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Town News

Amherst Scouts Receive Arrow of Light Award

AMHERST - Two young Am-
herst residents recently attained the 
highest honor a Cub Scout could 
achieve: the Arrow of Light award.

Eli Young and Harrison Har-
mon—members of Cub Scout Pack 
48, chartered by The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints—
were presented their awards in a 
ceremony on Oct 3, 2012 at the 
Merrimack Ward building located 
at 110 Concord St, Nashua.

Eli completed the following ac-
tivity badges while a Webelos 
scout: Athlete, Fitness, Sportsman, 
Showman, Citizen, Communica-

tor, Readyman, Craftsman, Engi-
neer, Geologist, and Outdoorsman. 
He also earned numerous academic 
and sports belt loops. 

Harrison completed the follow-
ing activity badges while a Webelos 
scout: Athlete, Fitness, Showman, 
Citizen, Communicator, Ready-
man, Craftsman, Handyman, Sci-
entist, Forester, Geologist, Natu-
ralist, and Outdoorsman. He also 
earned the Leave No Trace award, 
the Outdoor Activity award, World 
Conservation award, and numerous 
academic and sports belt loops.

Recipients of the Arrow of Light 
award have been active members 
of their den for at least six months, 
have completed at least eight of the 
twenty activity badge requirements 
in the Webelos program, and par-
ticipated in a day hike or overnight 
campout. They have also learned 
and applied in their lives the Boy 
Scout laws, mottos, and oaths and 
have participated in a Boy Scout 
troop activity and meeting to pre-
pare them for the crossover from 
Cub Scouts to Boy Scouts. 

Assistant Cub Master, Stuart 
Harmon and Webelos Den Leader, 

Jessica Warner were present. Differ-
ent colored feathers were presented 
to the boys to wear in a headband—
each feather representing each of 
the core values of scouting. 

Eli proceeded with the cross-
over ceremony into Boy Scouts that 
same evening and was welcomed 
by his 11-year-old Boy Scout Lead-
er, Clint Ellsworth, and members of 
his new patrol. Harrison’s crossover 
ceremony into Boy Scouts was held 
on January 2, 2013. Harrison was 
welcomed by his 11-year-old Boy 
Scout Leader, Brandon Jackson, and 
members of his new patrol.

Eli received the honor with both of his parents, York and Jayne Young, at his 
side. 

Harrison received the honor with both of his parents, Stuart and Kym Har-
mon, at his side. 
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By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST - On January 15 Am-
herst Citizens Association (ACA) 
held their meeting with an open 
invitation to the selectmen to join 
them and answer some questions 
about their budget and manage-
ment of town events. 

Selectman Dwight Brew attend-
ed.

Those citizens attending the 
meeting wanted more information 
on why the town was operating 
without a town administrator.  And 
why Jim O’Mara was on paid leave. 

Rick Crocker asked Mr. Brew, 
“Our town administrator is gone.  
We have a lot of questions.  We 
have horrific leadership.  I had high 
hopes for Jim[O’Mara].  Did he do 
something wrong or did he get too 
close to something?”

“Will we have a town administra-
tor before the deliberative session?”

“Is there an investigation of the 
actions or activities of the town ad-
ministrator?”

“Were there minutes taken in 
BOS non-public sessions?  And if so 

were they sealed?”
Mr. Brew declined to answer all 

questions about Mr. O’Mara’s paid 
administrative leave.

Mr. Brew answered that yes there 
were minutes taken including the 
vote to put Mr. O’Mara on leave.  
That vote was unanimous.  Mr. 
Brew said he never signed anything 
having to do with this issue and “I 
don’t know what employees were 
asked to do.”  Concerning the Right 
To Know law, he said,  “We are op-
erating within the law.”

“The board of selectmen is trying 
to get to the bottom of this,” said 
Mr. Brew.  

On Thursday, Mr. O’Mara re-
turned to his position.  In a state-
ment by the BOS, it was revealed 
that an in-depth investigation of the 
purchase of a 6 wheel dump truck 
was  performed by an outside firm.   
In conclusion it was determined 
that no malfeasance on the part of 
Mr. O’Mara or any other employee 
had taken place. 

At the ACA meeting Mr. Brew 
was peppered with questions con-
cerning the purchase of the dump 

truck.  Mike Akilian, a member of 
Ways and Means said the purchase 
of the truck was a “mess-up” since 
the town was on a default budget. 

Mr. Brew was asked how the town 
entered into a lease-purchase agree-
ment without the authority from 
the taxpayer.  When the mistake 
was realized, it needed to be paid for 
in this year’s budget.  

Other questions asked of Mr. 
Brew concerned $11.5 million in 
adjustments  that need to be rec-
onciled.  Why hasn’t an audit been 
done in two years.  

Mr. Brew – “Yes, a number of 
people asked that the town get 
caught up.  They were behind in the 
accounting.  An audit needs to take 
place as close to the end of the fis-
cal year.”

Mr. Brew was asked about the 
board ignoring town policy in re-
gard to payment for vacation time 
accumulated beyond the town’s 
limit.  Mr. Brew said that the town 
can waive town policy because of 
circumstances.  “That happens in a 
lot of places.  If it’s in the town’s best 
interest.”

Selectman Brew Takes the Hot Seat

The investigation revealed no ev-
idence of malfeasance on the part 
of any town employee. Procedur-
al flaws and delayed internal com-
munication protocols had already 
been discovered and corrected by 
the Board of Selectmen and Town 
Administrator. 

