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I got the chance to interview one of the leads, Madeline Gillespie. 
Madeline’s role is a girl named Tess. As a part of the ‘Front Office’ I asked 
her a few questions about the show, and about what she likes about it. One 
thing Madeline told me was she loves doing the AMS Theater Club. She likes 
to dance, sing and hang out with her friends. She thought that doing Camp 
Rock this year would be cool; because she likes the whole Camp Rock show. 
The music and the dancing.  

~Hannah Rawitscher, 7th grade

I had the opportunity to talk with Lauren Rohlfs and Drew Whitney 
from the AMS Theater Club. They have both participated in this program 
since fifth grade, where they were cast in “Beauty and the Beast”. Lauren 
was a servant with only one line, and Drew was a villager. Four years later, 
Drew and Lauren are still with AMS Theater Club. Drew and Lauren both 
agree that over the years the dances have become harder and they have be-
come longer. In their opinions, “Can’t Back Down” and “Heart and Soul” are 
the hardest. They say that their favorite dance number is “It’s a Brand New 
Day” because there are so many people rocking it out together.  

~Julia Tilton, 5th grade

This year the AMS Theater Club is performing the show, Camp Rock: 
The Musical. This show is based on Disney’s movie Camp Rock 2: The Fi-
nal Jam. I got a chance to interview Faith Farnham, who is part of the cast. 
Faith has been in the AMS Theater Club for 4 years. You may recognize her 
in this year’s play, because in last year’s production of Alice in Wonderland 
she played the Queen of Hearts.  She loves doing theater club because she 
gets to bond with the cast and become a team. This year she is playing the 
role of Dana, a girl from Camp Star. Her favorite part in the show this year 
is the dancing because it’s upbeat and fun. When asked who would like the 
show, she said, “Because the show is about a summer of music, people who 
are music lovers and people who can relate to show because they go to camp 
would really enjoy the show.” 

~Kristin Meader, 7th grade

As part of the Publicity Crew, I had the chance to interview cast mem-
ber Shawn Latulippe. Shawn is an 8th grader and has been in the AMS 
Theater Club for 4 years. She told me that Camp Rock is about a group of 
kids having fun at summer camp and that her character, Lacy Williams, is 
really into herself and thinks she is an amazing performer. Shawn told me 
that she likes playing Lacy because she is normally a nice person but gets to 
play the part of a mean person.  I asked her what it is like being part of the 
AMS Theater Club and she said, “It is cool because I get to do all my favorite 
things. I love to sing, dance and act, and all my friends are in the play so we 
have a good time”.  She also told me that her favorite part of the show is the 
song “Fire”, which is one of the main songs of the play, and that there may be 
a surprise or two during the song.  Shawn also told me that she is planning 
on joining the Souhegan High School Theater Club next year and that she 
hopes that lots of people can come and see Camp Rock in March! 

~ Charlotte Futrell, 5th grade

You can see Disney’s Camp Rock: The Musical at the Amherst Middle 
School on March 14th, 15th and 16th.  Tickets are $5 each and are available 
at Amherst Middle School, The Black Forest, and The Homestead.

“Above and Below:  Skyscapes and Landscapes”

by “A. Blaisdell, M.D.” and his new 
partner, Dr. H. Seger. Alvah’s son 
William was born in Georgia in 
1859.

After about three and a half years 
down South, trouble! On 15 Au-
gust 1861, the Macon Telegraph re-
ported: “Look Out for Him. Dr. A. 
Blaisdell, a Yankee Dentist, who, for 
several months past had been sus-
picioned as an abolitionist, and en-
emy to the South, was apprehended 
by the Carswell Guards, for uttering 
disrespectful language at the pub-
lic speaking during their encamp-
ment, and after a decent ride upon a 
large pine rail, was drummed out of 
the camp, and ordered to leave the 
Southern Confederacy. The said Dr. 
A. Blaisdell left Wilkinson county, 
Georgia, on the 3d of August, with 
his wife and one child, and if he is 
still lurking in any of the Confed-
erate States, he may be recognized 
by the following description: He is 
very tall, large and bony, being over 
6 feet high, with large square shoul-
ders, long nose, large mouth, angu-
lar features, blue or light gray eyes, 
auburn hair, tolerably thick beard, 
and a quick and pleasant address. 
[Signed] CITIZENS OF WILKIN-
SON. Other papers please copy.”

