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Historic Amherst

A 12-Year-Old Amherst Girl Sent “Comfort” to 
an Unknown Union Soldier

Continued on page 10  u

2012 MEMORY TREE

MEMORY TREE 2012 
Print YOUR NAME Clearly:_______________________________ 
Name of person to be remembered. 

A. Family - i.e. The John Smith Family -$25.00 
B. Per Individual Name - i.e. John Smith - $5.00 

Select (Either A or B) 
A. The _______________________Family ($25.00) 
B. Last Name_________________First Name ___________________ 
     Last Name________________  First Name ___________________ 
     Last Name_________________First Name ___________________ 
     Last Name_________________First Name ___________________ 

($5.00 per individual name) 
Make checks payable to: 

“The Memory Tree”/Amherst Gardeners 
PO Box 694 
Amherst, New Hampshire 03031 

Deadline: Please return by December 3, 2012. Thank you. 
Need more information? Contact Judy Smith at 673-7937 

Amherst Ways & Means 

Adopts Contemporary Planning & Budgeting Framework 
AMHERST –Since 1931, the role of Amherst’s 

Ways & Means Committee (W&M) has been “to 
examine and report on all appropriations and ex-
penditures.”  This year, as municipalities face on-
going fiscal challenges and more complex fiscal 
tradeoffs, W&M is focusing on three activities: 
1. Promoting an integrated planning and budget-

ing process; 
2. Aiming for balance and equity in the funding 

of town departments;
3. Helping to inform Amherst citizens about 

financial issues and tradeoffs. 
W&M believes an integrated planning and 

budgeting process helps citizens and town of-
ficials understand the past, envision a desired 
future, and manage the present to link the two 
together. Planning addresses where Amherst 
should be heading, and why.  Budgeting – a sub-
set of planning – addresses the ways and means 
to get there.

Asking only budgeting questions can tie think-
ing too tightly to the past – fostering an “incre-
mentalism” by which the town looks mostly at 
what it did last year as the basis for framing what 
it should do next year. That can squelch setting 
and achieving broader beneficial goals.   Framing 
only planning questions can foster a vision that 
is disconnected from the realities of the past and 
present. W&M believes it is important to pursue 

both approaches together. 
Therefore, the committee’s framework for sup-

porting FY2014 departmental planning and bud-
geting includes the following questions: 
• What strategic goals (from the Amherst 

Master Plan) does each department plan to 
advance in FY2014?  How?  And with what 
means?

• What operational goals does each department 
plan to achieve in FY2014?  How?  And with 
what means? Sub-topics include: 

• Staffing: Do they have the right number, and 
the right mix, of personnel? Is their staffing 
and staff compensation commensurate with 
comparable towns? 

• Training:  What is required to maintain recom-
mended levels of training and certification?

• Equipment: What is the mix and status of their 
equipment? Where does the cost of mainte-
nance outweigh the cost for new equipment?  

• Facilities:  Do they have the right amount and 
type of space, and what maintenance issues 
are associated with their facilities? 

• Consumables:  What is the projected cost of 
fuel and other consumables?  

• What multi-year initiatives that have already 
been approved by the electorate will they ad-
vance or complete in FY2014?  How, and with 
what means?

• What unforeseen issues have arisen since 
their last planning/budgeting cycle that they 
will have to address in FY2014?  How, and 
with what means?

• What can they accomplish with a flat or re-
duced budget, and, what will Amherst citizens 
forgo as a result?

This line of inquiry, W&M believes, will pro-
vide a context for assessing and trading off pro-
posed appropriations and expenditures. W&M 
will review individual departmental plans and 
budgets, and will also look across all the depart-
ments to assess how well each is positioned fi-
nancially to effectively serve the citizens of Am-
herst. 

In upcoming articles, W&M will share with 
Amherst citizens its progress and insights 
through this contemporary process geared to 
these complex times. 

