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Town News

– throw in a few pins while you 
are about it; 1 pair small scissors; 
strong white and black threads in 
tidy skeins.” (Wisconsin Daily Patri-
ot, 27 April 1863.) Another newspa-
per said: “[T]he best contrivance for 
[a housewife is] a little bag of eight 
penny calico, six inches wide by 
four inches deep, with a hem three 
quarters of an inch wide at the top 
and one draw-string of colored cot-
ton tape. On the outside of the bag, 
and about one and a half inches be-
low the top, is sewed a flap of cloth 
for needles, and on the underside 
of this flap are stuck six needles, 
‘blunts’ or ‘betweens,’ never ‘sharps.’ 
Inside the bag are put ... buttons ... 
and ... flax thread (black, white and 
gray)...” (Indianapolis Daily Journal, 
5 Nov. 1861.) 
The Soldier Recipient

The young man who so cherished 
the letter from an Amherst girl that 
he kept it for three decades was Ste-
phen F. Holbrook (1838-1916). He 
was born in La Moille, Bureau coun-
ty, Illinois, the 5th son and youngest 
of six children of Enos Holbrook Jr., 
a farmer, & his wife Jerusha Bar-
rows who, having left their native 
Cheshire county of New Hamp-
shire in 1833, were among the early 
settlers of that Illinois county. Ste-

phen was 23 when he enlisted; he 
served in Company B of the 52nd 
Regiment of Illinois Infantry from 
August 1861 until July 1865, pro-
moted to sergeant for gallantry. The 
regiment participated in battles 
of Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and 
Corinth. Holbrook “veteranized” 
on 25 Dec. 1863 at Pulaski, Tennes-
see. He followed the trade of black-
smith for decades, in Illinois until 
1870, then in Nebraska and Missou-
ri, before settling in Filley, Nebras-
ka, where he became a successful 
buyer & seller of stock (presumably 
livestock). He was widowed early 
with one son, then was remarried 
at age 56 to a woman aged 24, who 
also bore one son. (A Biographical 
and Genealogical History of South-
eastern Nebraska, Vol. 2, 1904, p. 
1057-1059.) He filed for a Civil War 
pension in 1890 (per Civil War re-
cords on Ancestry.com); granted in 
amount of $8 in 1898 (reported in 
Omaha World Herald).
How N.H. Comfort Bags Got to 
Tennessee

The Amherst Aid Society sent 
their care packages through various 
agents, such as the Sanitary Com-
mission, the state agent in D.C., and 
the Christian Commission, and di-
rectly to a hospital in Philadelphia 

and to individual soldiers. There 
was another connection to Union 
soldiers fighting in the South. On 
20 August 1863, the local newspa-
per reported: “Our citizens were 
pleased last week to welcome back 
Capt. A. E. Blunt, who has been do-
ing his country excellent service in 
the 1st Reg. East Tenn. Cavalry. He 
... highly pleased the members of 
the Sabbath School with an account 
of the reception of their “Comfort 
Bags” by the men of his Company.” 
He had been in town a year earli-
er, giving a talk at Amherst Town 
Hall about the events in Tennes-
see “at the breaking out of the re-
bellion.” He was accepting aid not 
only from Amherst but also items 
supplied by the Milford Women’s 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, who report-
ed in Oct. 1863 that two of their ten 
packages “are destined for soldiers 
at the West, under the care of Cap-
tain Ainsworth E. Blunt, of the First 
Tennessee Cavalry.” (History of Mil-
ford, N.H., 1901, p. 126.) 

