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From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Did You Know?
Dear Community Members:

On Wednesday, December 19th from 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Souhegan 
Cooperative High School theatre, mem-
bers of the SAU #39 Board and admin-
istration will host a PUBLIC FORUM 
with your state senators and representa-
tives.  (Please see adjacent information).

Please join us with your questions and 
comments on the topic of “School Dis-
trict Budgets and Educational Funding in New Hampshire”.

This will be a moderated forum and we are planning on an hour 
and a half.

    Peter Warburton
    Superintendent of Schools

Schools

as a catalyst for building awareness 
of and for raising money for Bridg-
es’ plight. Subsequently, her efforts 
transformed into creating a moving 
story about the problems faced by 
victims of domestic violence. With 
beginnings as a public service an-
nouncement-like film, 16 months 
later it is a 38-minute in-depth doc-
umentary. “It offers Bridges the 
chance to bring the issue of domes-
tic violence to the public,” Kaitlyn 
says. 

Indeed, Kaitlyn’s filming of vic-
tims of domestic and relationship 
violence serves as a moving testa-
ment to its destructive nature, but 
also to the healing power of film. 
“Each of the five victims of domes-
tic violence told me that helping 
with this project, telling their story, 
is helping them to recover from the 
after-effects physically, emotion-
ally, mentally, even verbally,” Kait-
lyn says. “It helped them adjust to a 
more normal life. They were really 
willing to share their stories. They 
were very hopeful that it would help 
save others from a downward spiral 
that they can’t get out of.”

Not only does the film include 
interviews with domestic violence 
victims and Bridges staff, but Kait-
lyn’s in-depth investigation led her 
to interview a judge, two policemen 
and court advocates as well. Per-
haps the most valuable feature of 
the film is that, because of her abil-
ity to include young people who are 
victims of violence, students will be 
better equipped to look for signs 
of problems and alert adults who 
can help. The film provides a range 
of opportunities for the viewer to 
learn and become more proactive. 
It is a real teaching tool on an im-
portant but under-covered commu-
nity problem. 

After an initial viewing of the 
documentary, the Bridges staff was 
very proud of their clients and the 
way that they were able to “hold 
themselves together and discuss 
openly and candidly their troubles 
and issues, some of which were a 
decade old and some very current,”

When asked how her high school 
education helped makes the docu-

mentary a successful project, Kait-
lyn replied, “No question that the 
help of the faculty and staff of the 
High School made this possible. The 
philosophy of our school system 
also helped me succeed. Souhegan  
pedagogy doesn’t teach just how 
to take tests or use strict memori-
zation. The complex thinking and 
collaborative worker aspects and all 
the Academic Learner Expectations 
that we focus on at Souhegan gave 
me a way to monitor my growth as 
a person and tackle this. Supportive 
community members also helped 
me better understand the hidden 
issues that are present in our com-
munity and how we each can help 
by doing ‘something“. 

Kaitlyn hopes to present the film 
at Amherst Middle School for Proj-
ect Safeguard and at schools in the 
area along with the Bridge’s staff 
who recognize its power as part of 
an education programs for teens. 
Kaitlyn also anticipates showing 
the film on local access cable and to 
local organizations, like the Lion’s 
Club, Rotary Club, churches, and 
PTA’s as a catalyst for both aware-
ness and fund-raising. 

Kaitlyn has since earned the Girl 
Scout Gold Award, the highest hon-
or bestowed by the Girl Scouts. Her 
future is indeed bright. She has a 
clearer vision and purpose for her 
life. “Before this project, I had no 
idea what I wanted to do in the fu-
ture. And now I know that I need to 
make a difference, need to help peo-
ple. The projects will only get more 
complex, interesting and rewarding 
from here.” 

“One more thing – I believe it is 
important for young people to real-
ize how much they can accomplish 
with their talents, passion, and mo-
tivation. There are so many resourc-
es available to students, including 
tons of teachers who are doing such 
amazing things beyond their basic 
teaching. Souhegan is such an ex-
citing place in which to learn.”

