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Historic Amherst

The Bake-House in Amherst Village
BY KATRINA HOLMAN

‘Tis the season for baking – 
but if one isn’t so inclined, there 
are several excellent bakeries 
in Amherst today. In early-to-
mid 19th century, Amherst had 
its own bakery, but each baker 
stayed only a few years.
Bakery at 19 Middle Street

There is an old house in Am-
herst Village that is of particular 
interest because the oldest part 
of it (presumably what is now 
the middle section) was pur-
pose-built as a two-story “bake-
house” with two bake ovens 
for a professional baker. Rich-
ard Girdler Goss (c.1805-1890) 
bought the northern half of the 
former Smith tavern/inn at 21 
Middle Street in March 1832 
for $700; and at the same time 
he bought about half an acre 
of land next-door north at SW 
corner with Cross Street for $10 
and built a two-story bake house with a cellar 
there and a barn 25 by 30 feet. (This was be-
fore the Unitarian meeting house (1835), now 
Baptist church, and the Methodist church 
(1840), now Wigwam museum, were built.) In 
1832, Goss’ real estate was valued for tax pur-
poses at $300 (for the half-house), but starting 
in 1834, at $1400.

Goss kept 4 horses and had 3 wagons, pre-
sumably to deliver or peddle his baked goods 
in the vicinity. He was taxed on stock in trade 
of $100 (which was a lower amount than any 
other tradesman, as one might expect). Goss 
had arrived in Amherst a couple years earli-
er as a newlywed, having married Joanna T. 
Lovett of Beverly  in July 1829, and first lived 
on Carriage Road (location deduced from 
1830 census). He must have been optimistic 
about business prospects to invest in a dedi-
cated building, but he left just four years lat-
er, when there were “none of the trade near-
er than Nashua, New Ipswich and Concord” 
(according to an advertisement for his “bak-

er’s stand” in Farmers’ Cabinet, 17 Feb. 1837). 
Richard G. Goss “having closed his business 
in this place, [sold] at public auction on April 
14, at his dwelling-house in Amherst: Four 
horses, 1 cow, 3 wagons and harnesses, 1 set 
of wagon wheels, 40 cords of wood, a large lot 
of manure, 50 butter firkins, 400 flour barrels, 
5 barrels of cider, and a quantity of salt pork. 
Also, household furniture ... Cooking Stove, 
Shop Stove. Also a pew in the new Meet-
ing-House [Unitarian] . ... [T]he necessary 
Tools for carrying on the Baking business 
[were offered for sale or to] let with the prem-
ises.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 25 March 1836.) The 
family returned to Marblehead, then moved 
to Salem, Mass. where Richard and his son 
Charles (b. 1833/’34 in N.H., probably in Am-
herst at 21 Middle St.) continued as bakers.
Succession of Bakers

The next baker here was Edwin A. Moore 
(c.1806-1849) of Boston who in 1837 bought 
“bake-house, barn and tenement” (tenement 

being northerly half of house 
next door) but lasted little more 
than a year; his mortgage was 
re-assigned to local business-
man Aaron Lawrence; fore-
closed in 1838. Moore and wife 
Ann Beath, who had wed in 
Boston, Mass. in 1830, moved 
to Roxbury, Mass. where he 
continued as a baker and she 
carried on as a confectioner af-
ter his early death.

The third and final known 
baker on Middle Street was 
Charles Taylor who rented the 
bake-house from 1839 (perhaps 
as early as ‘38) to Oct. 1841. 
In 1840 census, besides his 
wife Almira Marshall and two 
young daughters, in his house-
hold in Amherst there were 
also 4 males aged 15-19 and 
1 male 20-29, presumably his 
employees because six persons 
were then employed in manu-
facturing or trade. Taylor kept 
three horses, but was not taxed 

on any stock in trade. The Taylors moved to 
Nashua, where Charles continued as a baker 
and died in Jan. 1860 aged 62 years; his widow 
Alma died 1866 aged 66.

The original “large” ovens of the former 
bake-house at 19 Middle Street have disap-
peared, so I cannot tell you how their size 
compared to other, remaining brick bake ov-
ens in old Amherst houses. These are often 
called “beehive” ovens because they usually 
had an arched opening (so were shaped like 
a skep), but once iron doors became common, 
the openings were made rectangular.
Other Bakery Locations in Amherst

Although the building at 19 Middle Street 
is the only known dedicated bake-house in 
town, there were earlier bakers in Amherst. 
William Rust, from Ipswich, Mass., died in 
Amherst at age 35 in 1805 while he was a bak-
er working on lower Mack Hill (location de-
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Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association

TM

Salzburg Square • 292  Route 101 • Amherst, NH 
www.aurvarasalon.com • 673-0404

081362

Remember the three “R’s”
Relax, Rejuvenate and Revive.

In celebration of our 9th Anniversary
Book your 1 hour massage with Kim Ward, LMT for $50, 

now through Jan. 11.

an aveda concept salon

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England
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Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Holiday Centerpieces

305 Route 101, Amherst • 673.3008 • www.amherstgardencenter.com
Open Daily Until December 24th!

Taking orders until Sunday, December 23rd!

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Brrrrrrrr...!
Baby it getting cold outside! 

Don’t worry... I’ll get your home in shape 
before Jack Frost makes his appearance.

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

The Meeting Place / 199 Route 101 / Amherst • 769-3388

For a Limited Time

$190030 Day 
Risk-Free Trial Only Next to the Amherst 

Post Office

Integrity is HER GYM - no men, no 
children, no housework – it’s clean, 
inviting, a peaceful retreat from a 
busy life. Convenient, available to 
members 24 hours a day. 
An atmosphere of support - 
all women all the time.

