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Bedford – Southern NH dance The-
ater alumnus and Amherst native, Amy 
Von Handorf, returns to the Palace Theatre 
stage to perform the role of the Sugar Plum 
fairy in the production of the timeless clas-
sic, The Nutcracker Thanksgiving weekend 
in six performances friday, November 23rd 
through Sunday, November 25. The annu-
al performance with a live 22-piece orches-
tra, boasts a cast of over 85 talented dancers 
and performers including guest artists Car-
los Molina, fredrick davis, Thomas ortiz, 
Bafana Matea Alan Alberto, douglas davis, 
Sallie Werst, Jay Von Handorf and many tal-
ented dancers.

Amy Von Han-
dorf is currently in 
her 5th season with 
Nevada Ballet The-
atre where she has 
performed in bal-
lets such as Sere-
nade, Concerto Ba-
rocco, donizetti 
Variations, Who 
Care’s, along with 
original works by 
Nevada Ballet The-
atre’s Artistic direc-
tor, James Canfield.  
Ms. Von Handorf 
most recently performed Balanchine’s “Jew-
els” with Pacific Northwest Ballet, and Bal-
let West.  She has performed for celebrities 
such as Bette Midler, eva Longoria, Priscilla 
Presley, and Marie osmond, and was chosen 
by Cirque du Soleil this past spring to cho-
reograph for their annual showcase.  Ms. 
Von Handorf was born and raised in Am-
herst, New Hampshire and trained at South-
ern New Hampshire dance Theater.  She 
also studied at Miami City Ballet and School 
of American Ballet, and has danced profes-
sionally with Ballet Austin and Sacramento 
Ballet.  “I am thrilled for the opportunity to 
come back home to perform the role of Sugar 
Plum fairy and to work with Ms. Trish again. 
SNHdT was like a second family to me when 
I was young and aspiring to be a ballerina,” 
stated Amy Von Handorf. 

Also from Amherst, Aislinn evans, a sev-
enteen year old student at Souhegan High 
School will perform the roles of dew drop, 
Mirlitons, Snowflake and Waltz of flowers, in 
the Palace Theatre’s production of The Nut-
cracker. Aislinn has been dancing for eleven 
years, three of those years with Southern NH 
dance Theater under the artistic direction 
of Patricia Lavoie.  Aislinn has also trained 
with Kathy Blake dance Studio, various sum-
mer programs and intensives at Boston Bal-
let, Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and 
Joffrey West Summer Intensive. Aislinn has 
also performed the lead role of Columbine 
doll in The Nutcracker, the fairy of Beauty 
in Southern NH dance Theater’s production 
of Sleeping Beauty and Pas de Trios in Swan 
Lake. “dancing and being in The Nutcracker 
is a dream come true. Maybe someday I will 
be invited back to perform the role of Sugar 
Plum fairy just like Amy Von Handorf,” stat-
ed Aislinn evans. 

Amy Von Handorf, the Sugar Plum fairy 
will appear alongside Carlos Molina, per-
forming the role of Cavalier. Mr. Molina has 
been a principal dancer with Hartford Ballet, 
a soloist with American Ballet Theatre, and 
most recently a principal dancer with Bos-
ton Ballet. “Amy and Carlos are absolutely 
breath-taking, and with the added dimension 
of a live orchestra ... it is truly a dynamic and 
charismatic performance,” stated Patricia La-
voie, artistic director, Southern NH dance 
Theater.  Alan Alberto will join the cast this 
year and perform the roles of Candy Cane 
and Spanish Soloist.  Mr. Alberto is currently 
dancing with festival Ballet Providence.

fredrick davis returns to the Palace The-
atre in the roles of Snow King and Arabian 
Soloist.  He is a currently a member of the 
World-renown dance Theatre of Harlem 
in New York City. He has also made several 
guest appearances with professional compa-
nies in Alaska, Massachusetts, and New Jer-
sey. Bafana Solomon Matea is also a return-
ing guest artist to this year’s Nutcracker cast.  

