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Children’s Programming 
JOIN US FOR STORYTIME! 
SESSION 3

Starts the week of January 7th and 
goes through Feb. 8th. There will be 
no storytime on Tuesday, Jan. 8.  We 
will have a make-up session on Tuesday, 
Feb. 19.
Baby Listeners  (newborn-2yrs.)
Fridays at 10:30 – Caregivers present

Our “baby” group offers an opportunity for babies 
and their caregivers to gather for rhymes, songs and 
puppets. Emphasis is on traditional rhymes that rein-
force language patterns and provide for parent/child 
interaction. A simple book or two intended for this age 
is generally highlighted.
Toddler Time (2 and 3-yr. olds)
Tuesdays at 10:00 – Caregivers present

Toddler Time is for our 2 and 3 year olds who are  just 
beginning to discover the joy of books and stories!   We 
mix it up with simple rhymes, songs, and puppets  to 
appeal to a toddler’s attention span.  Each session  con-
cludes with a simple craft for the caregiver and  child to 
create together.  Come and join us, we have lots of fun!
Book Bunch (3-6 yrs.)
Thurs. at 10:00 – Thurs. at 1:00pm

Our “Book Bunch” storytime is designed for the lon-
ger  attention span of the preschool-kindergarten set. 
These  action-packed 40 minute programs include a 
wide variety  of books, finger plays, and songs.  At the 
conclusion of  each session, caretakers are invited to 
come in and assist  their children with a simple craft.

All groups meet once per week for six-week sessions  
which run from September until June. No registration 
is required.  For more information, please call 603-673-
2288 and  ask for Miss Sarah or Miss Sue.  For up-to-
date information  concerning library programs and 
events, please visit our website, www.amherst.lib.nh.us  
and click on Calendar of Events.                                                                                            

Paws for Reading---Come read to Anna 
and Leo!!

Anna and Leo, our reading therapy 
dogs, and their handler, Carol, will be 
here to listen to our children read on 
Tuesday, Jan. 8,  from 3:30 to 4:30, 
and on Saturday, Jan. 12, from 10:30 
to 11:30.  This is a wonderful way for 
beginning readers to practice their 
skills, and it’s lots of fun for more 
experienced readers, too!  To regis-
ter for a 15-minute reading appoint-
ment, please call Miss Sarah or Miss 
Sue at 673-2288.

Junior Book Clubs  
Our elementary-age book clubs will 

meet this month on the following days:
2nd/3rd grade---We’ll meet on 

Wednesday, Jan.9th, at 6:30pm to discuss the 
book The Legend of Spud Murphy by Eoin Colf-

er.  This is a funny story about two brothers who are 
“sentenced” to spending afternoons in the Children’s 
Room of their local library for a summer.  Please con-
tact Miss Sarah at 673-2288 or shydorn@amherst.lib.
nh.us if you are interested in joining our group.

3rd/4th grade—We’ll meet on Wednesday, Jan. 16, 
at 6:30pm to discuss the book  Wild River by P.J. Peters-
en.   This is an exciting survival adventure story about 
two brothers who run into trouble on a whitewater ca-
noeing  trip.  Please contact Miss Sarah at 673-2288 
or shydorn@amherst.lib.nh.us if you are interested in 
joining our group.
E-BOOK CLASSES FOR KINDLES and NOOKS

Got an e-reader for a holiday gift? Want to learn how 
to download free library e-books on it? Come to the 
Amherst Town Library and take a hands-on class and 
learn how! We’ll have three different classes for three 
different types of devices. Come with your device and a 
laptop and we will show you how to set up your account 
and get you ready to read library e-books.

The classes will take place on the following dates:
• January 17th at 6:00 PM  - Nook ( please note, a 

laptop is required for this class)
• January 24th at 6:00 PM – Kindles

The event is free and open to the public. Please regis-
ter for this event and all the upcoming adult programs 
and events by calling (603) 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
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The Music of Love; Jayne Kelly with Jerry 
Germer in Concert 

AMHERST - The Amherst Town 
Library welcomes you to the second 
concert in its very popular Sundays 
at 4 Music Series on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10th with “The Music of Love: 
Jayne Kelly with Jerry Germer” from 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Main Read-
ing Room of the Library.  Come cel-
ebrate an early Valentine’s Day as pi-
anist Jayne Kelly performs romantic 
and passionate classical piano mel-
odies of Chopin and also performs 
as a vocalist singing jazz standards, 
including “My Funny Valentine,” 
with jazz pianist Jerry Germer. The 
Amherst Town Library thanks the 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary for providing the funding for 
this concert series.