The Amherst Ways & Means Committee
Bob Brewster (chair), Mike Akillian, Jay Din-

kel, Dick LeFebvre, Colleen Lynch, Maggie Paul, 
Russ Thomas, Paula Troie

ty to choose holiday gifts, free 
of charge, for their children ages 
newborn through fifteen years 
old.  This is a community effort, 
which brings non-profit orga-
nizations, businesses, churches 
and individuals together to en-
rich the lives of others less fortu-
nate.  In the spirit of the season, 
we are asking for your generosity 
in supporting this effort with ei-
ther a monetary donation or by 
dropping of a new, unwrapped 
toy.  We appreciate your tax-de-
ductible monetary donation be 
made by December 3rd.  Checks 
should be made out to “Holiday 
Toy Store” and can be mailed to 
P. O. Box 6, Amherst, NH 03031.  
New toy donations are collected 
at the community locations list-
ed below.  For further questions 
about the Holiday Toy Store or for 
information regarding eligibili-
ty and registration to participate 
in receiving gifts, you can contact 
Lisa Emerson at 930-3565.

Drop off locations:
AMHERST:
Black Forest Café
Amherst Library
Wal-Mart
Moultons
Amherst Middle School
Clark and Wilkins Schools
Spinal Corrective Center
BROOKLINE:
Brookline Library
Brookline Sunoco
Richard Maghakian Memorial School
Capt. Samuel Douglas Academy
MONT VERNON:
Mont Vernon Village School
MILFORD:
Milford Town Hall
Wadleigh Memorial Library
Stop n Shop
People’s United Bank, Lorden Plaza
People’s United Bank, Rt101/Elm St.
Hampshire Hills
SHARE
St. Mary’s Bank
Shaw’s
Milford Middle School
Heron Pond Elementary School
Jacques Memorial Elementary School

AMHERST – A donation to the 
Memory Tree, with its little white 
lights, acts as a remembrance of 
a loved one.  Located on the town 
green right in the center of town, it 
is an Amherst tradition and twin-
kling reminder to all who pass by 
of the person and the times shared.  
The lights on the Memory Tree will 
be lit on Friday, December 7th, the 
weekend of the Tree Lighting Festi-

val and will stay lit through the cold 
winter nights into January.  .

The Amherst Garden Club has 
donated the money raised each year 
(around $1,000.00) to various proj-
ects around Amherst and the local 
area. We are happy to announce 
that the donations this year from 
the Memory Tree will be going to 
SHARE.  We know they will put the 
money to good use. 

Nashaway Chapter of the NH Audubon Society

Upcoming Events
Odiorne Point and the NH Coastline Field Trip

The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will be exploring the NH seacoast start-
ing at Odiorne Point, then traveling south on Sunday, November 18, 2012. We will 
be looking for migrating and wintering seabirds such as loons and grebes, eiders 
and scoters (sea ducks), and high-diving gannets. Spotting scopes as well as bin-
oculars will be useful, and participants should pack a lunch. This trip is free and 
open to the public. The trip starts at 7:30am in Nashua at the Exit 7 Park & Ride, 
on the hill behind the Granite Inn. To register or to meet the group at the destina-
tion, contact Richard Bielawski 603-429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.com.
New England’s Forests and the Winds of Change

The Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will host Professor Scott Ollinger for a 
discussion of changes that are happening in the forests of NH and throughout 
New England. Scott works at the UNH Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans and 
Space, and he will explain the effects of air pollution and climate change, and the 
impact of changes in NH culture and economics on forest ecology. This free pro-
gram is open to the public. It takes place on Monday, November 26 at 7pm in the 
downstairs theater room of the Nashua Public library. (This date is a change from 
the Chapter’s usual Wednesday meeting day.) Registration is not necessary. For 
more information, contact Program Coordinator Richard Maloon 424-5621 or rich-
ard.maloon@att.net

Zumba for SHARE to be held at Trilogy Fitness 
Trilogy Fitness at 71 Route 101A in Amherst will host a FREE Zumba Class on 

Tuesday, November 20, 9:15 – 10:15 am.  Zumba is a fusion of Latin and interna-
tional music that will have you wanting to work out. This interval class of fast and 
slow rhythms will energize the body while you burn calories.  Participants are asked 
to donate a non-perishable food item or cash to contribute to the SHARE Holiday 
Gift Baskets.  Call 249-5614 or e-mail contactus@trilogyfitnessnh.com for more 
information.  

