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Schools
Democracy in Full Swing at SHS
No pun intended as a swing-state high school engages in the Democratic process

By Jeanne Sturges

The national political speedometer has 
been full-throttle for some time now, but 
Souhegan kicked into gear this fall with a 
variety of civics-related activities, includ-
ing its 9th grade Social Studies curricu-
lum and its school-wide Mock Election. 
Whether there’s a presidential election, a 
primary or it’s an off-year for elections, 
Souhegan creates authentic, real-world 
curriculum for its students that demands 
new knowledge, complex thinking and 
effective communication.
Civics 101: 9th grade Political 
Speedometer Unit

The ninth grade Social Studies curric-
ulum features a study of the U.S.’s polit-
ical spectrum in which students learn 
about the range of political beliefs from 
liberal on the Left to conservative on the 
Right, including the views of moderates, 
as well as Libertarians. “The spectrum 
of political viewpoints – or what we call 
the Political Speedometer – is presented 
in an unbiased way where students are 
given the information and then asked to 
explore, examine and determine their 
own views,” says 9th grade social studies 
teacher, Mike Facques. 

Focus on complex thinking The 9th 
grade Social Studies curriculum places 
high value not only on developing stu-
dents’ political knowledge base, but on 
developing their research and complex 
thinking skills. Once students under-
stand the various viewpoints held across 
the spectrum, they research the political 
parties that represent those viewpoints. 
Students then demonstrate their under-
standing of the political spectrum by 
identifying both where on the spectrum 
they fall and which political party best 
fits their beliefs. “If a student said they 
held conservative views, they would then 
research the Republican and Libertarian 
parties to see which party best fits their 
viewpoint,” Facques added. 

Community forum A highlight of the 
Political Speedometer unit is the com-
munity forum that Mike Facques organizes in 
which he invites a balanced panel of community 
members representing liberal, conservative and 
libertarian viewpoints. The panel responds to 
student-generated questions about various issues 
that interest them. Issues cross the spectrum – 
from social issues, to the role of government, to 
healthcare and the environment. 

 “The panel does a fantastic job helping stu-
dents discover where they might fit on the spec-
trum of ideas and beliefs,” says Facques. As part 
of the debrief, Facques asks, “Who did you agree 
with and why? Who presented the best argument 
and why?” Students are impressed with the com-
munity members’ knowledge of the issues and 
the Constitution, despite the fact that the pan-
elists are intentionally not politicians, Facques 
says. “Not just people in politics have views,” he 
adds. At a point in students’ lives when they are 
coming of age in so many ways, having a variety 
of thoughtful and respected adults help shepherd 
their civic coming of age is especially powerful.

What better way to illustrate students’ mas-
tery of the political spectrum than from a panel 

member of the community forum. “The students 
seemed to be paying rapt attention to the discus-
sion, as that discussion ranged across the politi-
cal spectrum,” commented panelist, Ken Jones. 
“In the world of ideas, I believe that it is always 
useful to explore the ideas of others.  At my age, 
I certainly have viewpoints based upon a lifetime 
of study and experience.  I have witnessed and 
participated in much of what works and what has 
not worked in improving the human condition. 
In your classroom exchange, it was a pleasure to 
listen to views very, very different from my own, 
most of which I’ve heard before, but to deal with 
them without rancor,” Jones added.

Performance assessments check under-
standing However, nothing is left to chance, 
or rhetoric, it turns out. As a follow up activity, 
Facques asks students to fact check some of the 
statements made by the panelists.

The real challenge for students comes when 
they are asked to demonstrate their knowledge, 
complex thinking and ability to communicate ef-
fectively in two cumulative assessments.  In a test 
format, students infer a political viewpoint or be-
lief when presented with a topical issue or quote. 

Students identify which viewpoint is be-
ing represented by the topic or quote and 
why they would consider it to be a view-
point held by someone with those politi-
cal beliefs.