Jayne Kelly was raised in Long Is-
land, NY and graduated from the 
Crane School of Music in 1981.  A 
few years later she moved to NH 
where she met Lithuanian pianist 
Yura Chute, who encouraged and 
coached Jayne for 11 years.  She 
teaches piano extensively, with 
an emphasis on adult instruction.  
She performs in numerous concert 
venues and has recently been fea-
tured on WMUR’s New Hampshire 
Chronicle.  In addition to her love 
for classical piano, Jayne has recent-
ly discovered a passion for singing 

jazz as well as other styles of vocal 
music.  Her latest CD for solo clas-
sical piano is entitled, “Virtually 
Live.”

Accompanist Jerry Germer played 
jazz in various combos in Northern 
Utah during his high school and 
college years.  After moving to NH 
in the 1980s, he played clarinet and 
bassoon in the Keene State Col-
lege Band and bassoon in the Keene 
Chamber Orchestra.  Jerry later was 
the bassoonist in the woodwind 
quintet, Quintessence.  He also has 
composed several pieces for en-

sembles, includ-
ing five published 
woodwind quin-
tet pieces.  In 2000, 
he co-authored a 
book with his late 
wife, Lucie, enti-
tled Horning in, the 
Grown-Up’s Guide 
to Making Music 
for Fun.  Jerry cur-
rently plays bas-
soon in the Keene 
State College Or-
chestra and has re-
cently teamed up as 
jazz pianist with pi-
anist-vocalist Jayne 
Kelly.    

The final concerts of the Sundays 
at 4 Music Series are “The Willow 
Flute Ensemble in Concert” on Sun-
day, March 3 and “Old Favorite in 
Concert” on Sunday, April 14.  All 
the concerts are free and open to 
the public.  To register for any or all 
of these programs, please call the 
Amherst Town Library at 673-2288, 
email library@amherst.lib.nh.us, or 
visit the Library’s web site at http://
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click on 
the calendar icon, labeled “Calendar 
of Events” on the homepage.

 

Love Letters: The Intimate Correspondence of John 
and Abigail Adams
A Living History Presentation

 AMHERST - The Amherst Town Library pres-
ents Adams scholars and living-history perform-
ers Tom Macy and Patricia Bridgman in “Love 
Letters: The Intimate Correspondence of John 
and Abigail Adams” on Tuesday, February 12, 
from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. in the Main Reading Room 
of the Library. The program is part of the Febru-
ary series at the Library called Speaking of Love.  
The twenty or so letters featured in this presenta-
tion span from the early years of John and Abigail 
Adams’ courtship, which began in 1759, to early 
1778, when John and son John Quincy sailed to 
France.  The letters feature light-hearted teasing, 
the joys of children and farm, optimism on the 
eve of the birth of a nation, and steadfast love and 
respect for each other.  They also reflect human 
concerns that are familiar today.   The performers 
remain in character throughout the program and 
are dressed in historically accurate clothing.  The 
performance will be followed by a question and 
answer period.

It is a marvel that the Adams letters survived.  
It was customary at that time in history that pri-
vate correspondence be destroyed.  Jim Taylor, 
editor-in-chief of the Adams papers for the Mas-
sachusetts Historical Society, which has originals 
of nearly 1,170 letters between the Adams, said 
their situation [for long periods of time the Ad-
ams were separated], fueled the flow of ink. At the 
closing of one letter to John (December 10, 1775), 
Abigail wrote, “Be kind enough to burn this Let-
ter. Tis wrote in great haste and a most incorrect 
Scrawl it is….” In another (April 17, 1777), she 
wrote, “I really think this Letter would make a 
curious figure if it should fall into the Hands of 
any person but yourself—and pray if it comes safe 
to you, burn it.” And on April 11, 1776, Abigail 
added a more encompassing postscript: “I wish 
you would burn all my Letters,” to which John affec-
tionately replied, “The Conclusion of your Letter makes 
my Heart throb, more than a Cannonade would. You 
bid me burn your Letters. But I must forget you first.”

With over thirty years of re-enacting experience be-
tween them, Bridgman and Macy have portrayed a va-
riety of historical characters for the Old State House, 
the Peabody Essex Museum, Old Sturbridge Village, 
and others.  They regularly portray John and Abigail 
Adams at the Adams National Historic Park in Quincy, 
Massachusetts.

