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Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

JOIN US FOR STORYTIME! 
SESSION 2

Starts Nov. 6 and runs to December 
14
 Baby Listeners  ( newborn-2yrs.)
Fridays at 10:30
Caregivers present

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity for babies 
and their caregivers to gather for rhymes, songs and 
puppets. Emphasis is on traditional rhymes that rein-
force language patterns and provide for parent/child 
interaction. A simple book or two intended for this age 
is generally highlighted.
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds)
Tuesdays at 10:00
Caregivers present

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year olds who are just 
beginning to discover the joy of books and stories!  We 
mix it up with simple rhymes, songs, and puppets to 
appeal to a toddler’s attention span.  Each session con-
cludes with a simple craft for the caregiver and child to 
create together.  Come and join us, we have lots of fun!

Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.)
Thurs. at 10:00
Thurs. at 1:00pm

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is de-
signed for the longer attention span 
of the preschool-kindergarten set. 
These action-packed 40 minute pro-

grams include a wide variety of books, 
finger plays, and songs.  At the conclu-

sion of each session, caretakers are in-
vited to come in and assist their children 

with a simple craft.All groups meet once 
per week for six-week sessions which run from 

September until June. No registration is required.  
For more information, please call 603-673-2288 and 
ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  For up-to-date infor-
mation concerning library programs and events, please 
visit our website,  www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click on 
Calendar of Events.                                                                                            
Paws for Reading---Come read to Anna and 
Leo!!

Anna and Leo, our reading therapy dogs, and their 
handler, Carol, will be here to listen to our children 
read on Tuesday, Nov. 13  from 3:30 to 4:30, and on Sat-
urday, Nov. 17 from 10:30 to 11:30.  This is a wonderful 
way for beginning readers to practice their skills, and 
it’s lots of fun for more experienced readers, too!  To 
register for a 15-minute reading appointment, please 
call Miss Sarah or Miss Sue at 673-2288.

It’s About Conservation

Peace Waiting To Be Found II
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Town News

Amherst Town Library

Holiday Program With Storyteller Simon Brooks Amherst Town Library

Nature at Your Doorstep Exhibit 
An intimate view of a New Hampshire garden and surrounding locales

AMHERST - Sherie Dowsett 
will be showing her inspiring na-
ture photography of some of New 
Hampshire’s backyard wildlife 
during the month of November at 
the Amherst Town Library.  She-
rie came to the United States from 
England in 1994 after working as 
a dentist in her home country for 
a number of years.  She moved to 
Amherst five years ago, craving an 
environment that would support 
her passion for nature and the out-
doors.  She is an active member of 
Merrimack Valley Camera Club in 
N. Andover, MA and has won nu-
merous awards for her nature imag-
es locally and internationally.  Her 
work was recently displayed in San 
Francisco in the 2012 Internation-
al Exhibit of the prestigious Photo-

graphic Society of America (PSA) 
and at The Wine Studio, Manches-
ter, NH. 

Sherie’s interest in photogra-
phy began with her travels off the 
beaten track to Central and South 
America, New Zealand, the wilds of 
Alaska, and beyond.  Through her 
photography, Sherie has fostered a 
deep affection for the natural world 
and finds the experience both in-
spiring and humbling. “As a trained 
scientist, I am strangely uninterest-
ed in dissecting and understanding 
what I see in the natural world, but 
instead I find myself embracing be-
haviors without question. It is a lib-
erating experience. I believe that 
this land does not belong to me, but 
instead to wildlife that chooses to 
pass through or take up residence.”   

At her home, Sherie has encouraged 
a wildlife haven by planting native 
shrubs and choosing a flower-lad-
en meadow over a manicured lawn.   
Sherie has a great fondness for all 
wildlife, but birds hold her greatest 
fascination.  

“My hope is that my images will 
capture nature’s charm and encour-
age others to see the natural world 
in an intimate, affectionate and ac-
cepting way. Please enjoy some of 
my favorite images from my door-
step in New Hampshire, and be-
yond.”  The exhibit will be on the 
main floor of the Amherst Town Li-
brary for the month of November.  
For more information about She-
rie please visit her website at http://
sheriedowsettphotography.com

AMHERST - As part of the Am-
herst Town Library’s adult program 
series, award-winning British sto-
ryteller Simon Brooks weaves his 
magic as he shares holiday yarns and 
tales on Sunday, December 2th from 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Main Read-
ing Room of the Library. Stories 
are the center of who we are.  Folk 
and faerie tales speak to all ages, 
and allow us to put things beyond 
our comprehension, or experience, 
into context.  Indeed many folktales 
were for adults, before being dilut-
ed for younger palates.  In this pro-
gram, Simon will be selecting tales 
to tell form a large number of world 
stories more suited to grown-ups.  
The story of the real Saint Wenc-
eslas is one filled with murder and 
betrayal as well as wonder; the sto-
ry of the Two Pickpockets of Lon-
don is filled with ribald humor, and 
other stories Simon will tell will be 
brought to life by combining the in-
tensity of a solo performance with 
the intimacy of a face-to-face con-
versation. Simon will also be accom-

panying some of his stories with a 
musical instrument. The perfor-
mance is recommended for adults 
and teens only.  [For those looking 
for a Holiday Program for children, 
please join us on Monday, Decem-
ber 3rd in the Children’s Room of 
the Library when Steve Blunt per-
forms his singing and dancing fun 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.]