In a real-world application of their un-
derstanding, students write a letter to the 
editor endorsing one of the presidential 
candidates in which they choose a topic of 
focus, research the candidate’s stand, and 
find supporting evidence, persuading vot-
ers why that candidate should be our next 
president. The letters are formal, persua-
sive, evidence and researched-based, and 
driven by students’ authentic interest in 
a current issue. “I was very impressed 
by the passion and knowledge students 
brought to this project,” says 9th grade 
Social Studies teacher, Tony Doucet. “I 
was most impressed by the arguments 
they made for why people should support 
their chosen candidate. This included in-
telligent arguments about healthcare, the 
economy, and individual rights.”
Mock Election 2012

For every presidential election since the 
school’s inception in 1992, Souhegan has 
hosted a school-wide Mock Election. This 
year should prove to be a nail-biter. Vot-
er registration began last week, when stu-
dents used the actual state voter registra-
tion form to register for Souhegan’s Mock 
Election. 

An added feature of the Mock Election 
is the school’s ability to simulate the Elec-
toral College process by proportionally 
assigning advisories state electoral votes. 
The Math department, along with stu-
dents, develops a mathematical formula 
to determine how many advisories should 
represent a state. When students vote, 
Souhegan tallies both the popular vote 
and the Electoral College votes, which 
this year, might be a real-world lesson 
in electoral versus popular voting. “It’s a 
great opportunity to expose students to 
the voting process, as well as model the 
behavior of responsible citizens,” said So-
cial Studies Coordinator, Jess Tremblay. 

Standards’ aligned curriculum At a 
time of increased emphasis on civic knowledge 
and engagement, Souhegan’s approach is well-
aligned with national standards for best practice. 
A report on civics education by The Carnegie 
Corporation of New York outlines its identified 
best practices including five that are directly 
demonstrated in Souhegan’s curriculum:
• Emphasize formal instruction in democracy;
• Incorporate discussion of current events, 

especially those that students perceive to be 
important to their lives;

• Provide students with opportunities to apply 
formal civic learning to community service 
projects connected to the curriculum;

• Encourage students to participate in school 
governance;

• Encourage student participation in simulations 
of democratic processes and procedures.

Carnegie Corporation of New York, CIRCLE. 
The Civic Mission of Schools (Carnegie Corpo-
ration of New York and CIRCLE, 2003)

SHS Votes: 

2012 Mock Election Results
 
Souhegan’s 20th annual Mock Election called the out-

come of this year’s election pretty closely, with Barack 
Obama winning re-election and Maggie Hassan winning 
as New Hampshire Governor. Hassan’s 53% - 38% victory 
in the Mock Election aligns with the state results of 55% 
- 43%, according to WMUR. In the Mock Election, Char-
lie Bass won the House seat over Annie Kuster, which we 
now know, was not the outcome in New Hampshire. Inter-
estingly, Souhegan’s Electoral College system mirrored the 
national Electoral College result. The Math department 
proportionally divides Advisories to represent the nation-
al Electoral College; Souhegan’s Electoral College results 
(368-170) reflected Obama’s margin of victory that the 
polls and press did not generally anticipated prior to the 
national election. 

Souhegan’s voter turnout was 60%. Hurricane Sandy 
might have impacted the overall turnout, as teachers did 
not have a chance to re-emphasize the importance of vot-
ing, even in a Mock Election. Souhegan’s Mock Election 
is organized every year by the Social Studies department.
Souhegan High School Mock Election 2012
Results
President: Popular Vote
Barack Obama (D): 53% (260 votes)
Mitt Romney (R): 39% (193 votes)
Gary Johnson (Libertarian): 7% (32 votes)
Virgil Goode (Constitution Party): less than 1% (2 votes)
Jill Stein (Green Party): less than 1% (2 votes)
President: Electoral College
Barack Obama: 368
Mitt Romney: 170
Governor
Maggie Hassan (D): 53% (238 votes)
Ovide Lamontagne (R): 38% (168 votes)
John Babiarz (Libertarian): 9% (42 votes)
U.S House of Representatives:
Charlie Bass (R): 54.6%(247 votes)
Annie Kuster (D): 37.4%(169 votes)
Hardy Macia (Libertarian): 8%(36 votes)
Source: Souhegan High School Social Studies Department

