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Serious Games
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on What’s New for weekly specials, or Directions/Hours 

for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio 
Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

 120 Route 101A
 Amherst, NH
 (603) 880-8471

Parking Ban – November 1 to April 1
Revised Ordinance

Pursuant to the provisions of RSA Chapter 41, Section 11 and 
RSA Chapter 47, Section 17, the following regulation is hereby es-
tablished for the Town of Amherst.

From November 1st to April 1st of each year, no person shall park 
any motor vehicle on any public highway at any time in such a man-
ner as to impede snow plowing, snow removal or road surface treat-
ment operations. 

Information regarding vehicles found impeding winter opera-
tions by the Town of Amherst Department of Public Works or inde-
pendent contractors engaged by the Director of Public Works will 
be turned over to the Amherst Police Department for disposition. 

Any vehicle parked in violation may be authorized to be towed 
by the Chief of Police or his designee. Any vehicles towed shall be 
stored and released to the owner only upon payment of the cost of 
towing (as established by the towing firm).

Any person violating the parking ban shall be subject to a penalty 
not to exceed $50.00 for each offence in addition to any other costs 
associated with the removal of the vehicle.
Placing snow upon certain roads and streets
Obstructions and Encroachments

Any person who shall put or place or cause to be put or placed any 
snow or ice upon the surface of the traveled portion of any Class V 
or Class IV highway or town-maintained portion of a Class II high-
way for any purpose, shall be guilty of a violation if a natural person, 
or guilty of a misdemeanor of any other person except with written 
Town approval by the Director of Public Works or his designated 
representative.

Any person violating these by-laws shall be subject to a penalty 
not exceeding the following: (1) First Offense – Written warning (2) 
Second Offense - $50.00 penalty (3) Third Offense - $100 penalty.

This ordinance shall be effective December 9, 2002

Junior Women’s Club Holiday 
Home-Life Project
To the editor:

This year marks the 36th anniversary of the Amherst Junior Women’s 
Club Holiday Home-Life Project. Because of the generosity of our commu-
nity, we have delivered holiday food baskets to over 1,000 families in Am-
herst in the past 35 years. What a wonderful demonstration of caring for 
our neighbors in need.

This community project took place at the Amherst Fire Station on Satur-
day, December 15th. On this day volunteers from the AJWC and the Lions 
Club coordinate and deliver many baskets of food and household essen-
tials to the Amherst families in need. In the baskets we placed baked goods 
made by our local Girl Scouts, canned goods donated by the MOMs Club of 
Amherst, as well as enough food to enjoy a wonderful family holiday meal.

Last year we delivered to over 45 families. With the ever-changing econ-
omy, we suspect that more families will be in need this year. Without the 
generous help of individuals, area businesses and organizations, this proj-
ect would not be possible. We ask that the citizens of Amherst consider 
making a monetary donation to this project. Any amount you give will 
make a difference in your neighbors’ hearts and homes this holiday season.

Your tax deductible contribution may be sent to:
Amherst Junior Women’s Club 

Home-Life Project 
P.O. Box 513 

Amherst, NH 03031

Thank you and happy holidays to you 
and your family.
Jen Thibeault & Christa Roth
Home-Life Chairpersons 

LaBelle Winery Thanks Everyone 
for Their Tremendous Support
To the editor:

A heartfelt thank you to the Town of Amherst and its officials, citizens 
and neighbors, for making LaBelle Winery feel so welcome here in Am-
herst.     As many of you know, we waited over 12 years to build this Amer-
ican Dream come true.     Now that we are settled in and making wine in 
our new “home”, we are overwhelmed with feelings of gratitude for the 
many blessings that we have received and for the goodwill of our neigh-
bors.   We owe thanks to many, many people, and I can’t list them all, but 
special thanks to Sarah Marchant for her guidance during the planning 
process, Fulcrum Associates of Amherst for their excellent construction, 
BMA Architects of Amherst, who’s beautiful design brought to life our 
dreams, Doug Miller of Landesign for his spectacular landscape design, 
Lynch Excavation for their excavation and landscape installation, Harry 
Payne at HMP Fence for the vineyard trellis system, and countless others 
who contributed in large and small ways.    We met so many wonderful 
people while building this project!

The support from our community has been overwhelming!
Cesar and I are so lucky to live and work in such a wonderful commu-

nity with our two boys, and we look forward to giving back as much as we 
have received through both our strong charity program and by employing 
even more local residents. We look forward to hosting you and your family 
at LaBelle Winery soon!

Blessings to each of you this Christmas and always,
 

Amy LaBelle and Cesar Arboleda,  
LaBelle Winery, Amherst

Editorial

Cherish Every Moment
Before the tragic events at Sandy Hook Elementary School, New-

town, Conn., I intended to write an editorial describing the com-
mon events that occur in Amherst that strengthen the community. 
Then I heard a commentator declare that in light of Sandy Hook, 
daily life is just trivial pursuit.

Really.  
Not so from where I sit.  I have a front row seat at the daily 

events that occur in the lives of Amherst residents.  That includes 
the community events centered in our village, July 4th, Memorial 
Day, Halloween and Tree Lighting, where our children learn about 
the greater community and our common values that bind.  Recent 
events focus on how much we trust so many to keep our families 
and children safe as they step out the door and we wave good-bye 
as our children rush to catch the school bus.  At the end of a long 
day, our trust is rewarded as the process is reversed and they are 
safely returned to our keeping.

In my own family this year we celebrated a milestone birthday, 
an anniversary 45 years in the making, a new baby, a law school 
graduation and the pleasure of watching the next generation grow 
and thrive in our local schools.  These special events are not singu-
lar to my family; they are played out in families across town each 
year in a variety of iterations.  

