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AMHERST - Perform-
er, composer, and arrang-
er Greg Hopkins and The 
Berklee Concert Jazz Or-
chestra will return to 
Souhegan High School on 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 15th 
at 7:00pm for Souhegan Jazz 
Night #2. Mr. Hopkins first 
picked up the trumpet as a 
boy in Detroit, and to this 
day it would be hard to spot 
him without his horn. Hop-
kins plays even when caught 
in traffic on commute to 
Berklee College of Music, 
where he’s been teaching 
since 1974 - the year the 
London Times called him 
“a real find” for the Buddy 
Rich Orchestra.

That symbiosis of man 
and musical instrument is 

evident in Hopkins’ solo 
performances by which he 
has served the orchestras of 
Louis Bellson, Billy Maxted, 
Rich, and Herb Pomeroy, as 
well as his own small en-
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SportsFolio
The Sabers boys swim team have 
finally captured a 1st place win at 
the Division II State Meet.
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Next Issue: February 26, 2013
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Library
More programs are available than 
ever before.  Find out those that 
interest you and register now! 
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Arts Awards 
SHS art students are recognized 
for their works at the NH Scholatic 
Arts Awards.
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TRIVIA NIGHT Supports 
Friends of the Library

Are you smarter than the average bear or 
possibly a walking trivia encyclopedia?  If you’re 
looking to have an evening of fun then come 
join The Friends of the Amherst Town Library at 
the Amherst Country Club for the 1st Annual 
Trivia Night, Thursday, March 28 at 7pm.  Doors 
will open at 6:30pm.  Register as an individu-
al, a couple, or create a team of between 8-10 
adults to show off your smarts.  The top team 
will win a cash prize along with bragging rights. 
Door prizes that have been contributed by many 
area businesses will be raffled off throughout 
the evening.    

The cost is $10.00 per player.  All proceeds 
will go to support The Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library Fund, which enables them to offer 
enrichment programs for the Amherst commu-
nity.  A cash bar and snacks will be available for 
purchase.  Registration forms are available at 
the Amherst Town Library or they can be down-
loaded from the library website: http://www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us.  If you have any questions Email 
christine.farris@mac.com.

Lecture on Raising    
Responsible Children

Jack Agati, lecturer and author, will be at 
the Preschool In The Village on March 6th at 
730pm.  The topic of the lecture is Raising 
Responsible Children: Managing Misbehavior’s 
Through The Use Of Logical Consequences.  
Jack is a very dynamic speaker with a unique 
perspective, promoting ideas that address real 
issues with real solutions.  This program will 
help participants develop practical management 
techniques to deal with children’s misbehav-
ior’s.  It will help us teach children how to make 
better decisions and become more accountable 
and responsible for those decisions.  This ap-
proach will help us to avoid raising a generation 
of “house guests” in our homes and schools.  
The goals of this session are to help the partici-
pants distinquish between logical outcomes and 
punishment as disciplinary tools and to gain a 
working knowledge of the process of setting up 
logical outcomes for specific misbehavior’s.  Call 
Susan Drumm at 672-3168 with any questions

5th Annual Pancake Palooza 
Scheduled for February 17th

Team Earley, a New Hampshire based fund-
raising team dedicated to raising funds for 
community awareness, and national research 
that will ultimately find a cure for melanoma, 
announced that it would hold its 5th annu-
al Pancake Palooza at Souhegan High School 
Café on Sunday, February 17th from 7:00AM to 
11:00AM.  This year’s Palooza features a 1st 
in New Hampshire “Maple Syrup Taste Off” as 
TEAM EARLEY partners with several sugarhous-
es from the New Hampshire Maple Producers 
Association.   Admission to this event is $5 per 
person, and free for children age 5 and younger. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door. For infor-
mation about TEAM EARLEY’s Pancake Palooza 
visit www.teamearley.org. 

Amherst Candidates Night
The American Association of University Wom-

en’s Southern NH Branch is sponsoring a Can-
didates Night that will feature town and school 
candidates seeking a position for an office in 
Amherst.  The Mont Vernon candidate seeking a 
position on the Souhegan School Board will also 
be invited.

The event will take place on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21 at the Amherst Town Hall in the Bar-
bara Landry Room beginning at 7 pm.  It will be 
shown live on ACTV20 and rerun at varies times 
until Election Day on March 12.

In the event of inclement weather, a deci-
sion about cancellation will be made by 4 pm.  
Please call 673-5171 or check ACTV20.  There 
is no alternate date scheduled.

Schools
Students in the News section lists 
recognition and honors given to SHS 
students and alumni.
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TOWN & SChOOLS BUDGeTS & WARRANT ARTICLeS LeTTeRS FROM CANDIDATeS & SUPPORTeRS IN ThIS ISSUe!

Rte. 101, Bedford, NH
(603) 472-4080

www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-4

Evenings by appointmentStop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

Is a kitchen at the top of your “2013 TO DO LIST”?
We can help, call us @472-4080 for 

your appointment today!