Annual Turkey Cheer by Knights of Columbus
The Milford Knights of Columbus council 3035 cordially invites all to our annu-

al Turkey Cheer to be held on Friday, November 16 beginning at 7:00 pm in the 
church hall below Saint Patrick’s Church at 34 Amherst Street in Milford. This fun 
family event provides people an opportunity to win a turkey, chocolates, or a bottle 
of “cheer” (alcohol or non-alcohol) for 50 cents per round. We will hold 25 rounds 
of drawings this year. All proceeds from the Turkey Cheer rounds will go to SHARE. 
All proceeds from a 50-50 raffle will go to Operation Tribute (a program to provide 
Christmas gifts for children of active military members). Refreshments will be avail-
able. We look forward to seeing you there!

Newcomers Club Welcomes New Members
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

New Members Welcome at AJWC
The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 

over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

HELP WANTED  Amherst Conservation Commission –   
An Equal-Opportunity Employer

ACC needs trail stewards to be  the primary care givers to make monthly physi-
cal check-up walks on their adopted trails, clearing minor fallen limbs and seasonal 
growth, maintaining trail markings, and reporting major concerns and opportuni-
ties for trail enhancements to the ACC Trails Manager.  ACC properties where trails 
will benefit from stewards’ attention include: Joe English Reservation East and 
West, Bicentennial Trail, Pond Parish Town forest, Grater Woods, Patch Hill, and 
Pulpit Brook and Joppa Hill Farm.  Standards for trail maintainers are available and 
guides to help plan major trail additions and improvements. 

u Holiday Toy Store Needs Help   continued from page 1

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Holidays are Around the Corner
Book your grooming & boarding 

appointments now to avoid the rush! 
Grooming & Boarding 7 Days a Week

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

McOsker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122

Amherst, NH • 672-0032
SRH Landscape Design, llc

n Low Voltage Landscape Lighting 
n Walkways n Patios n Plantings
n Driveways and Aprons
n Design Planning for 2013
 

Come home to 
the beauty of night 

lightscaping!

amherst, nh | 603.801.4136 | srhlandscapedesign.com

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Gobble, Gobble!
Don’t hire a turkey to do your odd jobs! 

Hire a specialist who’ll get 
your home ship shape.  Ahhh... 

what a Thanksgiving! 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

A Tale of the Civil War

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

Here is a heart-warming sto-
ry about something that hap-
pened 150 years ago during 
the American Civil War. 
Nearly three decades after the 
“War of the Rebellion” had 
ended, on 1 Sept. 1892, The 
Farmers’ Cabinet, which had 
recently relocated its print-
ing press to Milford, N.H. but 
still had an office in Amherst, 
ran an article entitled “An In-
teresting Relic of the War” in 
its Amherst section, a reprint 
from another paper:

“We have received a copy of 
the Filley Review, published at 
Filley, Nebraska. It contains 
an interesting reminiscence 
of the war, which we publish 
in full.