This Union captain was 
Ainsworth Emery Blunt Jr., whose 
father, Sr. (1800-1865), a cooper by 
training, left his native Amherst, 
N.H., in 1822 to become a mis-
sionary to the Cherokee Indians in 
Brainerd, Tennessee. The follow-
ing year he was married to a fellow 

missionary and taught at the mis-
sion until it closed in 1838. Junior 
was born in Brainerd in Feb. 1832; 
he was sent back east for his educa-
tion, to Appleton Academy in Mont 
Vernon, N.H. In between attend-
ing Dartmouth College, he taught 
Amherst high school (in the Brick 
School in the Village) for at least 
two years, 1856-’58. He returned 
to Tennessee, but in the summer 
of 1861, Junior “was compelled to 
leave Tennessee, or enlist for the 
Confederacy. He chose the former, 
with the loss of all his earnings and 
effects, amounting to some $2000.” 
(FC, 23 Aug. 1861.) The regiment 
which Jr. joined was organized at 
Boston, Kentucky in March 1862. 
Meanwhile, A. E. Blunt Sr., who had 
moved to Dalton Georgia in 1843, 
where he became the first post-
master and first mayor and built a 
house in 1848 that is still an his-
toric landmark, died in Dec. 1865. 
In 1879, “Prof. A. E. Blunt,” who 
was in charge of the experimental 
grounds of the Agricultural College 
of Colorado, was appointed statisti-
cian of Larimer county by the U.S. 
Agr. Dept. His wife was from Ports-
mouth, N.H.

won the seat in District 41.
Other victories included: James 

Hardy for Sheriff, Dennis Hogan for 
County Attorney (LaFrance won 
countywide), David Fredette for 
County Treasurer, Pam Coughlin 
for Register of Deeds, Joseph Kel-
ly for Register of Probate and Carol 
Holden for County Commissioner.

As a result of this election, the 
New Hampshire House is com-
prised of 222 Democrats and 178 
Republicans.

The new voter identification law 
was administered without any not-
ed disruption.

Constitutional Amendment 
questions

Question 1 to amend the con-
stitution to prohibit an income tax 
levied by the general court was sup-
ported 3,918  - 2,770.  Statewide it 
was supported 355,054 – 266,164.

Question 2 to amend the consti-
tution to read that the chief justice 
of the supreme court shall be the 
administrative head of all courts 
was narrowly supported in Am-
herst 3,312 – 3,121.  Statewide it 
was defeated 294,164 – 308,094.

Question 3 to convene a state 
constitutional convention was de-
feated in Amherst 2,279 – 4,150.  
Statewide it was also defeated 
215,679  - 384,014.Kim Stama stops to speak with candidates Steve Stepanek (back) and 

Peter Hansen.

Max Pettus showing off his porcupine leaf art. 

Annual Fall Festival at PMEC
Amherst Recreation would like 

to thank everyone who came out 
for our Fourth Annual Fall Festival 
at the Peabody Mill Environmental 
Center on Sunday, October 21st.  It 
was a gorgeous day and lots of local 
families joined us for an animal en-
counter; games; crafts; demonstra-
tions; and a campfire sing-a-long.

First, Wildlife Encounters intro-
duced us to several critters, includ-
ing a crocodile, a porcupine, a fox, a 
skunk, a tortoise, and more!  Next, 

folks played games, made crafts, 
viewed a camping demo with Boy 
Scout Troop #22, and visited lo-
cal vendors.  Finally, we enjoyed 
a campfire sing-a-long with Amy 
Conley, roasted marshmallows, and 
learned about dutch oven cooking 
over the campfire.    

It was a fantastic day and we 
would like to offer a special thank 
you to the scout troops that joined 
us and the local vendors and scouts 
that offered concessions. 
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Amherst Tree Lighting Festival ~   
A  3 Day Weekend December 7-8-9 !
Friday December 7~ Kickoff – Tree Light-Up Night!  
6:30  Tree Lighting Ceremony! at the WW I Village Green across 

from Moulton’s, by the ATLF
 1. Boy Scouts of Troop 22 serve their annual cocoa and chest-

nuts roasted on an open fire; accepting donations 
 2. Amherst First Baptist Church offers popcorn. 
  THEN WALK ON OVER TO THE SUPPER!  
7:00-8:30  Spaghetti Supper! at the Congregational Church, by 

the Lions Club, Come one, Come All! Donations Accepted. Des-
serts by Sr. High Youth Group