Thomas ortiz, another Southern NH 
dance Theater alumnus, will perform a va-
riety of roles during the weekend including 
Mouse King, Soldier doll, Chinese and Span-
ish Soloist.  Mr. ortiz, who grew up in Merri-
mack graduated from Marymount Manhat-
tan College with a BfA in dance where he had 
the honor of working with world-renowned 
choreographers david Parsons, Molissa fen-
ley, and robert Battle.

Southern NH dance Theater has several 
artists-in-residence returning to the produc-
tion. Jay Von Handorf, faculty member and 

alumnus of SNHdT will also return in the 
role of drosselmeyer and the Mouse King in 
Act 1.  Mr. Von Handorf trained in ballet and 
jazz and performed in The Nutcracker, Grad-
uation Ball, The Magic Toyshop, don Quixo-
te and Le Corsaire. He also trained with and 
was part of the Palace Teen Company at the 
Palace Theatre and performed in numerous 
productions at the Palace Theatre including 
42nd Street, Sweet Charity, The Producers, 
The Wedding Singer, All Shook Up and Pip-
pin. “I am thrilled to be performing in The 
Nutcracker again this year alongside my sis-
ter, Amy,” stated Jay Von Handorf.

Join Southern NH dance Theater as the 
many talented guest artists and Southern NH 
Youth Ballet performers bring the magic of 

The Nutcracker to life on-stage in the histor-
ic Palace Theatre in downtown Manchester. 
The Nutcracker will be performed:

friday, November 23rd at 7:30 PM
Saturday, November 24th at 11 AM, 4 PM 

& 7:30 PM
Sunday, November 25th at 1 PM & 4:30 PM
for ticket information call the Palace The-

atre Box office at 668-5588 or visit www.pal-
acetheatre.org.  Palace Theatre Box office: 
668-5588 or visit www.palacetheatre.org.  
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East Colony Fine Art   
November Feature Show

“Travelogue” will showcase paintings by Meg Tatro and Sharon 
Price through  November 24 that combine images from trips tak-
en both locally and abroad. Meg’s paintings are inspired by the 
beautiful palaces and museums that she visited on a recent trip 
to russia. She was attracted to the vibrant colors and interesting 
architecture in both St. Petersburg and Moscow. In contrast, Sha-
ron’s paintings are inspired by the New england landscape. She is 
particularly fascinated by the lush marsh grasses and fields found 
along the coast of Maine and Massachusetts. Gallery events are 
always free and open to the public with free on-site parking. east 
Colony fine Art is located in Langer Place, 55 South Commercial 
Street, Manchester. regular gallery hours: Tuesday-friday 11-5 
and Sat 10-5. Phone: 621-7400. Web site: www.eastcolony.com.

Southern New Hampshire Dance Theater – School & Performing Company

Local Ballerina Returns to New Hampshire to Perform, Sugar 
Plum Fairy in the Annual Production of The Nutcracker

“Granny D” by Karin Wells

Sharon Arts Center’s Peterborough Artist 
Colony Exhibit Opens Nov. 2 

Peterborough, NH -- An exhibit by members of the Peterbor-
ough Artist Colony will open at the Sharon Arts Center Gallery, 
30 Grove St., on Nov. 2 and run through Jan. 7, 2013. An opening 
reception, free and open to the public, will be held friday, Nov. 2 
from 5 to 7 pm. Sponsors of the exhibit include the New Hamp-
shire Institute of Art, Sequoya Technologies Group LLC, and rBC 
Wealth Management.

Curating the exhibit is Jan dolan, who studied at the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire and was mentored in the tradition of the 
french Academy and American Impressionists in the studio of 
Boston and New Hampshire painter Sidney Willis. 

“To the community’s good fortune, our region carries on the 
great tradition of highly skilled and interesting artists,” said dolan. 
“While art-making is often an individual process, we live in such 
an area where it is possible to engender a show of collective works 
with artists who are more neighbors than competitors and who 
can combine a polyglot of mediums and textures as a unified 
body in one space. We hope this show will come to represent the 
much-admired nature of the Monadnock region’s artistic pulse.”

