing our home.”

about the birth of his son, was in-
deed “by and by able to speak and 
act for himself.” Aaron Smith 
Wilkins (1827-1900), born when 
his mother Sally was 43 as her 7th 
child, turned out to be the only 
child of his father, who was near-
ly 49 at his birth. A.S.W. married 
at 25, had 7 kids, and lived to age 
73. He was commissioned Justice 
of the Peace and elected deacon of 
the Congregational Church in 1874; 
chosen selectman of Amherst 1875, 
‘76, ‘77; and was a leader in Souhe-
gan Grange.  

From the tax invoices, it sure 
looks as if Aaron Jr. turned over 
his farm to his son about the time 
A.S.W. reached his majority. (The 
last year for which Aaron Wilkins 
[Jr.] showed up on taxpayer rolls 
was 1849, when he was 71; elderly 
men did not have to pay poll tax.) 

A.S.W.’s farm comprised 120 acres. 
In 1870 census, his occupation was 
farmer & milkman. He sold the 
Mack Hill farm out of the family in 
1896, having moved to Milford.

Amherst’s Wilkins elementary 
school (opened in 1967) is named 
for A.S.W.’s grandson Harold Harts-
horn Wilkins Sr. (1887-1965), who 
was moderator of the annual meet-
ings for many years: town meetings 
for 29 years, 1931-’59, and school 
meetings 1921-’30 and 1935-’37. In 
2012, descendants still reside in the 
town of Amherst, 233 years after 
Aaron Wilkins Sr. arrived in Am-
herst with his first-born, Aaron Jr.
Farmer’s Orthography

My usual practice when quoting 
from historic documents is to pre-
serve the original orthography, but 
in the case of 1827 letter by Aaron 

Wilkins, to avoid distraction and 
enhance understanding, I changed 
spelling, capitalization and punctu-
ation to the conventions used today. 
The letter writer expressed himself 
well and his handwriting, though 
not elegant, is easy to read. Howev-
er, his spelling doesn’t conform to 
the standards of his day. (I suspect 
that this yeoman’s son had little 
schooling.) He employs no commas 
and few periods, just long dashes 
to indicate change in topic, which 
although not the punctuation of 
newspapers, was common enough 
in hand-written documents of his 
day such as deeds and wills. 
Credits and Sources

Special thanks to Bill Veillette for 
image and transcription of letter 
and architectural analysis. The let-
ter is stamped “AMHERST, N.H. / 

FEB. 24” and addressed to “Thomas 
W. Melendy / Germantown Ohio / 
Montgomery County” on the out-
side (as folded) and on the inside 
dated “Amherst Feby 16 – 1827” and 
signed “A. W.” It consists of 2 sheets 
(4 pages), each 13.75 by 8.25 inches, 
folded up to measure 3.5 by 5 inch-
es. The blotch in margin of first page 
is remnant of red sealing wax. The 
author of the letter was easily de-
duced, using Secomb’s genealogy (p. 
834-835), from first names of peo-
ple he mentioned, who turned out 
to be siblings.

Special thanks to Sally Wilkins 
for copy of old house photo (pic-
tured in first part of this article, 9 
Oct. 2012, p. 6) and its provenance; 
it was found by a descendant in a 
trunk of Lucy (Hartshorn) Wilkins, 
daughter-in-law of Aaron Smith 
Wilkins.  
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Parkhurst Place

Amherst’s Senior Community Celebrates 10th Anniversary

(L to R): Kathy Boyer, Ingrid Michaelis, Alan Beede, Jean Pituck, Lorraine Jost, Paul Spiess, and Rosemarie 
Carlsmith.

On a gorgeous October day, members and friends of the Amherst Villagers chapter of Questers International traveled to North Grafton MA to the 
wonderful Willard House & Clock Museum. The museum contains over 100 Willard clocks, many of them tall clocks, and a fine collection of furni-
ture and accessories assembled by the Robinson family which founded the Museum. Lunch followed at the charming Grafton Inn.

