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sembles and big bands. Hopkins be-
gan his professional career in 1965, 
freelancing in the Detroit area for 
such acts as the Temptations, Mar-
vin Gaye, and Gladys Knight until 
1969, when he graduated Michigan 
State.

From 1969 to 1974 he toured na-
tionally and internationally, ap-
pearing at the Newport, Monterey, 
and other major jazz festivals. Hop-
kins has also performed with Diz-
zy Gillespie, Ella Fitzgerald, Frank 
Sinatra, Stevie Wonder, Joe Wil-
liams, Tony Bennett, the Supremes, 
Burt Bacharach, Nancy Wilson, 
Lou Rawls, Mitzi Gaynor, Michel 
Legrand, Johnny Mathis, Shirley 
MacLaine, Marvin Hamlisch, and 
Lena Home, as well as the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, the Boston 
Pops, and the Boston Brass Ensem-
ble.

He recorded as soloist and ar-
ranger the “Roar of ‘74” and “Stick 
It” with the Buddy Rich Orches-
tra, “Afrodisia” with Lonnie Smith, 
“Pramlatta’s Hips” with Herb 
Pomeroy (Shiah). “Together” with 
Maggie Scott (MM and R), “Or-
ange Then Blue” with George Ad-
ams (GM Recordings), “Jumpin’ in 
the Future” with Gunther Schuller 
(GM), “Dreams Come True” with 
Suzanne Dean (NOVA), and nu-
merous others.

His own 16-Piece Jazz Orches-
tra CD, “Okavongo”, is out on the 
Summit label, as is his quintet CD, 
“Quintology”, featuring Bill Pierce, 

Mick Goodrick, and Gary Chaffee. 
Just released this spring was the 
trio CD with Tim Ray’s chamber 
jazz group “Tre Corda”, featuring 
Tim on piano, and Eugene Friesen 
on cello. Hopkins is also featured 
on the new Grammy® winning jazz 
cd by composer Joel Pallson and 
his Septet, on the Icelandic label. 
Most recently he was trumpet solo-
ist with the Prague Radio Sympho-
ny Orchestra on Arthur Welwoods 
composition for jazz trumpet and 
orchestra, on Albany Records. 
“Wind, Sky, and Clouds”.

Mr. Hopkins busy teaching and 
performing schedule takes him all 
over the world doing concerts, festi-
vals, jazz club dates, and clinics. Re-
cently he has visited Italy, Iceland, 
the Czech Republic, Macedonia, 
Alaska, Argentina, and many others

The Berklee Concert Jazz Or-
chestra is a nationally recognized 
large jazz ensemble which performs 
mostly original compositions by the 
talented Jazz Composition students 
directed by Greg Hopkins.

Joining Mr. Hopkins and the 
Berklee CJO will be high school 
jazz ensembles from Souhegan, Al-
virne HS (Hudson) and The Man-
chester Community Music School. 
The concert will be held in the 
Souhegan theater. Admission is 
$10.00. For further information 
contact Carl Benevides at cbenev-
ides@sprise.com. For more info on 
Greg Hopkins go to: www.greghop-
kins.net .  

Help Support Project Graduation  
at Souhegan High School –  
“Souhegan Survivor 2013” 

The communities of Amherst and Mont Vernon are planning the 8th 
Annual Project Graduation celebration to be held at the Hampshire 
Dome in Milford, NH.  Project Graduation is a drug- and alcohol-free, 
fun and safe opportunity for all graduates to celebrate their accom-
plishments. This all-night celebration keeps our students off the roads 
on graduation night – an evening notoriously dangerous for our kids 
to be in cars. Volunteers are working hard to make this event exciting 
for the students, and you can help!

This year’s theme is based on the “Survivor” TV show. Your tax-de-
ductible donations will help make the evening a success and enable 
100% participation from the graduates. No donation is too large or too 
small; donations of prize items and gift cards are also encouraged, as 
raffles and competitions will be held all night to keep the excitement 
going. 

It is through your support that we can make Project Graduation 
better than ever. All gifts will be recognized in the event program as 
well as in the local newspapers. If you have any questions, please email 
peg.bennett@comcast.net.

Donations can be mailed to: (make checks out to SHS-PTSA)
Project Graduation
c/o Meg Dworkin

12 Homestead Rd
Amherst, NH 03031 

  
The Souhegan community appreciates your support!  

    With our sincere thanks,   
    The 2013 Souhegan High School  
    Project Graduation Committee
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The Proven Method for 
Children to Learn French!

Research has shown that a child’s brain 
develops better for learning a second 
language during ages 21/2 to 6.  Our  
45 minute sessions use an immersive 
approach through play with games, 
arts, crafts, music while having fun! 