Ouch! So back to New York City 
he and his (second) family went. On 
the way, he stopped in Ohio, where 
the Cincinnati Gazette reported on 
9 August 1861, “A physician from 
Macon, Georgia, Dr. Blaisdell, is 
now in this city, having been driven 
from Macon, on twenty-four hours’ 
notice, for no reason except that 
he was of Northern birth, and was 
known to be familiar with Southern 
defences, troops, arms, &c.” It was 
said that he “owned a plantation 
with some forty slaves [and] a large 
amount of other property” – which 

doesn’t sound credible – all of which 
was “confiscated to the State.” The 
long article then gave purported 
military intelligence from Blaisdell, 
indicating how hopeless the Rebel 
situation was.  
Sing Sing Prison

Back in NYC, Alvah initially re-
sumed his medical career, running 
an apothecary, and held the post 
of sanitary inspector for New York 
(one of eight; removed 1866). Then 
he sold his medical establishment 
to begin a new business, a distill-
ery in the city. In 1867, he was pres-
ident of the “Rectifiers and Distill-
ers Protective Association” (New 
York Times, 13 Oct. 1867). “He soon 
began to do a flourishing business, 
and as his wealth increased he ex-
cited the envy of less successful 
competitors, who had complied 
with the law. Finally his rivals gave 
information to ... Collector Bailey, 
[who] determined to make a co-
lossal pile out of the doctor ... seiz-
ing the whole establishment, which 
was subsequently condemned. 
Shortly before [this event], Blaisdell 
formed an organization, of which 
he was elected president, to protect 
the government against whiskey 
frauds ... [and] declaimed bitterly 
against the distillers who had evad-
ed paying the tax,” reported the N. 
Y. Sun, July 1871. According to tri-
al testimony, “Thousands of barrels 
of whiskey were removed from his 
premises in a single week, and each 
lacked the revenue brand.” Was he 
framed?

On 26 Jan. 1869, the New York 
Herald reported the outcome of 
his trial: “In the US District Court 
yesterday, Judge B. sentenced Al-
vah Blaisdell to three years impris-
onment in the State Prison at Sing 

Sing, and J.  J. Eckel to three years 
in the Albany Penitentiary for illicit 
removal of spirits, and John McLar-
en, for aiding and abetting in such 
removal, to four months’ impris-
onment.” A contemporary amateur 
historian named Ben Feldman as-
sessed the situation with hindsight 
(New York Wanderer blog, 2007) 
this way:  “Prosecuted by the Repub-
lican-controlled Metropolitan San-
itary Commission during the 1860s 
for alleged malfeasance in the oper-
ation of his uptown [businesses, a 
tannery and a bone-boiling and tal-
low-rendering yard], Eckel turned 
to his Bond Street neighbor Alvah 
Blaisdell for a different business op-
portunity ... and was admitted into 
Blaisdell’s wholesale liquor business 
after the Civil War. The scandals of 
the Grant presidency filtered down 
to their level, though, and the pair 
were prosecuted for bribery and al-
leged evasion of the federal liquor 
stamp tax.” Eckel would die in pris-
on. Blaisdell, who can be found in 
the 1870 census as a laborer at Sing 
Sing in Ossining, Westchester, was 
let out of jail long enough to be a 
Government witness in another 
trial (N.Y. Times, 28 March 1870). 
Eventually, in July 1871, he was par-
doned by the President, at which 
time the N.Y. Sun reported, “Blais-
dell looks prematurely old.” 

Not surprisingly, in 1871 he de-
clared bankruptcy. At the end of 
that year, wife Amelia died, aged 33 
(so she was 20 years younger than 
her husband), leaving two young 
sons. 

A few years later, he was in trou-
ble again, as the Daily Evening Reg-
ister of Hudson, N.Y. reported 20 
Feb. 1874:  “Dr. Alvah Blaisdell was 
arrested at his residence on East 
Twenty-first street yesterday after-

noon ... on a charge of complici-
ty in [railroad bond] forgeries. It is 
alleged that a large number of the 
bonds were prepared in his house. 
There are 18 indictments against 
him. Blaisdell is the person who fig-
ured in the Cunningham-Burdell 
murder in Bond Street, and many 
believe that he committed the mur-
der. He was sent to Sing Sing in 
1869 for running an illicit whiskey 
distillery, but was pardoned by the 
President before half his term had 
expired.” 

I don’t know the outcome of the 
forgery case, but in Jan. 1876 at 62, 
Alvah was married a third time, 
and died five months later. He was 
buried in Green-Wood Cemetery, 
Brooklyn, in the plot he had bought 
for his pa William (d. 1864, aged 
about 77) and where his mother 
Hannah Follensby was laid to rest 
in 1870, aged 83, and in 1871 his 
second wife. Here too were buried 
the notorious Mrs. Cunningham 
and Harvey Burdell, their grave 
markers placed in 2007 at the urg-
ing of Ben Feldman, the historical 
blogger who was a volunteer archi-
vist at the cemetery.