 The event is free and open to the public, though reg-
istration is REQUIRED due to space limitations.  You 

can register by calling 673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our website at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us and registering online by selecting “Cal-
endar of Events.”  Other programs in the Speaking of 
Love series at the Library include: the two part series, 
“Shakespeare’s Sonnets: Let Me Not…Admit Impedi-
ments” on Friday, February 1 and 15 from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m.; “Passionate Dishes for Your Valentine,” on Thurs-
day, February 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; and, “The Music 
of Love: Jayne Kelly with Jerry Germer in Concert” on 
Sunday, February 10 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Shakespeare’s Sonnets:
LET ME NOT… ADMIT IMPEDIMENTS

20th Annual Student Art Show Seeking Donations for 
Awards Presentations

Hiking The Appalachian Trail: An Evening With 
Roger “Hammer” Tetreault, January 29

AMHERST - The final program 
of the Amherst Town Library’s 
Life at the Top series of programs 
for adults is “Hiking the Appala-
chian Trail: An Evening with Rog-
er “Hammer” Tetreault,” scheduled 
for  Tuesday, January 29 from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m.  Roger took the phrase 
“take a hike” literally when he de-
cided to walk the 2,176.4 miles of 
the Appalachian Trail.  A carpenter 
by trade, Roger is a backpacking and 
hiking enthusiast.  After ten years 
of hiking the local terrain (he lives 
in Boxborough, Massachusetts), he 
decided early in 2008 to hike the 
Appalachian Trail.

With the support of his wife, Rog-
er organized his adventure.  There is 

much to do before you take that first 
step on the Trail.  The weight that 
you carry will influence your hike 
and the comfort and enjoyment of 
the experience; the less weight the 
better.  Roger says you start worry-
ing about ounces, not pounds.

It took Roger 5.5 months to hike 
from Springer Mountain in Georgia 
to Mount Katahdin in Maine.  He 
hiked from March 25 until Septem-
ber 7.  During the hike he encoun-
tered temperatures ranging from 
18° to 100°, snow, lots of rain, deer, 
wild horses, wild long horned cattle, 
wild boar, mountain lions, bears, 
snakes, and many wonderful fellow 
thru-hikers.

Roger has produced a presen-
tation in which he chronicles the 
many sights and sounds of the Ap-
palachian Trail.  Roger made this 
presentation to show you just what 
it would be like to hike the Appala-
chian Trail.  After the presentation, 
Roger will take questions and lead a 
discussion.

This program is free and open to 
the public. However, registration is 
REQUIRED for this program due to 
space limitations. You can register 
for this event by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us 
or by visiting our website at www.
amherst.lib.nh.us  and selecting 
“Calendar of Events.” 

As part of the February programs 
for adults entitled Speaking of Love, 
the Amherst Town Library is offer-
ing a two part series, “Shakespeare’s 
Sonnets: Let Me Not…Admit Im-
pediments,” on Friday, February 1 
and 15, from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. in the 
Johnson Meeting Room.  Presented 
by the very popular Harvard Pro-
fessor Theoharis C. Theoharis, the 
series will include a close reading 
of chosen sonnets and concentrate 
on love as an experience and love 
as an idea.  Using a lecture and dis-
cussion format, the Elizabethan lit-
erary conventions and Elizabethan 
ideas of love, along with Shake-
speare’s personal transformation of 
these things, will all be on the menu 
for an engaging enlightening set of 
programs.  Theoharis will provide a 
wonderful background to this cre-
ative time in English Literature!  Al-

though the series is connected in 
content, you are welcome to attend 
one or both parts. There is no re-
quired reading, yet you are welcome 
to check out one of the many collec-
tions of Shakespeare’s Sonnets that 
will be on display at the Library be-
ginning January 18.

Theoharis has taught at Berke-
ley, MIT, and since 1985, at Har-
vard, where he is now an Associate 
in the Department of Comparative 
Literature.  All three universities 
have honored him with their high-
est undergraduate teaching awards.  
He has lectured widely in the Unit-
ed States and Europe.   As Norma 
Fink of the Amaranth Society says, 
“Theo has led our literature group 
for 20 years.  To every meeting he 
has brought great intelligence and 
breadth of knowledge, along with 
wit and charm.  Anyone having the 

good fortune to study with him will 
find riches galore.”

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and registering online by selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”  Other pro-
grams in the Speaking of Love series 
at the Library include: “Passionate 
Dishes for Your Valentine with Chef 
Liz Barbour” on Thursday, February 
7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.; “The Music 
of Love: Jayne Kelly with Jerry Ger-
mer in Concert” on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.; and, 
“Love Letters: the Intimate Corre-
spondence of John and Abigail Ad-
ams” on Tuesday, February 12 from 
7:30 to 9:00 p.m.

The Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library is looking for tax-deduct-
ible donations of $100 to sponsor 
awards for exceptional pieces of 
art at the 20th annual Student Art 
Show held at the Amherst Town Li-
brary.

The Student Art Show displays 
works from Amherst and for the 
first time Mont Vernon students 
(grades 1st – 12th) at the Amherst 
Town Library for the entire month 
of May.  Typically there are 500 
pieces of art displayed. Families of 
featured students are invited to a re-

ception on Mother’s Day hosted by 
the Friends of the Library. The re-
ception is well attended with 700 
visitors and 9,300 library patrons 
are estimated to view the show 
throughout the month of May.