To learn more, call 943-6394
email: annethenin@bonjourleskids.com
or visit: www.bonjourleskids,com
Weekly/Bi-weekly Classes in Amherst, NH

A bilingual environment 
is an extraordinary 
gift for a lifetime!
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At Amherst Village Dental
we offer a wide variety of 
tooth whitening options. 
Call 673.5510 for details.

The Meeting Place / 199 Route 101 / Amherst • 769-3388

For a Limited Time

$190030 Day 
Risk-Free Trial Only Next to the Amherst 
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Integrity is HER GYM - no men, no 
children, no housework – it’s clean, 
inviting, a peaceful retreat from a 
busy life. Convenient, available to 
members 24 hours a day. 
An atmosphere of support - 
all women all the time.

Next Generation Science at Souhegan:  In Step With National Trend
By Jeanne Sturges

Picture any entry-level college 
course: an auditorium filled with 
hundreds of sluggish students (save 
the first row) and an ant of a pro-
fessor dwarfed by a sliding me-
ga-chalkboard. While the chalk 
board has been replaced with LCD 
screens, the 400+ student lectures 
in large part have not. Twenty-first 
century science education, though, 
has begun a seismic shift towards 
a much more dynamic and proj-
ect-based approach.  

This central tenet of Souhegan’s 
approach to Science education – to 
ground the concepts and facts in 
the context of its real-world appli-
cation – is a cornerstone of the new 
The Next Generation Science Stan-
dards (NGSS) for states developed 
by the National Research Council, 
the National Science Teachers As-
sociation and others. 

Science Department Coordina-
tor, Sue Downer, is excited that the 
national Standards for Science are 
finally recognizing the most im-
portant facet of education: engag-
ing the minds of students through 
inquiry.  Souhegan’s inquiry-based 
approach to science is quite evident, 
Downer says. “Inquiry projects can 
be found in every science classroom 
at Souhegan. There is the Roller 
Coaster project in physics.  There is 
the Magic of Reaction Rates lab in 

chemistry.” Downer adds, “Taking 
a look at the shift in the NGSS, we 
are already crosscutting with sci-
ence and engineering, as in the Egg 
Landers and Rockets units.  We are 
constructing models in the 10th 
grade Osmosis unit.  In chemistry 
and physics there are a lot of con-
nections between data collection, 
data analysis, and mathematical 
modeling.”

The very first lab students at 
Souhegan conduct is inquiry-based. 
Betsy Wallisch’s 9th grade Science 
students design their own M&M 
experiments to learn how to put 
the Scientific Method into action. 
Jenny Deenik’s 10th grade Science 
students “use a self-designed exper-
iment examining growth rates in 
bacteria as a model to predict pop-
ulation growth in local species.  So, 
for instance, if temperature causes 
bacteria population to increase, will 
the same hold true for the cotton-
tail [rabbit] population in New En-
gland?” In fact, the NGSS specifies 
the use of “modeling” for prediction 
as a crucial new area of focus.  

Applying scientific processes like 
inquiry, and concepts that cross-
cut Math, Engineering and Science 
is exactly what business leaders 
are looking for in the education of 
a workforce. The New York Times 
recently reported on Notre Dame’s 
engineering program’s shift away 
from “deadly lectures” toward 

project-based learning in which 
students “create design projects,” 
according to its Dean, Peter Kilpat-
rick. 

Bob Rotier’s Advanced Engineer-
ing students recently immersed 
themselves in a bridge-building 
design project to address the pe-
rennial problem of how to build a 
stronger bridge. Students in Paul 
Schlotman’s Engineering class com-
plete a “Broken Machines” proj-
ect in which students take apart a 
machine, reassembling it into one 
that moves. Culminating in a se-
ries of races (speed, tug of war, and 
the third unannounced prior to the 
start) the project is both fun and 
scientifically challenging. “We use 
the NGSS model for engineering 
design,” Rotier says, adding, “We 
are very pleased with the addition 
of engineering to the NGSS stan-
dards, because they represent what 
we do throughout our engineering 
curriculum.” 

Nathan Carle and Rotier recent-
ly completed an inquiry lab inves-
tigation in Physics as well. “With 
Conservation of Momentum as the 
general topic of inquiry, the stu-
dents designed the experiments, 
technology, calculations, and other 
elements of the investigation. They 
also presented Oral Defenses of 
their conclusions, a very authentic 
assessment,” Rotier explained. Au-
thentic, project-based learning is 

not new in education circles. What 
is new is that it is now recognized 
as absolutely essential for educating 
a future workforce ready to meet 
the challenges of the 21st century 
world.