The eldest daughter of Alvah & 
Fanny remained in N.H. She was 
married at age 18 in 1858 in West-
ford, Mass. to 25-year-old Charles 
F. Whitney, a water wheel maker. 
In the 1880 census of Nashua, Hel-
en’s Blaisdell orphaned half-broth-
ers, William, a 21-year-old druggist 
clerk born in Georgia, and Charles 
H., a 16-year-old student born in 
New York, are with the Whitneys, 
which suggests that Alvah had kept 
in touch with the children of his 
first marriage. 

Faith Farnham, Lauren Rolfes, Drew Whitney and Shawn Latulippe

Camp Rock Cast Interviewed

AMS Theater Club

AMHERST – It’s that time of the 
year again when the AMS Theater 
Club is preparing its annual pro-
duction. This year’s show is Disney’s 
Camp Rock: The Musical, based on 
Disney’s hit movie Camp Rock 2: 
The Final Jam. One unique feature 
of the AMS Theater Club is that 

students are involved in all areas of 
production with adult mentors.  An 
example is The Front Office, a crew 
that works on publicity, playbill and 
tickets.  Recently, Front Office re-
porters interviewed members of the 
cast to get an inside look at Camp 
Rock.

AMHERST – For the second half 
of January and the month of Feb-
ruary, The Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library would like to wel-
come Becca Anderson and Mary 
Carroll Moore with their combined 
art show entitled “Above and Be-
low: Skyscapes and Landscapes”.  A 
collection of wonderful soft pastel 
paintings depicting beautiful scenes 
and skies.   Both Becca and Mary-

Carroll share a studio at the River-
view Mill Artist Studios in Wilton, 
NH.  Come on out on a cold winter’s 
day and browse these warm inviting 
scenes on the main floor of the Am-
herst Town Library.  

Becca Anderson, of Upstream 
Studios, is a lamp-maker and paint-
er who has exhibited throughout 
New England.  Her work is also in 
private collections.  Her lamps in-

clude multi-level chandeliers made 
of silk and standing lamps created 
from copper wire, beads, and hand-
made papers.  She paints in pastels 
and also creates decoupage furni-
ture and boxes.

Mary Carroll Moore, of Healing 
Images--Art for the Heart Compa-
ny is an internationally known pas-
tel painter whose work is in private, 
corporate, and university collec-

tions.  She has exhibited through-
out the U.S. and has won multiple 
awards for her landscape and still 
life paintings in the American Im-
pressionist tradition.  Her paint-
ings have been featured in the Pas-
tel Journal and two were chosen to 
represent breast cancer research 
fundraisers.
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Amherst Town Library Art Exhibit – Month of February

Souhegan Students Earn 
Scholastic Art Awards 

Amherst -- Several Souhegan High School students who participated in the Scholastic Art Awards of NH have 
received recognition for their achievements. Following the awards ceremony at Pinkerton on February 2, the 
works of the Gold Key recipients were forwarded to the National Scholastic Awards competition in New York to 
be judged in March.  The following are Souhegan High School award winners:  Gold Key – Mike Rego (portfolio), 
Alison Haigh, Skye St. James; Silver Key – Brooke Carlson, Aislinn Evans, Tanit Lertvitawaschal, Matt Saunders, 
Sarah Howard, Ethan Quinn; Honorable Mention – Katelyn Fiebke (portfolio), Saralyn Carlen (portfolio), Aislinn 
Evans, Jacob Sipos, Grace Darula, Olivia Edvalson, Sarah Howard. . The art was displayed at the Scholastic Art 
Awards Exhibition held in late January at Pinkerton Academy.  

Front – Saralyn Carlen, Tanit Lertvitawaschai;  Back – Mike Rego, Alison Haigh, Aislinn Evans, Grace Darula, 
Brooke Carlson, Katelyn Fiebke

1 Drawing pastels Aislinn Evans
2 “FirstLife” Photograph Ethan Quinn
3 Drawing pencil Tanit Lertvitawaschai
4 Painting acrylic Brooke Carlson
5  Sculpture Matt Saunders
6 Drawing charcoal Brooke Carlson
7 Drawing pastels Alison Haigh
8  Photograph Skye St.James
9 “Marzipan” Photograph Jacob Sipos
10  Photograph Sarah Howard
11 “BrightLights” Photograph Grace Darula
12 Drawing pencil Brooke Carlson
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u Widow Rachel Batchelder’s Notorious Son-in-Law   continued from page 4