Questers Visit Clock Museum

Historic Lawrence Barn in Hollis

Restoration of Historic 
Lawrence Barn in Hollis:
Free Talk and Tour on November 14

All are invited to a program on 
“Restoration of a New England 
Barn” on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at 
Lawrence Barn Community Cen-
ter at 28 Depot Road in Hollis, N.H. 
The speakers will be Sharon Howe 
and Jim Butler, who were both in-
strumental in preserving this his-
toric structure. Mr. Butler, a pres-
ervationist, identified the barn as an 
architecturally significant treasure 
worth saving. As Hollis Heritage 
Commission’s historian and mem-
ber of its barn steering committee, 
Ms. Howe was a visionary and key 
planner throughout the restoration 
process. This event is hosted by 
Nipmugs Questers of Amherst, who 
will serve refreshments at 9:30 a.m. 
The program starts at 10 a.m.

The old barn was carefully dis-
mantled in 1999 and stored in trail-

ers for 5 years, before being raised 
anew at its current site, restored 
and re-purposed as a community 
center. At its original site, the barn 
was built in three distinct sections, 
each representing a different build-
ing technique. The first section was 
constructed in the Revolutionary 
War period (c. 1780), and the second 
section added around 1810, making 
it a double English-style barn. Oba-
diah Lawrence (1861-1932) was the 
first Lawrence to own the old barn, 
having bought it with 40 acres in 
1907 when he returned from Illi-
nois, with the wife and three kids he 
had acquired there, to Hollis where 
he was born and raised as the 5th 
of 8 children. Obadiah added the 
third section, a Yankee barn built 
to house animals, which it did un-
til 1971.

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

Civic Groups & Organizations

Holidays are Around the Corner
Book your grooming & boarding 

appointments now to avoid the rush! 
Grooming & Boarding 7 Days a Week

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032
SRH Landscape Design, llc

n Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 
n Plantings n Walkways n Patios
n Water Features n Walls
n Driveways and Aprons 

...the art of light 
scaping!

amherst, nh | 603.801.4136 | srhlandscapedesign.com

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Nashua, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

ties to learn life skills, participate in 
social activities, and participate in 
health, wellness and cooking skill 
classes.  Students and staff from the 
Summit School helped in the mak-
ing of the gardens.

Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center used its garden tour funds 
to develop a hands-on learning gar-
den.  The experience afforded stu-
dents an awareness, appreciation 
and understanding of our natural 
environment.

The Amherst Garden Club erect-
ed a Welcome to Amherst sign 
on the triangle garden located on 
Route 122 in the southern part of 
the town.  To club members this 
garden is known as the Mary Anne 
Conaway Garden in memory of a 
much loved garden club member 
who recently passed away.   The 
sign, which falls in line with the sign 
at the north triangle garden across 
from the fire station and police de-
partment buildings, was designed 
by Paul Tripp of Classic Signs and 
installed by Jack Chapman and 
Gary Pinkham of the same compa-
ny.  Both the south triangle garden 
and the north triangle garden are 
planted and cared for by the Am-

herst Garden Club.
The last award from the  garden 

tour proceeds went to Marie Grella 
to re-do a Jones Road memorial plot 
that was built in 1992 in memory 
of a young Amherst resident, Ray-
mond LeBlanc.

All of the projects fulfilled the 
mission of the Amherst Garden 
Club which states, “Our mission 
is to provide education, resources 
and networking opportunities for 
our members to promote the love 
of gardening, civic landscaping and 
environmental responsibility.

Mrs. Smith’s First Grade

Garden Club members at the Wigwam garden with new handcrafted trellis-
es in the background: Charlene Carper, Marie Grella (Historical Society of 
Amherst), Nancy Head, Nadine Obermiller, Bonnie Knott and Joan Poltack. 
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