New this year we would like to 
have 5 local artists jury student 
artwork submissions and select 
15 pieces to receive awards.  The 
awards would take the form of 
framing the artwork for 2-dimen-
sional media or creating a plaque 
for 3-dimensional artwork.  Busi-
nesses and local citizens sponsoring 

a piece of student artwork would 
have the opportunity to display the 
student’s artwork they sponsored at 
their business during the month of 
June.  Followed by a group show of 
awarded pieces at SAU-39 Superin-
tendent’s office in July.

If you are able to donate or have 
questions, please contact Chris-
tine Farris, Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library Student Art Show 
Coordinator at Christine.Farris@
mac.com

Amherst Town Library Programs:

AMHERST - Food, glorious food is 
part of the Speaking of Love adult eve-
ning series of programs at the Amherst 
Town Library this February!  Chef and 
Cooking Instructor Liz Barbour pres-
ents the program entitled, “Passionate 
Dishes for Your Valentine,” on Thursday, 
February 7th at the Amherst Town Li-
brary from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Liz will intro-
duce you to the importance of food in the 
game of love.  In both art and literature, 
food invites passion.  Learn about the 
foods of passion and how you can pre-
pare recipes that entice.  Enjoy a cooking 
demonstration along with shared recipes 
and samples. 

Liz Barbour has been cooking profes-
sionally in the Boston area since 1992 and started The 
Creative Feast in 2004.  

The event is free and open to the public, though reg-
istration is REQUIRED due to space limitations.  You 

can register by calling 673-2288, email-
ing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and registering online by select-
ing “Calendar of Events.”  Other pro-
grams in the Speaking of Love series at 
the Library include: the two part series, 
“Shakespeare’s Sonnets: Let Me Not…
Admit Impediments” on Friday, Feb-
ruary 1 and 15 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m.; 
“The Music of Love: Jayne Kelly with 
Jerry Germer in Concert” on Sunday, 
February 10 from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.; 
and, “Love Letters: the Intimate Corre-
spondence of John and Abigail Adams” 
on Tuesday, February 12 from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m.

Liz Barbour, presenter at the Amherst Town Library 
of “Passionate Dishes for Your Valentine” on Thursday, 
February 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Ruler of The Inverted Year: Mythological 
Tales of Winter and Dormancy

Passionate Dishes for Your Valentine with Chef Liz Barbour 

AMHERST  - The Amherst Town 
Library is offering a two part series 
for adults entitled, “Ruler of the In-
verted Year: Mythological Tales of 
Winter and Dormancy,” on Mon-
day, January 28, from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m. in the Johnson Meeting Room.  
Presenter Nancy Baker, returning 
from rave reviews in her past series 
offerings, will explore winter tales 
from myth, folklore and fairytale, 
looking at how both the ancient and 
modern imagination has tried to 
explain why a season of dormancy 
and deprivation fits in to the natu-
ral cycle of life.  In each of us there is 
a need to seek equilibrium, an urge 
to search the edges to find the mid-
dle ground.  The mythology of many 
world cultures reveals their desire 
for balance, and it is most obvious 
in stories of winter or of dormancy 
when nature seems to hide us from 

its comforting plenty.  Nancy will 
use art, music, and natural philos-
ophy to help connect these stories 
across time and place.  The format 
is interactive, being both informa-
tive and a sharing of ideas.  No pre-
vious study of any of the disciplines 
is expected and all in-class and fol-
low-up materials will be provided.  
The two part series will be connect-
ed, but you are welcome to attend 
one or both.  Attending this series 
is one way to embrace winter in all 
its glory.

Presenter Nancy Baker, one of 
the Founding Faculty at Souhe-
gan High School, was runner up 
as New Hampshire Teacher of the 
Year in 2004.  During her time at 
the school, Nancy taught Mythol-
ogy, History of Ideas, Philosophy, 
Ancient History and Latin.  A Clas-
sical Languages major at Harpur 

College, SUNY at Binghamton, 
Nancy continued graduate work 
in Egyptology at Brown Universi-
ty.  She also worked in the Research 
Department at Colonial Williams-
burg, was Director of Research at 
the Historic Annapolis Foundation, 
and is the author of several articles 
on early Annapolis, Maryland, sil-
versmiths in the 18th century, and 
colonial ship chandlery.  Currently, 
Nancy is a presenter and docent at 
the Currier Museum of Art in Man-
chester. 

The event is free and open to the 
public.  You can register by calling 
673-2288, emailing library@am-
herst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and registering online by selecting 
“Calendar of Events.”

Amherst Town Library Reminder:

Tom Macy and Patricia Bridgman in character and dressed as 
John and Abigail Adams.  Performance is scheduled for 7:30 
to 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12 at the Amherst Town 
Library in the Main Reading Room

Photo by terry KemP.

Friends of the Amherst Town Library present Jayne 
Kelly, February 10.