Indeed, it is not news that the U.S. 
is facing a serious crisis of talent in 
the STEM fields (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math).  “Na-
tionally, 60% of students entering 
four year degrees as self-declared 
STEM majors change degrees,” said 
Jay Labov of the National Research 
Council, who addressed the prob-
lem at the recent New Hampshire 
STEM Forum 2012 at UNH. When 
asked why student leave, they say “‘it 
wasn’t what I expected, it was bor-
ing,’” Labov added, saying, “Science 
education at every level has become 
too much about trying to make sure 
students know certain key facts.” 

Jeremy Hitchcock, CEO of DYN, 
a New Hampshire-based internet 
infrastructure company who par-
ticipated in the STEM Forum at 
UNH said that he’s read that “the 
State of New Hampshire is only 
graduating about 90 such students 
next year.” Labov added that the 
“levels of learning” educators need 
to address are of a “much higher or-
der.” Souhegan’s Science program 
aptly illustrates this move toward 
complex thinking and away from 
the teaching of discreet concepts, 
terms and facts.

SHS FIRST Robotics Comedy 
Night a Huge Success

Scholarships to Applewild Offered

Area Residents Named to 
Dean’s List at Quinnipiac  
University

HAMDEN, CT - The following 
area residents were named to the 
the dean’s list at Quinnipiac Univer-
sity for the Fall 2012 semester:
Aidan Tatar of Amherst
Ashley Tighe of Mont Vernon

To qualify for the dean’s list, stu-
dents must earn a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5 with no grade low-
er than C. Full-time students must 
complete at least 14 credits in a se-
mester, with at least 12 credits that 
have been graded on a letter grade 
basis to be eligible. Part-time stu-
dents must complete at least six 
credits during a semester.
Bentley University Names Lo-
cal Students to Honors Lists 

WALTHAM, MA - Bentley Uni-
versity  President, Gloria Cordes 
Larson, along with Dean of Busi-
ness, Roy (Chip)  Wiggins, and 
Dean of Arts and Sciences, Daniel 
L. Everett, recently announced the 
names of local residents who were 
honored for their outstanding aca-
demic achievement in the fall 2012 
semester.
*  Daniel Green of Amherst, a 

junior and Corporate Finance &  
Accounting major, was named to 
the Dean’s list.

*  Ryan Redmond of Amherst, a 
junior and Business major, was 
named  to the Dean’s list.

*  Amanda Wagner of Amherst, a 
junior and Public Policy major, 
was  named to the Dean’s list.

*  Nicholas Hession of Amherst, a 
junior and Business major, was  
named to the President’s list.

To be named to the President’s 
List, a full-time student must have 
a grade point average of 3.7 or high-
er with no course grade below 3.0 
during the term.

To be named to the Dean’s List, a 
full-time student must have a grade 
point average of 3.3 or higher with 
no course grade below 2.0 during 
the term.
Bryant University Student 
Named to Dean’s List

SMITHFIELD, RI  - The fall se-
mester Dean’s List at Bryant Uni-
versity includes the following area 
resident: Reid Ruland, a Senior in 
Management from Amherst.
Dean’s List honors announced 
at Tufts University

MEDFORD, MA - Tufts Univer-
sity recently announced the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2012 semester. 
Meghan Gillis of Amherst, NH, 
class of 2015.  Dean’s List honors at 
Tufts University require a semester 
grade point average of 3.4 or greater.
Emily Readdy Achieves Dean’s 
List at TCNJ

EWING, NJ - Emily Readdy, a Ju-
nior Biomedical Engineering -BS 
major and a resident of Amherst, 

has earned the esteemed honor of 
placement on the Dean’s List at The 
College of New Jersey (TCNJ) for 
the 2012 Fall semester. To achieve 
this honor, a student must carry 12 
or more credits that semester and 
have a 3.5 grade point average or 
above.
Fall 2012 Dean’s List  An-
nounced at Hendrix College

CONWAY, Ark. - More than 200 
Hendrix College students made the 
fall 2012 semester Dean’s List. The 
list, released this week by the Of-
fice of Academic Affairs, includes 
“students who, completing no few-
er than four whole credit courses 
in the semester for a letter grade, 
have received no grade other than 
A. Katelyn Casper, Amherst, a 2012 
graduate of Souhegan High School 
was named to the Dean’s List.
Local Student Graduates From 
NHTI

CONCORD— The following area 
students have recently graduated 
from NHTI, Concord’s Community 
College, during the Fall 2012 term:

Amherst: Katherine Dahlgren 
Professional Certificate in Diagnos-
tic Medical Sonography)
Local residents named to 
Dean’s List at Saint Michael’s 
College

COLCHESTER, VT - The fol-
lowing local residents were named 
to the Fall 2012 Dean’s List at Saint 

Michael’s College located in Burl-
ington, Vermont.