I, like you, cherish every moment and hold them dear.  A hurried  
“I love you” from a five year old or a comforting and uncondition-
al hug from a grandmother are never trivial.  Amherst has known 
local events that have shattered lives and ripped at the soul of our 
community, yet there is healing in the warmth and strength of a 
supportive community that helps people through the most diffi-
cult of times.  For some, just a warm greeting as you pass at the 
Post Office or Moulton’s will make their day a little brighter.

At this time of year, I hope you find joy, peace and strength with 
your family, friends and within the community of Amherst.

One additional note – Thank you to the man who chased me 
down outside the church after the Christmas Concert to return my 
gloves, which I didn’t know I had forgotten.

Cliff Ann Wales,
Editor and Publisher

Amherst Newcomers’ Breakfast 
With Santa Was Great Fun for All
To the editor:

Thank you for helping Amherst Area Newcomers’ Club get the word out 
about Breakfast With Santa. The event on December 8th at the Congrega-
tional Church was great fun for all--especially for Santa and the children! 
The Newcomers’ Club wishes to thank the many community donors and 
volunteers who made it possible. A special shout out goes to our photog-
rapher, Marsha Vandermey of Harper Point Photography who generously 
and carefully snapped keepsake photos for each precious child visiting with 
Santa. We’d like to thank the National Honor Society student volunteers 
from Souhegan High School and Marie Mendelow’s piano students. Their 
smiles and creative talents enabled the children to experience the Spirit of 
the season. We are very grateful to our local retailers for their support and 
generous donations: A & E Coffee Roastery, Shaw’s Supermarket, Stop ’n 
Shop, Walmart, and Blue Seal of Milford. Please support these local com-
munity businesses in return.

Thank you Amherst area families! Happy New Year to all!

Doffie Farrar and Teresa Connelly for 
the Amherst Area Newcomers’ Club
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Letters To the editor:

Board Works Toward Fair and  
Responsible Budget
To the editor:

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board continues to work with the Su-
perintendent, high school administration and staff, and Advisory Finance 
Committee to propose a fair, responsible budget.   We feel it is our respon-
sibility to help ensure that we have informed voters, and wanted to share 
some of our thoughts as we continue this work.

Staffing - High schools differ from elementary and middle schools in that 
they are largely program driven.  A certain level of staffing is required in 
order to offer the level of programming our students and parents expect, 
including our AP programs for which the high school was recently recog-
nized.  However, we are working with the administration to understand 
how we can use our staff effectively and creatively to meet those needs in 
the most cost-efficient manner.  This includes a department by department 
look at enrollment. We will do everything possible to ensure that we do not 
compromise the education of our students in the process. 

Roof/HVAC Bond - We will be asking the voters to support a warrant ar-
ticle for a bond of approximately $2M for a new roof on our main building 
and replacement of our HVAC systems.  These items were part of a $2.93M 
warrant article that was defeated last March.  The article last March also 
included some paving and a new interior locking/security system, which 
we have chosen not to include at this time.  Our hope is that the roof and 
HVAC systems, our most critical items, will pass.  

Since the vote last March, considerable money and effort have been ex-
pended to keep the leaking roof from damaging key parts of the building, 
including the gymnasium floor, which is the site of many of the leaks. Mul-
tiple engineering reviews have all concluded that our existing 21 year old 
roof system has exceeded its design life cycle (14 years) and needs replace-
ment.  In addition, shortly after the vote last year, a key component of the 
HVAC system failed, resulting in a $14,000 bill for the taxpayers.  That 
item, in addition to overall maintenance repair costs that have more than 
tripled in the last four years, indicate we have passed the critical point now 
and cannot stress enough the necessity for approval of these expenditures 
before more costly and significant failures occur. We are fortunate to have 
such a dedicated building maintenance crew which has kept our building 
in pristine shape over the last 21 years. They have ensured that there was 
never an interruption to our students’ academics or the many cultural, ath-
letic, artistic and community events hosted on our campus. It is imperative, 
however, that we begin to address our aging systems now. 

Our public hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, January 9 at 6 P.M. in 
the Souhegan High School Theater.  The Deliberative Session is Saturday, 
February 2, at 11 A.M. following the Amherst School District Deliberative. 
Please feel free to join us then, at any of our meetings, or to contact us with 
questions you have at any time.  Our contact information can be found at 
www.sprise.com.

Respectfully, 
The Souhegan Cooperative School 
Board
Chris Janson, Mary Lou Mullens, 
Howard Brown, Pim Grondstra, Steve 
Coughlan, Pete Maresco, and Fran 
Harrow

Republicans … Pursue Same 
Strategies As Romney
To the editor:

According to reports in the media many Republicans were absolutely 
convinced that Mitt Romney would win the election, and not only win it, 
but win it by a landslide. This may help explain that since November 6 they 
have been mostly in denial. How else is one to account for the fact that in 
the negotiations with the White House over the so-called fiscal cliff, which, 
incidentally, was almost entirely the creation of House Republicans, they 
have so far offered the same vague proposals for revenue increases that 
proved so disastrous for Romney?

They have conceded that new revenues are needed. But since they are 
adamantly opposed to raising tax rates on the wealthiest Americans, they 
have resorted to fuzzy talk about closing tax loopholes and capping or 
eliminating certain deductions. Like Romney in the presidential campaign 
they have so far refused to specify which loopholes they are willing to close 
or which deductions they are willing to eliminate or cap. In other words, 
in the ongoing negotiations they are pursuing the same strategies that cost 
them the election, hoping that what they did not achieve at the ballot box, 
they will achieve at the negotiating table. I am reminded of the proverb in 
Frederick Maryat’s novel The Children of the New Forest: “If at first you 
don’t succeed, try, try, try again.” 

Jens Rieckmann
Amherst