Born in Gloucestershire, England, 
Simon moved to the United States 
in 1994.  He has been a professional 
storyteller since 2003.  He has cap-
tivated people all over New England 
with his musical instruments, such 
as the bodhrán and very special 
drums, and his stories.  He is known 
for his bodhrán and the extraordi-
nary voices he uses which leave au-
dience members wondering how so 
many memorable characters came 
out of one man. Simon is a member 
of the National Storytelling Net-
work (NSN) and the League for the 
Advancement of New England Sto-
rytelling (LANES), and has been a 
featured storyteller on NPR. 

This event is free and open to the 
public.  However, registration is RE-
QUIRED in order for the library to 
provide ample seating.  To register 
for this special Holiday program 
for adults and teens call 673-2288, 
email library@amherst.lib.nh.us or 
visit our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and select “Calendar of 
Events.” 

Three weeks ago we wrote about finding Nature’s peace in a Lakes Region 
forest.  That same peace waited for us on the peace-filled waters of the big lake.
Peace-Filled Waters

The big lake lies still under a less-than-blue sky today.
Wayward breezes give an illusion of current
while colored leaves on the shoreline shrubs
hang limply in preparation for their time to drop.
A single boat in the distance moves,
almost silently across the bay,
taking a fisherman to a cove where, a month before
jet skiers churned the surface and shoreline nests.
In the autumnal quiet, other fishermen venture out:
a trio of loons dive to catch pre-migratory meals;
a cormorant clutch collects fresh-water fingerlings
before commuting for the ocean’s salty selection.
Occasionally, a straggling monarch crosses over the kayaks,
erratically heading south west.
Nature’s many voices are heard: the continuum of waves lapping,
the pileated’s piercing call, a kingfisher’s splashes.
Dipping left…then right, the yellow paddles slice the still water,
speckled with scarlet gum tree reflections
out shining the red and orange shimmers of swamp maples 
on the green foundation cast by pine and hemlock images.
Beyond the gray granite-strewn shore are the granite mountains called White.
First to rise, the ancient caldera of Shaw.
Then, the Sandwich peaks from Black to Chocurua.
Behind and above all stand the peaks around Waterville Valley.
Through the Hole In The Wall passage,
We paddled around Little Bear Island and
Exchanged the blueberry-lined shore to cross the open bay.
Our ripples become as nothing on the peace-filled lake

Strict regulations and a strong conservation ethic work to ensure this land and water can remain in 
peace.  Outdoor enthusiasts here take responsibility for following “Leave No Trace” ethics.  As Aldo Leo-
pold wrote: Obligations have no meaning without conscience, and the challenge we face is the extension 
of the social conscience from people to land.  

Call	  or	  visit	  for	  full	  schedule	  and	  registration	  
One	  week	  of	  free	  yoga	  with	  this	  ad	  

Does	  not	  include	  workshops	  or	  special	  events	  

	  	  	  	  
 
 
 
 
 

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Ashtanga	  based	  Vinyasa,	  Restorative	  Yoga,	  Workshops,	  	  

Candlelight	  Vinyasa	  	  	   

71	  	  route	  	  101A	  	  Amherst	  	  	  	  Phone:	  554-‐8626	  	  	  	  	  www.voulidance.com	  

Yoga	  is	  not	  for	  those	  who	  can	  do	  it	  
It	  is	  for	  those	  who	  want	  to	  do	  it.	  

“When was the last time your financial institution asked 
what you could afford? We understand the burden on 
families in a challenging economy and are here to help.”

 Timothy M. Naro
 Sr. Vice President, Lending & Branch Operations

What Payment 
Works for You?

gscu.org/borrow • 800-446-0285

Budget-Friendly Consumer Loans
Tired of trying to stretch your paycheck to cover   
your monthly bills? GSCU can lend a hand. Simply 
tell us the monthly payment you can afford and 
we’ll create a custom plan that fits your needs.                
Take advantage of current low rates and put 
a budget-friendly plan to work for you! Apply         
online or call Lending After Hours™ 24-hours a day!

AMHERST • CANDIA • CONCORD • MANCHESTER • NASHUA • SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Granite State Credit Union • We are New Hampshire!

 Federally insured by NCUA.

Simon Brooks