This exhibition features the artwork of nine artists who have 
been living and working in the Monadnock region for a significant 
time: Mona Adissa Brooks, Sue Callihan, david dodge, Jan dolan, 
Georgia fletcher, Numael Pulido, Shirely Pulido, Karin Wells, and 
Patricia Wright.

Sharon Arts Center is located at 30 Grove Street and depot 
Square in Peterborough, NH. Gallery hours are Monday through 
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm, and Sunday 11 am to 5 pm. 

Home for the Holidays an Exhibition of Paintings 

CANdIA – frisella fine Art Studio presents 
Home for the Holidays an exhibition of Paint-
ings by robin frisella and friends doreen Bois-
sonneault, Gina Casale, debby frisella, randy 
Knowles and Stephen Previte. This year we will 
also be featuring floral arrangements by Marie 
St.onge of Paisley floral design Studio. Marie 
will carefully select fresh flowers and pair them 
with interesting containers to create a unique 
and artistic display to beautify your home.  Please 

join us for wine and hors d’oeuvres during our 
open House Saturday, Nov. 24th from 2pm – 
7pm and Sunday, Nov. 25th from 2pm – 5pm.

Studio hours are Wednesday - Saturday 11am 
- 5pm or by appointment.  robin frisella opened 
frisella fine Art Studio in 2006.  frisella fine 
Art Studio is robin’s working studio and gallery.  
This flexible space easily converts to a classroom 
where frisella host workshops and ongoing pas-

tel classes.  for more info or a sampling of the 
participating Artists works visit www.frisellaf-
ineArt.com. 

Directions: 101 east to exit 3 (Candia/
deerfield). Go straight through stop sign. frisella 
fine Art Studio is the first building on your left, 
behind Stubby’s restaurant. 

“Sun Shiny Day” by Debby Frisella

“Morning Light II” by Stephen Previte

“Olive and Thyme” by Robin Frisella, PSA

Suit of armor with a pink rib-bone 
cuirass, 18th century. Iron, lacquer, 
boar fur and cord. Courtesy of Pri-
vate Collection.

MANCHeSTer - on febru-
ary 2, 2013 the Currier will present 
Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons 
and Armor, which will display the 
striking duality of deadly weapon-
ry and artistic beauty from the sa-
murai culture of centuries past. on 
view through May 5, the exhibition 
is curated by dr. Andreas Marks, 
the director and chief curator of the 
Clark Center for Japanese Art and 
Culture, Hanford, California. With 
63 works by 30 master craftsmen 
from the 13th to 20th centuries, 
Lethal Beauty features full suits of 
armor, helmets, warrior hats, face 
masks, long and short swords, dag-

gers, rifles and more. 
Tales of the samurai 

have enchanted people 
for generations, and con-
tinue to delight and cap-
tivate audiences today. The 
oldest sword in the exhibi-
tion dates from the 1200s 
but is so finely crafted 
it has retained its le-
thal edge. The exhibi-
tion also showcas-
es a pair of folding 
screens by a Kano 
school artist and 
a seven-piece set 
of sword fittings, 

both from the 1600s de-
picting battle scenes 
from the famous Tale of 

the Heike. The Tale of the 
Heike is one of the great-

est warrior epics in Japa-
nese literature and marks 
the dawn of samurai hon-
or, valor and fortitude.

The Currier’s presen-
tation of Lethal Beau-

ty: Samurai Weap-
ons and Armor is 
supported by the 
e. rhodes and 
Leona B. Car-
penter founda-

tion, Hitchiner Manufacturing Co., 
Inc., the Botnick family founda-
tion/e&r Laundry and dry Clean-
ers, and Northeast delta dental. 
The tour is organized by Interna-
tional Arts & Artists, Washington, 
dC.

The Currier Museum of Art is lo-
cated at 150 Ash Street, Manches-
ter, NH. open every day except 
Tuesday. More information: www.
currier.org or call 669-6144 x108.

Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons and Armor at the Currier in February

Amy Von Handorf

Aislinn Evans

Amy Von Handorf as the “Sugar Plum Fairy”