Saturday, December 8 ~ Santa Saturday!
9:00 - 11:00  Breakfast with Santa! at the Congregational Church, 

by the Newcomers’ Club,   Advance Ticket Sales Only!  
 NO TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR,  For Tickets Contact: Jess Steele 

at 603-672-2252, $6.00 per person.
9:00 - 5:00 The Girl Scout Craft Fair!  at the Amherst Fire Station, 

(Meeting Room): Jewelry, fleece blankets, decorated pencils, 
and ornaments. Several free crafts/activities: Make your own 
bracelets, ornaments, and face painting.  Cookie swap - pur-
chase a plate and select 12 cookies!

3:00 - 5:00   Santa Arrives By Fire Truck! at the Amherst Fire Sta-
tion, by the AFD,  Free Pics with Santa in the AFD Station, when 
you Bring Your Own Camera.

3:00 - 5:00  Cocoa and Cookies! at the Amherst Fire Station,  by 
Team Earley, Free!

3:00 - 5:00  Open House! at the Amherst Police Dept., by the APD 
~ Child protective IDs and Fingerprinting! Meet your new APD 
Chief Mark Reams and  officers! Free!

Sunday December 9, 2012 ~ Concerts Sunday!
8:00 - 11:00  Pancake Breakfast with Mrs. Claus! at the Fire 

Station, by the AFD, Free, Donations accepted, No reservations 
needed!

 Stroll the colonial village of Amherst to see our charming 
homes and buildings! 

1:00 - 2:00  Town Band Concert!   at the Congregational 
Church~UCC, by the Amherst Town Band and SHS Choir  in the 
Village. Free!

 2:00 - 3:00  Refreshments! at the Congregational Church~UCC 
Community Room - Free! 

 3:00 - 4:30 Choirs Concert! at the Congregational Church~UCC, 
by the Church Choirs’ Free!

 6:00  Souhegan Valley Chorus Concert! at Souhegan High School 
“Christmas Around the World”   Tickets at Door: Adults $15; 
Srs/Students $10; Under 12 Free

All Weekend ~ Project Warmth!
Collecting New or homemade kids’ hats, mittens, scarves, 

socks, as well as new coats, snow/ski pants and blankets for the 
needy by the Lions Club.  Collection Bins at AFD, Cong’l Church, 
and Library, placed by Lions Club.
Look for updates in November 27 and December 4  
editions of The Amherst Citizen

Jasper Valley Fall Activities
Some of the children living in the Jasper Valley neighbor-

hood enjoyed the beautiful weather on Sunday, October 21st, 
and participated in the Association’s Fall Children’s Activity.  
The children planted hundreds of daffodil bulbs around the 
common areas in the neighborhood and then made pinecone 
birdfeeders to take home and hang in the own yards.  

A great time was had by all!

Taking a break after planting:  Elise Bell, Chase Parker, Quaid Bell, James 
Zeolie, Liam Schick, Ian Brise and Tyler Rishkofski

Liam Schick, Ian Brise and James Zeolie found some worms 
while digging.

the vibrance of life. the serenity of nature.

So much. So close.
Just minutes from Birch Hill Terrace—

Manchester’s only continuing care 
retirement community—are the art galleries, 

entertainment, museums, restaurants and 
boutiques that make downtown Manchester 

so inviting. Birch Hill Terrace truly does 
offer the best of both worlds.

So what are you waiting for?

200 Alliance Way | Manchester, NH 03102
(877) 210-1308 

www.BirchHillTerrace.com

the vibrance of life. the serenity of nature.
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127 Union Square • Milford, NH
Open Daily 9:30AM–7:30PM

Sundays until 6PM • 603.673.0611

Purchase a Midnight Enchantment 
gift set for $150 or a Moonlit 
Serenade gift set for $100.*

*Good while supplies last. 
See our store for details.

PANDORA Gift Sets 
November 1–23

Sterling silver charms from $25
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