Inspiration!

Roof Repairs, Scenic 
Roads Reviewed at 
Deliberative Session

Enrollment Declining, Budgets Decreasing
By Cliff Ann Wales

Amherst School District 
Deliberative Meeting, 
February 2.

The Amherst School 
Board is seeking to raise 
$24,278,572 for an operat-
ing budget for the fiscal year 
2014.  If the budget fails as 
it did last year, the default 
budget will be $23,940,012.  
The operating budget has 
unanimous support of the 
Amherst School Board and 
the Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

The only other article on 
the ballot requiring the ex-

penditure of funds is the 
Capital Facilities Repair Ex-
pendable Fund, which ap-
propriates $80,000 from the 
undesignated year-end fund 
balance (surplus).  The Ex-
pendable Fund is used for 
unexpected repairs needed 
during the fiscal year.  The 
current balance is $20,000.  
If there is a surplus at the 
end of the fiscal year, the 
board would like to dedicate 
$80,000 to the Trust Fund.  

The operating budget 
will increase the tax rate 
by $0.08.  The Facilities Ex-
pendable Trust Fund will 
increase the tax rate by 
$0.05 because unexpend-

ed funds would otherwise 
be returned to the taxpayer 
to reduce the bottom line.  
The ASD estimated tax rate 
would be $12.21.

The School Board ex-
plained that the operating 
budget is $61,172 (-0.25%) 
lower than last year’s de-
fault budget.  State and fed-
eral aid have decreased.

Also declining is enroll-
ment.  In 2001 enrollment 
stood at 1,743 students 
K-8th grade.  The project-
ed number of students for 
2013-14 is 1,283.  Current-
ly, there are 1,350 students 
K-8th.  The board is project-
ing that number to decline 

by 67 students.
In light of declining en-

rollment, there will be fur-
ther staff reductions.   In 
grades 3-8 class size will go 
from 20 students per class-
room to 22.  

The board said the pro-
posed operating budget 
aligns staff with declin-
ing student population and 
provides for appropriate 
curriculum materials, con-
tinues with replacement of 
aging technical equipment, 
adds new equipment to stay 
abreast of technological ad-
vances, allows for improve-

By Cliff Ann Wales

Before the deliberative 
session started for the Town 
of Amherst, the meeting 
paused to honor and say 
thank you to Selectman 
George Infanti who is re-
tiring after nine years as a 
member of the Board of Se-
lectmen.  Before Amherst, 
Mr. Infanti had served the 
towns of Milford and Wil-
ton as a member of their 

Boards of Selectmen.  Mr. 
Infanti received recognition 
and commendations from 
friends and co-workers from 
Wilton and Milford. Am-
herst selectmen thanked 
him for his selfless service 
to the town, his good hu-
mor and his role as mentor 
to those seeking to partic-
ipate in town government.  
He was joined on stage by 
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Trumpeter Greg Hopkins 
and The Berklee Concert 
Jazz Orchestra Return to 
Souhegan for Jazz Night

Greg Hopkins

A Visit With Celebrated  
Author Katrina Kenison

AMHERST - The Am-
herst Town Library wel-
comes you to “A Visit with 
Celebrated Author Katrina 
Kenison” on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. in the Johnson Meet-
ing Room.  Katrina will be 

reading from her recent-
ly published book (January 
2013) Magical Journey: An 
Apprenticeship in Content-
ment, focusing on speaking 
about life stages, and offer-

Amherst Town Library – February 21

The Blizzard of 2013
AMHERST - The 2013 Nor’easter with the moniker 

Nemo blew into New Hampshire on Friday afternoon 
and was out of here Saturday late morning.  The storm 
left behind in Amherst 20 to 24 inches of powdery 
snow which was blown around by strong winds.  With 
single digit temperatures on Saturday night, the snow 
remained light and easy to shovel.  

School had been canceled on Friday and with fre-
quent weather alerts warning of dangerous condi-
tions, for the most part people stayed home and waited 
out the storm. There were few cars on the road Friday 
and fewer on Saturday. Businesses closed early on Fri-
day and most stayed closed on Saturday. The plows 
were able to clear the roads with little vehicle traffic, 
no major property damage occurred, no power outag-
es and families stayed safe inside until Sunday.   Sun-
day dawned cold, clear and silent.  No generator noise.  
That’s good news!  Slowly stores, businesses and restau-
rants opened.

Our two roving reporters in Boston who are for-
mer residents of Amherst sent photos of fun in the city 
during a storm which wasn’t much different from the 
activity in Amherst.  Tall snow banks and snow cov-
ered hills bring out the kid in everyone even in the city.

Katie Adams, Taylor Ellis, Ashley Brown out for a trot

A peaceful scene in the Village waiting for spring

The Brick School stands among high snow piles and bright sun after the Blizzard of 2013

Reflecting on the Blizzard of 2013
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Handblown Glass – Page 16