Elizabeth Callahan, daughter of 
Lorraine and Stephen Callahan of 
Amherst, a Sophomore Secondary 
Education major, who graduated 
from Souhegan High School before 
coming to Saint Michael’s.

Merrill Poor, daughter of Mar-
garet and Roger Poor of Mont Ver-
non, a Sophomore Psychology ma-
jor, who graduated from Souhegan 
High School before coming to Saint 
Michael’s.

McKenzie St. Germain, daughter 
of Susan Nykamp and Michael St. 
Germain of Amherst, a Junior Psy-
chology and Political Science ma-
jor, who graduated from Souhegan 
High School before coming to Saint 
Michael’s.
UCONN Announces Dean’s List 

STORRS, Conn. – The Univer-
sity of Connecticut recently an-
nounced the students who attained 
the Dean’s List for the fall 2012 se-
mester. To make the Dean’s List, 
students must be taking at least 12 
credits, finish the semester with a 
grade point average that is among 
the top 25 percent of students en-
rolled in their school or college, and 
have no grade below a “C.”

Kelly Maria Corchado, Amherst 
and Jacklyn Megan Dubois, Mont 
Vernon 

Students in the News
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FITCHBURG , MA – Applewild 
School announces AppleCore 
Scholarships available to entering 
fifth and sixth graders for fall 2013. 
The scholarship program is aimed 
at admitting students of exception-
al academic ability who also demon-
strate strong character and good 
citizenship, reflective of the core 
values of the school.

Current Applewild students come 
from 30 towns in Worcester and 
Middlesex Counties and in New 
Hampshire.  Bus transportation is 
available.

Candidates for the scholarships 
should submit a general application 
of admission, an AppleCore applica-
tion form and all of the supporting 
materials. All application materi-
als can be found online at www.ap-
plewild.org. AppleCore grants range 
from $1000 to half tuition and will 
be awarded to top applicants. Appli-
cants who require additional finan-
cial aid may apply for need-based 
financial aid.  Students who do not 

qualify for the AppleCore awards 
will continue to be considered for 
admission to Applewild.

AppleCore Scholarship appli-
cants will be asked to come for a 
campus visit, meet with the Scholar-
ship Committee for some activities 
and have a personal interview. The 
committee seeks to enroll students 
who have demonstrated academic 
achievement, possess a positive atti-
tude toward school, and whose par-
ents seek a well-rounded, rigorous 
liberal arts education for their child. 
In addition, the committee looks for 
candidates who will benefit from 
Applewild’s educational programs 
and who will contribute positively 
to the school community.

Applewild School is a K-8 coedu-
cational independent day school in 
Fitchburg, serving families in cen-
tral Massachusetts and southern 
New Hampshire. More information 
is available at www.applewild.org or 
978-342-6053.

AMHERST - Thanks to com-
munity-wide support, the SHS Ro-
botics’ Annual Comedy Night and 
Silent Auction was the most suc-
cessful event in the Team’s history.  
The profits will be used to support 
the Team’s efforts to design and 
build a robot which will compete 
in the 2013 FIRST® Robotics Chal-
lenge, Ultimate Ascentsm.  

“The comedians definitely kept 
us laughing, and I know many par-
ticipants got some very good deals 
at the Silent Auction,” comment-
ed Amherst resident Krista Hanks. 
“We are already looking forward to 
next year’s event!” 

According to Bill Price, program 
director for Team 138, the event 
has put the team in a very good fi-
nancial position for the rest of the 
year. “Without the support of our 
sponsors and fundraising efforts 
like Comedy Night and the Silent 
Auction, these students would miss 
an extraordinary opportunity.  The 
FIRST program is one of the most 
recognized mentor-based pro-

grams to help students build sci-
ence, engineering and technology 
skills,” Price continued.  The Team 
also receives support from sever-
al area companies including Mon-
arch Instruments, BAE Systems, 
Yankee Publishing, Rapid Sheet 
Metal, Rockwell Automation, CMC 
Software, Control Air Inc., Coun-
ty Stores, BB Molding, John Albert 
Welding Services and J R Poirier 
Tool & Machine Company. 

With more than 40 students and 
12 mentors, Souhegan’s FIRST Ro-
botics Team is tasked with design-
ing and building a robot over a 
6-week period to compete in the 
US FIRST national robotics com-
petition starting March 1. The proj-
ect combines computer program-
ming, mechanical engineering, and 
electrical engineering into a team-
based competition.  For videos de-
scribing this year’s competition, go 
to the US FIRST YouTube Channel 
at http://www.youtube.com/user/
FRCTeamsGlobal, or the US FIRST 
website (USFIRST.org).

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
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www.drraczek.com
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