Letter from Amherst School Board
“Communication is the real work of leadership”, states Harvard 

Business School Dean Nitin Nohria. We agree wholeheartedly, and 
are always looking for ways to encourage dialogue and improve 
collaboration with our parents and community.  At the end of last 
school year, we conducted a survey asking parents for their input 
on several key issues, and would like to provide you with a summa-
ry of the results.

The survey consisted of six questions focusing on the topics of 
communication, transitions, programming to support 21st cen-
tury learning, and potential curriculum changes. The clearly ex-
pressed preferred method of communication was email and the 
SAU websites, with no strong push for communication through 
social media.  Participants requested though that emails be con-
cise and timely.  In terms of programs to support 21st century 
learning, participants asked us to explore supporting a 24/7 edu-
cation approach, extending the school day, and the possible imple-
mentation of the Academic Learner Expectation evaluations that 
are currently used at Souhegan High School. Potential curriculum 
changes included the addition of world language instruction at the 
elementary level, an increase  in the integration of arts and tech-
nology, science, and wellness into our programs, as well as interest 
in the implementation of a full day kindergarten.  

The Board is eager to get to work to address these topics, and dis-
cussions are underway. Some items have already been addressed, 
while others will take more time.   We would invite you to uti-
lize the TRUMBA calendar, which can be accessed via all of the 
schools’ websites. This calendar provides a wealth of information 
on events happening in all of the districts in a timely and efficient 
manner.  We would also encourage you to attend the monthly cof-
fees given by the Superintendent, which provide a forum for your 
questions and an opportunity to gain deeper insights of current 
happenings.  In addition, our monthly meetings are public, and as 
always, we welcome your participation. 

   Sincerely,
   Amherst School Board Members
   Peg Bennett, Lucienne Foulks,   

   Amy Facey, Jim Manning,    
   and Paul Prescott

then branching out into commu-
nity outdoor concerts and benefit 
dance events in the Greater Bos-
ton area. Over the years, the band 
expanded its performance schedule 
to include public functions and ven-
ues in the Greater Worcester and 
Southern New Hampshire areas. 

The band also took the opportuni-
ty to incorporate more, and more 
challenging, charts into its growing 
music library. Several current band 
members are DEC, Compaq, or HP 
alumni who maintain a connection 
to the company tradition and cul-
ture. The remainder of the band is 

made up of various area jazz musi-
cians who embrace the band’s non-
profit operating philosophy. 

The CBB will be joined by jazz 
ensembles from Souhegan HS, 
Hollis-Brookline HS and the Man-
chester Community Music School. 
General Admission at the door is 

$10.00. Doors will open at 6:30pm. 
For more information about The 
Compaq Big Band, go to www.com-
paqbigband.com For event infor-
mation, please contact Carl Benevi-
des at cbenevides@sprise.com.   

FIRST Robotics Gears Up for This 
Year’s Challenge

Students in the News

Gilligan Commits To Augustana

By Nathan Castle.

Hello citizens of Amherst and 
Mont Vernon! As Souhegan High 
School’s FIRST Team Entropy 138, 
we are very excited to share our sto-
ry with you. FIRST (For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of Science and 
Technology), was founded by New 
Hampshire native and inventor, 
Dean Kamen. FIRST increases high 
school students’ interest in com-
puter science, electrical engineer-
ing and mechanical engineering by 
combining science, technology and 
the excitement of sports into an ex-
citing team-building experience. 

Students and mentors work to-
gether to design and build a robot 
that will complete a series of chal-
lenges. Mentors are adults from the 
business community with an inter-
est in robotics and teaching kids. 
Past challenges have included play-
ing basketball and manipulating 
awkwardly shaped object. Teams 
across the globe compete for a place 
at the FIRST World Championship.