Nashaway Chapter/Audubon Society Holds 47th  
Annual Christmas Bird Count

On Saturday, December 29 the Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will join with 
tens of thousands of volunteers throughout North and South America to participate 
in the 113th annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC). For over a hundred years, the 
desire to both make a difference and to experience the beauty of nature has driven 
dedicated people to leave the comfort of a warm house in the middle of winter. 
Each of the citizen scientists who brave snow, wind, or rain to take part in the CBC 
make an enormous contribution to conservation. 

In New Hampshire there are 21 bird count areas and each count’s survey area 
stays the same from year to year.  You can join a team to count a survey area or,  
if you live in the count circle,  you can simply count the birds from your window! At 
the end of the day, counters from the field will join at the Lawrence Barn in Hol-
lis to record their findings over dinner (a small fee will be collected for those who 
participate in the tally/dinner). For more information or to be assigned to a count 
area, contact Richard Bielawski at 429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.com. For more 
information about this tradition bird count, go to http://birds.audubon.org/about-
christmas-bird-count

Al-Anon and Alateen Information
The holiday season can be a particularly difficult time for those who care about 

a problem drinker, but there is no season on pain and suffering. Whenever a fam-
ily member reaches out for help, the hand of Al-Anon and Alateen will be there. 
Meeting information is available by calling toll free 1-888-4AL-ANON (1-888-425-
2666), Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM. More information is also available on 
the Al-Anon/Alateen Web site, www.al-anon.alateen.org  To help them you have to 
help yourself first.

Trail Stewards Needed at ACC
Amherst Conservation Commission needs trail stewards to be the primary care 

givers to make monthly physical check-up walks on their adopted trails, clearing 
minor fallen limbs and seasonal growth, maintaining trail markings, and reporting 
major concerns and opportunities for trail enhancements to the ACC Trails Manag-
er.  Standards for trail maintainers are available and guides to help plan major trail 
additions and improvements. The ACC maintains 25 miles of trails on the 2,000 
open space acres it manages.   Please email acc@amherstnh.gov .

Newcomers Club Welcomes New Members
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

New Members Welcome at Amherst Junior  
Women’s Club

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

The original part of this house at 19 Middle Street was built as a two-story 
bake-house in 1832 by/for Richard G. Goss (c.1805-1890) from Marble-
head, a baker here until 1836. It was enlarged into a dwelling house c. 
1845.

Town Administrator on Administrative Leave Over Personnel Issue
by Cliff Ann Wales

 
Wednesday, December 5 at 1:30 

p.m., Town Administrator James 
O’Mara was  put on administrative 
leave.  That is the only information 
available on this subject.  On speak-
ing with Selectmen Tom Grella his 
only comment was that this is a per-
sonnel issue and as such the Board 
of Selectmen has no comment.  Mr. 
Grella confirmed that Mr. O’Mara 
was not escorted out of the build-
ing by the police. When asked if Mr. 
O’Mara would return to his posi-
tion at a later date, Mr. Grella said, 
“No comment.”

Mr. James M. O’Mara of Amherst 
accepted the position of Amherst 
Town Administrator, in August of 
2011. He starte fulltime in early Oc-
tober.

Mr. O’Mara served as the Super-
intendent of Corrections for Hills-
borough County for over 20 years. 
In this position, Mr. O’Mara has 
had executive management respon-
sibility for the 721 bed county cor-
rectional facility, which includes a 
14.9 million dollar operating bud-
get and a staff of over 175 fulltime 
employees. As Superintendent of 
Corrections, Mr. O’Mara reports to 
the Hillsborough County Board of 
Commissioners.

Mr. O’Mara was reappointed to 
a second term on the New Hamp-
shire Public Employees Labor Re-
lations Board by New Hampshire 
Governor John Lynch. Mr. O’Mara 
also has extensive experience tes-
tifying before the New Hampshire 
Legislature.

“The Town of Amherst will be 
losing a distinguished member of 
the Board of Selectmen, but we are 
gaining an outstanding Town Ad-
ministrator. We are looking for-
ward to Mr. O’Mara serving and 
making Amherst a better town for 
all of us to live in,” said Chairman 
Bruce Bowler.

“I have had the privilege of serv-
ing with Jim for five years on the 
Amherst School Board and over a 
year on the Amherst Board of Se-
lectmen. We are lucky to have a 
new Town Administrator with Jim’s 
leadership ability. I know that Jim 
will look at each issue and address 
it in a way that will be in the best in-
terest of the Town,” said Selectman 
Dwight Brew.

Selectman George Infanti com-
mented, “I am quite confident Jim 

will not only be a great Town Ad-
ministrator, but will inspire those 
around him to reach their maxi-
mum potential.”

Mr. O’Mara is a 20 year resident 
of Amherst. He has served on the 
Amherst Recreation starting in 
1992, was an Assistant Pack Master 
and served on the Town of Amherst 
Ways and Means Committee for 
three years. In 2002 Jim was elected 
to his first of two terms as a mem-
ber of the Amherst School Board. 
After taking a year off, in 2009 Mr. 
O’Mara successfully ran for a seat 
on the Amherst Board of Selectmen 
receiving the most votes of all can-
didates running that year.

Mr. O’Mara has resigned his seat 
on the Amherst Board of Selectmen 
to accept the appointment as Town 
Administrator.