For more information about Kait-
lyn’s documentary or Bridges,  con-
tact Dawn reams at (603)-889-0858.

Camp Rock: the Musical 
is Coming to Amherst 

Middle School in March
Tickets go on sale in February

Santa’s Elves at Souhegan High School!
The holiday spirit has struck again!  Over the past fifteen years, Souhegan 
advisories have sponsored well over 650 children at Christmastime.  Work-
ing with the Nashua Soup Kitchen and Shelter, Souhegan advisories “adopt” 
a child and raise money to purchase their “Christmas wish.”  This year 45 
children will find toys, clothes and their special wishes, including 11 bikes 
under their tree.  In the true mission of “active stewardship of family, nation 
and globe,” our students continue to contribute to our local communities.    

Amherst Middle School Staff   
Donate To Holiday Toy Store

Joint Effort Between Souhegan High’s Ethics 
Forum and Teen Job Bank Benefits Bridges

 

On November 17th, 11 Students from Souhegan High School’s Ethics 
Forum, in cooperation with The Teen Job Bank, performed a fall clean-up  
and donated the funds that the students earned to support “BRIDGES”, 
the Milford based agency that combats domestic violence. Students shown 
are Pia Marciano, Shannon Amrein and Abigail Anson. The fund-raiser was 
coordinated by Sara Noble and Kaitlyn Maloney.   

Warm Hands, Warm Hearts at Applewild
FITCHBURG , MA – Applewild 

School students have been putting 
some valuable lessons into practice 
this holiday season. Acting on two 
of the school’s Core Values, com-
passion and civic-mindedness, stu-
dents have been invited to partici-
pate in two charitable drives. 

Throughout the school, Kin-
dergarten through eighth grade, 
students have been gathering 
non-perishable food items as well 
as toiletries to place under the Giv-
ing Tree, this year set up in the new 
Stone Family Dining Hall at the 
school in Fitchburg. The items will 
be given to the Cleghorn Neighbor-
hood Center in Fitchburg to stock 
their food bank for families in need.

The Upper School Student Coun-
cil, under the leadership of Dr. Julia 
Miles of Acton, is sponsoring a hol-
iday gift drive to benefit local fami-
lies served by the Montachusett In-
terfaith Hospitality Network Family 
Homeless Shelter. Students wish-
ing to participate took a tag from 
the “Warm Hands, Warm Hearts” 
display, purchased the gift noted, 
wrapped the gift and attached the 
tag. Gifts included hats, mittens, 

socks, books and a small toy. The 
gifts will be donated to the children 
who stay at the shelter. In addition, 
the Student Council has allotted 
$100 of their funds to support the 
food drive and the gift drive. 

(L to R): Amherst Middle School teachers and staff Lindsay Toomey, Millie 
Thibeault, Mary Epstein, Larry Ballard, and Jayma Robinson.

On Friday December 7, teachers 
and staff from the Amherst School 
District helped load toys and $650 
worth of donations to the Holiday 
Toy Store. The Amherst Education 
Association and Amherst Support 
Staff Association have joined to-

gether to donate holiday presents to 
children in need for the past eight 
years. The Holiday Toy Store helps 
families in need with children (in-
fants through fifteen years old) re-
siding in Milford, Amherst, Mont 
Vernon, or Brookline.

The Amherst Middle School Theater Club cast has started rehearsals and preparations for Disney’s Camp 
Rock: The Musical. The show dates are March 14, 15 and 16.

Faculty members who particiipated in the “No Shave November” fundraiser.   
The participants did not shave for the month of November and the pledg-
es that they collected went to Marguerite’s Place in Nashua.  Participants 
include:  Back row:  Ryan Lemieux,  Ken Pfitzenmayer, Chris Balch, Ken 
Boisselle, Bert Desrochers, Jon Ingram.
Front row:  Steve Dreher, Tony Doucet, Bernie D’Amours, Kevin Proctor.
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