S. F. Holbrook, a soldier boy 
during the late unpleasantness, showed us an 
interesting relic this week in the shape of a let-
ter found in a “Comfort Bag,” a bag containing 
needles, thread buttons, lint and the like, sent 
by the ladies of the north, to the Union sol-
diers. Mr. Holbrook received the bag in Mis-
sissippi, and has preserved the letter in good 
condition ever since, almost thirty years. The 
young lady, if twenty-one years old at that 
time, is now, if living, a staid matron of fifty. 
Following is a copy of the letter, which is writ-
ten in a fine though slightly tremulous hand. 
We do not reproduce the underscored words, 
of which there are almost a dozen:

AMHERST, Sept. 4 th, 1862
O! Soldier of the Union Army, do you know 

what a comfort bag is? Well, here is one man-
ufactured by a Yankee girl way off in New 
Hampshire, which she sends you hoping that 
you will find that a stitch in time may save 
nine. This is the only way we know of to express 
our sympathy and gratitude to you, who are 
making such sacrifices for us. I suppose we here 
in New England are in the safest nook in all the 
country yet that does not hinder our thinking 

and talking a great deal about you.
You will please accept this little present from 

LOVICY A. DANFORTH.
P.S. Please to write when you get the bag. I 

should be pleased to have you, and direct to 
Amherst, N.H. Box 50.

[For their Amherst readers, the Cabinet 
appended the following comment to the ar-
ticle from Nebraska:] Miss Danforth will be 
remembered by many here. She married, and 
removed to Reading, Mass., where she died 
about ten years ago.” 
The Letter Writer

When she wrote that letter, she was 12 
years old, having been born on 13 April 1850 
in Amherst, and the youngest of four siblings. 
Her family had moved into the house at 97 
Boston Post Road (which originally was the 
Wakefield Sisters’ house and millinery shop) 
in 1854. Her father, Charles C. Danforth 
(1812-1887) worked in the local whip factory 
and also made coffins and was sexton for 25 
years before moving out of town in 1871. In 
Feb. 1877, at age 26, Lovicy Anna Danforth 
was married to Charles B. Eames, a 30-year-
old mechanic, son of a stonemason. She bore 

a child, Alice, in May 1877 in 
Reading and died a year lat-
er of consumption at age 28. 
(Alice, still single and still in 
Reading, would die at near-
ly the same age as her mother 
and likely of the same cause, 
called “phthisis” in 1904.) 
Ladies Soldiers’ Aid So-
ciety

As soon as the war started 
– “when the first loud wail of 
suffering came to us from the 
battle field” – the women of 
Amherst sprang into action. 
The McClellan Camp, Ladies’ 
Soldiers’ Aid Sewing Circle 
and Knitting Circle met in 
various Village homes in the 
Fall of 1861. In 1862 and 1863, 
the Aid Society women met 
nearly weekly in Union Hall in 
the 3-story brick block (now 
best known as Cushing’s Fol-
ly), raised money, and made 
articles for soldiers on the bat-

tlefield and in hospital. By the end of 1863, at 
which time the Amherst Soldiers’ Aid Society 
had 86 members, 71 ladies and 15 gentlemen, 
they had “sent forward 50 quilts and comfort-
ers, 245 cotton and flannel shirts, 66 sheets, 6 
blankets, 176 pairs socks, 19 pillows, 59 pillow 
cases, 83 cushions, 21 dressing gowns, 102 
towels, 61 pairs drawers, 194 handkerchiefs, 
39 pairs mittens, 12 arm-slings, and 25 bed 
sacks. In addition to these, wines, jellies, pack-
ages of farina, corn starch, spices, soap, ban-
dages, lint, and a quantity of dried apples. ... 
[T]he number of comfort-bags sent from Am-
herst [was] 280... These were not sent exclu-
sively by the society, but in connection with 
the Sabbath-School. Some of our little friends 
have received very gratifying answers from 
them.” (Society’s Report for 1863, published 
in Farmers’ Cabinet, 28 Jan. 1864, p. 2.)

A “comfort bag” contained a sewing kit 
known as a “housewife.” In 1861 newspapers 
published advice for a soldier’s kit.  Among 
items recommended by an old soldier were: 
“1 flannel housewife for and full of needles 

Wakefield Sisters House at 97 Boston Post Road in Amherst Village.  Here 
lived Lovicy Anna Danforth (1850-1878) when she sewed a “comfort bag” 
for an unknown Union soldier and wrote him a letter in 1862.