“I am content that this issue has 
been examined under a micro-
scope.  The Board has acted in a re-
sponsible manner, and we can move 
forward with confidence, knowing 
that the measures put into place 
last October will prevent this from 
happening again,” stated Chairman 
Bruce Bowler.

u O’Mara Reinstated   continued from page 1

It’s About Conservation

Places of Warmth
By Bruce B. Beckley
ContriButing Writer

The Amherst Conservation Com-
mission trails get better and better.  
Probably the trail system has nev-
er been as extensive or well main-
tained for hikers and skiers (Yeah!).  
Many thanks to the cadre of vol-
unteer trail stewards for their en-
thusiastic work.  Windfalls and 
encroaching branches have been 
cut back.  Of course, Nature keeps 
dropping obstructions.  Tell us if 
you come across obstacles that you 
can’t remove.  The stewards have 
been repairing bridges and walk-
ways as well using lumber donated 
by the generous folks at P.J. Currier 
Lumber Co.  Thank you all!

Today it warmed up - a little too 
warm this morning for skiing, with-
out klister anyway, and too early 
to goop up the skis with that stuff.  
So for a moment we sit and gather 
thoughts, some mine, some bor-
rowed.  

It is a beautiful day - a brilliant sky 
with wisps of wood smoke swirled 
by a wind out of the North Coun-
try, blowing across the deer-tracked 
whiteness.  A bit of rural Currier 
and Ives set in suburbia.

Ninety years ago, photographer 
and author Wallace Nutting wrote 
in his book New Hampshire Beau-
tiful about the scenes around us 
that we see yet today but may often 
take for granted, expecting them to 
always be there.  Nutting wrote of 
New Hampshire in 1923:

“There is more in New Hamp-
shire not yet appropriated than that 

already known and loved.  The un-
discovered beauties of her lower 
plains are little observed.  Many a 
fastness in her secluded hills await 
taming and appreciation.  From the 
quaintness and age of her southern 
towns to remote upland frontiers of 
natural untouched grace, she sup-
plies whatever the heart of man may 
wish to feed upon...

“New Hampshire’s future lies 
with herself, her winning qualities 
and her merits are exclusively her 
own. In developing them along nat-
ural lines, following her own genius 
she will be most successful, most 
splendid, most worthy...

“It is a challenge to man to call out 
the finer aspects of his nature, when 
the world around him ever beck-
ons and paints and plays in end-
less shapes of power and splendor… 
To live in New Hampshire and not 
breathe deeply, think strongly, love 
truly, is a crime against the land-
scape”.

Today, I think Mr. Nutting would 
be telling us to get out, away from 
this computer, to get under the bril-
liant sky, to smell Nature’s smells, to 
hear her voices in the birds and the 
wind, to see what we are looking at, 
and to feel the snow crystals on the 
face.

Ah, it’s gone below freezing.  Time 
left to get out on the skis to start a 
new year.  I hope yours is a happy 
one.  New Hampshire is a place of 
warmth to be in.

AMHERST – Her Gym owner is 
so confident in his fitness system for 
women he is willing to put $1,000 
on it. 

John Terlizzi may not be in Mitt 
Romney’s category – remember 
he bet Texas Governor Rick Perry 
$10,000 during a debate – but he is 
willing to put his money where his 
mouth is too.  Her Gym in Amherst 
is making an unprecedented offer to 
women who are willing to just try 
their system. 

Any woman that does a 30-day 
trial before February 1 will be en-
tered in a drawing to win $1,000. 
The 30 day trial has NO strings at-
tached, just pay $19 and use the sys-
tem for 30 days – at the end of the 
30 days you can join the club or just 
walk away – no pressure just ser-
vice. 

Her Gym does not require any 
billing information when signing 
up for their 30-day trial so there 
really are no strings attached. Fur-
thermore when a woman decides to 
“join” she is not locked into a “con-
tract,” she can stop her membership 
at anytime with just 30 days notice! 

The whole experience really can’t 
get any easier or less intimidating. 
Her Gym is all about making wom-
an feel welcome, putting them at 
ease giving them a sanctuary from 
their otherwise hectic lives – re-
member Her Gym is Women Only 

– no men ever and no children ei-
ther.  This is her place to just be – no 
cleaning, no jockeying for the TV 
remote, all women all the time. And 
when time is an issue – Her Gym is 
available to members 24 hours a day 
7 days a week – that’s right you get 
your own key. 

So now is the time to make that 
New Year resolution without any 
risk (except the possibility of win-
ning $1000) – now that will put a 
dent in your Holiday credit card 
debt. 

Her Gym has a health coach on 
duty Monday through Friday 8 – 
11 and 3-7 but all members are 
welcome to come in ANY TIME 
THEY WANT to exercise, talk with 
a health coach or just to get away – 
Her Gym is her sanctuary. 

Call Terri today at 769-3388 and 
make your appointment to start 
your 30-day trial – you could win 
$1,000. 

Her Gym is conveniently located 
at The Meeting Place 199 Route 101 
Unit 5B across 101 from the Black 
Forest Café, next to the Amherst 
Post Office.  Plenty of parking and 
a short drive from anywhere in Am-
herst, Milford, Mont Vernon, Bed-
ford, or Merrimack. 

The $1000 drawing will be held 
at 7 PM on Friday February 1 at Her 
Gym in Amherst – entrants must 
be present to win.

ADVERTORIAL ADVERTORIAL

A Win Win for Women at Her Gym
Owner offers $1000 prize for trying Amherst’s women-only club