Team Entropy is a diverse group 
of students representing grades 
9-12 and a diverse range of inter-
ests. The team meets once a week at 
Monarch Instruments in Amherst. 
Monarch Instruments has been in-

strumental to the team’s success, 
granting use of their machine shop 
and meeting spaces.  

Team Entropy competes every 
year in Manchester at the region-
al competition and travels to At-
lanta, GA, for the nationals. This 
year’s competition season will start 
at the beginning of December with 
the release of detailed description of 
the challenge. Until then, the vari-
ous sub-teams will be hard at work, 
training new members, preparing 
equipment, and practicing their 
skills. After the release of the chal-
lenge, we will begin work on a ro-
bot customized for this year’s chal-
lenge.

FIRST is a program for students 
interested in science, technology, 
and math. After participating on 
Team Entropy 138, students have 
gone on to become engineers, com-
puter scientists, and even Entro-
py Team Mentors. The benefits of 
FIRST do have a price, which is why 
fundraising is crucial to our suc-
cess. Our primary fundraiser is our 
annual Comedy Night and Silent 
Auction. We will write more about 
this later, but until then, have a fun 
and safe Halloween and please look 
forward to supporting Team Entro-
py at the National Competition!

Souhegan High School player 
made a verbal commitment to Au-
gustana College the weekend of 
October 21st while on campus for 
an official visit,

Augustana is a private liberal 
arts college located in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, they compete in the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate Con-
ference, which is considered one of 
the top Division 2 conferences in 
the country.

Gilligan had been hearing from 
numerous schools through the re-

cruiting process including Pep-
perdine, Air Force, Assumption, 
Jacksonville, Pfieffer, Texas Pan 
American, Central Connecticut 
and NJIT among others.  He had 
four scholarship offers but in the 
end decided that the outstanding 
combination of academics and ath-
letics as well as coaching staff, cur-
rent players, fan support and unbe-
lievable facilities Augustana had to 
offer was on another level then any 
other school.

www.derryfield.org

The Derryfield School is a coed, 
independent college-preparatory 
day school for students in grades 
6 through 12. 

The Derryfield School    
2108 River Road, Manchester, NH 03104

At The Derryfield School, we help 
students discover their passion for 
academics, the arts, athletics, 
service, and global exploration. 
Visit us to learn more.  
Open House – Sunday, Nov. 11•1-3:00 p.m. 
Our biggest event of the fall! Come and find out 
why current students and parents think the best 
education is right here at home.

Info Session – Wed., Nov. 28•6-8:00 p.m.
Families enjoy a brief presentation including a 
student made video, an open question and 
answer session and the opportunity to explore our 
wonderful campus. 

Open Classroom – Thursday, Dec. 6
7:45 – 9:30 a.m.
Open Classroom mornings provide students and 
parents interested in our Upper School with the 
opportunity to observe a first period class. Stay 
after and take a tour with one of our student 
guides!

For more information and to RSVP 
contact our Admission Office.  

603.669.4524
admission@derryfield.org

  

Everyone Has a Passion... What’s Yours?

Open House Derryfield School - Amherst Citizen 11-2-12.indd   1 11/2/2012   2:34:57 PM

Applewild School Open House
Saturday, November 17 - Applewild School Open House – 1:00 – 3:00 
pm. Tour campus and meet teachers and students.  Applewild School is 
an independent co-educational K-8 day school serving families in central 
MA and southern NH.  120 Prospect St., Fitchburg.  www.applewild.org; 
978-342-6053

Hollis Preschool Open House
Hollis Preschool will host an open house and tour on Monday, November 
19 and again on Monday, December 10 at 9:30 am at 5 Hollis Village 
Marketplace. It’s not too early to start looking at preschool for your 2, 3, 
and 4 year old. Come experience why everyone loves Hollis Preschool! 
Please join us for a brief information session and tour of the school. Call 
465-3089 or email registrar@hollispreschool.com to register.
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